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Can anybody find me
nobody to love?

I ain’t got noooobody.
I ain't got nobody.
Iain't got no body either.

resque skulls have been reciting these lines

ad infinitum. Are they acting out some sort
of Sisyphean curse for all of time, or is it just until
the lights go out? Either way, it's a simple play on
words, transitioning from solitude to beheadedness
in a matter of seconds. The first starts with a low bel-
low, then the second agrees. The third skull chimes
in — his voice eerily similar to Curly Howard of The
Three Stooges — to hammer home the vaudevillian
punchline. Whistles, air horns, and hissing smoke
work in chorus create a great cacophony of that
weve come to know and love. It's the Pirate’s Cove,
a funhouse adorned with a giant fiberglass Captain
Hook on its roof. It sits in the northwest corner of
an amusement park in Northwest Pennsylvania. It
gives many people joy. First built in 1972, it has a sib-
ling close by, two year the elder, called the Whacky
Shack. Both were designed by Bill Tracy, the master
of what's known on the amusement circuit as “dark
rides.” These rides live on year after year, surviving
on a combination of camp, nostalgia, and a love for
the quaintly bizarre. Matt Swanseger has unearthed
a good deal of information on Tracy, his history, and
hislegacy. In tandem, Jonathan Burdick has brought
you a historical overview of the park itself, our own
precious “woods by the sea,” Waldameer Park and
Water World.

Forgoing the greased tracks of other carnival rides,
the Pirate’s Cove is a walkthrough attraction, buck-
ing the most basic definition of an actual “ride.”
Walkability is something not only valued by pirates,
but also by city planners and those giving urban
critiques. There are, as it stands, only a finite num-
ber of these experts in the world and one of them
happens to be Philip Langdon. Journalist and Erie
City Council member Liz Allen caught up with, fresh
off the publication of his book Within Walking Dis-
tance: Creating Livable Communities for All. Ease of
walkability builds stronger communities, which rea-
sons that fewer individuals will feel like they have
nobody in their life.

Sadly, places that had fewer bodies in them on
May 15, 2018, turned out to be polling stations. With
a turnout of just over 20 percent, the primary elec-
tions decided the fate of many important races.
Some are very nearly sealed, thanks to voting de-
mographics, while some will become battlegrounds
come midterms in November. Ben Speggen takes
a look at these numbers, and gives a rundown and
analysis of what may be to come.

Whilst May gives way to June, let’s hope we all have
somebody we can enjoy the summer months with.
As it turns out, these lamenting pirate heads have
been incorrect for years. They've each been main-
taining a stable, albeit nontraditional, relationship
for 46 years now. To give new meaning to the closing
line of Some Like It Hot: “nobody’s perfect.”

Throughout the decades, three beheaded pica-
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Low Turnouts for High Offices

What to take away from the primary upsets and landslides leading to midterms

F

By Ben Speggen

uesday, May 15, 2018 brought

I some firsts for Pennsylvania.

First amongst those firsts was a

look at new districts after redistricting

took place earlier in the year when the

State Supreme Court ruled the previ-
ous voting map unconstitutional.

Another first was the “Strong Wins
for Democratic Women” for House
Representatives, as the New York
Times headline read the very evening
votes were still being tallied. The re-
sults, however, were strong enough to
call the races early.

“It was a night of victories for at least
seven Democratic women running for
the House in a state that has an all-
male congressional delegation of 20
and a Statehouse dominated by male
politicians,” the New York Times’ Trip
Gabriel reported. “Female candidates
showed strength in nearly every re-
gion of Pennsylvania, from the Phil-
adelphia suburbs to the conservative
southwest.”

That “nearly” does exclude Erie,
Pennsylvania; however, the races will
be exciting to watch statewide, as the
Keystone State’s representation will
reflect the new composition come Jan-
uary 2019.

Those newly redrawn ballot bat-
tle lines did affect Erie, shifting Rep.
Glenn Thompson out of Erie County,
giving the new PA-16 the whole county.
Previously occupying PA-3, Incumbent
Rep. Mike Kelly — or his challenger —
will speak for all of Erie County now
(along with Crawford, Mercer and

Lawrence counties, as well as the west-
ern portion of Butler County).

While Kelly, a car salesman from But-
ler, is seeking his fifth term in congress
(he unseated current Erie County Ex-
ecutive Kathy Dahlkemper in 2010),
Erie attorney Ron DiNicola won his
Democratic bid against two challeng-
ers in a race that wasn't all that close.

The Associated Press called the race
at 10 p.m. for DiNicola with less than
two-thirds of the precincts counted.

What did not come as a surprise
were DiNicola's strong numbers on his
home turf. With 87 percent of the vote,
he led Butler County lawyer Chris
Rieger, who notched just 10 percent
followed by Farrell physician Robert
Multari, who gained just shy of 2.5 per-
cent of the Erie vote.

Although the numbers werent as
high overall, DiNicola's strong showing
led to a commanding win, as he took 60
percent overall, with Rieger trailing at
a distant 25 percent and Multari in the
basement at 15 percent.

DiNicola isn't a stranger to this race
— and that may have played a signif-
icant role in his decisive victory. More
than twenty years ago, DiNicola came
within just two percentage points of
defeating then-incumbent Republican
Phil English.

Since then, DiNicola stayed away
from running. But couple the redis-
tricting with what many predict will
be a midterm blue wave washing over
the country in response to the 2016
elections and the seat seems more
attainable — especially for someone

MAITHAM BASHA-AGHA

Scenes such as this were all too common
during the May 15 primaries, when just 22
percent of registered voters turned up at
the polls.

who's been there before and nearly
won within the previous, even more
Republican-favored lines.

Ultimately how much support DiNi-
cola receives from his party at the na-
tional level will be telling of whether
Democrats believe they can ride the
blue wave and flip the seat. Kelly —
who ran unopposed in the primary —
reportedly has around $2 million ready
for the race with more GOP money
likely to pour in.

Closer to home, most attention from
the May 15 primary was focused on the
Pennsylvania House 2nd District seat.
Of the three Democrats vying for the
post held by Rep. Flo Fabrizio, who an-
nounced in February he wouldn't seek
re-election for what would be a ninth
term, Bob Merski emerged victorious
over Jay Breneman and Rick Filippi.

Of the Republicans, Tim Kuzma, who
last ran an unsuccessful write-in bid
for Erie School Board, took nearly 61
percent of the vote, handily defeat-
ed Laban Marsh. Both are real estate
agents, and this marked Marsh's first
foray into politics.

Similar to Eries mayoral post, the
2nd District Pennsylvania House seat
has been held by a Democrat since the
1960s, which makes the path to victory
on Nov. 6 a more challenging one for
Kuzma.

On the Democratic side of the pri-
mary election, City Councilman Mer-
ski won with 47 percent of the vote,
topping former County Councilman
Breneman’s 33 percent and former Erie
Mayor Filippi's 19. Merski was an ear-
ly favorite in the contested race, as he
garnered the key endorsement of Fab-
rizio, who is continuing to battle pan-
creatic cancer.

In a feature prior to the primary vote,
I wrote about how much a victory here
would mean for each one of the three
contenders. For Merski and Breneman,
it was the second time they were pit-
ted against each other — having just
come off of the heels of the 2017 May-
oral Election, where Merski finished
second and Breneman third.

“A loss on top of a loss could be a nail
in the political coffin of either candi-

date, especially if one finishes last in
the race,” I noted. Merski's win was
decisive, notching 855 more votes than
Breneman. However, Breneman's sec-
ond-place finish with 871 over Filippi
was a respectable showing despite
coming up significantly short.

For Filippi, it's a different story.

“In a sense, this is the culmination
of the rebuilding and rebranding of
Filippi in the political arena,” I previ-
ously noted of the Erie attorney who,
while serving as Erie’s mayor, “battled
state prosecutor allegations of using
his position as mayor to broker real es-
tate deals near the then-proposed $80
million lakefront gambling enterprise.
Those allegations arose prior to 2005's
primary election, and although Filip-
pi was acquitted of all charges facing
him, the publicity the case drew may
have been a factor in the 2005 elec-
tion.”

Whether Erie voters have had the
final word here on Filippi remains to
be seen. Where Filippi goes from here
isn't clear; however, the message as it
stands is: political wounds of more
than a decade ago haven't fully healed
yet.

In a district that favors Democrats,
with the support of Fabrizio, with a
record favoring the wins column, and
with a strong message, Merski will
head into November as the odds-on fa-
vorite. The night of the election, Mer-
ski told Erie Times-News Matthew
Rink: “It's a testament to the hard work
that we've done. It's a testament to Flo
Fabrizio, his reputation in this district
and his endorsement. I think it carried
a lot of weight.”

No doubt, the endorsement of the
outgoing incumbent does mean a lot
— and will continue to mean a lot.
Merski also told Rink on the night of
his victory that he credits running a
different style of campaign. “We ran a
much more grassroots, person-to-per-
son campaign, meeting voters at their
doors and I think that made the differ-
ence,” he said. What will matter, too, is
how Democrats rally around Merski
following one of the more heated local
elections in recent history.

The upset of the night, though, be-
longs to John Fetterman. The Mayor
of Braddock — dubbed the Mayor of
Rust, and the Mayor of Hell, amongst
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various other monikers — began re-
ceiving nationwide attention for his
efforts in the (mildly put) economically
distressed spot outside of Pittsburgh.
Fetterman, who last ran unsuccessfully
for the Democratic nomination in the
Pennsylvania Senate, toppled Pennsyl-
vania Lieutenant Governor Mike Stack.

Stack, who finished fourth overall,
was more than 160,000 votes behind
Fetterman, who took 375 percent of
the overall vote. In Erie, Fetterman
took nearly 61 percent, just shy of a 40
percent lead over his closest challeng-
er Kathi Cozzone, who finished third
statewide.

Sure, a recent appearance on Antho-
ny Bourdain’s Parts Unknown Pitts-
burgh episode mightve helped a bit,
and likely so did Vermont Senator
Bernie Sander’s stumping. But neither
likely swayed the election that much,
as Fetterman’s win was both significant
and a surprise. It came in a race for a
position that typically goes with little
coverage and has little excitement bub-
bling up around it.

Fetterman's “big takeover,” as the
Washington Post called it, though, sig-
nals a leftward shift for Pennsylvania
Democrats.

The welcoming of Fetterman's
less-conventional take on politics
could draw more Dems to the polls in
November, as he speaks to a different
brand of Democrat than sitting Gov-
ernor Tom Wolf does. Wolf will — as
many predicted — go head-to-head
against Pennsylvania State Senator
Scott Wagner, who echoes the national
swamp-draining message.

In arace that's guaranteed to be excit-
ing because of the headliners, the addi-
tion of Fetterman on November's ballot

In the race to earn the Democratic bid

for PA-16 and challenge incumbent Mike
Kelly this November, Ron DiNicola was the
overwhelming favorite in Erie County with
87 percent of the vote (60 percent overall).

made it all the more interesting.

The big loser of the night was vot-
er turnout. Live tweeting with fellow
Reader editors Nick Warren and Jim
Wertz, I joked:

Knock-knock.

Who's there?

Three-quarters of a chance it's not an
Erie voter.

Bad, I know — both the joke and
the turnout. Erie’s 22 percent turnout
wasn't special, as turnout statewide av-
eraged between 20 and 25 percent.

Blame Pennsylvania’s closed prima-
ries, blame voter apathy, blame various
impediments to getting to the polls,
blame the discord of national politics,
blame it all. Whatever the reason, vot-
ers didn't feel encouraged to get to the
polls any more than in past elections.

Whether that change comes Novem-
ber — with any swell of any waves,
blue or red — will tell us whether vot-
ers are more talk than action. Right
now, it's talk.

To say the least, there are interest-
ing races, intriguing candidates, and
changing landscapes. With eyes on
Pennsylvania in the fall, let's hope the
discussion fixes on those elements and
not the dearth of voters making critical
decisions at the local, state, and nation-
al level.

Ben Speggen can be reached
at bSpeggen@ErieReader.
com and you can follow him
on Twitter @BenSpeggen.
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Stepping into Philip Langdon’s shoes

Urban writer shares ideas on improving Erie’s walkability

By Liz Allen

lance journalist and urban-

ism expert Philip Langdon
detected a hint of Philadel-
phia.

At Independence Hill, an
eclectic, historic area near
West 26th and Peach streets,
he came up with some bold
ideas to promote the neigh-
borhood and its businesses.

And his tour of downtown
Erie, which took place despite
a steady downpour, yielded
good conversation and ideas
about how to preserve Erie's
legacy as we make plans to re-
shape our future.

During his week in Erie,
Langdon, the author of the
2017 book Within Walking
Distance, Creating Livable
Communities for All, saw some
shining examples of our built
environment, including Law-
rence Park Township, which
has been approved for place-
ment on the National Register
of Historic Places.

Langdon also noted some of
Erie's shortcomings, such as
the lack of sidewalks on east-
side Erie streets near Buffalo
Road.

I always enjoy learning about
how visitors view Erie, but
Langdon's impressions of our
community have special sig-
nificance. A Connecticut resi-
dent for many years, Langdon,
71, is a native of Greenville, Pa,,
in Mercer County, and spent
his adolescence here, attend-

In Erie's Little Italy, free-

ing Glenwood School and
graduating from Wesleyville
School in 1965, then going on
to Allegheny College.

He is happy that both of his
old schools have found adap-

tive reuses — Glenwood as
the Erie Federal Credit Union
and Wesleyville as the Willow
Commons Apartments. Wes-
leyville School (which had
been K-12) has been converted
into “affordable apartments
for seniors, with lots of nice
features and very reasonable
rents. It's a good location for
senior housing, a very short
walk to stores and other busi-
nesses on Buffalo Road,” Lang-
don says.

When I learned that Lisa
Austin, a founder and current
board member of Preserva-
tion Erie, had landed Lang-
don as the keynote speaker
for Preservation Erie's annual
Greater Erie Awards on April
25, I cheered. In 2002, I did a
phone interview with Lang-
don for my newspaper col-
umn, about how front porches
create a spirit of community
and a sense of security.

