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On learning

I make a mistake, to my husband when he
loads the dishwasher, etc. — that learning is
the whole point of life. Growth, empathy, under-
standing, change — those all come from constant-
ly learning and adapting to new information. With
learning also comes humility, and the ability to ac-
cept that were wrong, to move forward with new
faculty, and actually change our behavior accord-
ingly. It is a challenge to the ego, and the best of us
are able to recognize that and move forward. This
can be small — a child learning that words matter
and can hurt. This can be big — like acknowledg-
ing that children (or really anyone) having easy ac-
cess to weapons of war is not in the best interest
of our children’s mental health or physical safety.
If a child grows up having never learned that words
matter and can hurt, they become that anonymous
(adult) Facebook commenter who, not taking into
consideration the hurt their words cause, contrib-

I 've often said — to my children, to myself when

Growth, empathy, understanding,
change — those all come from
constantly learning and adapting to
new information. With learning also
comes humility, and the ability to accept
that were wrong, to move forward with
new faculty, and actually change our
behavior accordingly.

utes to making a child feel like the school that they
attend somehow makes them a bad person. With-
in the pages of this issue, we will take a look at Erie
High School, the only fully public high school serv-
ing our city's teenagers, and one that is working,
alongside the United Way of Erie County, to raise the
self-esteem of and school pride in their students —
to help them learn that they are doing great things
and that their future matters.

We'd also be remiss if we didn't take this opportu-
nity to have a bit of a teaching moment. While the
Erie Reader is and always will be free for anyone to
read, in understanding the spirit of that freeness, we
ask that you don't take more copies than you need,
please. Whether you agree with what we print or not,
making off with, say, “hundreds of copies” because
one’s fragile ego can't cope with a writer’s opinion, is
not in the spirit of free circulation. Sometimes sim-
ple ideas that seem obvious to everyone else need
to be spelled out. We're happy to help.

Segue to election season, where we are all pre-
sented with plenty of opportunities to learn, and
more importantly, to change course. It's okay to
change your mind, to let go of whatever beliefs
you felt defined yourself as a person. It's okay to
say, "Actually, this doesn't really make sense for me
anymore. | was wrong and now I'm going to choose
a different path.” Say it over and over again, like a
mantra. You'll find it will get easier the more you say
it, | promise. That's what learning, and hence, what
life is all about.
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Erie County: The Linchpin to a Democratic Presidency
Combating Trump’s pixie dust in Pennsylvania with focus on issues, energy, early voting

By: Jeff Bloodworth

am Talarico knew before he saw
S the polls. The Erie County Demo-

cratic Party chair is on the pulse
of our swing county in the nation's
swingiest state. With Joe Biden as the
nominee, Talarico witnessed a trick-
le of volunteers. Once Kamala Harris
topped the ticket, a flood commenced.
Talarico told me “People are calling and
asking, ‘What can I do?’ Canvassing and
phone banking are way up. And inter-
est is way up. There was a lot of energy
that was just released once the change
[Biden to Harris] was made. It is expo-
nentially different.”

And as Erie goes, so goes Pennsylva-
nia — and with it, the White House.

Weeks ago, Donald Trump was throt-
tling Biden in Pennsylvania. Across 68
polls, the Republican led the Democrat-
icincumbent by nearly five points. Cur-
rent polling shows Harris has surged to
a three-point lead nationally. In Penn-
sylvania, an aggregate of 28 polls has
the vice president with a narrow one
point lead.

With money and energy, Talarico now
has eight full-time staffers in his Erie
office and (at last count) 200 volun-
teers. But Erie is merely a microcosm
of the fundamental vibe shift in Amer-
ican politics. Mercyhurst University
political science professor Joe Morris
sees in the polling what Talarico senses
on the ground. The longtime observer
of western Pennsylvania politics told
me, “Harris has completely changed the
dynamics of the race. At this time, the
Trump campaign is at a loss for how to
manage this.” Even more ominous for
the Republicans is Morris’ interpreta-
tion of the political mood. Morris ar-
gued, “To beat a movement, you need a
movement. Harris is on the threshold
of being a leader of a movement, like
Obama in 2008 and Trump in 2016."

A Kamala Harris movement, if it were
to emerge, would be an expression of
public fatigue with Donald Trump. Ta-
larico believes the Republican incum-
bent has “exhausted a lot of people”
with “the same old nonsense about the
size of crowds and cheating on the elec-
tion.” But don't take a Democratic parti-
san's word for it. David Urban, a native
Pennsylvanian and senior advisor to
Trump in 2016 and 2020, complained
to me “the President needs to get refo-

1YYYYYM

Erie has long been a bellwether county for election results in Pennsylvania and Democratic leaders in the area are seeing an uptick in volunteerism and enthusiasm
since Kamala Harris has been appointed the Democratic nominee - which has also shifted the polls, and vibes, in the Democrat's favor.

cused on the issues.”

To Urban, the Harris vibe shift has
shocked Trump into what are his old,
bad habits. He called his former boss
“one of the most gifted politicians.” But
in the same breath he carped “he is also
one of the most flawed.” What Talarico
calls a “one-trick pony” is Trump's pro-
pensity to resort to what Urban calls
“hand-to-hand political combat.” Har-
ris most certainly possesses the mo-
mentum, which has sent Trump into
a political funk. That is the dynamic
prompting the nicknames and insults,
which drive even Trump's most ardent
supporters batty.

The Democrat’s energy is an expres-
sion of a natural anti-Trump majority
in the American electorate. Composed
of partisan Democrats, independents,
and conservative “Never Trumpers,”
this majority runs across the political
spectrum. For now, Harris is coalescing
this heterogeneous grouping of voters.
But Urban knows the vice president
has potential weaknesses, especially in
Erie and, therefore, Pennsylvania.

In California politics, Harris belonged
to her state's pragmatic, center-left
wing. But in the echo chamber of a
one-party state, she drifted left in her
truncated 2020 presidential run. In that

race, Harris endorsed gun buybacks,
fracking bans, and the Green New Deal.
These positions delighted progressive
activists. But, as 2020 revealed, Twitter
is not real life. Liberal activists domi-
nate social media but they don't reflect
rank-and-file Democrats, much less the
larger electorate. In 2020, Harris never
even made it to presidential primaries.
But she learned a lesson. For the 2024
presidential race, she pivoted to the
center.

Despite her swivel to the center, Har-
ris’ 2019 policies still loom as political
Kryptonite in Erie and Pennsylvania.
Urban said of Harris' turn, “Those are
some mental gymnastics that Olga
Korbut would be proud of. I would love
for her to come to Pennsylvania and
explain her position on mandatory gun
buybacks. All the Trump campaign has
to do is focus on the issues. If we make
this about the issues, Republicans win.”
But he knows that Harris' liberal cen-
trism is good politics. That's why he
growled, “If we listen to her [now], she
sounds like a f*ckin’ Republican.”

Despite the polls and the Harris mo-
mentum, the race remains winnable
for Trump. To win, Urban urges Trump
to focus upon the issues in general and
Erie County in particular. Half-joking-

ly, he told me, “The Brig Niagara should
be the new presidential yacht. There
should be a national holiday for Oli-
ver Hazard Perry.” Urban knows his
mercurial candidate often lacks the
patience and discipline for an issue-fo-
cused campaign. But in 2016, Trump, at
Urban'’s urging, stressed his issues —
immigration, deindustrialization, and
globalization — in the campaign’s final
weeks. In the process, he won Pennsyl-
vania and the presidency.

Liberals may loathe Trump, but the
Republican possesses a political pixie
dust that delights the casual non-col-
lege voter. White working-class voters
comprise over half the electorate in
the Blue Wall states of Michigan, Wis-
consin, and Pennsylvania. This is why
Trump typically outperforms his polls
in these states. As “Trump” voters, they
turn out for him, and him alone. They
are difficult to poll. Typifying this
magic is a 2018 western Pennsylvania
campaign event for Fred Keller, a Re-
publican running for a Pittsburgh-ar-
ea congressional seat. Recalling the
event, Urban told me, “It was a Trump
event. [But] the crowd had no idea who
Keller was. All they knew is that Don-
ald Trump was there. These voters only
care that she [Kamala Harris] is not
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Donald Trump.”

For now, 2024, looks to be a repeat
of 2020 — a contest between Trump's
pixie dust and old-fashioned campaign
mechanics. In 2016, the Clinton cam-
paign ignored Erie County, and every
part of Pennsylvania not named Pitts-
burgh or Philadelphia. In 2020, Erie-ar-
ea Democrats organized and boosted
Biden to victory in Erie County. In 2024,
Erie Democrats are planning and pre-
paring to go beyond their COVID-con-
strained 2020 efforts.

Talarico is touting a ‘coordinated
campaign” that combines his staff with
a recently opened Harris office, one of
14 across Pennsylvania. And Terron
Sims, who helps lead the Democratic
National Committee’s voter mobiliza-
tion efforts, boasted, “When it comes
to grassroots get-out-the-vote cam-
paigns, no one beats the Democrats.

crats won Pennsylvania in 2020 by the
barest of margins, 80,555 votes out of
nearly 7 million cast. To win, Trump
needs to combine his casual voters
with a united Republican Party. And
therein lies the Trumpian rub. Political
fistfights excite his casual voter base.
But even these folks want some policy
bread to go with their circus. Trump
struggles to find the proper bread-and-
circus balance. But like a power hitter
in the zone, when he finds that bal-
ance, he is a political force.

The opposite side of Trump's pixie
dust coin is dysfunction. Like 2020,
dysfunction may prove decisive.
Trump's active disdain for mail-in and
early voting is a self-inflicted political
wound of the highest order. In the 2022
Mehmet Oz/John Fetterman U.S. Sen-
ate race, Pennsylvania Democrats had
banked 1.5 million early votes prior to

To win, Trump needs to combine his casual
voters with a united Republican Party. And
therein lies the Trumpian rub. Political
fistfights excite his casual voter base. But
even these folks want some policy bread to
go with their circus. Trump struggles to find
the proper bread-and-circus balance. But
like a power hitter in the zone, when he finds
that balance, he is a political force.

We have professionals and super vol-
unteers who have been doing this for
decades.”

To his detriment, Trump values vibes
over organization. An area liberal strat-
egist told me that the GOP’s local dys-
function helped Democrats win Erie
County for Biden in 2020. Four years
later, Erie County Republicans have
new leadership. But sources report a
“major beef” between Trump forces
and Erie Republicans. Bizarrely, local
Republicans pay rent to the Trump
campaign for a bit of space at the lo-
cal Trump headquarters. A Democrat-
ic official described this arrangement
as “‘odd.” Indeed, the Harris campaign
had the opposite agreement with local
Democrats.

Conflict is to Trump what the sun is
to organic life. So, underestimating his
pixie dust, as Democrats did in 2016,
can lead to defeat. Remember, Demo-

election day. Before Fetterman’s ill-fat-
ed televised debate against Oz the
Democrat, on the strength of his early
vote, already had the senate race large-
ly won. Urban, obviously frustrated,
advised, “Trump derides early voting.
Republicans need to play by the rules
in the Commonwealth. We need to en-
sure that the voters of color who are
for us are registered.”

In 2024, the pixie dust may not be
enough to overwhelm the Demo-
crat’'s organization. Urban sighed and
warned, “If we don't pivot quickly, it
will be hard [to win]. Democrats are so
jacked-up. The early vote will be a huge
advantage for the Democrats.”

Jeff Bloodworth is a professor of American
political history at Gannon University. You
can follow him on Twitter/X @jhueyblood-
worth or reach him at bloodworoo3@
gannon.edu
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An Open Letter About Open Containers

Local brewer weighs in on possible city council measure

By: Jeff McCullor

ello Erie City Council members. I'd like to
H touch on a few points regarding the ongoing

conversation around open containers in our
fair town — a feature that few communities across
the country enjoy.

Throughout the warmer months you'll frequently
see an Erie Ale Works canopy out and about at area
events. Erie’'s lack of open container rules are benefi-
cial to us and our business of bringing locally made
beer to the people. So obviously I'm an advocate for
the current lack of rules. Our company’s revenue and
consequently, jobs, are directly tied to our mobile
bartending business.

I certainly understand that bad actors are out there
daily abusing their privileges (open container is defi-
nitely a privilege, not a human right we're all owed
somehow) and ruining it for the rest of our commu-
nity. And we all know alcohol has a rather bumpy
history of enabling bad decisions in otherwise very
well-behaved humans when abused.

I urge our city council to consider absolutely every
angle of any proposed changes because any prohi-
bition of the open container privilege has potential
negative impacts on our business along with others

in the food and beverage industry. Under the current
arrangement I can take my official City of Erie vend-
ing permit coupled with my Pennsylvania Liquor
Control Board exposition permit and pop open my
canopy at any public location I wish, just like a craft
vendor or food truck.

“Clamping down on open containers

has the potential to cause some serious
economic challenges for those in the
alcohol service industry, and with the
consumer spending rollercoaster we've
been on, I'd prefer more critical concerns
occupy council’s time for now.” — Jeff
McCullor, Erie Ale Works co-owner

I understand part of the new set of rules includes
exceptions at obvious events like CelebrateErie and
the Erie Blues & Jazz Fest. Regulatory efforts would
relax and wed all go about our lives. For non-obvi-
ous events (LEAF's Open Market, PorchFest, and The
Downtown Partnership’s Thursday night concert se-

ries among many, many others) I would hope there
would be some sort of quick approval process, online
preferably, that won't hamper the remote part of
anyone's business. EAW isn't the only company out
and about doing pop-up gigs, but we've certainly op-
erated our fair share over the last 10 years.

Clamping down on open containers has the poten-
tial to cause some serious economic challenges for
those in the alcohol service industry, and with the
consumer spending rollercoaster we've been on, I'd
prefer more critical concerns occupy council’s time
for now.

