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Getting More Out of Erie’s Outdoors

Presque Isle is a treasure, but there are other intriguing paths 
to take through our neck of Penn’s Woods. The Greater Erie 

Regional Trails network (eri-etrails.org) consists of 15 parks and wooded areas serving hikers 
and recreationalists of all kinds. 
Here are a handful of highlights:Asbury Woods (4105 Asbury Rd.): Traverse a total of 4.5 miles split among nine trails, taking you through forests and 

fields and across wetlands and 
streams via bridges and board-walks. The Asbury Woods Nature 

Center supports a number of educational and environmental 

initiatives, and the on-site sugar 
shack gets the maple syrup sim-
mering in the spring. Headwaters Park (1927 Wager 

Rd.): Eight trails wind through five interrelated habitats (wet-land, stream, forest, vernal pond, 
and meadow) surrounding the headwaters of Mill Creek.Lake Erie Arboretum at Frontier Park (1501 W. 6th St.): The beautifully landscaped LEAF 

features over 1,000 trees and is 
perfect for a leisurely stroll or picnic, but its branches spread 

much further — tennis courts, soccer fields, an amphitheater, 
and a learning center all fall 

under its canopy. Come the win-
ter, it is one of Erie’s most popu-
lar sledding spots.McClelland Park (2600 block of E. 26th St.): Tired of keeping your canine on a short leash? Take Fido to the Larry R. Fabrizi 

Dog Park and allow him to work 
off some of that pent-up energy. 
Once he’s back in line, walk the 
surrounding trails or woof down 
some lunch in the designated picnic area.Scott Park (West 6th & Lowell): 

Highlighted by the 2.2-mile Bay 
Trail, offering spectacular views 
of Presque Isle Bay. Also a great 
spot for sporting types, with a competitive BMX track, sand volleyball and basketball courts, 

and baseball and softball fields.Wintergreen Gorge (3399 Cooper Rd.): A gorge-ous throw-
back to the most recent Ice Age, 
this 1.2-mile trail follows the route Four Mile Creek carved through 250 feet of shale and sandstone nearly 11,000 years ago. 

Erie Bluffs State Park (11100 W. Lake Rd): Hikers who prefer 

a wilder experience might be inclined to check out Erie Bluffs 
State Park. Located on Route 5 
in Lake City, it is the last unde-veloped piece of property along 

the entire Erie County shoreline 
— about a mile and a quar-ter in total. The main trailhead sits quite a bit inland from the shoreline bluffs, which plunge 90 feet to the crashing waves below. In between are large swaths of meadow grassland networked by sandy perimeter 

trails.
Those grasslands — sandy and 

interspersed with fire-resistant 
black oaks — are of exceptional 
rarity in Pennsylvania. They’re the perfect place to breathe, reflect, and spot the park’s wildlife (including bald eagles) after the sinuous ascents and descents of the main trail. The Bluffs fall along the Great Lakes 

Seaway Trail, a 518-mile driving 
route along the shorelines of Western Pennsylvania and New 

York with no shortage of scin-tillating views. Don’t hesitate to 
pull over and take it all in. 

Earning Your Fins

Fishing complements Northwestern Pennsylvania exceptionally well — we’re up to our gills in angling oppor-tunities. Take it from local pro Dave LeFebre:  “Within 50 miles of here … there are currents, creeks, rivers, man-made res-ervoirs and dams, marshes, natural lakes, and glacial lakes. Truthfully, our backyard is as good as it gets. I’ve fished the so-called number one places in the country. I’ll get the shakes beforehand, but then I get there 
and am like ‘this is it?’ It might be good, but nothing holds a candle to here.”

Lake Erie is renowned for its perch and walleye, and also noted for bass, trout, and steelhead. On Presque Isle Bay, anglers can catch pan-fish, perch, bass, muskellunge, walleye, northern pike, crappies, 
smelt, and steelhead. Popular spots include the Waterworks and Ferry Dock, the North, East, and West piers, Perry Monument, the lagoons, and all 

boat landings. Erie County’s larg-
est creeks — Elk, Walnut, and Twenty Mile — support good fisheries at their mouths. If you don’t mind getting your feet wet, 

there’s plenty to lure you in. 