I wrote the column after Erie
City Councilman Jim Casey
suggested a study on wheth-
er to make front porches a
mandatory part of new hous-
ing construction. Casey’s idea
unleashed a slew of criticism
about big-government intru-
sion, but I knew that he wasn't
alone in embracing the bene-
fits of front porches. Langdon
had written for The Atlantic

STEVEN ARENAS/PEXELS

[left] Author and urbanism expert
Philip Langdon cites walkability
as a key component of the city-
dwelling experience; while he

was impressed with areas like
Lawrence Park, he noted room for
improvement elsewhere (e.g., lack
of sidewalks near Buffalo Road).
[bottom right] The North Coast
Apartments look like row houses
you'd find in Philadelphia, but the
building was designed by Kidder
Wachter Architecture & Designin
Erie for Housing and Neighborhood
Development Services in the 300
block of West 18th Street, in Erie’s
Little Italy neighborhood.

magazine about why Robert
Davis required porches when
he developed the new town of
Seaside, Fla. Langdon later ex-
panded his story into a book, A
Better Place to Live.

“Davis really wanted a place
that was sociable and where
people would see one another
and strike up conversations
with people passing by and
feel like it was friendly and
inhabited,” Langdon told me in
that long-ago interview.

Now Id have a chance to
meet him in person, to talk
about front porches and other
ways to enhance city livability.

But while Langdon was eat-
ing breakfast at the cozy Law-
rence Park Dinor with Pres-
ervation Erie board member
Terry Cavanaugh and the peo-
ple working to put the town-
ship on the National Register
of Historic Places, I was skim-
ming the heart-healthy menu
at UPMC Hamot, where I had
undergone a heart catheriza-
tion the day before.

I consider most parts of Erie
“within walking (and biking)
distance” for me, but it turns
out that my daily exercise
routine couldn't compensate
for a family history of heart
disease.

So instead of chatting with
Langdon about mixed-use de-
velopments, outdoor dining,
start-up businesses, linked
parks, neighborhood activ-
ism and, yes, front porches —
some of the topics he covers in
his book about walkability —I

interviewed some of the folks
who spent time with Langdon
and followed up with an email
interview.

Cavanaugh, a retired Erie
attorney, says that Langdon
seemed delighted by the ex-
perience of walking through
Lawrence Park, which famed
city planner John Nolen de-
signed as a company town for
General Electric. Cavanaugh
says he enjoyed seeing how
Nolen's plan tied together
housing for “the working class
and middle management and
the more elite” residents of
Lawrence Park.

In Wesleyville, Langdon says
that his “biggest surprise” was
seeing Curry’s Spectacle Shop,
at 3202 Buffalo Road, in an old
bank building. “The owners
have done a remarkable job of
preserving much of the bank
interior,” he says.

Cavanaugh also joined Lang-
don and a group of civic lead-
ers and city officials for a walk-
ing tour of downtown Erie.
Langdon noticed the Jimmy
John’s sub shop in the Rich-
ford Arms apartment build-
ing on State Street and Perry
Square. Instead of building a
stand-alone fast-food restau-
rant — or tearing something
down for a restaurant chain —
Jimmy John's has been incor-
porated into an existing build-
ing, and that's a good sign, says
Cavanaugh.

“The walking tour of down-
town — even though it rained
the whole time — proved pro-
ductive in that it got people

talking to one another about
current and proposed projects
that hadn't previously been
considered. Sometimes it's
helpful to slow down and sim-
ply talk,” says Melinda Meyer,
president of Preservation Erie.

Heather May Caspar, execu-
tive director of the Sisters of
St. Joseph Neighborhood Net-
work, agrees that Langdon’s
visit was fruitful. Langdon
spent time in both the west-
and east-side neighborhoods
served by SSTNN.

“We talked in general about
revitalization work that the
SSINN has done, including
work with the city and with
PennDOT for the new side-
walks and curbside gardens
on 18th Street,” she says. “He
shared thoughts on where
hed visited (in Erie) up to that
point, and my takeaway was
this: While strong attention
has been paid to concentrated
areas, Phil believes that there
is rudimentary planning and
groundwork to be laid at City
Hall. Some very elementary
(his word) walkability obsta-
cles exist across many areas
of the city, including connec-
tivity between areas that have
been developed, suggesting
policy change was going to be
required to establish walkabil-
ity as a citywide priority.”

Langdon has been busy since
he returned to Connecticut.
He just spent three days in
Ottawa, at the International
Making Cities Livable Confer-
ence, where he spoke on walk-
ability.
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But he’s also stayed in touch
with the people and organiza-
tions that hosted him during
his Erie stay, sharing addition-
al suggestions about steps

that neighborhoods might
take to foster community and
improve walkability.

In his book Within Walk-
ing Distance, Langdon writes
about six cities where walk-
ing has become a “central and
sociable element of daily life.”
His first chapter offers lessons
from some of Philadelphia’s
vibrant neighborhoods, which
are tightly packed with mixed-
use buildings, especially row
houses. He got to know Phila-
delphia by spending weekends
there after he started his jour-
nalism career at the Harris-
burg Patriot-News, 100 miles
to the west of Philly, in 1969.

Because of his familiarity
with Philadelphia’s housing
styles, it's not surprising that
in Erie, he liked the Greek Re-
vival-style North Coast Apart-
ments, in the 300 block of West
16th Street, in Little Italy. The
apartments aren't row houses
— they just look that way.

“What really impresses me
is that these handsome units
are HUD housing, developed
by an organization in Erie
called Housing and Neighbor-
hood Development Services
(HANDS),” he wrote in an email
he shared with Gretchen Gal-

lagher Durney, neighborhood
manager for the Sisters of St.
Joseph Neighborhood Net-
work. The apartments were
designed by Kidder Wachter
Architecture & Design of Erie.

Langdon elaborated on
his thoughts about the row
house-like apartment building
in his e-mail to me. “Jeff Kidder
at Kidder Wachter architects
tells me the buildings actual-
ly consist of affordable first-
and second-floor apartments.
The apartments are dignified
and draw on Greek Revival
architecture — the beautiful
style found in the Erie County
Courthouse and nearby build-
ings, a part of downtown Erie
I've always admired.”

I visited Little Italy to see
what Langdon had pointed
out. He was right. Standing
on the west side of Hickory
Street, which intersects with
18th Street,Iadmired the state-
ly fagade of the 10-unit apart-
ment row houses, shaded by
leafy young trees and accent-
ed with black wrought-iron
fencing. The housing opened
my eyes to how well-crafted
new construction of afford-
able housing can enhance old
neighborhoods.

Langdon also shared ideas
with people making plans for
Independence Hill, after he
joined a group for lunch at
Federal Hill Smokehouse, 2609

Peach Street. “Federal Hill (or
Independence Hill) occupies
a very interesting piece of
Erie's geography. There's no
other intersection quite like it.
My sense is that it could blos-
som,” he wrote in an email in
which he talked about some
“bold” ideas that highlighted
the East Side neighborhood
in Portland, Oregon. Indepen-
dence Hill “is a bit rough and
the vehicular traffic is intense,
so it might make sense to draw
attention to the business area
by doing something like paint-
ing part of the street with an
imaginative design,” he wrote.

Langdon also spent time on
Erie’s east side, at meetings or-
ganized by the East Side Grass-
roots Coalition, the Quality of
Life Learning Center, the city
of Erie's Erie Refocused team
and the Erie School District.

Sister Michele Schroeck, di-
rector of the House of Mercy,
which is part of the Grassroots
Coalition, said Langdon was
“surprised that a lot of places
didn't have sidewalks.” Find-
ing remedies for that is part
of the coalition's new strategic
plan.

Gary Horton, director of the
Quality of Life Learning Cen-
ter, said that Langdon’s time
with the coalition members
at the JFK Center, 2021 E. 20th
St., was “very constructive
and productive.” Horton was

Philip Langdon's book Within
Walking Distance details six cities
where walking has become “a
central and sociable element of
daily life.”

happy that Langdon got to see
that teenagers are engaged in
devising revitalization plans
for Erie’s east side.

“We tell them leadership is a
full-time job. You have to prac-
tice it all the time, like you do
dance, basketball or soccer,”
Horton said.

Cavanaugh is pleased that
Preservation Erie found a
speaker with “a connection to
Erie and a basis of reference”
when discussing ideas about
how to bolster our pedestrian
scale.

And you cant have walk-
ability without sidewalks. ‘I
saw many blocks where the
sidewalks were badly deteri-
orated or nonexistent, mak-
ing it difficult for students to
walk to school and for all sorts
of people to walk to destina-
tions,” Langdon wrote to me.
“Erie also needs safer cross-
walks, with markings on the
pavement to make it clear that
pedestrians can expect some
degree of safety,” he wrote.

I'm impressed that although
Langdon has departed from
Erie, his ideas are still floating
around and sparking creativi-
ty. Caspar, the director of the

CREATING LIVANLE B

COMMUNITIES
h Filsit ALL

SSJ Neighborhood Network,
says her organization is map-
ping the murals and communi-
ty gardens in Little Italy. That
map, she says, could lead to a
walking tour of the neighbor-
hood. Langdon would concur.
‘I think people can get a
greater appreciation of their
neighborhoods if tours that
explain their history, archi-
tecture and earlier residents
are offered,” he said. “Tours
of parks or natural areas are
also useful; they give people
a sense of what's there and of
what makes a place special.”

Liz Allen, a member of Erie
City Council, has developed

a walking tour of her street,
Lincoln Avenue, which has
lots of front porches. You can
reach her at lizerie@aol.com.

Just Toyin’
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Everybody's Waldameer

Park reinforces sense of belonging

By: Jonathan Burdick

here’s just something about Wal-
Tdameer Park. It can be difficult

to put into words, but you sense
it while walking the grounds — the
blazing July sun on your skin, the aro-
ma of the Potato Patch hanging in the
air, the excited squeals of kids riding
the Comet. There's a charm, a sense of
nostalgia, an authenticity, a perception
that the park is somehow yours.

Cedar Point may pack more thrills,
but Waldameer reminds one of simpler
times — and for those of us who grew
up here, it does feel like it's somehow
ours.

Waldameer Park has been a vital part
of the city's fabric for well over a centu-
ry. It rests upon an area once known as
Hoffman's Grove, a 19th century local
hotspot for picnics and beach-going.
It was in 1896 when the Erie Electric
Motor Company recognized the area’s
potential and they leased the land to
create a trolley car park, renaming it
Waldameer — German for “woods by
the sea.”

As Erie entered the 20th century,
working-class laborers found their 64-
hour work weeks diminished thanks to
anewfound national emphasis on pro-
gressive labor legislation. As a laborer’s
time spent at work decreased, their

leisure time increased. Subsequently,
amusement parks such as Waldameer
experienced a boom throughout the
United States.

By the early 20th century, Waldameer
had its first carousel installed. They
soon erected a dance hall, a theater, a
beer garden, aerial swings, and their
first wooden rollercoasters. A walk
down a ravine led patrons to a board-
walk that crossed the lagoon to the
beach.

John Miller wrote in his 1909 book
on Erie County that Waldameer was a
“fine park and pleasure resort” and he
complimented the Erie Motor Compa-
ny for having “more soul than any cor-
poration has credit of possessing ... [as
they] cherished [Waldameer] with care
and consideration.”

The original Ravine Flyer opened
in 1922. As the well-known story goes
though, it was torn down after a trag-
ic death on the ride in 1938. That same
year, a traveler’s guide to Erie described
the expanding Waldameer as having a
“bathing beach, ballroom, concessions,
amusement devices, restaurant offer-
ing music, dancing, floor show, and re-
freshments.”

It was also known for its natural
beauty. “From the entrance of Walda-
meer Park, the highway winds down
a cliff overlooking Lake Erie and Pr-

MICHAEL ORLANDO/WIKIMEDIA

[left] The Ravine Flyer Il, a hybrid wooden
roller coaster featuring a 120-foot drop,

was ranked the best new ride of 2008 by
Amusement Today magazine. [bottom

right] Captain Hook looms large over the
Pirate’s Cove, the labyrinthine walkthrough
funhouse erected in 1972. Designer Bill Tracy
passed away two years later.

esque Isle Bay,” the guide book detailed.
“Tall, slender trees form a canopy over
the highway. A constant lake breeze
sweeps the entire peninsula, cooling
the flat, sunswept beach.”

Despite many challenges, including
the First World War, prohibition laws
shutting down the beer hall, and the
Great Depression, the park continued
to evolve into a major summer destina-
tion in Northwestern Pennsylvania.

It was in the summer of 1945 when a
young boy from Dunkirk, New York,
not yet a teenager, was hired to work
at the park. His name was Paul Nelson.
By 1965, Paul Nelson was running the
park. By 1978, he owned it outright.

Mr. Nelson oversaw the installation
of the Whacky Shack, Pirate's Cove, Sky
Ride, and other classic rides through-
out the 1970s. In the '80s, he made the
decision to construct an adjacent wa-
ter park, naming it Water World. The
'90s saw numerous other classic rides
make their initial appearances, includ-
ing the Sea Dragon, Ferris wheel, and
Thunder River.

Seven decades later and Mr. Nelson,
along with many of his family mem-

bers (including daughter Nancy, com-
pany president and son-in-law Steve
Gorman, and grandson and vice pres-
ident of operations Brian Gorman) still
walk the park day after day through-
out the season. It truly is a family-run
park — and its momentum for expan-
sion has only increased in recent years.

The construction of the award-win-
ning Ravine Flyer II, the addition of
numerous other new rides, and the
unprecedented expansion of Water
World (including the wave pool, a new
Kid Zone, and an extraordinary Battle
of Lake Erie themed water complex)
has made the park not only a delight-
ful getaway, but a legitimately thrilling
and nationally competitive amuse-
ment park.

Waldameer also remains one of the
very few amusement parks through-
out the United States choosing not to
charge admission, parking fees, or for
line-hopping passes.

“I want the kid in poverty to come
to Waldameer and I want the rich kid
to come too,” Mr. Nelson told the Erie-
Times News in 2016. “I want everyone
here.”

On a hot summer day;, it can seem like
everyone is at Waldameer. I have a feel-
ing that is just how Mr. Nelson likes it.