Jeff McCullor is the co-owner of Erie Ale Works. He can be
reached at jeff@eriealeworks.com

Pennsylvania

Vloting should be
without obstacles.
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Teens, Tension, and Technology: The Loneliness Epidemic
Delving into the reformatting of friendships and the struggle to find ‘third places’

By: Dan Schank

y favorite local place to take my kids is
M Headwaters Park. It's 35 acres of interwoven

trails, wrapping around Mill Creek, offer-
ing a variety of bridges, pathways, rock formations,
and pools of water for my daughters to explore. Its
patchwork of forest is sparse enough that I can keep
an eye on them without constantly intervening. They
can make a mess without damaging public property.
And unlike other local favorites — Frontier Park, for
example — their play at Headwaters is mostly im-
provisational. Since there are no slides, swings, or
monkey bars, they are forced to invent games. They
sprint across bridges, skip rocks, and search for sala-
manders. Within 15 minutes, they'll typically concoct
some activity with loosely-defined rules that keeps
them occupied for an hour or so, often with minimal
conflict.

Headwaters exemplifies the kind of childhood ac-
tivity championed by social psychologist Jonathan
Haidt in his insightful and occasionally annoying
bestseller, The Anxious Generation: How the Great Re-
wiring of Childhood is Causing an Epidemic of Men-
tal Iliness. According to Haidt, “it is in unsupervised,
child-led play where children best learn to tolerate
bruises, handle their emotions, read other children’s
emotions, take turns, resolve conflicts, and play fair.”

My kids are five and seven as I type this. And pro-
viding them with enjoyable, screen-free outdoor ac-
tivities is perhaps easier now than it will be in six or
seven years. Soon enough, they'll have to reckon with
a firehose of unregulated digital content, the highs
and lows of social media, and the anxieties of early
adolescence. And their anxieties will undoubtedly
differ substantially from my own teen years in the
early 1990s.

Haidt's Anxious Generation is perhaps the most
famous book to examine the so-called “loneliness
epidemic” among young people. His argument goes
something like this — Gen Z (born after 1995 or 1997,
depending on who you ask) came of age at a time
where smartphones had become ubiquitous, when
social media had allowed us to quantify our experi-
ences through liking and sharing, and when camera
phones had encouraged us to endlessly document
our lives through images.

Concurrently, reported mental health struggles shot
up substantially (even prior to COVID lockdowns) on
account of what Haidt describes as a “great rewiring”
of kids' minds. He believes we have moved away from
a “play-based childhood” and toward a “phone-based”
one. Haidt, who wants a return to the former, argues
that parents should be far less protective about phys-
ical activity (encouraging greater outdoor risk-taking,
longer recess times in school, and less overprotective
parenting) and far more protective about online ac-
tivity (by limiting screen time, banning cellphones
in schools, and only allowing social media accounts
after a child turns 16).

Gen Z has grown up in the age of the smartphone and their existences are deeply intertwined. Father and teacher Dan Schank looks at the
interconnectedness of isolation, loneliness, and technology — how today's youth are effected, both positively and negatively.

Anxiety and ambiguity

I decided to write this article because of the mixed
feelings I have about Haidt's claims — and about
the discourse surrounding adolescent loneliness in
general. As I read his book, I was keenly aware of his
agenda as a centrist public intellectual prone to mar-
ketable generalizations and occasional crankiness. I
also couldn't help contrasting his claims with my ex-
periences as a professor at Penn State Behrend. Like
Haidt, I've noticed (anecdotally) an uptick in students
who “check out” as the semester unfolds, paired with
an increasing inability to meet deadlines and main-
tain schedules. If, seven years ago, I'd have one or two
students per class who simply stop showing up, that
number is now often between three and five. At the
same time, I find Gen Z students cultivate sharp crit-
ical thinking skills, having shed some of the shallow
optimism of the millennials that preceded them. In
my experience, they are also more tolerant of cultur-
al and sexual/gender differences than any past gen-
eration — arguably due to the influence of the same
screen-based behavior that Haidt assumes is rewir-
ing their brains.

Haidt identifies a real problem, even if I'm not fully
on board with his focus on curtailing smartphone us-
age as the silver bullet for fixing it. Adolescent mental
health struggles are genuinely way up for Gen Z. Ac-
cording to the 2023 National Survey on Drug Use and
Health, “4.5 million youth (ages 12 to 17) had a major
depressive episode” in 2022. To put that in perspective,
the same survey notes that major depression among
teens has more than doubled since 2004, with in-
creases of 145 percent for girls (from about 13 percent
to nearly 30 percent) and 161 percent for boys (from

about 5 percent to around 12 percent). Locally, the
Pennsylvania 2023 Youth Survey shows a modest de-
cline in mental health issues, but the results are still
alarming. Using data from 34 middle and high schools
in Erie County, the report indicates that “41.5 percent
of students reported they felt sad or depressed most
days in the past 12 months,” and “18.1 percent of stu-
dents had seriously considered attempting suicide.”

But there are positives as well. According to the
same survey, alcohol and tobacco use have declined
substantially — only 30 percent of students claim
they have ever tried alcohol, which is a 16 percent
drop since 2009. Only 7 percent have reported ever
smoking a cigarette. A recent study from Penn State
found that students seeking counseling services rose
by 40 percent between 2009 and 2015, with increas-
es continuing up to the start of COVID lockdowns.
In the University's 2023 annual report, 61 percent of
students seeking mental health services had received
prior counseling.

Part of this rise is the result of increased access to
resources — something Haidt neglects in his analysis.
For example, the Mental Health Parity and Addiction
Equity Act of 2008 requires insurers that offer mental
health benefits to provide the same level of benefits
for those services that they do for medical and surgi-
cal care. If mental health crises have reached epidem-
ic proportions, Gen Z at least has better options on-
hand and a willingness to use them. And they don't
appear to be “self-medicating” to the same degree that
many of us did in decades past, when our struggles
were more likely to be endured in unquantifiable si-
lence.

If we can agree that these trends are alarming, to

September 11, 2024

ErieReader.com | Erie Reader | 9



FEATURE

what degree should we blame them on technology?
Doing so makes intuitive sense — who among us
doesn't resent our hours spent doom-scrolling, or
feeling inferior to Instagram influencers, or daring
to peruse the comments on a GoErie Facebook post?
But when experts tally the data, the results are more
ambiguous. In a critical review of Haidt's book, psy-
chologist Candice L. Odgers notes that several me-
ta-analyses and systematic reviews produced by re-
searchers have found minimal correlation between
“well-being and the roll-out of social media globally.”
Instead, Odgers argues that “when associations over
time are found, they suggest not that social media
use predicts or causes depression, but that young
people who already have mental health problems use
such platforms more often or in different ways from
their healthy peers.”

What the young people are saying

You can make it through all 295 pages of The Anxious
Generation without any clear idea of what actual ad-
olescents think of Haidt's hypothesis. As a 40-some-
thing who fears falling prey to outmoded preconcep-
tions, I wanted to hear more from Gen Z themselves.

Behind Their Screens: What Teens Are Facing (And
Adults Are Missing) was the book I needed to help
complete the picture. Social scientist Emily Weinstein
and sociologist Carrie James surveyed over 3,500
teens to see what they thought about growing up in
a heavily digitized world. The duo paint a more nu-
anced picture of modern adolescence than Haidt, one
that occasionally inverts my Gen X assumptions. For
example, a great deal of seemingly-antisocial smart-
phone behavior is actively tending to the friendships
we fear are disappearing. This occurs through group
texts, multiplayer video games, likes, comments, and
reshares. And in some cases, there are real interper-
sonal consequences to not keeping up with the on-
line habits of one’s closest friends.

Take “Snapchat streaks,” for example. Weinstein
and James note how the platform allows users to
tally how many days you've sent and received Snaps
with a friend. The more consecutive days you inter-
act with someone, the longer the “streak” continues.
If you are feeling alienated, you can open your phone
and see quantifiable data about how committed peo-
ple are to your friendships. But many of the teens
interviewed in Behind Their Screens also find these
streaks exhausting. How long do they need to go on?
And if you take a break, do you run the risk of insult-
ing someone you care about?

Behind Their Screens makes it clear that the same
young people who seem rude and affectless at the
dinner table are often reckoning with a web of social
protocols that would leave the friendliest of us ex-
hausted. Here's how the authors put it in a Time mag-
azine editorial inspired by their book: “Even before a
social media post is made public, close friends can be
pulled into photo selection, editing, and final vetting.
Once posts appear, friends are expected to step up —
and fast. Liking posts is the bare minimum.”

For a local perspective, I reached out to some Beh-
rend students. And I deliberately targeted video game
aficionados because they are the demographic [ have

(anecdotally) seen struggling the most in my class-
es. This led to a revealing conversation with two of
our Digital Media, Arts, and Technology majors, Sean
Martin (age 19) and Dev Vyas (age 20).

When given a quick overview of my article topic,
Martin was quick to assert that games like Fortnight
actually encourage a sense of community because
they require people “to find ways to work together.
And that leads to friend requests, which leads to con-
versation.”

Vyas is quick to note that when games like Fort-
night or Call of Duty are in multiplayer mode, “they
cannot be paused,” which causes conflict with his
mother. She doesn't understand that if he walks away
from the game, the other members of his team can no
longer rely on him. Vyas has also found that a sense
of community comes from playing a Minecraft-style
game called Genshin Impact, “because random people
can join your world and you can talk to them through
chat.” He also notes that a few of these friendships
have carried over into real life as well.

[The Emily Weinstein and Carrie
James book] Behind Their Screens
makes it clear that the same
young people who seem rude and
affectless at the dinner table are
often reckoning with a web of
social protocols that would leave
the friendliest of us exhausted.
Heres how the authors putitina
Time magazine editorial inspired
by their book: “Even before a social
media post is made public, close
friends can be pulled into photo
selection, editing, and final vetting.
Once posts appear, friends are
expected to step up — and fast.
Liking posts is the bare minimum.”

Both Martin and Vyas have purely online friend-
ships as well —i.e,, genuine friends that they've never
met in person. In Martin's case, shared interests led
to a four-year-long interaction with an aspiring an-
imator in Turkey. “We found that we have a shared
passion for making films,” he says. “I had an online
presence at one point because I take comic books
very seriously. And he had seen me online. And he
was an up-and-coming artist who asked if I would
take two or three minutes to see his video. And I said
that'’s great, because I want to do animation but I'm a
writing person and I don't know the technical stuff.
And from then on, we just connected.” Martin also
says that gaming has helped sustain the friendship.

It's not all positive though. The same multiplayer
games they've used to cultivate friendships can also

be havens for bullying. “There’s a thing called proxim-
ity chat,” says Vyas, “where you can hear everyone —
even the players who are not on your team — talking.
And it can get really bad sometimes. They'll say plen-
ty of words that you don't like!”

Cultivating “third places”

I began this article by praising the time my children
spend at Headwaters park. The park meets the defi-
nition of a “third place” — i.e, a social space that is
not your home or where you work. Many experts con-
cerned about adolescent mental health point to the
decline of such spaces, especially for young people
who are too old for the playground and too young for
a bar. If “screen time” is synonymous with alienation
and hang-out time is labeled as “loitering,” then what
exactly are adolescents expected to do with them-
selves?

Seph Kumer, director of community engagement
at Erie’s First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant,
is keenly aware of the problems of social alienation.
The students he encounters often seem “distracted,
with short attention spans, and awkward about what
could be deemed ‘routine and normal’ social interac-
tions.” To address these issues, his team works with
Gannon University to host a late-night Study Space,
open from 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. during finals week each se-
mester, featuring quiet rooms and an area to gather
for snacks and socializing. “We offer a time for stu-
dents to gather for announcements and a very brief
exam prayer,” says Kumer. Students are asked to par-
ticipate in exercises like “greet two people you don't
know, share your major and what you are studying...
or what you are most worried about during exams.
By the end of the six nights, students feel very com-
fortable with one another, and they linger longer in
the refreshment area. They speak of the space we cre-
ate as extremely special and valuable.”

The Study Space is part of a larger effort within the
Church of the Covenant to establish ties to the Erie
Community that extend well beyond traditional reli-
gious gatherings. In recent years, they've prioritized
summer block parties, picnics at Presque Isle, game
nights, “Sunday Supper” meals that feed the needy,
and a whole host of outreach endeavors targeting our
growing immigrant community. “There is something
about a shared goal or task, and using your hands,
that allows for some valuable interactions,” says
Kumer. “Enough to start or kindle a deeper friend-
ship.”

Unmediated “third places” arent extinct yet, and
the past decade has been a (mostly) positive one for
Erie. Consider the revitalization of the Federal Hill
neighborhood, or the rise of coffee shops like Pressed,
Purrista Cat Cafe, and Ember + Forge. And if your dis-
illusioned teenager seems like a visitor from another
planet, consider your own relationship with technol-
ogy. Exhausted by social media? Unable to put down
your phone? Longing for a place to spend time that
isn't your house or your workplace?

Maybe we have more in common with our children
than we think.

Dan Schank can be contacted at danschank@gmail.com
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Marquette’s executive team, from front: John
Dill, chief executive officer; Julie Wilson, chief
financial officer; Kelly Montefiori, chief operating
officer; and Matt Zonno, chief lending officer.

The Right Experience.

At Marquette, it's not just about our leadership and expertise in banking. It’s also about
our experience in helping hardworking families, growing local businesses, and reinvesting
in our communities. Because when it’s your hometown, those things matter more.

MarquetteSavings.bank
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Changing the Culture: Erie High Becomes a Community School
The United Way breaks unprecedented ground, points way toward brighter futures

By: Erin Phillips

hen you tell a kid they're not good enough
W— through words, actions, Facebook com-

ments — what choice do they have but to
eventually believe it? When the public’s words be-
come a child’s internal monologue, how does that
child find the motivation to do better? Or to have
pride in the choices they make and the hard work
they do? What's the point of trying if all anyone is
going to focus on are the negative moments, the mis-
takes, the poor choices of others that are completely
outside of their control? Hold these thoughts in your
head for a moment.

Enter Erie High School (EHS) — the City of Erie’s
public high school, the historic educational facility
that has housed Erie’s secondary students for gen-
erations, and the product of a merger in 2017 that
combined Strong Vincent and East High Schools
with Central High School to create a single school
that allows students to choose their own “pathway
to success” through either a traditional high school
curriculum or one of their many career and technical
education programs.

Enter also the United Way of Erie County, their
Community Schools program, and their adoption of
EHS as such. The United Way has created communi-
ty school partnerships in all of the city's public ele-
mentary and middle schools and they are truly lead-
ing the way with their newest partnership with Erie
High. According to President Laurie Root, “We are
one of the few communities in the entire country to
have the full continuum of community schools from
grades K through 12.”