Strap on your backpack and explore the natural splendor Northwestern 

Pennsylvania via The Greater Erie Regional Trails network. 

Take the bait and plan your trip to Erie for some of the best freshwater fishing in 

the country. 

• beer store •
peach street & i-90 | 7520 peach street | suite 101

erie, pa 16509 | (814) 866.2337coming soon to this location!
JOHN RUSSELL BREWING CO.brewhouse & restaurant

• tap house •
downtown erie at 4th & state | 333 state street | suite 110

erie, pa 16507 | (814) 520.5419

• public house •
westside of erie at 26th & asbury | 4575 west ridge road 

erie, pa 16506 | (814) 520.8495

• harbor house •
eastside of erie | 4454 buffalo road | erie, pa 16510

(814) 616.8106

where delicious food meets great beer.
 

specializing in crafts & imports | outdoor seating 
pub menu & casual dining | beer to go | brick oven

22 – Best of Erie Visitors Guide 2019 / 2020

Just For Fun at Waldameer

An Erie summer without Waldameer would hardly be an Erie summer at all — it’s that intertwined with our identity. In fact, forget the solar calendar; sum-mer begins and ends on Waldameer’s mark. The iconic amusement park has been part of our heritage since 1896, evolving from a shaded picnic area (Waldameer means “woods by the sea” in German) to the expan-sive collection of rides and attractions it is today. Because the park has been in continuous operation so long, it offers a combi-nation of old charms and new thrills that is one-of-a-kind. Fairground favor-ites like the Tilt-A-Whirl, Ferris wheel, carousel, and bumper cars coexist with modern marvels such as the Ravine Flyer II, a hybrid wooden roller coaster that awes riders with a pictur-esque view of Presque Isle before hurtling down an 85-foot hill and across a tunnel above Peninsula Drive, reaching a top speed of 60 mph. It has been 

named a Top 10 Wood Roller Coaster in the world at Amusement Today’s Golden Ticket Awards for a decade running. Dark ride enthusiasts would be haunted if they missed an opportunity to roll through the Whacky Shack or stroll through the Pirate’s Cove. Both were conceived by the legendary 

dark ride designer Bill Tracy and installed in the early 1970s, and remain cher-ished heirlooms of Erie’s pop culture past. They are two of only eight Tracy attractions that survive in the world, and contain all of his design hallmarks: elabo-rate facades to lure patrons in, complex interior stunts 

and props (with “triggered” events), tricky optical illu-sions, and spooky surprises galore. Many Erieities can recite the pre-recorded voiceovers of Tracy’s creepy characters on cue. Speaking of memories, we mustn’t forget to men-tion Water World — it’s been providing another wave of summer fun since the 1980s. For those who want to make a splash, this TripAdvisor Top 10 Water Park in the U.S. boasts 19 water slides of varying intensity and the largest wave pool in the tri-state area. The Battle of Lake Erie family water complex perhaps offers the biggest splash of all, with a 400-gal-lon tipping bucket, water cannons, and loads of inter-active features to wash the frown clear off your face. 

For those who prefer to let a sultry afternoon float by, the Endless River, heated relaxation tubs, and ample patio space grant a more serene experience.If you’d rather not partake in playtime, there’s no pen-alty. General admission and parking, as always, are free. Have fun your way; enjoy a summer day the Erie way. 

[top] Waldameer’s Ferris wheel 
offers spectacular views of Presque Isle and the Lake Erie 

sunset.  [middle] The Ravine 
Flyer II, a hybrid wooden roller 
coaster at Waldameer Park, has 
consistently been voted among 
the world’s best since its debut in 
2008.  [bottom] The Spray Zone in 
Waldameer’s Water World features 
over 30 interactive water jets and 
fountains.
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