Jonathan Burdick runs the
historical blog Rust & Dirt. Follow
them on Twitter @RustDirt, and
on Instagram @RustandDirt.
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Heart of Darkness

Whacky Shack, Pirate's Cove designer Bill Tracy’s spirit remains at Waldameer

By: Matt Swanseger

ill Tracy spent a lifetime cleaning
Bskeletons out of his closet, and

those who were lucky enough to
have been recipients of his goodwill are
eternally grateful.

Whether you “ain't got no body” or car-
ry around the full complement of flesh,
there is no question the late amuse-
ment industry designer’s macabre cre-
ations help formed the soul of many
summer experiences. In Erie, they still
do — The Whacky Shack (1970) and Pi-
rate’s Cove (1972) are two of only eight
Tracy attractions still in operation, and
represent half of those (mostly) fully
intact in the world. What they lack in
G-forces and adrenal thrills they make
up for in morbid curiosities and charm
— to remove them from Waldameer
Park would be to partially lobotomize
it, to scoop signature personality traits
from its skull and scatter to them to the
wind like an upturned bowl of Dippin’
Dots.

Like the unmistakable musk that per-
meates the passageways of the Pirate’s
Cove, memories of Tracy attractions
indelibly lodge themselves into the
rafters of amusement park patrons.
Bloggers Wayne R. Bahur and Brandon
Seidl, co-founders of the Bill Tracy Proj-
ect, are two such people. Growing up,
the Pittsburgh native Bahur was mes-
merized by Kennywoods Le Cachot
(“The Dungeon’) and Waldameer's of-
ferings. After beginning his research
into Tracy's legacy, he stumbled across
a kindred spirit in Seidl, who had me-

ticulously cataloged the inner work-
ings of The Haunted House at Trimp-
er's Amusements in Ocean City, Md. on
his own website (ochh.net). Together
they shed an ultraviolet light on the
uniquely, humorously dark imagina-
tion behind Tracy's vision.

Tracy was born on July 16, 1916 in To-
ledo, Ohio, the son of lawyer Newton A.
Tracy and housewife Juanita L. Tracy.
As with many children brought up in
devoutly religious households, Tracy
had a rebellious streak and a passion
for testing boundaries. He lobbied for
a field trip to an insane asylum (his
mother eventually acquiesced) and vis-
ited graveyards hoping to bridge the
barrier between living and dead. His
preoccupation with the creepy and un-
settling would stick with him until his
death in 1974. It would also allow him to
carve out a major niche as the foremost
designer of dark rides and attractions
of his time.

Tracy first garnered attention as an
artist after his sculpture “Jonah and
the Whale” was featured in the Syra-
cuse Ceramic Show at the Museum of
Fine Arts in Syracuse, NY. and the Life
magazine article (Nov. 11, 1940) that
covered it. After further refining his
talents, he served as Art Director for
the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bai-
ley Circus in Sarasota, Fla. from 1952-
54, where he designed motley floats,
props, and costumes. As a sculptor,
he was an early champion of a light-
weight, unbreakable, weatherproof,
and inexpensive colloid-treated fabric
called Celastic, which he would imple-

NICK WARREN

[left] The Whacky Shack facade showcases
several signature elements of dark ride
designer Bill Tracy's style — colorful and
cartoonishly creepy. [bottom right] (top)

Bill Tracy, regarded for his goofy and
macabre sense of humor, often posed for
his own catalog advertisements. (left) The
diminishing hallway effect, seen here in
Erie's Pirate's Cove, was characteristic of
Bill Tracy’s use of optical illusions in his dark
attractions. (right) The original blueprints to
Waldameer’s Whacky Shack, which opened
in1970.

ment in much of his work. During that
same time frame, he signed a contract
with Macy's Department Store to build
window displays and floats for their
famous Thanksgiving Day Parade. His
designs were often sold for profit after
the parades, a testament to the appeal
of his work.

Encouraged by his successes with the
Ringling Bros. and Macy's, Tracy would
establish his own company called Tra-
cy Parade and Display Company (later
shortened to Tracy Displays, Inc.) The
Bamberger's Thanksgiving Parade of

1955 was a seminal project to Tracy's
professional and creative development,
utilizing a series of alternating incan-
descent and ultraviolet lights to create
special effects. It was unprecedented at
the time and would become a mainstay
of the dark rides and attractions Tracy
began designing later on as a freelanc-
er for established manufacturers such
as Pretzel Amusement Ride Co. who
incidentally would become his biggest
competitor after he again established
his own entity in 1960.

Through the appropriately-named
Outdoor Dimensional Display Compa-
ny (or O.D.D.), Tracy bolstered his repu-
tation for whimsically outlandish and
outrageous designs and built serious
cachet with amusement park owners,
beginning in the Northeast (O.D.D.
was headquartered in North Bergen,
N.J) By ramping up advertising and
promotions via catalog (e.g. 1962's “We
Work In The Dark,” referring to the
craftsmanship transpiring under black
lights), word-of-mouth, and appearanc-
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es at NAAPB (National Association of
Amusement Parks, Pools, and Beaches)
Conventions, Tracy was able to parlay
his original visions into approximately
80 design contracts across the United
States. Tracy himself participated in
nearly all aspects of the process, in-
cluding supervising and assisting with
the installation of the projects on-site.
His specialties included dark rides (e.g.,
the Whacky Shack), walkthrough fun-
houses (e.g., the Pirate’s Cove), and kid-
die dark rides.

Changing times and financial chal-
lenges (O.D.D.'s assets were seized due
to IRS debts) saw Tracy's operations
shift headquarters twice, first within
the Dark Ride & Display Division at
Universal Design Limited (Wildwood,
N.J.) in 1964, then as Amusement Dis-
play Associates, Inc. in 1966 (backed by
Messmore and Damon, designers and
builders of full-scale mechanical ani-
mals, dinosaurs, and monsters for film).
Tracy was a master at both conceiving
new rides from the ground up and
adapting them to circumstances, even
those seemingly hopeless (disused
buildings, etc.), which earned him the
nickname “The Wizard of the Worst

Case Scenario.” His dark rides consist-
ed of three key elements: an elaborate
facade to lure patrons in, complex inte-
rior stunts and props (with “triggered”
events) often moribund in nature, and
aride system.

Eries Whacky Shack exemplifies
many of the hallmarks of vintage Tra-
cy. The facade stands nearly five stories
tall and intrigues passers-by with what
Bahur and Seidl characterize as a “Dr.
Seuss meets Scooby Doo” aesthetic,
featuring rotating flowers, rolling eye-
balls, scrolling windows, crooked roofs,
and a sense of being generally off-kil-
ter. The riders’ minds are toyed with
through the use of tricky optical illu-
sions, creepy props (severed heads and
rats), and startling surprises (the bang
doors the car crashes through). The
“Hush Puppy” ride system, which was
state-of-the-art at the time, allowed
the cars to navigate all sorts of uncan-
ny twists and turns, enhancing the
effect. And of course, traces of Tracy's
sense of humor can be found through-
out his works — many Erieites can re-
cite The Whacky Shack’s “instructions”
by heart.

So beloved was the Whacky Shack

that Waldameer owner Paul Nelson
commissioned Tracy to build anoth-
er attraction, the Pirate’'s Cove in 1972.
Pirates, sharks, and skeletons popu-
late warped corridors and tilted rooms
patrons have perused (among other
activities) for decades. The TLC the
Waldameer staff administers to these
attractions is a major reason Tracy's
work is not extinct:

“Thanks to Waldameer, they are me-
ticulously maintained for many to
hopefully enjoy for years to come.
They give Waldameer much of its char-
acter and are truly unique and historic
amusement park attractions the likes
of which will never be designed and
built again. In my opinion they are as
important as historic roller coasters,
antique carousels, and other vintage
rides and must be preserved,” says Ba-
hur.

One contingency “The Wizard of the
Worst Case Scenario” didn't account for
is the lassitude or outright negligence
of many amusement park owners. To
be fair, though, many of the Tracy's
older creations were built in struc-
tures not exactly up to code — without
modern sprinkler systems and with a

surplus of continuously operating me-
chanical props, grease, and wood for
kindling, much of his portfolio literally
went up in smoke. With Erie’s Whacky
Shack and Pirate’s Cove (there were
other Tracy attractions bearing the
same name, but with totally different
layouts and stunts) coming towards
the end of Tracy's career, they stand a
much better chance to remain stand-
ing.

Waldameer has been in Erie's bones
since 1896. Even if Bill Tracy’s contri-
butions arent the park's backbone,
they continue to send tingles down the
spine — or, failing that, at least a smile
to the face as we are properly greeted
as Earthlings.

For more information and insight into
the life and accomplishments of Bill
Tracy, as well to view a host of cool
artifacts, visit ochh.net/tracyindex.

For a full schedule of Waldameer
park and Water World hours,
visit waldameer.com/calendar

Matt Swanseger can sometimes
be found on the SkyRide
avoiding responsibility, or at
mswanseger@eriereader.com
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Getting Heavy with Sworn In at Basement Transmissions

FRIDAY, MAY 25

utting any specific label on a band

these days can be a daunting task.
Genres have splintered off into count-
less subgenres from which artists pull
influence; arguably none has done
more so than heavy metal. That may be
why, according to their Facebook page,
lllinois based band Sworn In choose to
just define themselves as “heavy.”

In reality, Sworn In plays a blend of
Rise Records-esque metalcore, clean
vocal choruses and all, like on the
song “Make It Hurt" off of their latest
album All Smiles, mixed with nu-metal
vocal patterns with a rap-like delivery,
and disgustingly sludgy beatdown gui-
tar riffs like the opening of the song
“Endless Gray.” So yeah, simply calling
themselves "heavy” is a bit easier.

When Sworn In comes to Erie at the
end of this month, they'll be joined by
bands with a more clear-cut genre to
be placed in. Florida deathcore band
Bodysnatcher and Georgia hardcore
band Revenge Season make up the
touring package, and filling out the lo-
cal end of the bill are Erie metalcore
Shiver, Erie hardcore Livid Life, and
regional metalcore quintet Narwhal
Bloodbath. — Tommy Shannon

6:30 p.m. // 145 W. 11th St. // $15
Advance, $20 doors // All Ages

Medium House Roasts and Dark Indie Sounds

SATURDAY, MAY 26
mber + Forge, Erie's newest locally
owned coffee shop is primed to host
the next installation of its monthly Cof-
fee Shop Series which features local
musicians. On Saturday, May 26, song-
writer Brent Knight will perform.

Knight also fronts Shadow Tribe, an
experimental indie rock band from
Cambridge Springs who blends their
unique sound with elements of folk and
psychedelic rock. These can be seen
on their album Darkness of Death, re-
leased in November of last year. Knight
wrote and produced Shadow Tribe's al-
bum.

“The Coffee Shop series is a month-
ly event organized by Ember + Forge

and Jess Royer to feature singer/song-
writers,” said Ember + Forge's owner
Hannah Kirby. Musician and event or-
ganizer Jess Royer continued Kirby's
sentiment, explaining that “the inten-
tion is to provide singer songwriters
with an environment to express to an
attentive audience, away from the bar
scene.” That Saturday will also feature
dessert specials featuring different
pastry chefs and bakers from around
the area. Pen and ink works by talented
local artist Dana Manon will also be on
display. — Hannah McDonald

6 p.m. // 401 State Street //
free // emberandforge.com

Lagoon by Pontoon Rides Begin Memorial Day Weekend

FRIDAY, MAY 25
resque Isle State Park will kick off
Memorial Day weekend with free
pontoon rides that continue throughout
the summer.

Each one-hour pontoon ride features
a trip through the lagoon, where people
might spot turtles, great blue herons,
beavers, and other wildlife specimens

that the peninsula has to offer.

Rides leave the boat launch at 11 a.m.,
1 p.m. and 2 p.m. Sign-up for rides is first
come, first served and begins at 10 a.m.
at the pontoon station.

Sign-up is limited to 6 seats per person,
but each pontoon ride can accommo-
date 16 guests plus crew.

Rides take place daily from at least Fri-
day, May 25 to Monday, June 4 with more
dates through Monday, September 3.
Programming is subject to modification
or cancellation. — Tracy Geibel

10 a.m. // Presque Isle State Park,
Lagoon Boat Launch, 301 Peninsula
Drive, Suite 1// free // 814-833-

7424 // events.dcnr.pa.gov

Friends, Food and Music Comprise Sunset and Jazz at Lakeview

Wine Cellars

SATURDAY, MAY 26TH

his weekend, Lakeview Wine Cellars

will host the first of a seasonal series
consisting of several summer favorites,
including food, live music, and of course,
wine. Running every Saturday through
June, Lakewood Wine Cellars’ Sunset
and Jazz concerts will invite local fa-
vorites to lay down a soundtrack for the
sunset, kicking things off with Eric Brew-
er and Friends on May 26th. The jazz-
rock fusion band released their debut
album Seeing Sideways in 2013, while

Brewer was most recently spotted play-
ing with Charles Brown at the artist's
album release show at Kings Rook Club.
Ron Yarosz and The Vehicle are slated
to bring their unique brand of funk and
blues to the series’ second week, and
the pair will trade off weekends for the
rest of the month.

While these featured artists perform
original music, patrons are encouraged
to bring chairs, blankets, and picnic bas-
kets in preparation to watch the sun set
over the vineyard. No outside alcohol is
permitted, but food, wine and Pennsyl-
vania-produced beers will be available,
alongside kid-friendly slushies, making
this a must-attend event for the whole
family. — Aaron Mook

6 p.m. to 9 p.m. // 8440 Singer
Road // Free Show // All Ages
& Handicap Accessible

4P
LECOM 0%
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M’we the songs. Relive the romance.