What is a community school and how is that
designation helping Erie High School?

A community school is a way for, well, the commu-
nity to have more of an impact on outcomes of our
public schools through partnerships with businesses
throughout the region that supply funding, resourc-
es, as well as either a single or (in the case of EHS)
a team of community school directors to help imple-
ment programs that will affect positive changes.

These changes include goals like uplifting the pub-
lic's perception of the school, positively affecting the
overall culture and school pride, driving up student
outcomes, improving student and teacher morale and
quality of life, and the overall success of the students
at that community school.

These students represent the future of Erie Coun-
ty — our budding workforce, our decision-makers
— their success is equal to the success of Erie and in-
volving/investing the community in their outcomes
is a key component.

At Erie High, the United Way has installed four
community school directors — each tasked to focus
on one of the four key pillars of change the organi-
zation has identified as barriers to student success.
And this is all data-driven — these are not the anec-

This original mural, created in collaboration with Erie High students, art teachers, and Erie Arts and Culture artist-in-residence Annie Schmitt
highlights the diversity at Erie High - featuring the native flora of 50 countries represented in the student body.

dotal opinions of CEOs, executive directors, or school
administrators. These needs are dictated specifically
by students, faculty, staff, and neighbors through in-
tensive polling, interaction, and communication. The
four pillars are:

1. To create a positive environment of wellness
and learning — tackling attendance issues (for
both students and teachers), providing onsite
health and wellness resources, improving staff
morale and school culture

2. Expanded learning and extracurriculars —
strengthening in-school engagement, out of
school time, and opportunities for expanded
learning

3. School transitions and life preparedness — this
pillar focuses on the needs of incoming fresh-
men and New American students, strengthen-
ing communication across the board

4. Family and community partnerships — hon-
ing in on parent engagement, student civic
engagement, and neighborhood and commu-
nity outreach which will help reframe the pub-
lic's perception of the school and its students

For Meghan Easter, the lead community school di-
rector at EHS and the first to start working towards
the aforementioned pillars at Erie High, this is not
her first rodeo. Formerly, Easter headed up the United
Way Community School model at Pfeiffer-Burleigh
Elementary and oversaw major changes and success

through that program. She jumped at the chance to
be in on the ground floor of the spearheading pro-
gram at EHS.

“I'm a product of Erie’'s public schools. I grew up in
the city. I have four children and we live in the city.
I went to college for psychology and sociology and
so I learned about working with people, building re-
lationships, and how systems support or sometimes
act as barriers to reaching success,” Easter explains.
She continues, “When this project first started, it was
very interesting — because nothing like it existed in
Erie and it was really about how we're supporting in-
dividual families, students, and educators to be able
to do their true job. But it was also talking about
systems-level change: changing processes and proce-
dures and developing partnerships. For me, if I could
have created a job based on what I wanted to do, it
would be this.”

Changing public perception first step in changing
school culture

One of Easter’s first tasks (and there are many) is to
work on changing the public perception of EHS —
both its students and its programs. Remember my
opening paragraph? The one about public opinion’s
effect on a child’s motivation, self-esteem, and self-
worth? That's exactly what Easter hopes to tackle
early on — sharing out the great things about EHS,
working their way out of the negative public percep-
tion that kids who end up at EHS are somehow bad.
She reflects, “They (the students) recognize the neg-
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The Mental Health Association of NW PA

thanks you for your support on Erie Gives Day.
We are very grateful for all donations that
will be used to further our Mission.

MHA's Mission:
That all people with mental health needs lead meaningful and satisfying
lives through choice, responsibility, and dignity with respect.

Our Consumer Recovery Drop-In Center, located at 1101 Peach Street in Erie, provides
services to adults with mental health needs. We offer hot meals, showers, clothing and
hygiene items, laundry facilities, TV and movies, computer lab, library, pool table and more.

Call us at (814)452-4462 x144 for more information on our services and how you can
become a member.

Join us on Saturday, September 28th from Noon-4pm for our OPEN HOUSE. Find out
more about the many services and opportunities we have to offer at MHA. Staff will be on
hand to offer tours, share information, and answer questions. Light refreshments served.

MENTAL HEALTH oS
ASSOCIATION -1 @
of Northwestern Pennsylvania
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ited class size

FALL CLASSES ARE
REGISTERING NOW!

eriedance@gmail.com ® (814)476-7123

eriedanceconservatory.com
8335 Edinboro Road e Erie, PA 16509
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We're hiring CLINICAL and NON-CLINICAL
positions at our Manchester Commons
campus in Erie. Ask about our variety of
scheduling options and sign-on bonuses for
select positions. Join our team, apply today!

CareersAtSrCare.org or
call 814.314.1719
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Impression Massage Erie
Trusted, licensed Massage Therapy

Mo welcomes his many former clients to his new studio.
Located in the safe, open historic area of downtown Erie. ..
You can now avoid the cost of high-priced chain stores and their rents.

If you don’t know him already...Meet Mo.

® A licensed massage therapist with over five years
of health care and massage experience.

® Mo has helped hundreds of clients with mobility, pain issues and
preventive techniques. He listens to his patients to help fix their
problems and explain what he’s doing.

® As an award-winning athlete and bodybuilder — He understands
the approach needed to help you to feel better and relax.

Introductory rates are located on website or by phone.

Text or Call 814-331-9718 « www.impressionmassageerie.com

of Building Better Lives

Mary Lynn Rote, LPC, CADC
Rob Giannamore, LPC
Jillian Rhoades, LCSW

Alen Melik-Adamyan, LCSW

Samantha Marcinko, LPC
Mark Gardner, LPC
Sara Allegretto, LPC

Hannah Proper, LCSW
Jessica Dahlgren, LPC
Henry Krol, LPC, CAADC

Individuals | Couples | Families
Depression | Anxiety | Trauma | EMDR Therapy
Addictions | Fitness Training
Nutrition & Weight Management

4320 Dexter Ave. Erie, PA 16504
For more info, visit www.marylynnrote.com

14 | Erie Reader | ErieReader.com

Thinking
about
grad
school?

STOP THINKING.
START DOING.

Penn State Behrend can help.

Our master’s programs are

flexible and convenient, putting
that advanced degree within reach.

INFO SESSIONS ARE GOING ON NOW!
BEHREND.PSU.EDU/GRAD

PennState
Behrend
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ative impact and it's defeating for them. They know
that good things are happening and they want to
be proud of coming to school here, it’s just that they
want support from the people they're hearing from.*

The United Way completed a year's worth of data
collection at the high school before laying out a
structured plan for implementing their community
school model, which involved a team of employees
from United Way spending a lot of time with stu-
dents, surveying them, their teachers, and their par-
ents, in order to get a greater understanding of the
barriers that are keeping students from succeeding.
And public perception and opinion showed up as a
major barrier. One student shared with United Way
staff that, “people only think that kids go to Erie High
because were not smart enough to go to Collegiate.”
That statement is not only heartbreaking, but moti-
vation-killing as well. And Easter is working hard to
combat that effect through social media messaging,
public relations, parent communication, community
and neighborhood outreach, and more.

Principal Donald Orlando reflects on this, “So many
good things go on here — we have wonderful kids,
wonderful staff, and we do great things. We have
the Career and Technical Education (CTE) depart-
ment which is strong. But when were not putting
the good news out, the only news that gets out are
the unfortunate events. When people talk about Erie
High, they think about all those negative things and
not the good things because, well, we never put that
out there.” He continues, ‘I'm really looking forward
to Meghan (Easter) helping with that — she’s already
sitting in on meetings saying ‘well, how do people
know that?' and were making sure were communi-
cating. She’s getting on social media to help us out. So
we'e definitely going to make an intentional push to
get all the good news out there — what all our awe-
some kids and staff are doing every single day.”

Easter reiterates, “This is a big goal in the first year,
sharing the great things. Looking at how people are
receiving information and how we tap into the pock-
ets of the community that aren't receiving our mes-
saging.”

The United Way itself is also working on this issue.
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Pictured from left to right are Community School Director Meghan
Easter, Erie High Principal Donald Orlando, and President of United Way
Laurie Root. This team will be joined by three other Community School
Directors in this office space at Erie High to begin to implement the
model at the secondary education level.
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The machine shop within the Career and Technical Education wing at Erie High features some of today's most state-of-the-art equipment. The
curriculum, along with the equipment provided, come from recommendations of the school’s advisory board. Consisting of Erie business owners,
the board suggests which tools will most benefit the students as they enter the workforce.

President Laurie Root relays, “We have a new event
that were doing in place of our annual meeting which
will be on Oct. 16 at the Convention Center and it is
to celebrate the launch of the Erie High Community
School. We will be bringing in students from the CTE
program and from other areas of Erie High so that
our attendees can see what's going on in the school.”

She continues, “This is the main high school for our
city and it's really important for our teachers and
students, but also for our community, to support the
school because that makes a significant difference in
kids showing up and how they show up. WeTe real-
ly hoping to, this first year, put a push on changing
that public perception so we can really have a sense
of support for the school and students and celebrate
what's going on.”

Leaning in on EHS's Career and Technical Educa-
tion's success

In a recent Gallup poll and follow-up story done by
NPR, it was discovered that Gen Z (which includes
students currently aged 12-18) is struggling to find
value in school — nationally, across the board. A
mere 14 percent of students polled stated that they
felt that their schoolwork “challenged them in a good
way.” And that gap widens among students who do
not want to or don't have the means to go to college.
Sixty-eight percent of high schoolers say they've
heard “a lot” about college while, by comparison, only
23 percent of high schoolers say they've heard a lot
about “apprenticeships, certificates, and vocation-
al programs.” Meanwhile, according to employment
website Indeed, those industries with the highest
need for employees are health care, construction, me-
chanics, and tradespeople (electricians, welders, etc.).

Enter Erie High School's CTE program.

One of the most successful components of EHS is
their Career and Technical Education (CTE) wing —
and as I tour that area of the school with Principal
Orlando, Easter, and Root, I can sense their pride
growing with each area we visit. Historically, Tech
Memorial/Twin Tech/Central Tech hung their hat on
this program that, when the high schools merged in
2017, the public (wrongly) perceived as being eliminat-
ed. That couldn't be further from the truth, and the
program is more robust now than ever.

EHS offers 18 CTE programs that prepare students
for college, careers, industry certifications and state
credentials, and opens a number of self-sustaining
pathways for kids after graduation. These programs
include: auto body technician, auto mechanics tech-
nology, childcare and support services, criminal jus-
tice, computer programming, construction trades,
cosmetology, culinary arts, digital media, machine
trades, medical assistant, sports medicine/rehab
aide, welding, horticulture/landscaping, marketing,
nursing assistant, pre-engineering, and protective
services. The breadth of this program provides an un-
matched opportunity for students to hone in on their
interests and work toward a very real goal and having
an advantage when they enter the workforce.

And, I'd wager a guess, that the kids in the CTE pro-
gram at Erie High are “feeling challenged in a good
way.” The horticulture students maintain all of the
school grounds and operate a greenhouse, learning
about agriculture along with landscaping. Principal
Orlando shares that if he were a student at EHS right
now, that's what hed choose to study. “You get to be
outside for half of your school day!” The construction
trade kids literally build a house within one of the
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The Career and Technical Education program at Erie High gives students another option besides a four-year college degree. There are a wealth of
areas to focus on including auto mechanics and auto body (left) and construction trades (right). This program will be expanded and improved as

Erie High becomes a Community School through United Way.

CTE bays, complete with framing, electrical, plumb-
ing, HVAC, etc. This is a field that challenges the kids
logically and creatively, giving them skills not just for
their future employment, but also for life.

Principal Orlando explains, “About half of the stu-
dent population is enrolled in the CTE program. We
work with the people who work in those industries
and own the businesses — they help us design the
curricula, direct us on what pieces of machinery to
buy, what certifications students need, etc. So when
a student graduates from the program, they're imme-
diately employable. They can go right into the work-
force and make a livable wage, or they can go to a two
or four-year school.”

Root expands, “Many of the certifications that the
student needs are paid for by the school, so they don't
have to be paid out of pocket by the student. So, when
they graduate, they [can] go right into the workforce.”

She goes on to explain how the United Way Commu-
nity School model can help expand and improve this
program, “Being a Community School will help with
making that connection to a broader number of busi-
nesses in this community. We've had probably about
100 business leaders that we've brought through the
school in thelast school year and there were alot who
did not know what was going on here. Many were
very interested in making that connection because
this is their future workforce. It's a really tight em-
ployee market right now, so hopefully over the next
couple years well be able to hone a better connection
with the business community and the students here.”

The future’s so bright

Easter and the other three community school di-
rectors — recently announced by the United Way
as Bryan Barton, Shateria Franklin (40 Under 40

Class of 2023), and Kane Patron — have a dedicated
space within the ample 550,000-square-foot, newly
renovated school which spans four city blocks (put-
ting to rest that negative public perception that
the school is not big enough to accommodate the
student body — it is, most assuredly, big enough).
They will each have an office/coworking area
alongside a community closet, which is an area of
the school where students can access food, hygiene
products, clothing, etc. to help fill some basic needs
that, if not met, inhibit a student’s ability to focus
and learn.

Root explains, “This will be the first out of the
local community schools that will actually have a
team of community school directors and so the col-
laboration will be huge amongst the team. They all
have different pillars, so all the components inter-
connect.”

The United Way, the Community School directors,
and the administration and staff at Erie High are all
poised to embark on a massive journey, beginning
this year — one that leads away from the negative
perceptions of the past and towards a brighter fu-
ture for the students, the school, and the commu-
nity. We are all in the same boat, here in Erie, and
what benefits each and every child is a benefit to
us all. The United Way is shining a light on that
connection and acting as a beacon for Erie’s future
success. Let's all right our ships to follow that light.