Relive the music. Relive the drama

Relive the W w
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erieplayhouse.ovg | 814.454.2852

LECOM STAGEAT

THE PLAYHOUSE

May 23, 2018

ErieReader.com | Erie Reader | 17



LENDAR

Pop-up Summer Brunch Restaurant Opens Doors
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SUNDAY, MAY 27

Proof is the name of the latest pop-
up spot you didn't know you had to
eat at this summer. The young entre-
preneurs behind it all, Joe Festa and
Eli Kerr, have brought together a small
passionate group of people to create
this unique, ephemeral experience.
Festa and Kerr's inspiration for Proof
was simple — to prove that they could.
Festa explains, “[Proof] is all about do-
ing that thing you care about, but that
you might not have the opportunity to

do..and being able to say ‘here’s the
proof [that | can do it]l.” The talented
pair offers a scratch-made, premium
3-course brunch in a fun, relaxed atmo-
sphere at their gracious host restau-
rant, La Bella. Limited seating and the
BYOB practice help to create an invit-
ing, speakeasy-like atmosphere inside
the well-known purple building. Proof
will be open every Sunday from noon
to 2 p.m. throughout the summer, with
a seasonally reflected menu that is
bound to surprise and evolve with the
imagination of the owners.

Bring your favorite bottle, eat deli-
cious food, support local business, and
enjoy yourself at Proof. Reservations
can be made through their social me-
dia pages. — Ella Julian

Every Sunday noon to 2 p.m. //
La Bella, 802 West 18th St. //
Reservations through Facebook
or Instagram @ProofKitchen

Erie Hardly Shorted With Annual Rib Cook Off and Music Festival

WEDNESDAY, MAY 30
rie will celebrate the weekend after
Memorial Day with messy fingers,
continuing a long tradition of good,
old-fashioned BBQ.

The 28th annual Wild Rib Cook Off and
Music Festival will be held from Wednes-
day, May 30 to Saturday, June 2 at Perry
Square Park in downtown Erie. The four-
day long event features rides, music and
of course, plenty of ribs to sample.

Awards will be given for Best Ribs and
Best Sauce. People can vote for their
favorite ribs, which will determine the
winner of the People’s Choice Award.
Mentions of these awards will often be
prominently displayed in bold graphics
adorning each vendor’s facade. Eight
different purveyors of barbecue will be
on hand — many operating out of Ohio
— along with several other local vendors
offering assorted culinary confections.

Wednesday night entertainment is pro-
vided by The Dock Boys and Acoustic

Ear Candy, and Thursday night's lineup
includes First to Eleven, Young Talent X3
and HiWay Starr.

Friday night features Eric Brewer &
Friends and the Jackson Station, and
the fun continues into Saturday for the
final evening of the festival with music
from the Rock School Studios, Monica
Lewis Solo, Taylor-Maid and The Breeze
Band.

Awards will be presented on the main
stage at 7:15.

Carnival rides are open from 5to 9 p.m.
Wednesday to Friday and 11 a.m. to 9
p.m. Saturday. Ride-a-ribba-ramma pass-
es and ride tickets can be purchased at
the booth near the inflatables.

— Tracy Geibel

11a.m. to 10 p.m. Wednesday &
Thursday, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday

& Saturday // Perry Square Park,
downtown Erie // free admission,
$10-15 ride passes // erieribfest.com

MUSIC

Abaddon Faluz

May 24 — 6:30 p.m.
Sunset Grill, 508 Erie St,
Edinboro, PA 16412 edin-
borolakeresort.com.

Twisted Lid
May 24 — 8:30 to 10:30 p.m.

Erie rock quartet plays five
decades worth of hits

Presque Isle Downs, 8199 Perry
Hwy. presqueisledowns.com.

The Goats
May 25 —5to 7 p.m.

Presque Isle Downs, 8199 Perry
Hwy. presqueisledowns.com.

Sworn In, Bodysnatcher
and Revenge Season

May 25 —6to 11 p.m.
Basement Transmissions, 145
W. 11th St. facebook.com.

Tommy Link

May 25 — 6:30 p.m.
Sunset Grill, 508 Erie St,
Edinboro, PA 16412 edin-
borolakeresort.com.

BluesBeaters

May 25 —7to 11 p.m.

The Bullfrog Bar, 3866 Peach
St. jbprosound.com.

Next of Kin

May 25 — 8 p.m. to midnight
Local top-shelf coun-

try and classic rock

Bourbon Barrel, 1213 State
St. bourbonbarrelerie.com.

Refuge
May 25 —9 p.m.

Rock, modern and classic
country fusion band
from Waterford

Presque Isle Downs, 8199 Perry
Hwy. presqueisledowns.com.

Nighthunter and
Wicked Soul

May 25—9 p.m.to2a.m.
Sherlocks, 508 State

St. facebook.com.

Jakethehawk, Bootjack
and Save Yourself
May 25— 10 p.m.to2a.m.

Jakethehawk, Pittsburghers
with psychedelic and

blues roots, with Save
Yourself and Erie’'s own
blues-rockers Bootjack

Scotty’s Martini Lounge, 301
German St. facebook.com.

Denny & Heather Acoustics
May 26 —1to 4 p.m.

Arundel Cellars & Brewing Co.,
11727 E. Main Rd. North East,
PA 16428 arundelcellars.com.

The Division Street
Machine Unplugged

May 26 —5to 7 p.m.

Presque Isle Downs, 8199 Perry
Hwy. presqueisledowns.com.

Spring Concert Series

May 26 & Jun.2—6to 9 p.m.
Lakeview Wine Cellars, 8440
Singer Rd. North East, PA 16428
lakeviewwinecellars.com.

Ember + Forge Coffee shop
Series: Brent Knight

May 26 — 6 to 8 p.m.

Ember + Forge, 401 State

St. facebook.com.

Adam McKillip

May 26 — 6:30 p.m.
Sunset Grill, 508 Erie St,
Edinboro, PA 16412 edin-
borolakeresort.com.

Whiskey Road
May 26 — 9 p.m.

Four-piece new-country band
with hints rock and roll flavor

Presque Isle Downs, 8199 Perry
Hwy. presqueisledowns.com.

Tazz and Real Fake Doors
May 26 —9 p.m.to2a.m.

Sherlocks, 508 State
St. facebook.com.

Sam Hyman

May 27 —1to 4 p.m.

Arundel Cellars & Brewing Co.,
11727 E. Main Rd. North East,
PA 16428 arundelcellars.com.

Claire Stuczynski
May 27 — 6:30 p.m.
Sunset Grill, 508 Erie St,
Edinboro, PA 16412 edin-
borolakeresort.com.

Seann P. Clark

May 28 — 6:30 p.m.
Sunset Grill, 508 Erie St,
Edinboro, PA 16412 edin-
borolakeresort.com.

Salmon Frank

May 31— 6:30 p.m.
Sunset Grill, 508 Erie St,
Edinboro, PA 16412 edin-
borolakeresort.com.

Justin Moyar Group
May 31— 8:30to 10:30 p.m.

Jazz-folk artist with classic
rock influences based in Erie

Presque Isle Downs, 8199 Perry
Hwy. presqueisledowns.com.

Mala Sangre, JC Nickles,
Joe Nameless and Virus X
Jun.T—9p.m.tola.m.

Erie punk rock Mala Sangre
meets comedy punk Joe
Nameless in four-group lineup

Scotty’s Martini Lounge, 301
German St. facebook.com.

Fred Oakman
Jun.1—6:30 p.m.

Sunset Grill, 508 Erie St,
Edinboro, PA 16412 edin-
borolakeresort.com.

Thollem’s Technicolor
Grey Zone: A Multimedia
Performance
Jun.1—8to10 p.m.

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. facebook.com.

John Weltonand DJ Dale C
Jun.1—8p.m.to2a.m.

Kings Rook Club, 1921

Peach St. facebook.com.

Ron Yarmon
Jun.2—6:30 p.m.
Sunset Grill, 508 Erie St,
Edinboro, PA 16412 edin-
borolakeresort.com.

Jake Owen
Jun.2—7to11p.m.

UPMC Park, 110 E. 10th
St. jakeowen.net.

Heather DeVore
and DJ Nitro
Jun.2—8p.m.to2a.m.

Kings Rook Club, 1921
Peach St. facebook.com.

Lauren O'Brien, Lisa
Bianco, Jess & Mac
Jun.2—9:30 p.m.to 1:30 a.m.

Winner of the New Century
Music Awards, Lauren
O’Brien to perform with Lisa
Bianco and Cult Classics’
Jess Mckenzie Sprague
Scotty’s Martini Lounge, 301
German St. facebook.com.

Acoustic Jukebox
Jun.3—T1to4p.m.

Arundel Cellars & Brewing Co.,
11727 E. Main Rd. North East,
PA 16428 arundelcellars.com.

Blasco Concert Series:
Bayfront Brass Quintet

June3—2to3p.m.
Blasco Memorial Library, 160
E. Front St. erielibrary.org.

Kate Buczek Memorial
Concert
Jun.3—4to6p.m.

Seventh annual concert

in memory of local jazz
connoisseur Kate Buczek,
featuring”Razzers Jazzers”
Dixieland Band from
Jamestown, New York and
Derf Hopsecger Quartet “18

Unitarian Universalist Church,
7180 Perry Hwy. uuerie.org.

Rachel Short
Jun.3—6:30 p.m.
Sunset Grill, 508 Erie St,
Edinboro, PA 16412 edin-
borolakeresort.com.

Paoello & Gone Trio
Jun.5—5:30t0 8:30 p.m.

Guitar and bass duo from
Erie playing original blues
grooves and arrangements
Dickey's Barbecue Pit, 3716
Liberty St. facebook.com.

David Murray & Kahil
El'Zabar Duo
Jun.5—8to 10 p.m.
Artlore Studio, 3406 W.
Lake Rd. facebook.com.

Eric Brewer & Friends
Jun.6—noonto1p.m.

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

DANCE

Parkinson’s Dance Program
May 29 & June5—1to2p.m.
Springhill Senior Living

Center, 2323 Edinboro Rd.
jenniferdennehy.com.

End of Year Performance

Jun.2—4to6p.m.
Sovereign Ballet, 2539 W.
12th St. facebook.com.

FOOD & DRINK

7th Annual Old Fashioned
Ice Cream Social

May 25 —5to0 7:30 p.m.

MLK Center Gymnasium, 312
Chestnut St. mlkcentererie.org.

Atacolypse Now
May 25 —5to 8 p.m.

Erie Ale Works, 416 W. 12
St. facebook.com.

Downtown Erie Food Tour

May 26 & Jun.1,2—11
a.m.to2p.m.

Like My Thai, 827 State St.
eriefoodtours.com.

North East Food Tour
May 27 —11a.m.to 2 p.m.
The Bean Coffee Shop, 12
S. Lake St, North East, PA
16428 eriefoodtours.com.

Erie's Wild Rib Cook
Off & Music Festival

May 30,31 —11a.m.to 10 p.m.
&Jun.1,2—11a.m.to 11 p.m.

Perry Square, 601 State
St. erieribfest.com.

Happy-Appy Food Tour
May 30—5to7p.m.
Room 33, 1033 State St.
eriefoodtours.com.

Erie Food Truck Festival
Jun.2—1to8p.m.

G.E. Fields in Lawrence
Park, 800 Water St.
eriefoodtruckfestival.com.

DudeFest 3
Jun.2—2to8p.m.

Erie Ale Works, 416 W. 12
St. facebook.com.
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CATERING\

A SPECIAL PRICING

l For picnics, graduation
and summer parties
L P _|

Also for a perfect wedding reception...

Exclusive Caterer for:

Boston Store Place

21 la rue dix
Approved Caterer for:
Majestic Woods

The Warner Theatre
Whispering Trees Manor
The Scottish Rite
Goodell Gardens
The Schoolhouse 1897

www.sabellascatering.com | 814.868.3463
jmillersabellas@gmail.com | Like uson §

LIMITED TIME OFFER

May 23, 2018

A SUMATRA BLEND, SLIGHTLY DAR} ROASTED
TO BRING OUT THE EARTHY, FULL BODY .
FLAVOR AND HERBAL AROMA OF THIS
INDONESTAN r@GmNAL COFFEE. |

WINE BAR

QUICK &
MRFODMLE
LNchEs g

WWW.CLOUDOERIE.COM
25 E 10TH ST./ (814) 870-9007

PUBLIC LIBRARY

\ (e)e)
LIBRARIES

ROCK!

| III 3

35,
My

JUNE 11 - AUG. 11, 2018

CHALLENGE IS OPEN TO ALL AGES!
REGISTER AT ANY ECPL LOCATION
VISIT WWW.ERIELIBRARY.ORG/EVENTS
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Te find a store nearest you, see more great deals and
subscribe for email offers, visit www.countryfairstores.com

COUNTRY FAIR
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The wnnderl'ul citrus flavors and aromas
of Passion Fruit and Mango are blended
with Pale base malt to make this a

perfectly balanced, exceptionally
flavorful refreshing ale. This beer is then
dry hopped with Mosaic to highlight the
citrus characteristics.

5.5% ABV

Nz

Roxanne Sukol
Nutrition and Aging:
Eating to Prevent Disease

2. ' ]1]1111-1 I\]L\lﬁﬂw Wednesday, May 30 - 7 to 8:30 p.m.
THE ERIE cowuﬂrw Fddmmlom s e
ANNUAL MEEFTING SPRING TERM Karen Abrams
THURSD%‘I’. JUNE 14, 2018 2018 AT THE Addressing Inequity and Inequality:
3:00 P.M. JEFFERSON Steps to Building a Just Erie
BAYFRONT CONVENTION CENTER CONTINUES! Thursday, May 31 -7 to 830 p.m.

For more information — including the full speaker lineup and details on

how to register — visit www.JESErie.org or call us at 814.459.8000!

“ Y\ Branching Out Science & art enrichment
W 10-11AM Ages 4-6 « 12-1:30PM Ages 7-12
@ SCIENCE Tues « Jul 3 through Aug 7

‘ ® ART Thurs e Jul 5 through Aug 9

JOIN US AS WE:

Review 2017 successes Happw Active Apples Family yoga All ages & abilities
Learn about city transformation from our guest speaker ﬂ 10:30-11:15AM Wed « May 30, Jun 20, Jul 18, Aug 8

9:30-10:15AM Sat « May 26, Jun 23, Jul 21, Aug 11

former Pittsburgh mayor Hon. Thomas J. Murphy VISIT www.leaferie.org

C tulat ir Edward C. Doll C it S 1 Arts in the Arboretum Performance Series
i m‘;’;‘!mn‘:;‘r Thomos B. Hodbl FOR MORE INFORMATION! ?ﬁ% EREE Thurs uly 5 through Augus! 8 7-6:30PM

— mim - FREE Sun July 1through July 29 Noon-1PM
- AL el TR | F
o s P | ooo _

TR ; o ==*>\ Movies at LEAF FREE family movies 8:30PM
BYC NG Bid-454-0843 : Aug 3 - THE LION KING
4 W \ ] ! Trees & Memories Grow Here! S’ Aug 10 - THE LAND BEFORE TIME
- £l [ | P -,
i ey = LN FRrONTIER PARK’S NONPROFIT PARTNER
- - p 1501 W 6th St. - Erie, PA 16505 ST .
leog (814) 453-LEAF - leaferie.org Jio:\ ArborEAT'em Party in the Park 21+
segegmm  info@leaferie.org ? $90 (S100 as of Aug 22) August 25 « 6:30PM
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Ten for Troika

An Orthodox start to festival season

FRIDAY, JUNE1

ccording to Christian existentialist

Nikolai Berdyaev, “the meaning of
existence is the conquest of loneliness,
the acquisition of kinship and nearness.”
If you subscribe to this philosophy at all,
then Troika should be your purpose — if
you purport to be a real person, that is.

“We try to be as authentic as we can,”
says Daria Devlin, who has been co-
chair of the Russian heritage festival
since the beginning.

It starts with the setting, the unmis-
takable Church of the Nativity at 257
E. Front Street, noted for its distinctive
architecture (highlighted by the golden
onion dome towers) and the detailed
iconography of Fr. Theodore Jurewicz

Troika will again feature the talents of
internationally renowned Russian music-
and-dance ensemble Barynya, who lend
an air of authenticity to the festival that is
hard torival.

that decorates its interior. The parish
was founded by Russian Old Believer im-
migrants fleeing political unrest in their
mother country (namely the Bolshevik
Revolution of 1917 that gave rise to the
Soviet Union). They predominantly set-
tled in the historic East Bayfront neigh-
borhood, due to its proximity to the
docks and the plentiful work available
at the teeming port. The original church
was erected in 1919; a new church was
built on the same site following a fire in
1986.

The parish now stands at about 150
families, split between descendants of
the original group of immigrants and
non-Russians who have joined through-
out the years. Despite the more diverse
demographics, it remains committed to
preserving the Old Rite of the Russian
Orthodox Church. In a similar spirit,
Troika looks to pay homage to tradition
while also embracing the larger commu-
nity. Also owing to that Orthodox tradi-
tion is where Troika falls on Erie's busy
ethnic festival schedule — the inaugu-

ral event (a fundraiser for church expan-
sion) was planned after Orthodox Eas-
ter, which occurs later in the spring than
Western Easter due to the Julian Cal-
endar. As such, it preempts the others,
functioning as a sort of unofficial kickoff
to the season. “We love that we're in that
position,” says Devlin.

Even if you haven't been practicing
your prisyadka (“knee-bending” element
of the Ukranian hopak dance), you'll
surely get a kick out of the high-quality
entertainment, food, and drink options
that have become Troika's signature.
Barynya, an internationally renowned
Russian dance ensemble that will per-
form throughout the weekend, rep-
resents a major expense to the Troika
organizers, but lends an unbeatable pu-
rity to the experience. And the comesti-
bles? They're simply the borscht — and
so much more. “It's not what people are
accustomed to, and people enjoy that,”
says Devlin.

Some of the more popular unorthodox
items offered at the Orthodox Church
include the baked mushrooms, beet sal-
ad, vareniki (dumplings filled with fried
cabbage and onions, comparable to a
pierogi), and Russian hamburgers (in-
fused with fresh herbs, dill, and bread-

crumbs, fried up and served on brown
bread). Dessert options include poppy
seed rolls, blini (crepes) with fruit sauce,
and matryoshka (nesting doll) cookies,
beautifully decorated by Mavra Jure-
wicz, daughter of Fr. Theodore and pro-
prietor of Sugarstorm Cookies. Sunday
morning will feature a Russian breakfast
consisting of scrambled eggs, kielbasa,
Russian pancakes, and kasha (Russian
porridge) for $10.

Venture capitalists will seize the op-
portunity and staid socialists will give
equal credence to perusing the bev-
erage menu, with imported and local
beers (including the heady Sasha's Rus-
sian Imperial Stout, from our own Lavery
Brewing Company), spirits, and wine. As
you give power to the proletariat (your
very hard-working liver), you can bask in
the knowledge that your dollars and/or
rubles are supporting a good cause —
the church's charitable ministries in the
East Bayfront and beyond.

Za nashu druzjbu (to our friendship)!
— Matt Swanseger

4 to 9 p.m. Friday, noon to 6
p.m. Saturday, noon to 8 p.m.
Sunday // 251 E. Front St. //
churchofthenativity.net/troika

Sip N’ Paint
Jun.2—6to8p.m.

Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
biggreenscreen.com.

Faces and Paces

Hartford Yard Goats

Presque Isle Wine Cellars,
9440 W. Main St. North East,
PA 16428 piwine.com.

Gospel Hill Garden
Club Picnic
Jun.5—6:30 p.m.
Lawrence Park Fishing
Club, 3700 E. Lake Rd.
greeneriepa.org.

MOVIES

Flight of the Butterflies
Ongoing—11a.m. &4 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
biggreenscreen.com.

Earthflight

Ongoing —noon & 3 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
biggreenscreen.com.

Mysteries of the
Great Lakes
Ongoing —1p.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
biggreenscreen.com.

Aircraft Carrier
Ongoing—2p.m.&5p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental

Mad Max: Fury Road
Black & Chrome

May 23 — 5:30 p.m.
Bourbon Barrel, 1213 State
St. filmsocietynwpa.org.

Killer Workout (1987)
May 25 —8to 11 p.m.

Erie Movie House will present
the R-rated 1987 slasher film
Killer Workout. For individuals
over 21, the event is BYOB

and all are invited to arrive

an hour before showtime

for various arcade games.

Erie Movie House, 3424 W.
Lake Rd. facebook.com.

Wonder Woman
May 27 —1:30to 4 p.m.

Matinee showing of Patty
Jenkins' hit 2017 superhero film

Blasco Memorial Library, 160
E. Front St. erielibrary.org.

The Suspect (1944)
Jun.1T—8to 11 p.m.

Erie Movie House, 3424 W.
Lake Rd. facebook.com.

The Death of Stalin
Jun.6—>5:30 p.m.

Bourbon Barrel, 1213 State
St. filmsocietynwpa.org.

VISUAL ARTS

Plastics Lost and Found
Ongoing through May 28
Tom Ridge Environmental Cen-

ter, 301 Peninsula Dr. trecpi.org.

95th Annual Spring Show
Ongoing through Jul. 1

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Kate Nash, Paintings
Ongoing through Jul. 3

Glass Growers Gallery, 10 E. 5th
St. glassgrowersgallery.com.

Sr. Angelica Cummings
Ongoing through Aug. 10
Mercyhurst University Cum-
mings Gallery, 501 E. 38th
St. miac.mercyhurst.edu.

Vintage Neon: Images
by Chuck Biddle
Ongoing through Sept. 9
Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Gary Spinosa:

Divine Instinct

Ongoing through Jan. 6, 2019
Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

James McMurray:

Ongoing through June 10, 2019 Jun.5,6—7:05p.m.

Erie Art Museum, 411 State SPORTS UPMC Park, 110 E. 10th

St. erieartmuseum.org. Erie SeaWolves vs St. milb.com.
Trenton Thunder

THEATER May 25,26 — 6:05 p.m. & COMMUNITY

My Heart is So Full of You

May 23 —noon & May 26 — 5:30
p.m. & May 27 — 2:30 p.m.

Station Dinner Theatre, 4940
Peach St. canterburyfeast.com.

Alice Through the
Looking Glass

Jun.1,2—7:30to 10 p.m.
& Jun.3—3to05:30 p.m.

AllAnAct's annual student
production of 2018 is Alice
Through the Looking Glass,
an adaptation of Lewis
Carroll’s classic novel.

All An Act Theatre, 652 W.
17th St. allanact.net.

The Curious Incident of
the Dogin the Nighttime
Jun.1,2—8p.m.
Dramashop, 1001 State St.
Suite 210, dramashop.org.

Things My Mother

Taught Me

Jun.5,6—noon

Station Dinner Theatre, 4940
Peach St. canterburyfeast.com.

May 27,28 —1:35 p.m.
UPMC Park, 110 E. 10th
St. milb.com.

Erie Commodores vs Buffalo
May 26 — 2 p.m.

Edinboro University, 219
Meadville St. Edinboro, PA
eriecommodores.com.

Erie SeaWolves vs
Binghamton Rumble Ponies
May 29,30 — 6:05 p.m. &

May 31—11:05 a.m.

UPMC Park, 110 E. 10th

St. milb.com.

Erie Commodores

vs Syracuse
Jun.2—2p.m.

Edinboro University, 219
Meadville St. Edinboro, PA
eriecommodores.com.

Volleyball Doubles League
Jun.5—6:30to 9 p.m.

Beach 6 Volleyball Courts

at Presque Isle State Park, 1
Peninsula Dr. trecpi.org.

Erie SeaWolves vs

2018 Presque sle
State Park "Big Month”
Birding Competition
Ongoing through May 31
Presque Isle State Park, 1
Peninsula Dr. trecpi.org.

DiscoverE: Birds
May 23 —2to 3 p.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental Cen-
ter, 301 Peninsula Dr. trecpi.org.

America’'s Most
Contentious Presidential
Elections

May 23,30 —4to 6 p.m.
Jefferson Educational Society,
3207 State St. jeserie.org.

Al Stone Lecture Series
May 24 —9:30 a.m.

Edinboro University’s Diebold
Center for the Performing Arts,

217 Meadyville St, Edinboro, PA
16444 events.edinboro.edu.

Adult Art Classes
May 24,31—1to 3 p.m.
Lake Erie Arboretum at Frontier

May 23, 2018
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Thollem’s “Technicolor Grey Zone” Stresses Innovation and
Collaboration at the Art Museum

FRIDAY, JUNE 1
hollem McDonas has an impressive
— and eccentric — resume.

Working primarily as a pianist, he's col-
laborated with an impressive list of note-
worthy people. If you like experimental
rock, he's collaborated with members of
Wilco, the Minutemen, Deerhoof, Can,
and the Yeah Yeah Yeahs. Like jazz?
He's worked with William Parker, Rob
Mazurek, and Suzie Ibarra. If you're a
cinephile, he has collaborated with ex-
perimental filmmakers Michael Snow
and Matthew Barney. When all that isn't
keeping him busy, he's also an essayist,
an educator, and a committed political
activist.

At the Erie Art Museum on June 1,
Thollem will perform his “Technicolor
Grey Zone,” an evening of live electronic
music and film screenings. As you might

guess, it's another collaborative effort.
The screenings will prioritize stop-mo-
tion animation, socio-political commen-
tary, and fragmented narratives. Thol-
lem's music will accompany animated
shorts from Pennsylvania native Martha
Colburn and ltalian artist Tuia Cheri-
ci. Dancers Germaul Barnes and Peter
Sparling will also appear on screen.
Thollem's sounds will also respond to
glass objects made by multidisciplinary
artist Alison Leigh Holt. Finally, the per-
formance will feature the contemplative
work of filmmaker ACVilla — who will
also be in attendance.

I'm not going to lie — I'm not quite sure
what this is going to look or sound like.
But the prospect of something truly un-
expected should be enough to spark se-
rious interest. If your favorite hangout in
Erie is the PACA building, or if you eager-
ly await the next entry in the Electroflux
Experimental Music Series, this should
be right up your alley. If not, drop by the
museum with an open mind. This perfor-
mance will surely be memorable. — Dan
Schank

8 p.m. // Pay what you wish,
suggested donation $20/person //
Erie Art Museum // thollem.com

Mystery and Mathematics Collide in The Curious Incident of the

Dog in the Night-Time

FRIDAY, JUNE1

ifteen-year-old Simon is a math whiz
who decides to become an ama-
teur detective when his neighbor's
dog dies under strange circumstanc-
es. His subsequent sleuthing leads to
some uncomfortable truths about his
family, a journey to London, a Univer-
sity entrance exam, and several tense
confrontations with loved ones. As
the story progresses, you'll soon learn
that Simon lives with an undiagnosed
autism spectrum condition, which the
play explores thoughtfully through his
often-troubled interactions with the
world.
When British novelist Mark Haddon

released The Curious Incident of
the Dog in the Night-Time in 2003,
it was praised by the British Med-
ical Association for avoiding “the
opposing pitfalls of either offend-
ing people with autism ... or turning
Christopher into an object of pity.”
When playwright Simon Stephens
brought it to the stage a decade lat-
er, it won five Tony awards. And for
six nights at the start of June, the
production will come to Erie.

Incident will open on June 1to a
sold-out audience at the Renaissance
Centre on State Street. It's the latest
production from Dramashop, one of
Erie's most innovative grassroots the-
ater companies. Expect the contempo-
rary flair and DIY ethos that the orga-
nization is known for. If you're looking
for an empathetic take on adolescent
mental health, this might be the play
foryou. If you're simply looking for a fun,
twisty mystery, Incident delivers on that
accord as well. — Dan Schank

Fridays and Saturdays June 1 through
June 16, 8 p.m. // 1001 State Street,
Suite 210 // $5 to $12 depending

on date // dramashop.org

Park, 1501 W. 6th St. leaferie.org.

The Buzzon Bees

May 24 — 6:30 p.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr.
nwpabeekeepers.com.

#ErieOpioidProject: One
Story; Many Stories

May 24 —7to 8:30 p.m.
Jefferson Educational Society,
3207 State St. jeserie.org.

Lagoon by Pontoon

May 25, 26, 27,28, 29, 30, 31
&Jun.1,2,3,4,5—10a.m.

Lagoon Boat Launch at
Presque Isle State Park, 1
Peninsula Dr. trecpi.org.

Candlelight Ghost Walk
May 25, 26, 27 — 8 p.m.
Dobbins Landing, 1 State St.
candlelightghostwalks.com.

Humanity against
Heroin Part il
May 26 —2to 11 p.m.