For more information on the United Way's Community
School program visit unitedwayerie.org/our-impact/stu-
dent-success/community-schools/

To learn more about Erie High School, their CTE Pro-
gram, or for enrollment information visit eriesd.org/

eriehigh

Erin Phillips can be reached at erin@eriereader.com
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2nd Annual Board of Director’s Dinner Gala
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Denise Johnson, M.D., FACOG, FACHE

Former Physician General and

Acting Secretary of Health for Pennsylvania

BAYFRONT CONVENTION CENTER

5 PM Cocktail Hour * 6 PM Presentation, Formal Dinner to Follow
After 5 Attire * Cash Bar * Tickets - $§73 Per Person

RSV by October 4, 2024
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Justin Dombrowski Takes On Erie's
True Crime History One Book at a Time

Ghouls, grave robbers, and

extortion in newest release

By: Jonathan Burdick

likely already familiar with the

work of Justin Dombrowski. In
June 2022, the Central Tech and Mer-
cyhurst University graduate published
Murder & Mayhem in Erie, Pennsyl-
vania in which he depicted the tales
of six lesser-known true crimes from
the city's past. In February 2023, he
followed it up with Erie’s Backyard
Strangler: Terror in the 1960s, a stand-
alone narrative recounting a series of
possibly connected murders of wom-
en throughout the city. In October of
that same year, he then dropped Wick-
ed Erie which told seven local tales of
“scandal, robbery, murder, suicide, the
mob, and more.”

Now, he's back once again with Erie’s
Great Mausoleum Mystery: Ghouls,
Grave Robbers and Extortion, the sto-
ry of the Erie Cemetery's Scott Mau-
soleum and the infamous 1911 case
surrounding it. As described by The
History Press, a subsidiary of Arcadia
Publishing: “With the inside of the
mausoleum heavily damaged — and
a body missing — the crime set off
shockwaves throughout the country
during a time in which grave robbery,
extortion, and murder reigned su-
preme. .. The case took a sinister turn
when a series of letters were sent to
wealthy local philanthropist Charles
Hamot Strong, threatening to blow up
his mausoleum and murder his grand-
daughter.”

Dombrowski's latest book is a must-
read for those interested in Erie histo-
ry, but it also has a broader appeal and
is accessible to anyone anywhere inter-
ested in the time period or fascinating
true crime cases.

Dombrowski, who also administers
the popular local true crime Facebook
page Shadows From the Boulevard,
simply hasn't slowed down these past
few years. If you are curious how he re-
searches and writes so fast, youre not
alone.

“Most of my research consists of
material gathered from over 15-plus
years of work,” explains Dombrowski,
adding that he multitasks, working on
two projects simultaneously and by

If you are into Erie history, you are

GROULS.
GRAVE ROBRERS
& EXTORTION

planning ahead in one to two year in-
crements. The research, he says, never
really ends and is a continuous process
up until publication.

His first step is to organize his re-
search into an in-depth outline with
detailed citations. This serves as a
guide when he begins to write his first
draft. He can kick this first draft out
very quickly, usually between one to
two months. He then sets it aside for a
few weeks before beginning revisions.
This is when he can tighten the nar-
rative, refine the dialogue, and ensure
that he’s adhering to the specifics of
his contract.

“My writing process has not really
changed [since Murder & Mayhem],’
says Dombrowski. “However, Ive
learned what does, and does not, work
when it comes to writing the manu-
script, so each book brings with it cer-
tain challenges and constant learning
experience.”

Having worked with a publisher for
these past four books, what has he
learned about the publishing indus-
try? Word count is key. “Word count
will normally dictate the length of
your manuscript,” he says, “and is im-
portant towards furnishing your craft
to a particular audience.”

As for marketing? There’s a lot more
self-marketing these days with pub-
lishers encouraging authors to engage

September 11, 2024



FEATURE

with their audience through social me-
dia. “It's a great way to continue to con-
nect with your audience,” he notes.

When asked what drew him to the
mausoleum case for his latest book,
he describes how the story has always
been told in such a neatly summarized
manner which always left him with
so many questions about the case. He
sought to find the answers.

“For me, it was a constant cliffhanger,”
he says. “I wanted to know more about
the individuals involved like Gilbert
Perkins, Charles Franklin, the Strongs,
and others.” The initial idea for the sto-
ry actually came to him while writing
a chapter in Murder & Mayhem. “The
more research I did, the more I started
to realize there was a bigger story to be
told encompassing several thousand
newspaper clippings, court transcripts
and records, and so much more infor-
mation that has never been explored
before.”

With the help of the Hagen History
Center — which he describes as an in-
credible asset — as well as the National
Archives in Philadelphia, the National
Archives at Kansas City, Jenkins Law
Library, the Cleveland Library, and

various other archives throughout the
country, he began piecing together the
broader story. “William Hamilton Old-
field, the great-grandson of John Frank
Oldfield, who was instrumental in the
Black Hand case (a 1911 unsolved mur-
der seemingly perpetrated by the shad-
owy Black Hand Society) as well as the
mausoleum case, was also gracious
to share some of the family archives,”
adds Dombrowski. This included hand-
written letters.

Dombrowski’s stories always unravel
in a narrative style with a voice unique
to him, which, when you learn he spent
years working as a screenwriter and
briefly in the film industry, makes per-
fect sense. There are even plans to turn
Erie’s Great Mausoleum Mystery into a
three-part docudrama series.

“For me, history is full of stories rich
in detail with colorful characters that
rival any film media,” he says. “When I
set out to write a story, I make sure I
know the tone I want to portray to the
audience, so the task for me to trans-
port you, the reader, back to 1911 is cru-
cial in understanding the who, what,
where, and why of what happened. The
story of the Scott Mausoleum case is

no exception. I've come to believe that
writing in such a way really does pres-
ent history in a new, three-dimensional
way.”

He also learned quite a bit about
Erie's Strong family. “Even in 1911, it was
incredible to see just how much influ-
ence the Strong family exerted over the
direction of the investigation, much to
the chagrin of newspaper correspon-
dents who flocked to Erie from all over
the country,” he says. “Despite their
shortfalls, there remains plenty of ev-
idence that shows Charles and Annie
Strong, although wealthy, were very
generous when it came to caring for
the city.”

If you think Dombrowski is ready
to take a break after publishing four
books in just over two years, think
again. He has two more on the horizon
— and plenty of ideas beyond that.

“I am under contract with The Histo-
ry Press for my fifth book on the Deb-
bie Gama case of 1975, he says, adding
that he plans to donate a portion of
the proceeds to the Crime Victim Cen-
ter. The first draft has already been
completed. After that, he'll be writing
a book about the devastating Mill-

creek Flood of 1915.

All things considered, it's been a pro-
ductive and rewarding time for Dom-
browski. “Overall, it's a journey that I
really enjoy and look forward to every
time I am able to release a book,” he re-
marks. “The most rewarding part is be-
ing able to meet those who have read
my books and appreciate the time
and effort put into an endeavor such
as this. Hearing what they like — and
dislike — helps me grow as both an au-
thor and historian.”

You can pick up a copy of Erie’s Great
Mausoleum Mystery: Ghouls, Grave
Robbers and Extortion by Justin Dom-
browski today at your local Erie book-
store or order through your favorite
online retailer. Then be sure to buy a
few more copies to share with friends
and family (and don't forget to leave a
review to appease those algorithms).

For more information on Dombrowski, his
books, and Erie’s true crime history, visit
facebook.com/ErieTrueCrime

Jonathan Burdick runs the public history
project Rust & Dirt. He can be reached at
jburdick@eriereader.com
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How Erie's Women The Future PAC Became a Sign of the Times
Former Erie County Executive Kathy Dahlkemper discusses importance of women in government

By: Liz Allen

eeks before Vice President
Kamala Harris became the
Democratic presidential

nominee, signs were already popping
up on Erie lawns with two distinct
but pointed messages, reading: “When
Women Vote, Women Win" and “Grab
Your Future by the Ballot.”

The signs are the creative brainchild
of Women The Future, a political ac-
tion committee (PAC) in Erie organized
to support women running for elected
office at all levels of government. So
far, nearly 500 signs have been distrib-
uted, with more being printed to meet
demand in the lead-up to the Rally for
Women's Rights in Erie on Saturday,
Sept. 28, at 1 p.m. at the Bayfront Con-
vention Center.

The Erie Reader sat down with Kathy
Dahlkemper, a founding member of the
PAC, to learn more about how Women
the Future came to be, what impact the
members hope to make in the Nov. 5
election and where the PAC will direct
resources in 2025 and beyond.

Liz Allen (LA): The June 24, 2022 U.S.
Supreme Court decision in Dobbs v.
Jackson Women'’s Health Organization,
overturning Roe v. Wade, has energized
women across the country to fight
back politically to restore reproduc-
tive rights. What role did the Supreme
Court decision have in creating Women
the Future?

Kathy Dahlkemper (KD): Women The
Future, more affectionately called WTE,
was born out of the outrage many
women felt after the overturning of
Roe. We were frustrated and wanted to
do something. The conversation kept
circling back to getting more women
elected to office at all levels. We felt that
most men just didn't get it, and beyond
Roe, there were so many issues where
we believed our voices were not being
heard. We coalesced around creating a
PAC (Political Action Committee) as an
effort to change the dynamic.

LA: Even before Roe v. Wade was over-
turned, you were encouraging women
to run for local office. Why is it critical
for women’s voices to be heard on is-
sues that affect our region?

KD: I have a strong belief that when
more women are at the table where
decisions are being made, when the
number of women in office is closer to

men in office, our communities will all
be better off, much better represented.
Women bring a different perspective to
the discussion, a perspective that is es-
sential. I've personally found women to
be more open to listening and willing to
consider other points of view, to com-
promise. If only men are at the table, if
there is no diversity of race or gender,
of age and socio-economic background,
then we are not really representing
our community. This goes for all levels
of government, including local, as so
many issues that affect our daily lives
are decided at the local level. In many
ways local government and school
board decisions impact your family
more directly than those made on the
national level.

LA: Can you share some examples
on how having women at the deci-
sion-makers’ tables has made a differ-
ence for Erie?

KD: Erie was ahead of its time in the
1980s when Mayor Joyce Savocchio
and County Executive Judy Lynch
were leading our community and they
collaborated and got things done. The
voters appreciated their hard work
and lack of drama by re-electing them
multiple times. As a US. Congress-
woman and as county executive I saw
how women could more readily think
of the greater good as they make de-
cisions. The Blasco Public Library was
built during the Judy Lynch era and
soon became the catalyst for bayfront
development. Mayor Savocchio is tout-
ed for fearlessly tackling city budget
deficits and is heralded for leading the
charge to invest $180 million in the
city’s Wastewater Treatment Plant, ac-
tions that directly led to achieving the
goal of making Presque Isle Bay clean
enough for swimming after decades of
pollution. I authored the amendment
to the Affordable Care Act which al-
lows young people to remain on their
parent’s health insurance until 26 years
of age — a law that has saved thou-
sands of young people's lives and kept
many more from going bankrupt.

LA: What issues are top of mind right
now for Erie women, whether they live
in the city, the suburbs, or a rural area?

KD: We conducted a survey among
our members and the top issue was a
women’s right to choose. There is a fear
of the slippery slope when you start to

PR

Former County Executive Kathy Dahlkemper sat down with Liz Allen to discuss the creation of the Women
the Future PAC, which was organized to help support women running for public office at all levels of

government.

lose rights, particularly about person-
al issues. Gun control was the second
most concerning issue. The ongoing
mass shootings at schools and public
events is very top of mind for mothers,
grandmothers, and all women every-
where.

LA: When you brought women elect-
ed officials together previously for
monthly lunches, you stressed the need
for women to work together across the
aisle. Is that a guiding principle for the
PAC?

KD: Absolutely. The divisiveness in
our politics today makes it hard to gov-
ern, to do the best for all our citizens.
When you are elected to office, you are
there to serve all the people, not just
a particular party. Working across the
aisle should not be a dirty word. Com-
promise is essential and studies have
shown women are better at finding
that middle ground.

LA: Other organizations have sprung
up in recent years to support women
running for public office. Does WTF
coordinate with those groups, such as
She Should Run?

KD: Yes, weTre not here to duplicate

the work of others. We want to encour-
age women to run for office and then
connect them with the resources they
need, whether it is training and educa-
tion, mentoring or financial advice.

LA: How does WTF work to reduce
the challenges or barriers that women
candidates face?

KD: Our members are very engaged,
they dont just write checks. They
want to help break down those barri-
ers through mentoring and volunteer-
ing, by making connections. We invite
women to run, we encourage women
to volunteer in campaigns, we mentor
those who do decide to run and we sup-
port them financially. Our membership
is made up of a diverse group of wom-
en from elected officials, past and pres-
ent, to business owners and educators,
young and retired, concerned women
in our community who want to help
bring more equity to our elected offices.

LA: One of your yard signs plays off
Donald Trump's crude quote from his
Access Hollywood tape, without men-
tioning his name or his political par-
ty. The message on the other sign is
non-partisan. Both signs were printed
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before Kamala Harris replaced Joe
Biden on the Democratic ticket. Can
you take credit for being prescient
about how the 2024 presidential race
would change?

KD: Ha! No, but we felt that the mes-
sages were clear, that you have to take
charge of your future by voting and
that when women vote, we win —
meaning our issues win. I do believe
that women and young voters will de-
cide this election and the energy and
enthusiasm that Vice President Har-
ris has generated is motivating young
voters and women alike. But I will say
our sign stash was quickly depleted
after Harris became the presumptive
nominee. Timing is everything in pol-
itics!

LA: Your PAC is a major sponsor of
the upcoming Women's Rights Rally.
Will this rally replicate the success
of the Erie Women's March on Jan. 21,
2017?

KD: Our hope is that the rally will
remind women of the importance and
impact of this election and what it
means for women and our children’s
future. We believe it will also serve
as a get out the vote effort for anyone

FEATURE

who might still be on the fence as to
whether their vote is important. Mo-
mentum is growing for the rally and
I do believe it will be a huge success.

LA: What is the best way for Erie
people to get involved in Women the
Future?

KD: We welcome women to learn
more about us at womenthefuture-
pac.com and we love new members!
We want women to not only think
about the 2024 election, but consider
running for office locally in 2025 or
joining us in supporting those wom-
en who do decide to put their name
on the ballot. The more members we
have, the more women we can reach
and the more women we believe will
run and be elected. Because when
Women Run, Women Win!

Liz Allen put a “When Women Vote, Women
Win" sign in her yard and neighbors quickly
clamored to get their own signs, too.

The Erie Women's March will take place
on Saturday, Sept. 28 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the
Bayfront Convention Center, 1 Sassafras
Pier. For more information visit: eriewom-
ensmarch.com

on behalf of the Board and Staff of the Erie Zoo.

Every Erie Gives donation goes towards
improving and caring for your Erie Zoo.

This year’s Erie Gives donations will support exciting
new upgrades to our Red Panda habitat!
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Erie Roller Derby On a Roll, Looking for Recruits

Strap on skates or stay in the stands, it's time to get down and derby

By: Chloe Forbes

onning a Derby Dad T-shirt last week, a fan
D filed past wedding-goers at the Bayfront Con-

vention Center as he entered the circuit space
for Erie Roller Derby (ERD). Other spectators wore
macabre-inspired merch decorated with zombies and
bats, but the team spirit was alive and well.

Roller derby — a fast-paced, full-contact sport
where players skate counterclockwise on a circuit
track — is played in two 30-minute “bouts” made of
“jams.” A “jammer” is designated and scores a point for
each opposing “blocker” they lap. Meanwhile, block-
ers work offense and defense to keep the opposing
jammer back while helping their jammer get ahead.

Since its conception in 2010, ERD has evolved from
marching to the beat of a camp-centric cadence to
one equally focused on athleticism and expression.

“Tee-zer, Tee-zer” cheers erupted as jammer Teezer
racked up points for the team.

Next up, “Interstella” exploded through blockers
with astronomical speed. After a second of celebra-
tion, Interstella turned to high-five the opposing jam-
mer and exchange a quick laugh.

Across the room, another team member smiles.
Sometimes, it's all in a name. “Stella is the brightest
person ever,” they remarked. It's that feeling of com-
munity that keeps skaters coming back.

“So I have actually retired and come back three
times because for me, personally, it's one of the most
satisfying physical and social things I've had in my
life,” said coach Gretchen Gueguen (aka Grétel Von
Metal). “To have that community is so great, the feel-
ing that you're not alone in the world.”

Skaters Jackie Thomas, 23, (aka Jack Rabbit) and
Cassy Ellsworth, 22, (aka Cass-a-Roll) joined the team
just under a year ago. Thomas frequented roller rinks
for birthday parties growing up, while Ellsworth
could skate as young as she could walk and later
worked as a carhop at Sonic. When a friend proposed
the idea of joining ERD, they happily obliged.

“You do it, you like it, and then you think you like it
a little too much, and then you realize that you're so
invested that you just can't leave,” Thomas remarked.
“It's not a cult,” she clarified. “It’s a religion.” Ellsworth
smiled.

Thomas agreed with Gueguen that the team is al-
ways there for her when she’s in a jam — on the cir-
cuit and off. She said she gained a whole new family
that day she signed up for derby.

“We are extremely friendly to all sorts of walks of
life, especially the LGBTQIA+ community and people
of color. I feel like we are not lacking in any of that
sort of diversity, and it makes it very comfortable and
accepting to be there,” Thomas said. “You can be your
true self. You don't have to hide anything — it's derby.
We'e just hitting people.”

As an adult, Gueguen said it can be hard to find peo-
ple who share a similar mindset and work together
toward a goal outside of the workplace. Roller derby

Y
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Catch a glimpse inside the action at an Erie Roller Derby bout, at their upcoming Bayfront Bruise Fest (a six--game, day-long roller derby
extravaganza), or at one of their upcoming Skate Camps which recruit and educate new rollers.

not only provides that but also creates a supportive
space. In a sport dominated by women, every body
type has a role to play.

“I'think as women, [it'simportant] having something
where you feel powerful and you feel like your body
is appreciated no matter what size it is,” she said. “Ev-
erybody has a role to play in the game. It's not like
in other sports. If you're really big and hard to move,
that's really important, but if youre really tiny and
quick and agile, that's also really important.”

The team ages range from 19 to 50 years old and in-
cludes everyone from librarians to health care work-
ers, teachers, hourly workers, and everything in be-
tween; Erie Roller Derby is a safe haven for all walks
of life. That is, unless you're on the opposing team.

Thomas and Ellsworth noted that their confidence
increases two-fold when they step into their derby
identities.

“I am not nearly as confident in real life,” Thomas

began.

“As she should be,” Ellsworth butted in.

“When I am playing roller derby, I am very confi-
dent, and I'm very loud all the time... That is not how I
am in real life. In real life, I do not scream, and I do not
shout,” Thomas continued.

But when the whistle blows, Thomas sees red. “In
normal life, you would not look at her or talk to her
and be like, ‘wow, this is someone who is just going
to cold-blooded body slam you, but at derby, she is,”
Ellsworth inputs.

“It's very nice to catch people off guard, I will say,”
Thomas said, smiling sweetly.

Derby names are a signal of that identity, including
wordplay, alliteration, and pop culture references.
Skaters like Lorna Doome, Mourning Dove, Tyran-
nosaurus Wrecks, Butch Lite, Mae B. Dangerous, and
more have found their place at ERD.

“The derby name has really stayed, and I think
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there's something to that,” Gueguen said. “You don't
want to go over the top, but you do want to kind of
declare who you are. It comes back to that empow-
ering aspect of it like you have the ability to decide
what your name is.”

Like their names, bout-fits are another expressive
outlet for skaters who wish to fully adopt their skat-
ing persona during matches. It's not about the flash-
iest gear, though.

Gueguen maintained that it's all about having a
good time, and the team tries to make it as easy as
possible to partake in. “If you want to try it, come
down and try it. We will lend you gear, and then if
you want to invest, you can invest to the degree you
want to,” she said.

The prime opportunity is on the horizon, too, as
ERD is hosting its annual Skate Camp. It will run
from Sept. 30 to Nov. 20, meeting 8 to 10 a.m. on Sun-
days and 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. on Mondays at Gem City
Skate, 3162 W. Lake Road.

The eight-week, $60 course introduces skaters
with zero experience or beginner-level skills to roll-
er derby. And the team is looking for fresh faces, too.
Gueguen said recruitment is crucial because derby
is an outlet that should always be available to the
community. ERD is a team of hometown pride and
often partners with local charities and participates
in local events to ensure its presence in the commu-
nity is felt.

After the pandemic, participation dropped, and

they are looking to boost numbers again and con-
tinue the team’s lineage. Throughout the year, the
team has two-hour practices twice a week, and Sun-
day practices are optional.

For those who want to be part of ERD but are on
the fence about skating, Gueguen said they are ac-
cepting skating and non-skating members. Volun-
teers could be EMTs, announcers, or officials, help-
ing keep track of the game.

To get a better idea of the game or simply root
on your favorite skaters, the Bayfront Bruise Fest
kicks off on Sept. 14 as Erie Roller Derby hosts the
Youngstown Area Roller Derby, Durham Region
Roller Derby, and Hogtown Roller Derby. The day
will include six games in a round-robin format, af-
fording each team an opportunity to play three
Women's Flat Track Derby Association-sanctioned
games. Doors open at 8:30 a.m. with the first whistle
to follow, and action will last into the night at the
Bayfront Convention Center (1 Sassafras Pier).

For more information on the teams, to learn more about
ERD, or to sign up for Skate Camp, visit erierollerderby.com.

For tickets to the Bayfront Bruise Fest, roll on over to tick-
ets.eriereader.com. Tickets are $15 for the entire day.

Chloe Forbes is a local journalist and now a local derby-en-
thusiast. Bounce derby name ideas off of her at chloe-
forbesl4@gmail.com.
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Erie’'s Farm to School Program
Building community and sprouting new ideas about food

By: Amy VanScoter

ou may have noticed the outside of Eries
Yschools look a little different than they used to

as more gardens are sprouting up, many with
colorful markers and well-cared-for raised beds.

Erie's Farm to School program has 14 school gardens
throughout the Erie School District. As students go
back to school, many will be building community by
learning hands-on gardening and culinary skills. The
program connects students and their communities
to fresh, local food by cultivating relationships with
local farmers and producers, involving them in the
practice of growing and preparing produce, and high-
lighting careers in the food system.

“The chances of the students eating the food that
they grew is so high. They grew it and picked it and
the pride they feel is really positive and beautiful. Al-
most any student can participate — it's a really nice
way to engage all of the students and you can see
some of them are really interested in certain aspects
of the program such as cooking or botany,” said Steph-
anie Ciner (Erie’'s 40 Under 40 Class of 2023), the pro-
gram’s gardener. Ciner has worked with Erie’s school
gardens and Erie Farm to School for eight years as a
gardener and educator. She currently supports agri-
cultural and culinary programming at the district’s
middle schools and Collegiate Academy:.

Doreen Petri has established the theme BELONG
within the program: Becoming Empowered by Liv-
ing Our Natural Gifts. Petri was a science instructor
for 40 years and is currently the project manager of
Erie Farm to School for the Erie City School District.
During her tenure in the district, she has overseen
student energy audits, waste cleanups and recycling
projects, water quality assessments, and the installa-
tion of 14 school gardens. She develops science cur-
riculum, manages grant-funded projects, facilitates
professional development workshops and serves on
Pennsylvania state committees.

The program maintains a garden at each of Erie's
public elementary and middle schools and one at Col-
legiate Academy. Each garden provides an outdoor
classroom and hands-on learning space for curricu-
lar lessons, after-school programs, and summer ac-
tivities. Food harvested at the gardens is shared with
students, families, school staff, neighbors, and com-
munity partners including food pantries and farm
stands. The gardens are sustained by a dedicated
network of volunteers and through local, state, and
national grants.

Each of the 10 elementary schools offers fall and
spring garden clubs. “Schools also participate in a
Harvest of the Month program by taste-testing and
learning about seasonal foods such as peppers, the
September food of the month,” said Ciner. Middle
schools host a series of garden and culinary club ses-
sions throughout the school year focused on special
topics of student interest including indoor growing,
cooking, and composting. A gardening and environ-
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The raised garden beds installed at Erie’s public schools are a result of Erie’s Farm to School program, which provides resources, education, and
hands-on experiences for students to learn about growing, cultivating, harvesting, selling, and cooking the food they grow on campus.

mental club meets year-round at Collegiate Academy
with a special focus on environmental justice and
community food systems.

“The chances of the students
eating the food that they

grew is so high. They grew it
and picked it and the pride
they feel is really positive

and beautiful.” — Stephanie
Ciner, gardener with the Erie
School District’s Farm to School
program

Students at Erie High have also been a part of the
Farm to School program. Several enrolled in its Ca-
reer and Technical Education horticulture program
have relayed to Ciner that they decided to study the
subject because of their early involvement in the
garden club. Erie Farm to School was also involved
with the unveiling of a mural created in the school
by students, teachers, and Erie Arts and Culture
artist-in-residence Annie Schmitt, which features a

beehive design with drawings of native plants repre-
senting the more than 50 countries of origin of Erie
High's students. During the mural's unveiling, an ur-
ban farmer made food using all of the horticultural
ingredients featured in the mural.

In the springtime, the students prepare the beds,
plant seeds, and prepare to nurture the garden
throughout the year. In the fall, students harvest
produce and put the beds to rest for the winter. Some
students and their families participate in summer
programming, as well.

“Students also come in the summer — we did a sum-
mer camp this year for the first time and we visited
bakeries, farmers markets, and farms — students got
to see everything involved and we got to eat a lot of
meals. We try to nurture those opportunities wherev-
er we can. We will suggest summer jobs (such as with
the Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood Network or
Groundwork Erie) to students if we see an interest,”
Ciner said.

You can contact your Community School Director to regis-
ter your student for a Garden Club. For more information
on the program or get involved, visit eriefarmtoschool.
my.canva.site

Amy VanScoter is a writer, advocate for fresh local foods for
all, and the founder of Infinite Love Yoga, LLC. She can be
reached at avanscoter@gmail.com
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Legenderie: Records and Coffee House

Rocking and roasting
By: Larry Wheaton

here are some things that just go together —

wine and cheese, Lennon and McCartney, and

a cup of coffee while listening to records. When

it opens on Sept. 13, Legenderie: Records and
Coffee House will combine the love of music and the
love of the bean (and a little bit of McCartney and Len-
non, when it’s in stock).

Located in the former Coffee Culture building at 5761
Peach St., Legenderie aims to provide their customers
with unique coffee drinks blended with a one-of-a-kind
shopping experience for vinyl records. The business is
owned and operated by husband-and-wife duo Ishma-
el and Allana Trainor, both born and raised in Erie. After
living in Arizona for a few years and returning during
the pandemic, they embarked on realizing their dream
of owning a business by combining the two things they
love.

Ishmael said that his “favorite album to listen to while
drinking a latte or cappuccino is The Best of Sade,” (a
record his wife of 20 years bought him for his birthday)
while his wife Allana can “chill to anything by Alicia
Keys, with a warm cup of coffee in her hands, especial-
ly on a rainy day.”

He explained why vinyl records are so important: “|
think that since we are always in a digital space, the
next level of fandom, if an artist really means some-
thing to you, is the physical album. | think of vinyl as
buying a piece of the artist.”

He went on to speak of the personal importance of
music:”If a song or moment means something to you
and is very special to you, like a moment in time, you
have that piece of that artist, so to speak. 'l remember
listening to this record when that happened,” or ‘| got
married and that was my wedding song.’ | think that's
why vinyl is making a comeback.”

It's also partially about the experience of vinyl hunt-
ing. “It's the art of discovery — sometimes you are go-
ing through and find yourself surprised, and it might
not have been what you were looking for but you know
that's a good record.”

Opening a new business can have many challenges
— making sure that everything from inspiration to exe-
cution is just right. The Trainors are taking a unique ap-
proach on how they acquire the records that custom-
ers see on the shelves. While they continue to work to
lock down a vinyl distributor, their current inventory is
sourced from the personal collections of local record
collectors.

Ishmael states, “From a business standpoint, it
makes it easier on me — vinyl can be expensive, espe-
cially when you are buying in bulk. Consignment made
it easier, because we were able to have the inventory
that we do have, without having a major business ex-
pense.”