Basement Transmissions, 145
W. 11th St. facebook.com.

Cigar Night
May 26 —5p.m.to2a.m.

Bourbon Barrel, 1213 State St.
bourbonbarrelerie.com.

Comedy Showcase
May 26 — 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Erie Movie House, 3424 W.

Lake Rd. facebook.com.

Greater Calvary Full Gospel
Baptist Church Anniversary
May 27 —11a.m.&5p.m.
Greater Calvary Full Gospel
Baptist Church, 2624 Ger-

man St. facebook.com.

Erie Freedom Challenge
May 28 —7:30 a.m.

Walnut Creek Baptist Church,
6015 W. Ridge Rd. erie15k.com.

The Bill of Rights and Civil
Liberties: A Primer
May 28 —4to 6 p.m.

Jefferson Educational Society,
3207 State St. jeserie.org.

Have You Met My
Single Friend

May 29 —5to 8 p.m.
Room 33,1033 State
St. facebook.com.

Gracchi, Marius, Sulla,

and the Crisis of the

Roman Republic

May 29 — 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Jefferson Educational Societ{
President Dr. Ferik Ferati will lead
alecture focusing on the reforms
of the Gracci brothers, the
populist movement following the
end of the Punic Wars and more.
Jefferson Educational Society,
3207 State St. jeserie.org.

Nutrition and Aging: Eating

toPrevent Disease

May 30 —7to 8:30 p.m.
Jefferson Educational Society,
3207 State St. jeserie.org.

Evening Lagoon by Pontoon
May 30 & Jun.1,6 — 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Lagoon Boat Launch at

Presque Isle State Park, 1
Peninsula Dr. trecpi.org.

Goodell History Night:
Share a Story of the Sisters
May 31— 6:30to 8 p.m.

Goodell Gardens & Homestead,
221 Waterford St, Edinboro, PA
16412 goodellgardens.org.

Spring Night Hikes
May 31— 810 9:30 p.m.
Asbury Woods Nature
Center, 4105 Asbury Rd.
asburywoods.org.

Addressing Inequity

and Inequality: Steps to
Building a Just Erie

May 31—7to 8:30 p.m.

A Harlem native and 2016
recipient of a Loeb Fellowship
at the Harvard Graduate School
of Design, Karen Abrams is set
to host program on addressing
the problem of inequity and
inequality at the Jefferson
Educational Society.

Jefferson Educational Society,
3207 State St. jeserie.org.

10th Annual Troika

Russian Festival

Jun.1—4to9 p.m. & Jun.
2—noonto 6 p.m.&Jun.
3—Noonto8p.m.

Church of the Nativity Com-
munity Center, 109 German
St. churchofthenativity.net.

Crossing the Frontier 5K/10K
Jun.2—8a.m.

Frontier Park, 1501 W. 6th
St. runsignup.com.

Boy Scouts of America
5K Run/Walk
Jun.2—8:30to 11:30 a.m.
Harborcreek Communi-
ty Park, 3133 Clark Rd.
bigwhitetrailer.com.

Career Fair
Jun.2—9a.m.tonoon

Hooch & Blottos Palm Room,
8071 Peach St. visitscott.com.

Highmark Walk fora
Healthy Community
Jun.2—9 a.m.to noon

The 2018 Children'’s Miracle
Network walk team is looking
to add supporters toits
mission and find participants
for the Highmark Walk

for a Healthy Community,
taking place next month.
Presque Isle State Park, 1
Peninsula Dr. facebook.com.

Coloring for Grown-Ups
Jun.2—10a.m.to noon

Iroquois Avenue Branch Library,
4212 Iroquois Ave. erielibrary.org.

Windowsill Herb Garden
Jun.2—1:30to 3 p.m.
Asbury Woods Nature
Center, 4105 Asbury Rd.
asburywoods.org.

Rescue Pups
Jun.2—3to5p.m.

Splash Lagoon, 8091 Peach
St. splashlagoon.com.

St. Boniface Summer
Festival Days

Jun.2—6t010 p.m. & Jun.
3—11:30a.m.to0 2:30 p.m.

St. Boniface Church, 9367
Wattsburg Rd. stboni-
faceparisherie.org.

Community Open House
Jun.3—10a.m.to2p.m.
Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren, 1645 W. 8th St. shriner-
shospitalsforchildren.org.

Pilates Fusion with
Michelee Curtzee and

the Erie County YMCA
Jun.3—11a.m.tonoon
Goodell Gardens & Homestead,
221 Waterford St, Edinboro, PA
16412 goodellgardens.org.

Four-Week Daytime Wheel
and Hand-building
Jun.4—10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Erie Clayspace, 1505 State

St. erieclayspace.com.

Yogaonthe Beach
Jun.4—5:30to 9 p.m.
Barracks Beach at Presque
Isle State Park, 1 Penin-
sula Dr. trecpi.org.

Trackside Bocce League
Jun.4—6p.m.

The Brewerie at Union Station,
123 W. 14th St. brewerie.com.

Positive Discipline:
Parenting with Confidence
Support Group
Jun.4—6:30to 8 p.m.

Ananda Montessori, 17 E. Main
St. North East, PA 16428 ananda-
montessorichildrenshouse.com.

Summer Clay for Kids:
Elementary Hand Building
Jun. 6 —4:30to 5:30 p.m.

Erie Clayspace, 1505 State

St. erieclayspace.com.

Summer Clay for Kids:
Elementary Wheel Throwing
Jun.6—61to7:30 p.m.

Erie Clayspace, 1505 State

St. erieclayspace.com.

Arundel Trivia Night
Jun.6—6:30to 8:30 p.m.
Arundel Cellars & Brewing Co.,
11727 E. Main Rd. North East,
PA 16428 arundelcellars.com.
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The Russian Orthodox

Presents the 10th Annual

TROthA

Russian Festival

Friday, June 1, 2018 - 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday, June 2, 2018 - Noon to 6 p.m.
Sunday, June 3, 2017 - Noon to 8 p.m.

Church of the Nativity Community Center
109 German Street Erie, PA 16507

Russian Food ¢ Ice Bar ® Children’s Area * & More

Russian Breakfast
Sunday, June 3rd at 10 a.m. to Noon

Entertainment
World-renowned Barynya
Russian Dance Ensemble

Benefits
Helps to support the church’s neighborhood
improvement and charitable outreach projects.

www.churchofthenativity.net/troika

May 23, 2018

Church of the Nativity
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SPEND THE
DAY VISITING
THE FAMILY

START YOUR DAY
WHERE IT ALL BEGAN

Mazza Vineyards is our family's first location and
home to many of our traditional European, or
vinefera, varieties like Cabernet Franc and Merlot.

11815 East Lake Road, North East, PA

———————— 5MINUTEDRIVE - — — — — — — -

POP DOWN THE ROAD AND
DOWN TO THE CAVERN

South Shore Wine Company boasts a Civil War era
cavern tasting room that provides a distinctive
setting for sampling some refreshing white and
sparkling wines.

1120 Freeport Road, North East, PA

———————— 20 MINUTEDRIVE — — — — — — — -
SETTLE IN AND SIP AWAY

The Westfield Wonder, NY State’s first winery, distillery,
and brewery, is home to Mazza Chautauqua Cellars and
Five & 20 Spirits and Brewing. With an expansive patio,
craft food on-site’, and a beverage list as long as the
evening shadows, this is the something-for-everyone
place to wrap up your day (or night).

8398 West Main Road, Westfield, NY

e/

MAZZA

ENJOYMAZZA.com *select days
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The 501 Summer Soiree
SATURDAY, JULY 28, 2018

90T members enjoy a variety of exclusive benefits,
including advance access to tickets, premium seats at
performances, entry to private receptions and two
tickets to The Summer Soirée.

Memberships will be available until June 17

To secure your membership, visit mercyhurst.edu/501.
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June 2nd | 1- 8 p.m. | eriefoodtruckfestival.com
G.E. Fields, 800 Water St., Lawrence Park

Brews

Arundel Cellars & Brewing Co.
Black Monk Brewery Erie Brewing Company
Lavery Brewing Company  VooDoo Brewing Company

Bands

PRESENTED BY

0 Northwest

Lindsay Vendetti with Charlie Meyer
Jack Stevenson, Lead Singer Jackson Station
Key West Express ~ First To Eleven ~ Whiskey for Three

Bites

A Waffle Miracle Bruster’s Ice Cream

Cluck Truk Coffee In the Park

Cold Stone Creamery Fat Boys Philly's

FooDoo Truck Hawk's Smokehouse

JEB Concessions Juice Roadies

Kona Ice Lake Effect Lunches
McCullough’s Ice Cream Sticks & Bricks

SorcERIE Food Truck The Big Cheese Food Truck
The Chameleon Three Guys Apple Fries

()921

Q

ttttttttttttttttt

Flﬂ.lﬂFlELn
B i AMERICO

Compan®,

May 23, 2018



CALENDAR

The Rook's New Summer Reign

Extensive outdoor events fill club's summer nights

FRIDAY, JUNE 1

rie's home for live original music is ready to shake
things up for summer. Beginning Friday, June 1, the
King's Rook Club is reinventing itself, with Outback
Jack's, its revamped outdoor patio complex.
“Memories are going to be shared and made this
summer,” stated Ryan Bartosek, the club’'s promoter
and assistant manager. “This will be the first time in
roughly 15 years it's really been fully opened and put to
use for people to enjoy,” he said of the new area. “We
want to take advantage of it being somewhat of a time
capsule. The overall decor and vibe of Outback Jack's
is meant to be similar to a little cabana beach bar you'd

The King's Rook Club will employ a different format this
summer, featuring singer-songwriters (such as John Welton,
foreground) and DJs on its Outback Jack patio.

find in Jamaica, or a beer joint in Mexico. Very rustic,
comfortable and homey.”

Featuring the new outdoor “Funky Munky” bar
(flanked by two life-sized sharks), a small stage, lounge
chair and table seating, marble fire pits, and sand pit
(with free cornhole and bocce every night), the new pa-
tio will also make itself available to local food trucks
The Big Cheese, SorcERIE, The Atacolypse, The Cluck
Truck, Curry Point, and A Waffle Miracle.

Forgoing their usual model of having full live bands
each Friday and Saturday, this summer will now feature
singer-songwriters, along with DJ sets — with acts al-
ready scheduled until the end of August. Acoustic acts
will perform from 9 to 11 p.m., with a DJ taking over du-
ties from midnight until 2 a.m.

Thursdays, which were previously reserved for open
mic nights, will now be privy to special fun events. Ka-
raoke nights, game nights, and trivia nights will happen
eight weeks over the summer, all hosted by songwriter/
princess/bartender Brooke Surgener. Alyssa Santange-
lo will continue her successful run of paint nights, hap-
pening three Thursdays over the summer. The club has

plans to return to its regularly scheduled programming
beginning August 31. Three Saturdays will make way
for “Flow Nights” featuring DJ Voto, and fire spinning by
Hekate performing arts.

Those familiar with the deceptively capacious venue
are aware of the various areas (upstairs has a full bar,
stage, game room, and upper patio, while the down-
stairs contains a mid-sized venue and bar). Most cur-
rent members of the club, however, are relatively un-
aware that the back patio even exists. Their parents are
another story, however. Patrons of the club in the 1990s
will remember that part of the club vividly (though
some memories may be admittedly spotty), as Outback
Jack's was first set up in 1991. Bartosek reasoned that
they “want our members in their early 20s to be able
to bring their parents with them to check the club out,
and their parents to instantly feel like they've stepped
back in time."

“We want to have something for everyone, and have
a laid-back vibe,” Bartosek explained. Finding the per-
fect recipe for summer nights, under the stars, he con-
cluded that “we really want it to feel like a big backyard
BBQ." — Nick Warren

10 p.m. // 1921 Peach St. // 21+ //
facebook.com/kingsrookclub

June 14: CoCo
June 21: Thor Ragnarok

June 28: Beauty and the Beast
Sing A Long Version

OF

BRINGING THE BIG SCREEN TO THE COMMUNITY

Enjoy summer evenings under the stars while watching movies hosted by
The Community’s College. Admission and parking are free! Just bring your blankets
and lawn chairs and relax outdoors on the beautiful Porreco College campus.
Food trucks will also be on location.

All movies Thursday nights at 9pm:

June 7: Jumanji - Welcome to the Jungle

PORRECO COLIEGE

EDINBORO UNIVERSITY
2951 West 38th Street, Erie | Porreco.Edinboro.edu

In partnership with the Film Society of Northwestern Pennsylvania and the Edinboro Film Series

May 23, 2018

FEATURIMNG:
KATE THIEM
STEVE DEJOHN
ALEX HOLBROOK
MICHAEL HAAS
KATIE CECCHETTI
JOSEPH MOKWA
ZACHERY HOFFMAN
ELI COPPOCK
BRITTNEY SHAW
LISA SIMONIAN

CURIOUSINGIDE

OF THEDOG IN THE NIGH ¢
BY SIMON STEPHENS

[ CTED BY
ZACH FLOCK

1) HODGES,
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

MORA SCHILLINGER,
TAGEMANAGER

OPENING WEEKEND:
JUNE 1 & 2 @ E8PM S0LD OUT!
REGULAR PERFORMANCES:
JUNE 8,9,15 &1

8PM 512 ONLINE / 515 AT THE DOOR

WWW.DRAMASHOP.ORG
1001 STATE STREET, SUWITE 210, ERIE PA 16501

PRESENTED BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH DEAMATISTS PLAY SERVICE, INC
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Share your s#?e
of the Good ister

GOODELL GARDENS
Faumers Maket

Une ThY
Edinbore, Pa
Starts June 13th
Wednesdays, 3-6pm

221 Waterford St. (Route 6N),
Edinboro, PA 16412
www.goodellgardens.org
814-734-6699

& U FRAME IT
theposterannex

Eries MastE Urnigue
1= 1_111111-: L__llLL 3’

731 W 8th St (@Lmerb,.») Erle PA
814-456-1313 www.ufipax.com

Erie Reader
Online Ads Work

No sales pitch.
Ads start immediately.
Cancel anytime.

advertising.eriereader.com
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Discover Great Local Eats and Entertainment at the First Erie Food Truck Festival

SATURDAY, JUNE 2ND

s far as culinary trends go, food
trucks are one of the latest to enter
the cultural lexicon, and their popular-
ity has led to one of the season's most
anticipated events. Erie is no stranger
to festivals and block parties, but with
16 food trucks, five bands and almost
half a dozen local breweries appearing,
the inaugural Erie Food Truck Festival is
shaping up to be one of the city's largest
yet. According to organizer Kate Philips,
the festival is anticipating several thou-
sand guests.
“As soon as we announced, the festival

was trending locally, and we have now
more than 12,000 people interested in
the festival on Facebook,” says Philips.
“It's been a true pleasure for our commit-
tee members to overhear people chat-
ting about the festival at the grocery
store or at their kids' sporting events.”