How it works is that those interested can email them
at info@legenderie.com, fill out an inventory sheet
with about 20 to 50 records listed on it and assign pric-
es. Legenderie then adds a slight mark-up for housing
them in the shop and makes them available for pur-

Husband-and-wife duo Ishmael and Allana Trainor, co-owners of Erie’s latest small business Legenderie Coffee and Records, are reinventing the
former Coffee Culture space on upper Peach Street. With consigned records and creative coffee blends ready to rock, the couple also has plans for

future growth and expansion.

chase.

If a record doesn't sell in a certain amount of time,
Legenderie returns it to the collector and replaces it
with a fresh selection. This helps strengthen connec-
tions within the local record collecting community,
with Allana saying that they “can reach out to those
who are consigning with them and see if they have
something that was requested by a customer at Leg-
enderie, and get that for the individual.”

Speaking of perfect pairings — Millcreek Coffee Com-
pany is providing the beans that Legenderie will be us-
ing to make all their beverages. Ishmael says that they
are working on a fun collaboration, “We are working
with them to produce roasts that are music-themed.
We have a double-caffeinated blend called the Heavy
Metal and a Smooth Jazz blend that's half-caffeinated.”

Legenderie will also be providing baked goods and
breakfast sandwiches during its first phase, but are
planning on expanding to a lunch menu in the near
future. The Trainors also intend to have coffee flights
where someone can get 4 ounces of three different
blends of coffee, along with a self-service coffee sta-
tion for those that just want a quick cup on the go.

The name of the business derives from the owners'
passion for making their shop a space for everything
local. “How did we get the name of Legenderie? It was
supposed to be, at first, like launching an [indepen-
dent] record label — [spotlighting the talent of] local
legends.”

This love of local music will be featured on the walls
within the cafe, "Artists can have their project on the

wall for a month and someone comes in and scans the
QR code that's on the poster and it will go right to the
artist's Spotify or YouTube,” says Ishmael. He goes on
to say, “We are very keen on local music because Erie
has alot of talent, from cover bands to original artists. |
think this feature will be able to showcase that.”

As the records spin and the beans brew, Legenderie
is hoping, in the near future, to offer record player ac-
cessories, mid-level headphones, and start-up record
players. They are also planning on having live music
both inside and outside of the venue, hoping to get art-
ists traveling through Erie to do some in-store appear-
ances, as well as hosting record fairs in their parking
lot during the warmer months.

Ishmael continues, “We also want to expand into the
digital space where we have something akin to NPR's
Tiny Desk Concerts, with our own YouTube series, Mid-
night Mocha Sessions.”

Legenderie will have a ribbon cutting ceremony on Thurs-
day, Sept.12, with regular business hours of 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Monday through Saturday. They will be closed on Sundays
unless they are hosting a live music event. For more info visit:
legenderie.com

Larry Wheaton had been an avid record collector since
buying his first album in the fall of 1993 (Pearl Jam’s VS). He
has amassed a collection of music in the thousands, that
crosses all musical genres, and enjoys sharing his knowledge
of music to anyone willing to listen. He can be reached at
wheaton1138@gmail.com

28 | Erie Reader | ErieReader.com

September 11, 2024



LA TOGETHER

HARVEST LEARN ¢ WORK ® THRIVE
FESTIVAL ;’-':f:p Thank you to all
u @ of our donors on

Erie Gives Day!

ADMISSION BY DONATION | LOCAL ARTISTS
FOOD TRUCKS | LOCAL FARMERS | KIDS ACTIVITIES

LIVE MUSIC | RAFFLE AUCTION | & MORE! ,
221 WATERFORD ST /RTE 6N, EDINBORO | GOODELLGARDENS.ORG ( _j‘REER

SPONSORED IN PART BY:

Goor
VARER Vecora

HANES ERIE POPS SERIES This season is for YOU! =

eriephil.org/24-25
MUSIC OF

PHIL COLLINS
& GENESIS

Saturday, September 21 . 7:30 PM
Sunday, September 22 . 3:00 PM
Warner Theatre

From “In the Air Tonight” to “Against All Odds,” and
“Turn It On Again” to “Invisible Touch,” Phil Collins has
been responsible for some of the most cherished
musical moments of the 70s to the present day.

His songs from the legendary band Genesis and his
solo work have been a consistent soundtrack to our

lives and are now reimagined for full orchestra and ﬁ
an all-star band! m
PHlLHARMONlC

Purchase tickets today! e o s i 5 I (ool
. q est 10th Street, Suite 3, Erie,
(814) 455-1375 - eriephil.org - 814.455.1375 | eriephil.org

September 11, 2024 ErieReader.com | Erie Reader | 29




FEATURE

Gem City Style: Featuring Teachers from Erie High School

Passion and profession in lockstep for three women

By: Jessica Hunter

‘ve recently had the pleasure of touring Erie High,

getting to know more about their programs, their

new Community School status through the United

Way, and was able to speak with three of the teach-
ers about their inspiration, challenges, and accom-
plishments.

Erie High School Staff: Jessica Cosme (Secondary
English Teacher), Kimberlee Nikolai (Marketing Teach-
er), Stephanie Welser (Art Teacher)

Jessica Hunter (JH): What inspired you to become a
high school teacher, and what do you enjoy most about
teaching high school students?

Jessica Cosme (JC): | truly feel called upon to teach.
Growing up, | loved reading all the board game instruc-
tions and then teaching everyone else how to play.
Everyone else loved that most of the time. When | got
a little older, | was often asked to tutor younger family
members and friends. | found out | really enjoyed the
smiles of confidence lighting up the faces of those
who just came to understand something they previ-
ously did not. Then, in college at Penn State Behrend, |
took a creative writing elective with George Looney. He
taught me how to read like a writer and that changed
everything. Through that new lens, the whole world be-
came clearer. Now, I'm a teacher and what | enjoy most
is that “aha!” moment when a student “gets it.” What |
love about teaching in high school is seeing how much
the students grow into themselves from ninth to 12th
grade. That, and teenagers are hilarious. My job is nev-
er, ever boring.

Kimberlee Nikolai (KN): My high school math teacher
Mrs. Jackson is who inspired me to become a teacher.
| enjoy being able to help the students and be a posi-
tive role model for them. | hope that | make an impact
in their lives.

Stephanie Welser (SW): My mother was a Kindergar-
ten teacher for over 30 years in my hometown. So | was
able to see the impact that she had on the community
and the hundreds of students she taught over her ca-
reer. | wanted to do the same. | initially wanted to teach
elementary school, like my mom, and started my Erie
Public School career teaching kindergarten at Wayne.
When Wayne closed and the district restructured | was
moved to a middle school art position and fell in love
with the big kids. This is my fourth year at Erie High and
it is exactly where I'm meant to be. | adore my students
and my colleagues. Being able to work with young
adults and encourage them to be their best selves is
incredibly rewarding. Hopefully | can be a positive and
encouraging influence to my students for many years
to come.

JH: How do you create a positive and inclusive class-
room environment that fosters student engagement
and learning?

JC: At our school, before we even dive into the con-
tent, we spend the first couple days setting the ex-
pectations and building relationships. | learned many
students do not automatically trust me, and respect is
something that must be earned. Being genuine, really

listening, and being respectful goes a long way. | try to
learn as much as | can about my students’ interests and
learning styles so | can try to connect the learning con-
tent to what they know and care about in a way that is
accessible to them. Keeping students engaged is chal-
lenging — especially when teachers must compete
with cell phones. | am actually more hopeful than ever
about our new cell phone policy this year. If a student
is using their phone in class, they are reminded to put
it away. If they take it out again, they are warned to put
it away, or it will be taken. If they take it out that third
time, the administration will really come and confiscate
the phone until the end of the day. | know we're only two
weeks in, but this is definitely the most effective solu-
tion I've seen yet. | must say, | really am proud of my stu-
dents because | know how difficult it can be to ignore
a notification. We also have a school-wide positive be-
havior plan in which students earn points for meeting
expectations like keeping their phones away. They can
use the points to buy rewards like snacks, phone char-
gers, T-shirts, raffle tickets for large prizes, and even en-
try to pep rallies and dances.

Kimberlee Nikolai is a marketing teacher within Erie High School’s
Career and Technical Education program.

KN: The main goal is to build positive relationships
with each student. To build these relationships, you
must show respect and also show interest in each stu-
dent’s lives.

SW: Getting to know the students and being my au-
thentic self really helps the students feel comfortable
in my class. | also like making the classroom cozy and
comfortable. Decorating the room with artwork and
things that make me happy creates a fun and relaxing
vibe that students enjoy.

JH: Can you describe a project or lesson that you

Jessica Cosme is an English teacher at Erie High School.

have designed that you are particularly proud of, and
how did it benefit student learning?

JC: One of my favorite lessons would have to be the
graphic novel project | assigned to my creative writing
class. Students learned graphic novel terminology, like
panels and speech balloons, and then had to find ex-
amples of them in the graphic novel collection in the
library. They compared the effects of the different tech-
niques used by a variety of authors and illustrators.
Next, they were paired into groups of two and planned
their own graphic novels. They brainstormed both writ-
ten descriptions and sketches. Students were given ac-
cess to multiple planning sheets for their characters,
settings, and plot, and were able to complete them in
any order. After that, they made rough drafts, and their
final products. This project took three weeks, but the
results were worth it. Students usually spend a lot of
time analyzing the characters and setting of stories
written by others, so this was a good opportunity for
them to be the creators.

KN: We held a trade show for the staff last spring.
Each student had to pick an item from the school store
to showcase. They had displays, samples, and interac-
tive games. The students had to use math, English, art,
public speaking skills as well as their marketing skills
to promote their product. It allowed them to integrate
their academic skills with their career and tech skills.
The students were extremely proud of their projects.

SW: | recently had the opportunity to work with an
artist-in-residence, Annie Schmitt, on a mural project
for the school through Erie Arts and Culture. Myself
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Stephanie Welser is an art teacher at Erie High and helped to execute a
collaborative mural with Erie Arts and Culture with her students.

and fellow art teacher Heather Riehl each had a class
work with Schmitt on coming up with the concept
and creating the artwork. We choose to showcase the
beautiful diversity of our school population through

plants that are significant to our students’ cultures/
countries. It was a great use of our students’ talents
and learning more about their cultures in the process. |
loved collaborating with different members of the Erie
community throughout the process. We were able to
install the mural over the summer and the students ab-
solutely love seeing their hard work on display for the
whole school to enjoy.

JH: Can you give an example of a time when you had
to adapt to a new teaching strategy or method, and
how did you approach this change?

JC: Two instances immediately come to mind. The
first is COVID, when we all had to learn how to teach
remotely. | approached that change with the Serenity
Prayer. The second is happening now. | am teaching
reading using the Read 180 program. This curriculum
has very specific procedures, routines, and even scripts
I must read word for word. | am used to being able to use
my own creativity and having a lot more control over
how | teach and what | say. | have been able to adapt
by realizing even though | am reading the same “lines”
in every class, every class is still different. | still have to
help every individual connect those ideas to their own
individual knowledge and experiences in order for it to
make sense. Besides, | realize the goal is student learn-
ing, not my creative expression. So, | am trying to see
these limits as a way to force creativity much like the
way the rules of specific types of poetry force the imag-
ination of the poet.

KN: | taught math for my first 22 years so | naturally

FEATURE

adapt math standards into my career and tech class-
room. It provides connections for the students and
helps them with their academics. It has also been a big
change going from teaching math to teaching a career
and tech lab. In a career and tech lab, most of the learn-
ing is project based with real world examples and math
is more structured with independent learning.

SW: The biggest change that | had to adapt to was
teaching remotely during lockdown. Seemingly over-
night we had to learn a variety of different learning sys-
tems. And when teaching art it was especially difficult;
| hadn't really taught digital art because of lack of tech-
nology. Now we were 1to 1with Chromebooks, and had
this opportunity to learn a new type of art. | do have a
background in media art, but adapting that to the free
programs that were available to my students was just
another new thing to learn.

JH: What is one thing that your students would be
surprised to learn about you?

JC: | hope it's not a surprise to them that | have my
dream job, and there isn't anything else | would rather
be than their teacher.

KN: | grew up in the country and only graduated with
53 people.

SW: Even as an adult, | don't have all the answers. I'm
constantly learning and evolving trying to make myself
a better person. Education doesn't stop once you grad-
uate, it continues throughout your life.

Jessica Hunter can be found at jessicahunterphotos.com
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We are
Moving!

We will be closed:

Sept Ist thru Sept 6th

Reopening:

10 September 2024
1909 Chestnut St

{@giveacrepe

The Benedictine Sisters
of Erie honor our 2024

PROPHET OF
PEACE

Dr. Alice Edwards

Join us September 22,
7:00 PM
Mount St. Benedict
Monastery
6101 East Lake Road

RSVPs encouraged through
eriebenedictines.org/prophet2024
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Hope Springs Eternal

The Shawshank Redemption brings classic themes of hope and friendship to Erie Playhouse

PREMIERES FRIDAY, SEPT. 13

rguably, one of the most memorable

lines in The Shawshank Redemp-
tion is: "Remember, Red, hope is a good
thing, maybe the best of things, and no
good thing ever dies.” Brendan Daugh-
erty agrees. Daugherty is directing the
stage adaptation of the Oscar-nominat-
ed film based on Stephen King's novella,
Rita Hayworth and The Shawshank Re-
demption, for the Erie Playhouse.

“This stage adaptation is a little differ-
ent from both of those, but it still has
some of the iconic scenes that you know
from the movie, as well as the same mes-
sage and beautiful ending,” he says. ‘I
love the overall message that the story
centers on, which is hope,” the director
adds.

Daugherty, a 2024 40 Under 40 induct-
ee, has been involved in Erie theater
since he was young. He says he was in-
spired by his father, who recently passed
away. “He used to do shows here back in
the 70s and'80s and | developed a love
for theater and music from him. He's why
| decided to get involved myself, when |
could,” he recalls.

Daugherty was cast for his first show
12 years ago and has been involved in
various productions, in various ways, at
multiple venues ever since. He is co-di-
recting this show with Erie theater vet-
eran Kate Thiem. “She and | are close
friends and have shared the stage to-
gether several times, and also are now
co-workers.”

The cast of 12 actors include some
who are making their debut at Erie Play-
house. They include Ryan Sanders, Ron
Williams, Tristan Howells, and Dan Win-
ston as lead character Andy Dufresne.
“He is doing an absolutely perfect job
portraying the character of Andy,” says
Daugherty. “I'm excited for our audienc-
es to get to see him and the very talent-
ed Hayes Moses who is playing Red,” he
adds. Red is Ellis Boyd “Red” Redding,
the character famously portrayed by
Morgan Freeman in the film.

This is a well-known story but Daugh-
erty promises some surprises. “l want-
ed to throw in something a little differ-
ent than typical shows do and people
will have to come see it to know what
that is all about. Just know when

Dan Winston (left) and Hayes Moses (right) play
the iconic characters of Andy Dufresne and Red
respectively in the upcoming Erie Playhouse

production of The Shawshank Redemption, directed
by recent 40 Under 40 inductee Brendan Daugherty.

the lights come up for intermission,
things might not be as you expect.”
— Edwina Capozziello

Fridays and Saturdays, Sept. 13 through 28 at
7:30 p.m., Sundays Sept. 22 and 29 at 2 p.m.
// Thursday Sept. 26 at 7:30 p.m. // $15.88 -
$21.40 // Erie Playhouse, 13 W. 10th St. // For
info and tickets visit erieplayhouse.org

Theresa Musatto Debuts Her First Album at the King's Rook Club
Release party will feature special guests Elle Taylor and Shadow Plea

SATURDAY, SEPT. 14

ocal musician and painter Theresa

Musatto is set to celebrate the de-
but of her first full-length album with a
special release party at the King's Rook
Club. The party will take place on Sept.
14, beginning at 9 p.m., and will run into
the early hours of Sept. 15, concluding at
3a.m. Tickets are just $5 and fans are en-
couraged to arrive early for performanc-
es by special guest Elle Taylor as well as
Dave Tamulonis, who performs under
the name Shadow Plea (and will do so
at this year’s 40 Under 40 Experience at
FEED Media Art Center on Friday, Oct.
).

Musatto, a seasoned indie-folk artist,
has been creating music for over 20
years and has poured a decade of song-
writing into this album. Her music, avail-
able on all major streaming platforms,
specializes in emotional storytelling that
captures the highs and lows of human
experience.

“I wrote, recorded, and produced this
album completely alone,” she shares. ‘I
re-recorded a couple of songs that were
done in other studios so that sonically,

Releasing her first full-length album, local musician Theresa Musatto will be hosting a show at the King's
Rook Club with friends Elle Taylor and Shadow Plea to celebrate the achievement.

they would be the same recording and
production style.”

While this first release features solo
acoustic tracks, Musatto has plans to
incorporate more full-band elements in
future projects.

“It's taken a tremendous amount of
work and time to get to this point,” she
says. ‘I have multiple other albums on
the way that I'm very excited about. | feel
very grateful for the support and interest
in my music thus far.”

The King's Rook Club, a favorite venue
among local musicians due to its open
and inviting atmosphere, will provide the
perfectbackdropforwhat Musatto hopes
will be the first of many album releases.
Fans can follow her musical and artistic
journey on Instagram @theresamusat-
to_music and @theresamusatto_art.
— Aaron Mook

9 p.m. // King’s Rook Club, 1921 Peach St. // $5
// For tickets and info: tickets.eriereader.com
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Introducing Our

NEWEST DOCTOR

Your Hometown Health Partners welcome Julia Rodi, MD, to our office in Erie.

s Julia Rodi, MD
 Family Medicine

Dr. Rodi earned her medical degree from the University of Rochester School
of Medicine in Rochester, NY. She completed a family medicine residency at
the Family Medicine Residency Frogram at Saint Vincent Hospital in Erie.

New patients are welcome.

To schedule an appointment, call 814-877-5401
or scan the QR code to book online.

Your Hometown Health Partners

3910 Caughey Road, Suite 150 UPM( ‘ ‘ giI;IEARY

Erie, PA 16506
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Ron Freeman and Matt Texter Together Again
The two longtime collaborators gear up for a special show at Haggerty's

SATURDAY, SEPT. 14

hen you ask Matt Texter about Ron =

Freeman, you can thoroughly feel
the admiration he has for his fellow song-
writer. “Ron's always been an amazing
songwriter and there’s a lot of people that
you don't even realize in this town that
probably have been influenced by him be-
fore he left,” Texter asserted.

Both share the same predilection
for thoughtful Americana songwrit-
ing, merging alternative country with
folk, gospel, bluegrass, and rock. The
two would also regularly meet up with
other local songwriters at Freeman's
apartment to hash out song ideas in an
intimate workshop setting. Texter and
Freeman were a perfect pairing, playing
countless local shows together in the
early and mid 2000s before Freeman re-
located to Columbus, Ohio.

Fast forward nearly 20 years later and
they've only played together on a scant
few occasions. But that's all going to
change at Haggerty's Bar & Dinor on
Sept. 14, as one of the last shows for
their Summer Patio Series.

ERIECOUNTY

COMMUNITY

COLLEGE

“I'm extremely excited to be able to
host Matt Texter and Ron Freeman, spe-
cifically for the nostalgia of the Forward
Hall and Stage Right days, when | would
bartend during their acoustic sets,” ex-
plained Meghann Legler, now the general
manager of Haggerty's. “I'm trying for an
MTV Unplugged style vibe, but we have
had full bands — such as Half Glass who
packed the patio full of people.”

Enroll Today for the

Mid-Fall
Session!

Classes Start October 14th. Discover our exciting

Freeman has certainly been no slouchin
his time in Columbus. While consistently
releasing music as both Lost Orchards
and Ron Freeman & the Revelators, he's
brought the spirit of musical fellowship
from the Gem City to the Arch City. Free-
man's YouTube account is filled with lo-
cal musicians, including an entire series
where they cover Freeman songs, all sit-
ting on an old church pew at his home.

new programs designed to propel your career forward:
Patient Care Technician & Industrial Machine Maintenance.

ONLINE AND IN-PERSON CLASSES AVAIL
LEARN MORE & APPLY AT EC3PA.ORG

September 11, 2024

So between bar stools and church pews,
you'll find Matt and Ron, two friends with
stories to tell and a lot to catch up on.
Cheers. — Nick Warren

8to 10 p.m. // Haggerty's Bar & Dinor, 1930

W. 26th St. // 21+ // Free // For more info, to
find Freeman and Texter on Facebook at @
ronfreemanmusic and @RustBeltTroubadour
respectively
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Homegrown Happiness

Goodell Gardens & Homestead hosts 18th annual harvest festival

SUNDAY, SEPT. 15

oodell Gardens & Homestead is a
historic public garden, accredited
arboretum, and community gathering
space located in Edinboro. Founded in
2001 with the intention of building an ed-
ucational environment for those sharing
a passion in horticulture and gardening,
late heiresses Carrie and Margaret Good-
ell have successfully achieved their wish.
On Sept. 15, Goodell Gardens will hold
their 18th annual Homegrown Harvest
Festival as a celebration of the harvest
season and capstone to summer.

With over 60 vendors, there is some-
thing for everyone to enjoy. Attendees
can look forward to fresh produce and
products by local farmers and artists, a
variety of children’s activities, live music,
food trucks, raffle auctions, and more.

Executive Director Amber Wellington
highlights the festival's significance as
"a way to support local farmers, food pro-
ducers, and artists, and a way to gather
the community at Goodell for one last big
hurrah before the weather changes.”

Wellington spoke fondly of how the

event has grown over the years: “It start-
ed as a mum festival and has slowly
grown into an absolutely beautiful au-
tumnal event.”

Events organizer Brit Skrzypczak cred-
ited several sponsors in and around the
Edinboro community who have helped
make the festival possible every year: “All
proceeds from our Homegrown Harvest
Festival not only provide a special event
for local children and families to learn and
gather, but will continue our mission to
offer affordable programs, access to the
gardens, trails, labyrinth, and other ame-
nities, and to further develop the 80-acre
former Goodell farm into a community
asset.”

Skrzypczak continued, “All of the spe-
cial events and programming supports
our mission of creating beautiful gar-
dens and natural spaces where people
can visit to enjoy, gather, learn, and re-
fresh.” — Cassandra Gripp

Noon to 5 p.m. // Goodell Gardens & Home-
stead, 221 Waterford St. // Free // For more
info: goodellgardens.org/harvestfest

This September, Goodell Gardens and Homestead will be celebrating their 18th annual Homegrown Harvest
Festival. This free event celebrates the bounty of the season with over 60 vendors including locally grown
produce, handmade goods, and arts and crafts with plenty of live, local music and food to go around.
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(5) FIVE IRON GOLF

At Five Iron, we're crafting events and experiences that
go beyond the green, providing the perfect blend of
entertainment, culinary delights, and bespoke cocktails, in

spacious and aweinspiring settings ideal for parties of any size.

Choose Five Iron, where gatherings are effortlessly
transformed into unforgettable celebrations and memories.

1000 State Street * Erie, PA 16501
Erie@fiveirongolf.com ¢ @fiveirongolf
fiveirongolf.com

LAVERY BREWING CO

2

HAPPY HOUR 4-6 PM
MONDAY, TUESDAY, THURSDAY

DAILY SPECIALS
TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SUNDAY

LAVERYBREWING.COM
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EVENTS

Lake Erie Lit Fest Turns New Page at Frontier Park
A literally awesome day for the whole family

SATURDAY, SEPT. 21

ach of us has our own unique story to

tell, and the Lake Erie Lit Fest is here
to help give a voice to those stories. For-
merly presented by the Erie Art Company
as the Washington Irving Lit Fest, this
year's iteration has Werner Books team-
ing up with Erie Arts and Culture to pres-
ent the Lake Erie Lit Fest at Frontier Park.

This free event will host a multitude of
workshops, activities, and vendors —
meaning there's something for everyone.
Workshops will be hosted in the LEAF
building throughout the day, on topics
such as comedy, poetry, community the-
ater, and self publishing. They are free to
attend, but individuals should register
prior to attending.

Performances will also take place
throughout the event at the amphithe-
ater adjacent to the LEAF building. An
onsite marketplace will feature many
local authors, booksellers, artisans, and

1S34 1173183 IAY1
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food vendors.

“We are incredibly excited to bring the
Lake Erie Literary Festival to Frontier
Park,” said Ash Carr, director of the fes-
tival. “This event is a wonderful opportu-
nity for the community to come together
and celebrate the power of storytelling.”

Be sure to bring the little ones along,
too — a children’s area, organized by Sar-
ah Sebald, is one of the highlights Carr is
most looking forward to: “Like many peo-
ple, my love of reading and stories start-
ed quite young, and a core element of our
mission is to reach the next generation of
readers.”

The children’s area will feature crafts
and activities, book giveaways, and story
times each hour that are perfect for the
whole family. — Ally Kutz

Noon to 6 p.m. // Frontier Park, 1501 W. 6th
St. // Free // For more info: erieartcompany.
org/2024-lake-erie-literary-fest/

2024's Lake Erie Lit Fest will expand upon last year’s festival, bringing all things literary to the Lake Erie
Arboretum at Frontier. Expect book sales, workshops, vendors, activities, performances, food, and children’s
activities - turning Frontier Park into a literary wonderland for bookworms of all ages.

SEE YOU AT

Sept. 27-29, 2024

bikes, trendy clothes, yearbooks, etc.

THANK YOU, ERIE!

Because of your generosity on Erie Gives Day, we reached our goal!

SOS 4 KIDZ is a non-profit organization run totally by volunteers. It was created to level

the playing field for the abused and neglected children of Erie County who frequently are
unable to participate in school and community activities based on the costs associated with
them. We have funded things such as music lessons, classes, gymnastics, dance, sports,
homecoming, prom, YMCA memberships, class trips, camp, Waldameer passes, etc. We also
have purchased things to enhance self-esteem such as haircuts, braiding, contacts, glasses,

Our mission is to help children/youth become involved in school and community activities
and to purchase items to enhance self-esteem in an effort to create positive childhood

——3
Glv B Glv
& & [%?'J & &
f/"\ » b 3‘:/—\ o
KIDZ

DOriUnitias or LNRonen

e

BLESSING .
ANIMALS

10:00 A.M. at St. Mark's Episcopal Church
5:00 P.M. at the Cathedral of St. Paul

Sunday
October

6th

Episcopal Cathedral of St. Paul
www.cathedralofstpaul.org

134 W 7th St

Erie, Pa 16501

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
www.saintmarkserie.org

4701 Old French Rd

Erie, Pa 16509

A
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CULTURAL LOOP
TAKING YOU PLACES.

Scan to see the full free
Cultural Loop schedule!

Learn more at ride-the-e.com

CRITICAL CARE
PHYSICIAN

Allegheny Clinic seeks a
Critical Care Physician to
work in and around Erie,
PA and be responsible
for prescribing or
administering treatment,
therapy, medication, and
other specialized medical
care, particularly in the
support of critically ill
and injured patients, such
as trauma victims and
patients with multiple
organ dysfunction.

Send CV/cover letter with
salary requirements to:

Dianna DeWeese,
Program Manager,

Dianna.DeWeese@ahn.org

with “Critical Care Physician
opportunity” in re line.

EVENTS

The Music of Phil Collins/Genesis
Erie Philharmonic ready to ‘turn it on again’ for new Pops Season

BEGINNING SATURDAY, SEPT. 21

hil Collins's rock'n'roll style of drum-

ming is coming to the Warner Theatre
as the Erie Philharmonic kicks off its Pops
Season with “The Music of Phil Collins/
Genesis,” featuring Jeremy Saje as vocal-
ist. With a career of over 50 years, Collins
has helped shape rock music for genera-
tions with his iconic prog-rock approach
— highlighted by exceptional technical
ability, complex time signatures, and rev-
olutionary use of electronic drums.

“From ‘In the Air Tonight' to ‘Invisible
Touch' to ‘Tarzan,” Phil Collins is respon-
sible for some of the most cherished
musical moments from the 70s to the
present day,” the Philharmonic describes.
“"His songs from the legendary band Gen-
esis and his solo work are a consistent
soundtrack to our lives and will be pre-
sented in a way they've never been heard

before — reimagined for full orchestra
with a phenomenal front-man and all-star
band.”