Featured breweries include Arundel
Cellars, Black Monk, Erie Brewing, Lav-
ery, and VooDoo. The local lineup on the
Northwest Stage is comprised of Whis-
key For Three, Jack Stevenson and Jack-
son Station Unplugged, First to Eleven,
Key West Express, and Lindsay Vendetti
with Charlie Meyer. Vendors include Mc-
Collough's Ice Cream, Hawk's Smoke-
house, Fat Boys Philly's, and many more.
Philips elaborates on the appeal of these
food trucks to local foodies.

“A big part of what | love about food
trucks is the direct cook-to-client ex-
perience,” says Philips. “This spring, |
traveled to Rincon, Puerto Rico, where
a food truck alley was established...it
was fanciful, accessible, laid-back and
charming all at the same time. These
trucks were gathered as a destination,

and that's exactly what the Erie Food
Truck Festival will be..I'm hoping that
our patrons will have a similarly exciting
experience.”

An entrepreneur, Philips understands
the courage and resources it takes to
manage a business — even a mobile
one. But if the community’'s response
has been any indication, she has no
doubt the Erie Food Truck Festival
awaits an even bigger future.

“At its heart, running a food truck is
running a business while doing some-
thing you love — the perfect combina-
tion for a joyful profession. A terrific ex-
ample, our festival t-shirts will be made
on site by No Dress Code Studios, a
locally owned mobile t-shirt screening
business. The excitement is so palpable
that we are already planning to extend
to a two- or three-day event next year.
Erie was hungry for a local food truck
festival and we are planning to deliver a
terrific experience.” — Aaron Mook

1p.m. to 8 p.m. // Water Street,
Lawrence Park // $5 Entry

David Murray and Kahil El'Zabar Talk It Out at Artlore

TUESDAY, JUNE 5

Did you ever eavesdrop on a con-
versation in a restaurant listening
mindfully to the play of consciousness?

On June 5, you can listen to an en-
gaging conversation at Artlore Studio
between saxophone and bass-clarinet
player David Murray and Kahil EI' Zabar
on percussion and drums. It's the per-
fect setting. Stephen Trohoske and
Lena Logvina have created an intimate,
relaxed and loving atmosphere. Rom-

Saxophonist David
Murray and percussionist
Kabhil EI'’Zabar will strike
up alively conversation
inthe language of jazz at
Artlore Studio on June 5.

olo's chocolates and
refreshments are also
included.

Murray and El'’Zabar's
conversation will reveal
alarge vocabulary from
the language of music
and their shared Afri-
can-American experi-
ence. It is an important
conversation to hear.
They are never boring
and always intriguing. It's an articulate
chat fest of the highest level. Even if you
are unfamiliar with them — or jazz in
general — bring an open mind and ears
and you will be nourished and inspired.
El'Zabar brings out Murray’s relaxed and
playful sides. He chants, hollers and pro-
pels Murray on hand drums and drum kit
into exuberant solos or calms him into
soft reflections.

El'Zabar has performed here many
times as part of the Ethnic Heritage

Ensemble and he is a wonderfully en-
tertaining presence. He flies his “freak
flag” high and is one of the liveliest new
friends you'll ever meet.

Murray has over 100 recordings as a
leader since 1976 when Flowers for Al-
bert began my eavesdropping. His per-
formance with the World Saxophone
Quartet in Erie was a musical highlight
for me that year. His openness to play-
ing anything from free improvisations to
Latin, Blues, Gospel, Afro-beat and Bop
will keep you engaged. His ability to in-
tegrate tradition and innovation with an
astonishing dynamic range is thorough-
ly entertaining. Listen to his tongue-in
-cheek exuberance and control at the
highest registers of the sax and bass
clarinet. He just shares his joy in the mo-
ment. If we are lucky, they might even
play “Jitterbug Waltz!"

To prepare, listen to their recording We
Is: Live At the Bop Shop, or come with
newborn ears. It may be the best eaves-
dropping and jaw-dropping experience
in your life. — Michael Plasha

8 p.m. // Artlore Studio, 3406
Westlake Rd // $15 // artlorestudio.
com (814) 520-8800
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MUSIC REVIEWS

Post Malone
beerbongs & bentleys
Republic Records

*k

Post Malone's
sophomore al-
bum, beerbongs

& bentleys, is the
musical  equiva-
lent of a Michael
Bay film. Take this
as you will; for some, the album’s nearly
indistinguishable 18 songs — much like
a Transformers film, which does noth-
ing to justify its length — will be more
of what fans love from the 22-year-old
singer/songwriter/rapper. For others,
the album will prove to be a grating ex-
perience, no buts about it — non-fans
need not apply. The recipe for a Post
Malone song is rather straightforward:
take one of Malone's formidable bleat-
ing hooks (the man sings like a goat),
add two verses about partying, pour
over a distorted beat with trap drums
and garnish with a blockbuster-sized
feature to outdo the man on his own
track. Deviations from this formula are
few and far between; highlights include
the three-song stretch of "Otherside”
through “Blame It On Me,” including
the somewhat stunning acoustic ballad
“Stay.” But on opening track “Paranoid,”
Malone drops corny lines about “politi-
cians and their lies,” and on “Spoil My
Night,” he undercuts a refreshing guest
verse from Swae Lee with a line about
“beautiful boobies.” These moments
highlight Malone's worst habit: self-sab-
otage. — Aaron Mook

Mark Kozelek
Mark Kozelek
Caldo Verde Records

1.8 8 ¢

ollowing  his

work with The
Red House Paint-
ers and Sun Kil
Moon  through
the 2000s, Mark
Kozelek  began
making variations of the same record
around 2015. His magnum opus, Benji,
combined the songwriter's gorgeous
guitar work with a known knack for
intimate and detailed storytelling, ef-
fectively opening the floodgates to a
brand new version of Kozelek, strictly
focused on journal entries, spoken word
interludes and a general stream-of-con-
scious delivery. It's interesting, then,
that this is the album he chose to self-ti-
tle, as nothing truly sets Mark Kozelek
apart from most post-Benji releases.
At nearly 90 minutes long, its average
song length is eight minutes. Through-
out, Kozelek delivers stories and senti-
ments both meaningful and vapid (often
within the same track), humorous (the
astonishing “diarrhea” chant at the end
of “The Mark Kozelek Museum”) and de-
pressing (“The Banjo Song"). Simply put,
those who are familiar with Kozelek's
shtick will already know how they'll feel
about this album, and there's not a lot
of room for a lukewarm response. Still,
Mark Kozelek is decidedly leaner than
its predecessor and decidedly focused
on its beautiful, minimalist arrange-
ments. — Aaron Mook

Beach House
7
Sub Pop

L8 0.8 ¢

For more than
a decade,
Beach House
has been on the
cutting  edge
of dream pop's
coastal vision.
Presiding over the somber side of the
movement that re-birthed shoegaze for
a new generation. They're the spoiled,
albeit gifted children of the Beach Boys
and My Bloody Valentine. For the band's
aptly-named seventh album, they con-
tinue to hold the keys to the mansion,
maintaining their relevance in an al-
most unprecedented string of amazing
releases. 7 is a tonal immersion, a deep
well brimming with emotion. Singer
Victoria Legrand’s lyrics remain aurally
indecipherable, though a read-through
proves truly rewarding, unearthing a
lugubrious, solemn poetic style. It's a
dark illustration, detached and pensive,
yet ultimately beautiful. Legrand, along
with Alex Scally, the other half of the
musical duo, shape another gorgeous
selection of tracks. Standout tracks in-
clude the infectious warm flow of “Lose
Your Smile,” and “Woo,” the former be-
ing one of the album’s few track that
would sound more at home in the late
'60s than the late ‘80s, a clear influence
on the latter. The deep bass of this re-
cord is trance-inducing, and a signpost
of the glacial move to darker sounds.
— Nick Warren

llluminati Hotties
Kiss Yr Frenemies
Tiny Engines

180 6 8/

loriously

varied and
bursting with it's
own  personal-
ity, humor, and .
pathos, this de- -
but record is as- me—
tounding. The grinningly-titled Kiss Yr
Frenemies is worthy of becoming a cult
favorite with its own dedicated following.
Not content with any single, repetitive
tone, the album wavers between the
absurdist humor of Colleen Green and
the intimate vulnerability of Vagabon in
regards to both instrumentation and vo-
cal delivery. The opening punches of the
record — especially “(You're Better) Than
Ever"— are funny, fast, and memorable.
“Paying Off the Happiness,” an uptempo
cut at the album’s midpoint, encapsu-
lates millennials’ acceptance of debt, in
antongue-in-cheek celebration. The soft,
emotionally resonant moments like “For
Cheez (My Friend, Not the Food)” and the
album'’s heartbreaking closer “Declutter”
hit with equal measure. Behind it all is
Sarah Tudzin. An accomplished studio
engineer and producer living in Los An-
geles, some of her credits include the lat-
est from Macklemore and Slowdive, and
even the soundtrack for Hamilton. It's
safe to say that the album sounds great,
but it's far from aurally showy, using the
vernacular of lo-fi bedroom albums,
translated into a refreshingly high fideli-
ty. — Nick Warren

TOMMY IN TOON —BY TOMMY LINK

Hello! j-ud' warted to reach ouf fo
you with my avaikble dales this Mmonth.
£ you have any of them free, let me Know!

%
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g

SIND TO

er;'}r BfE'H'S
Ye Olde Brew Pub
Cate Cflee Shop
Brusi E:at&ﬁr;l‘l
Grapeland Wirery
The Beer Bor
Mactin's Martinis

We have the Lﬂhopm!]

{eamuryvlindane com|
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SUMMER FUN STARTS NOW!

SAT, MAY 26 6:05 PM

FRI, MAY 25 - 6:05,2M

HOME RUN KING 30
BOBBLEHEADS

*FIRST 1,000 FANS

GAME OF
THRONES

gy sTEWH "

MON, MAY 28 - 1:35PM ' TEBOW TIME - MAY 29-3

LAST GAMES vs.
BINGHAMTON
ATUPMCPARK '
THIS SEASON!

TUES - 6:05
$1 SMITH'S HOT DOGS, POPCORN, | WED - 6:05 m

12 0z. PEPSI & DOMESTIC DRAFTS |l THURS - 11:05 AM
PRESENTED BY BUDWEISER + ROCKET 105 JBA°FEW SEATS REMAIN!

LEARN MORE ABOUT
GROUP OUTINGS AT

SEAWOIVES
# 456130

Double-A Affiliate of the Detroit Tigers

KINGS ROOK CLUB

1921 Peach St, Erie, PA 16502

STAY IN THE KNOW n .

OUTBACI( JACK'S PATIO & FUNKY MUNKY BAR OPEN AT 8PM _

Two story outdoor patio bar, w/ stage and sand gaming area!
FREE CORNHOLE, BOCCE & GAMES ALWAYS!

Food trucks parked INSIDE Outback Jack's every THUR-SAT!
**ENTERTAINMENT & EVENTS MOVED INDOORS ON RAIN DAYS**

GRAND OPENING WEEKEND

FRI JUNE 1: John Welton 9PM-11PM + DJ Dale C 12AM-2AM
FOOD BY The Cluck Truk Food Truck

SAT JUNE 2: Heather DeVore 9PM-11PM + DJ NITRO 12AM-2AM
FOOD BY The Big Cheese Food Truck

Karaoke, Trivia & Game Nites w/ Brooke! & Paint Nites w/ Alyssa!
**See Facebook for details**

$2 DOMESTICS & $2 LONG ISLANDS 8PM-12AM!

EVE RY FRI DAY & SATU RDAY

ACOUSTIC SHOWCASE 9PM-11PM

FRIDAY NITE NITRO (classic rock, pop & hip—hop w/ DJ NITRO) 12AM-2AM!
OLD SKOOL SATURDAY NITE (hip-hop from 90s & 00s w/ DJ Jonny Evans) 12AM-2AM!
$2 WELLS & SELECT BEERS 8PM-12AM!
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LECOM

| o

5K SCHOLARSHIP RUN/WALK &
1 MILE WELLNESS WALK

The LECOM 5K Scholarship Run/Walk is a community event
to encourage a healthy lifestyle, promote physical fitness
and improve the health of the Erie community. All proceeds
raised support the LECOM Student Scholarship Fund to
provide financial support to medical, pharmacy and dental
students attending the Lake Erie College of Osteopathic
Medicine by offering scholarships for their educational needs.

DATE Saturday, August 11, 2018
LOCATION LECOM Medical Fitness & Wellness Center

5401 Peach Street, Erie PA

TIME 8:00 a.m. Registration and packet pick up
8:30 a.m. Registration closes
8:55 a.m. Pre-race instructions
9:00 a.m. 5K Begins
9:05 a.m. 1 Mile Wellness Walk Begins
10:15 a.m. Awards Ceremony

LECOM

THE JOHN M. & SILVIA FERRETTI
MEDICAL FITNESS & WELLNESS CENTER

5401 Peach Street, Erie PA | 814-868-7800 | LECOMWELLNESS.com

Register TODAY for the LECOM 5K Scholarship
Run/Walk & One Mile Wellness Walk at

www.runsignup.com/LECOM5K
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CROSSWORD

Across

1. Grin from ear to ear
5.2011 Leonardo DiCap-
rio film with the tagline
"The Most Powerful Man
in the World"

11. Fraternity letters

14. Folk singer Guthrie
15. Groups appearing in
striking photos?

16. Funny Gasteyer

17. Misses

19. Opposing vote

20. Like the "lliad" or the
"Odyssey"

21. Prohibits

22. Something posted by
PewDiePie, say

27. Plays the siren

30. Pesto ingredients

31. Mine, in Montreal

32. Fortuneteller's card
33. With 36-Across, 1981
Grover Washington Jr./
Bill Withers hit whose
title is aptly sung before
the words seenin 17-, 22-,
50- and 58-Across

36. See 33-Across
41."See if | care!"

43. Grandma, familiarly
44, Hairstyles that usually
involves clips or pins

48. Nearing midnight
50. It might include spurs,
chaps and a ten-gallon
hat

52. Princess captured by
Jabba the Hutt

53. Unhelpful

57.QB's try: Abbr.

58. "Mind your own busi-
ness!"

62. Actor Cage, informally
63. Liquid ____

64. Jules et Jim, par
exemple

65. Brown or Auburn, e.g.:
Abbr.

66. Soup or salad

67. Cable sports award

Down

1. Evan or Birch of Indiana
politics

2. Suffix with stink

3. Reunion attendee,
briefly

4. House that drains
finances, slangily

5. Dr. J's actual first name
6. Pass

7. Performed

8."There but for the
graceof God ___ "

9. Suffix with meth- or
prop-

10. Online news aggrega-
tion inits.

11. Paradise

12. How butterflies might
be caught

13. Final approvals

18. Small cavern, in poetry
21. Recycling receptacle
23. Words before "tree" or
"creek"

24. What to expect when
you're expecting

25. Sufficient, for Shake-
speare

26. Presidential "no"

27. ____ Mahal

28. Bird on Australia's
coat of arms

29. Hip-hop's ____ Def
32. Players often pick it
up

34. Baseball exec Epstein
35. Nephew of Donald
Duck

37. Directly paired

38. Like on Twitter, infor-
mally

39. French "a"

40. _ Juan, Puerto
Rico

42. Nittany Lions of the
Big Ten: Abbr.

44, Students with the
motto "Fiat Lux," infor-
mally

45, Beautifully worded
46.0n/off ____

47. Org. for which Mike
Tyson twice held the
heavyweight title

48. Gush

49. Dryer screen buildup
51. Sweetums

54, Crafts the U.S.
government has never
recognized

55. Nitwit

56. Website used by a lot
of artisans

58._ fly

59. Name on Chinese
restaurant menus

60. Winner of the first
three Fiesta Bowls, for
short

61."So's ___ old man!"

THE CLASSIC (a.ka "DADHAT")

Soft
and
rounded

HORMATIVE. WORN BY APPROXIMATELY

@~ BALLCAP SEMIOTICS -@B

100 pULLIOM AMERICANS

THE TRUCKER HAT

PoMINANT IN THE
705 AND '80s

THE MAGA HAT

Tii-Fitting
bulbous
bastard
spawn of
dod and
trucker hats

Extra-thick
Feam

[RONICALLY REVIVED
IN THE ‘00%

THE BoXY FLATBILL (a.k.a.
“THE SNAPBACK")

INDICATOR oF SUBCULTURAL
FUNKINESS, RAKISHLY REJECTS
CURVES oF STANDARD BALLCAP

TRUCKER HAT “LITE"
GOES MAINSTREAM, MOW
WoRM BY YOGA MOMS

LIKE A CoMNE OF SHAME
WITHOUT THE SHAME

D28 Joan Sorensan www jensorensen.com  Twitler: @JeanSorensen

SHRENTEN

Answers to last issue’s puzzle
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STORIES OF

SERVICE:
TETNAN WAR

= i

May 24 at 8pm
on WQLN-TV 54.1

NATIONAL

MEMORIAL DAY

CONCERT

May 27 at 8pm
on WQLN-TV 54.1
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TELEVISION

Evil Genius Delivers News on Infamous Erie Event

The Netflix documentary series sheds new information on the Pizza Bomber Case

=
=
w
=
w
=

By: Nick Warren

[DISCLAIMER: This contains
spoilers for the series Evil Genius]
Released Friday, May 11 as a four
part series, Evil Genius is the latest
high-profile true crime offering from the
online streaming giant, Netflix. Upon its
release, it served as featured content,
and has likely been viewed by millions
(only a guess since Netflix is notorious-
ly taciturn regarding their actual rating
numbers). It tells the story of Marjorie
Diehl-Armstrong and is, according to
its subtitle “The True Story of America’s
Most Diabolical Bank Heist.”

The events surrounding the death
of pizza delivery man Brian Wells have
captivated people from day one, and
it's no mystery why. On August 28, 2003,
Wells received a call to Mama Mia’s Piz-
zeria just north of the Millcreek Mall on
Peach Street. He drove to 8631 Peach
Street across from New Motors in Sum-
mit and was outfitted with a homemade
collar bomb around his neck and a
specially-fashioned cane gun, receiv-
ing written instructions to rob the PNC
Bank at the Summit Towne Centre (now
closed). Wells was apprehended by the
police, where officials soon discovered
the collar bomb. Wells died surround-
ed by police, while being filmed by lo-
cal news outlets as the bomb went off.
The events of that day made their way
around the world, with a nearly end-
less maze of bizarre details. As events
unfolded, the story become even more
lurid, leading to two more deaths, a fro-
zen body, and a stockpile of government
cheese.

If you live in Erie, and especially if you
did between 2003 and 2010, chances
are you're well acquainted with the ba-
sics of this story. You already know the
main cast of characters: Diehl-Arm-
strong, Wells, William Rothstein, and
Kenneth Barnes.

Evil Genius highlights each of these in-
dividuals. It also touches on the deaths

Produced by the Mark and Jay Duplass,
Evil Genius tells the story of Marjorie
Diehl-Armstrong, William Rothstein, and
the many people drawn in around the 2003
death of Brian Wells.

of Wells' coworker, Robert Thomas Pin-
etti, and Diehl-Armstrong's ex-boyfriend
James Roden, the titular “Frozen Body"
in the second episode, and discusses
Floyd Stockton, who after serving a
prison sentence for rape, now lives in
Washington state and was accused by
Diehl-Armstrong of putting the collar
around Wells' neck.

Most significantly, the series con-
cludes with a filmed confession from
Jessica Hoopsick, who maintains Wells'
innocence. The series refers frequent-
ly to a notebook page written by Wells
showing the names of several area
prostitutes. Among those names was
Hoopsick's, one of his favorites. The two
formed what seemed to be a deep and
legitimate friendship. Hoopsick was
serving a prison sentence at the State
Correctional Institute in Muncy, Penn-
sylvania during the same time as Mar-
jorie Diehl-Armstrong. After Hoopsick's
release, she met up with filmmaker Trey
Borzillieri. On camera she revealed that
she helped Armstrong and Rothstein
select Wells to do the robbery. This con-
tradicts Armstrong’'s comments, as well
the court testimony from Barnes. Hoop-
sick’s timeline also conflicts with that of
witness Michael Douglas, who testified
that he saw Wells on the afternoon of
the robbery.

Full of expertly crafted tension, the
series is riveting to watch. It's made all
the more surreal being familiar with the
settings, like upper Peach Street. The
filmmakers refrain from making any di-
rect judgments about Erie itself. There
are numerous tracking helicopter shots
of the Bayfront as well as Summit and
McKean. Absent are the all-too-famil-
iar dreary scenes of abandoned man-
ufacturing buildings shown in nearly
every “post-Trump” news story. It casts
its law enforcement officials in a neu-
tral-to-positive light (and downright
glowing when compared to the Mani-
towoc County Sheriff's Department in
Making a Murderer), and it attempts to
treat the perpetrators and victims with
respect. It's notable that the first words
visible in the title sequence, before
“Netflix” or “Duplass,” are “Erie, PA." As
much as one's confirmation bias seeks

to make Erie a character in this series,
the documentary is about a specific
series of events and the people around
them, and there's plenty there.

As well as the filmmakers do at try-
ing to string together a linear narrative,
there might just be too many moving
parts to make that happen. Nearly every
detail of the case is able to branch out,
raising more unanswered questions.

From the opening seconds of the se-
ries, it's clear that Marjorie Diehl-Arm-
strong is not being intentionally de-
monized here. Throughout, there are
countless references to the beauty of
her youth and her intelligence — de-
spite how you choose to interpret the
title.

On the other side of the law, the per-
son most often on camera is FBI Spe-
cial Agent Gerald “Jerry” Clark, the
lead investigator in the case (FBI Ma-
jor Case #203). Clark retired from the
FBI in 2011 and still resides in Erie. He's
now a professor at Gannon University,
holding a Ph. D. in criminology. In 2012,
Clark, along with the Erie Times-News'
Ed Palattella — who has covered the
case from it's beginning — wrote Pizza
Bomber: The Untold Story of America's
Most Shocking Bank Robbery, a 448
page first-hand account of the events.
The two also teamed up to pen A His-
tory of Heists: Bank Robbery in America
in 2015, and Mania and Marjorie Die-
hl-Armstrong: Inside the Mind of a Fe-
male Serial Killer in 2017.

The reviews of the series have been
favorable overall, with many citing its
binge-worthy presentation. Evil Genius
is the heir apparent to Making a Mur-
derer (with this year's Wild Wild Coun-
try vying for the position as well). The
2015 hit Netflix original series debuted
9 months after the conclusion of HBO's
landmark six part series The Jinx. These
two series were arguably the most nota-
ble entries in the zeitgeist of true crime
that followed the release of the podcast
Serial in 2014. The Wells case has been
the subject of numerous podcasts it-
self, including a 2017 episode of My Fa-
vorite Murder.

After the cliffhanger of Hoopsick's
confession, the filmmakers are open
to a following season, though there is
nothing announced at this pointin time.

Nick Warren can be contacted
at nick@eriereader.com
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BEST

GREAT LAKES INSURANCE

ERIE COUNTY GAMING REVENUE AUTHORITY

LECOM

LAKE ERIE COLLEGE OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE

RECYCLING

Geiger & Sons

Glenwood Beer
Distributors Inc.

Highmark Blue Cross

HEADLINER
SPONSORS

Advanced Finishing USA
and Archi-Texture
Finishing, LLC

Accudyn Products
Armanini, Kolodychak

Mazza Vineyards

Millcreek Office of
Emergency Management

Erie Beer Company
The Erie Community

Erie Insurance Group

FRIDAY, JUNE 22, 2018 * 7:30 P.M.

BEACH 11

PRESQUE ISLE STATE PARK * ERIE, PA

Get your tickets today for BEST SUMMER NIGHT 2018 with
Steve Miller Band and Peter Frampton. Two rock legends performing
on the beach for a great cause — there’s nothing else like it!

For tickets and additional details, visit BESTSUMMERNIGHT.COM.

P
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Services Brour. LLE

LINCOLN

CENTER STAGE
SPONSORS
Cascade Club

Catrabone, Catrabone &
Associates

Chaffee Landscaping

Competitive
Gear Bike Shop

Connoisseur Media
Cumulus Erie

Pennsylvania Department
of Conservation
and Natural Resources

Printing Concepts

Sterling Technologies
and Good Ideas

Welder’s Supply Company

Curtze Food Services

Dahlkemper Landscape
Architects & Contractors

Elks Lodge #67
Erie Federal Credit Union

Foht Investment Properties
Fralo Industries

Frontier General
Contracting

G&H Plugs
Rob and Doug Geiger

Gene Davis
Sales & Services

MacDonald lllig Attorneys

Maloney, Reed,
Scarpitti & Company

Mercyhurst University
Passport Realty

PNC Financial Services, Inc.
ProSource Wholesale

THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

*HBKS

Wealth Advisors

UPMC Hamot

PRESQUE ISLE
PARTNERSHIP

UPMC HEeAILTH PLAN

Purchase, George &
Murphey, P.C.

Quinn Law Firm

Reddog Industries
ReMax Real Estate Group
Richards & Associates
Scott Enterprises, Inc.
Sportsmen’s Athletic Club
Talarico & Associates
RBC Wealth Management
Vicary Insurance
WeissEarley Landscape
Design & Contracting
Westlake Woods
Assisted Living

OPENING ACT
SPONSORS
Bruce’s Pub & Grub
The Cork 1794

Doleski & Wolford
Orthodontics

Howard Industries

J Thomas Tree Service
Potratz Floral & Greenhouse
Skip Knoll Inc.

Attorney Ed Smith

South One Supply &
Home Center

Weber Murphy Fox
Wm. T. Spaeder

Concert proceeds benefit waterfront safety and accessibility at Presque Isle State Park. * Presented by Presque Isle Partnership



JOIN US THIS MONTH TO WIN YOUR SHARE OF OVER $400,000 IN CASH AND PRIZES!

D | - | o 5 Y
oNe A4 P " ASELS e FAMILY NIGHT
AR Ja,. AT THE RACES

FRIDAYS FROM 4PM T0 10PM Iy 1 EveryLiveRacing

7777777 ; 3?';.'1 saime ’ 7 D ‘.I‘ < wy ]‘)ﬁ‘lay
mmﬁriwmy

Bi o'Q.

toplaymldmaeaseﬂlelfwmmgs. S2 Cheeseburgers

Howtoenter: $1Smith's Hot Dogs
- One free entry on the promotional day listed above Now-June 14 $1 French Fries
- One bonus entry for every 20 points you earn that day Monday-Thursday
'y ¥y June 17-October 4 and more!

Sunday-Thursday

Bronis Sliver Gold President  Chalrman
Ixentries Enties InEotries  Ax@ntries  Sx Entries

- Players can only win once per drawing day.

Post Time 5:25pm

MUSICis  SOUL
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

BBACKSTRETCH

UH—J%

THURSDAYS - 8:30PM

$9 99 Buffet'

Fiesta Fridays 4pm-10pm
ltaliano Saturdays 12pm-10pm
Pot Luck Sundays 12pm-3pm

$14.99 Non-ONE Club Members. ONE Club discounts do not apply.
Soft drink included. Milk products $1.50.

1-90 Exit 27, Erie PA f If You or Someone You Know
presqueisledowns.com \ pr'esque ISIe Has a Gambling Problem,
1.866.ERIE.FUN ” / (\ S downs&cagno Help is Available.

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS « 9PM