Collins began playing drums at six, in-
spired by The Beatles, The Who, and the
Northwest London-based band The Ac-
tion. Collins' dedication to music after
the breakup of his first band led to him to
audition for Genesis in 1970, learning the
songs by ear as he listened to the other
auditions at singer Peter Gabriel's house
and getting the job as the band's fourth
drummer. After Peter Gabriel left the
band in August 1975, Collins took over as
lead vocalist starting on the 1976 album
A Trick Of The Tail, released to critical
success and acclaim on the U.S. and UK
charts due to its mainstream rock style.

Saje, the frontman performing with
the Erie Philharmonic, currently per-
forms with Seriously Phil, a South-

ern-California-based tribute group for
the music of Phil Collins and Genesis
that has performed across North Amer-
ica, with orchestral performances by
the Niagara Symphony Orchestra and
the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra.
—Thomas Taylor

Saturday, Sept. 21 at 7:30 p.m., Sunday, Sept.
22 at 3 p.m. // Warner Theatre, 811 State St. //
$17-866 // For tickets and info visit: eriephil.org

The Bastion Opens its Doors for Gallery Night
Owners and artists encourage visitors to rediscover the spac

FRIDAY, SEPT. 27

istorical architecture, live enter-

tainment, food by the Que Abides,
and plenty of local artists sharing their
crafts are promised for the inaugural
gallery night at The Bastion. The build-
ing is owned and operated by 10/20 Col-
lective (Rick Bowser and Sarah Moody)
who purchased it from former owners
Bill and Emily Kern in April 2023. Bowser
and Moody have breathed new life into
the art studio house with additional ren-
ovations, redecorating, and leasing the
space as private studios for artists, mu-
sicians, and creators.

“We intend to carry on their intention
of the space being an art house. We kept
the name The Bastion, meaning fortress,
because of brand recognition and how
fitting the name is,” said Moody. “The
building is fully occupied with artists
and creative business owners. It has
been exciting and fulfilling to witness
our tenants collaborating and creating
together.”

One of the few remaining examples of
Second Empire architecture in the city,
the 7,600-square-foot mansion is locat-
ed on 21st and Peach, has a signature
Mansard roof, decorative iron roof crest-
ing, and pedimented windows. Built by
Daniel Illig and his wife Mary Schultz
in 1876, it had been “always pointed out
as one of the first, fine old homes in the
city” (John Elmer Reed, History of Erie

a3LNgI4LNOOD

10/20 at the Bastion is hosting their very first Gallery Night, in conjunction with the Erie-wide event

spearheaded by the Erie Art Museum. The historic Daniel lllig house at 21st and Peach will be open to the
public and all of the individual artists who have studios at the Bastion will have their work on display.

County, Pennsylvania, 1925). lllig came
to Pennsylvania from Germany in 1857
and owned a tailor and clothing shop on
State Street. It was in this home where
they raised their 14 children.

The structure was compromised, ren-
ovated, and poorly converted to offices
in the 1970s and then left abandoned for
many years. In October 2016, Bill and Em-
ily Kern purchased the building, named
it The Bastion, and peeled back the lay-
ers upon layers of bad renovations that
took place throughout the house’s histo-
ry. The Kerns spent three years working
on restoring the original elements that
remained in the house, while replicating
and replacing what had been removed.

Moody says they are currently hosting
their first artist-in-residence, Ana Balca-
zar, who will be painting a mural on the

building's awning with a grand reveal on
gallery night. “The entire building will be
open from 6 to 10 p.m. on Friday, Sept.
27. Everyone will have their studio space
open with additional vendors in the lot
behind the building.” Going forward,
she says we can expect biannual open
studios and additional small gatherings
hosted by tenants.

Artists at the Bastion include: Andre
Jones. Rachel Berlin, Emily Crisman,
Nicholas Gore, Brian Matthews, Matt
Retkowski, Ellen Hill, Kelvin Sanchez, Ana
Balcazar, Hollin Nies, Jamie Keim Pomor-
ski, Raeann Krugger, Sara Garrity, Megan
Leo, Ashley Stack and Lori Radder Spicer.
— Amy VanScoter

6to 10 p.m. // The Bastion, 2016 Peach St. // Free
// For more information: 1020collective.com
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ADMISSION

FRIDAY '
SEFTEMBEH = Home to hundreds of
?TH R

listings each month!
= Submit your own events!

+ Search by date and category! Saturday, October 5th * 10 am-3pm
Springhill Community Room

+ Updated by actual humans living in Erie! 2323 Edinboro Road,Erie, PA 16509
asbury.org/springhill

Erie Art Museum Cam El-Farouki, Agent Join the millions who protect their cars with us.

3319 W 26th Street It's one more way I'm here to help life go right.”

Erie, PA 16506
Bus. 814.833.6663 CALL ME TODAY FOR A QUOTE.

FOR A FULL LIST OF PARTICIPANTS, PLEASE VISIT: www.teamerie.com

ERIEARTMUSEUM.ORG/GALLERY-NIGHT & StateFarm:
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Pour Me Another Taste: Winefest 2024
North East pillar event continues to age finely

BEGINNING FRIDAY, SEPT. 27

t's that time of year again, when the

air along the Route 20 Lake Erie Wine
Country corridor is redolent with the
scent of ripe grapes, and there is music,
chatter, and laughter filling Gibson Park
in the heart of one of Pennsylvanias
northernmost towns. It can only mean
one thing: Winefest is back again, pro-
duced and put on by Enjoy North East,
a subset of the North East Chamber of
Commerce.

Along with all the expected favorite
activities that happen in Gibson Park,
according to Jennifer Smith, executive
director of Enjoy North East, there will
be an expansion of events for everyone
to enjoy.

“The main event is still in Gibson Park,
but across the street at Heard Park
(where you'd go for the Cherry Festival)
we are adding more food, fun, and ven-
dors with a family-friendly focus,” Smith
explained.

Winefest features all the delightful ex-
tras you've come to know and love, in-
cluding a 5K, a car show, and bicycling
rides to different wineries, as well as the
return of an old favorite: grape-stomp-
ing.

“Step up onto the stage at Heard Park
and experience the feel of grapes be-
tween your toes!” Smith said. “Or take a
pic in our faux grape-stomping station, if
you'd rather not get messy.”

As always, you must have proper
ID (21+) to purchase a wristband for
wine-tasting, though anyone over the
age of 21 can purchase bottles and ad-

Celebrate the bounty of North East and Lake Erie
Wine Country at this year's North East Winefest.
With festivities planned at Gibson Park as well as
nearby Heard Park, attendees will have a variety of
offerings to explore as they sip their way through
downtown North East.

mission to walk around, shop, purchase
food, and generally people-watch.

Said Smith, “We're proud to bring this
event to North East and welcome so
many guests to the community that we
love.”" — Cara Suppa

Friday through Sunday, Sept. 27 to 29, Friday 4
to 10 p.m., Saturday 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., Sunday
noon to 4 p.m. // Gibson Park and Heard Park,
North East // $25 to $55 // For more informa-
tion, please visit: nechamber.org/communi-
ty-events/

Our West Bayfront's Porchfest: Five Years of Rocking the

Neighborhood

Unique event brings multiple local music acts to multiple houses

SATURDAY, SEPT. 28

o celebrate the fifth year of success-

fully executing a massively collabo-
rative local music event, the volunteers
and residents of Our West Bayfront are
featuring the number five: five musical
acts per hour for five hours, with the
finale happening at the Hagen History
Center at 5 p.m., featuring the Barry King
Blues Band.

The event, organized by West Bayfront
residents Dave Tamulonis (40 Under 40
class of 2022) and Chuck Nelson, fea-
tures local music throughout the day on
porches around the West Bayfront and
includes a variety of styles and genres.
Scheduled for this year, among others,
are Royek, Saturn to Brazil, Phunkadem-
ic, This American Song, Familiar Spirit,
Piano Punk, Slim & Red, and Key West
Express Lite. Festival goers are encour-
aged to walk, bike, or take the (free) trol-
ley to enjoy the event.

Tamulonis expresses, “We're excited
to bring the Porchfest back to the West
Bayfront Neighborhoods. This event is
the perfect celebration of people, plac-
es, and Erie's amazing local talent.”

New to the event this year will be a
historic group bike ride organized by the
writer of this spotlight. Beginning from
Gridley Park (598 Liberty St.) at 11 a.m.
(an hour before the event kicks off), lo-
cal history buff and writer Erin Phillips
will lead a group bike tour stopping at a
number of the homes/properties host-
ing music during the fest. This will allow
concert-goers to learn more about the

The neighborhood of the West Bayfront will
transform into a gigantic concert venue as 26
porches host various local music acts throughout
the day for the fifth annual PorchFest. Prepare to
walk, bike, or ride the free trolley to all the different
properties to take in the true breadth of Erie’s local
music scene.

history and architectural style of those
homes before they visit them to enjoy all
the music.

Additionally, Gridley Park will be host
to The Gridley Park Grub Hub with the
folks from Erie Ale Works slinging some
suds as well as multiple food trucks
available to fuel festers as they meander
between venues.

Nelson encourages folks to come
enjoy the neighborhood, “Porchfest is
just an awesome opportunity to get the
neighbors out and share our neighbor-
hood with others.” — Erin Phillips

Noon to 5 p.m. // Various locations throughout
the West Bayfront // For a full schedule and
more information visit: ourwestbayfront.org

G/ LLERY NIGHT .

September 27 | 5-8 PM
419 State Street | Erie, PA 16501

Come check out Erie Arts and Culture’s new home during Gallery Night! Join us for
refreshments, live demonstrations by fabric artist Ansumana Komba Gbembo, and
explore how you can connect and grow with us as we support the regional arts scene.

ERIE ARTS AND CULTURE

NORTHWES
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COLDWELL BAMNKER

SELECT, REALTORS"

Lﬁ E|C O‘M HEALTH

' Celebrating Healthy Aging Mon‘,
Every Month!

- .

4th Annual REVER$rafﬂe th Annual

« Over 55 items - Games of Chance WILL YOU HELP US? Survive to [yl
« Themed Basket Auction the end & i
e 65" Roku TV EUILD DREAMS score the W
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ST. FRANCIS XAVIER PARISH CENTER gaERsS TSNS il T st e s Autism

ONLY 250 TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE! S % Societ
8880 MAIN ST MCKEAN PA 16426 TOTAL PAYOUT $6,250!! www.autismnwpa.org ® SBf) i )

September 11, 2024 ErieReader.com | Erie Reader | 41



THE PARTY OF THE YEAR

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2024

FEED Media Arts Center, 1307 State St.
7-11pm . Tickets $50, Presale Price $40

With entertainment by:

EXPER‘[ENCE Shadow Plea (Dave Tamulonis) and SANIS (Lone Sav)

Silent Disco by: RokkBo'i(:(\with three curated playlists
by Adam Holquist (onewayness) and Alex Staley (Lone Sav)

F OOD Live art by: Ceasar Westbrook Drawings by: Anthony Carson
DR’NKS Caseys Ice Cream Cart | Sundae,egan Desserts' | Specialty Cocktails | North Edge Coffee

MUsIC
& MORE!

:
Eriex..

ERIE READER

JEFFERSON C EEMERCYHURST

Erie County
Human Relations
Commission

The Erie County Human Relations Commission (ECHRC) works to eliminate = ECHRC’s Ordinance makes it unlawful to discriminate against protected
discrimination in employment, housing and public accommodations through  classes that include:
identification, consultation, and investigation of complaints.

e Race; Color; Family Status; Religious Creed; Ancestry; Age; Sex;
¢ The ECHRC provides a system of equal justice for employer-employee, National Origin; Sexual Orientation; Disability; Gender Identity; Criminal
landlord-tenant, business—patron, and lending institution—-homebuyer. History; and Source of Income.

L)
1001 State St, Suite 812 ¢ Erie, PA 16501 » 814-451-7021  hrc@eriecountypa.gov ¢ eriecountygov.org/hrc
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BOOK REVIEW

Book Review: The Cemetery of Untold Stories
Some stories need to be told, even after they've been long buried

For many writers, the unfinished sto-
ries that lie dormant in their minds
and in their files often haunt them —
their characters not resting until their
arcs have some sort of resolution. In Ju-
lia Alvarez's The Cemetery of Untold Sto-
ries, these tales gain a life of their own.

Alma Cruz is an author who wants her
characters to be able to rest in peace.
Unlike other friends and colleagues in
the writing world, who often drive them-
selves to the point of madness over their
stories, Alma finds solace in the idea of
allowing hers to be laid to rest when she
can no longer continue them.

Inheriting a plot of land in her home
country of the Dominican Republic,
Alma decides to build a cemetery — but
not a traditional one. Instead of peo-
ple being buried here, the land instead
holds the graves of the stories she's
been unable to finish over the years for
one reason or another. Among them are
the story of Bienvenida, the second wife
of dictator Rafael Trujillo, and that of her
own father, a doctor who escaped an op-
pressive regime to the United States for
a better life.

But these stories demand to be told,
and when a local woman hired as
groundskeeper begins hearing these
characters tell their tales, she becomes
their listener.

Alvarez’ novel intertwines historical
fiction with magical realism, allowing
readers to step into another time in
another world, immersed in Dominican

THE
CEMETERY
oF UNTOLD
STORIES

JULIA
ALVAREZ

AUTHOR OF THE INTERMATIOWAL BESTSELLER
IM TRE TIME OF THE BUTTERFLIES

culture as well as much of its brutal his-
tory as seen through the eyes of both
those with privilege and those without.

Lyrical, moving, and with wit and
charm woven throughout, The Cemetery
of Untold Stories is some of Julia Alva-
rez's finest work and is sure to inspire
any who read it to continue their stories,
as each tale we tell is never really fin-
ished. — Ally Kutz

Algonquin Books // 243 pages // Historical
Fiction, Magical Realism

September 11, 2024

LITTLE ITALY

FARMERS MARKET
331 West 18th Street

EVERY MONDAY
3:00-6:00 PM
JUNE 24 - SEPT 23

Featuring produce from several local farms,
including the SSJNN Urban Farm Project.

Little Italy Farmers Market doubles
SNAP, WIC and FMNP Senior Vouchers!

For more info call: 814-454-7814
Online: www.SSJNN.org
Facebook or Twitter: @SSJNN
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?W'S

ITALIAN KITCHEN

Fiie's Best [asagna

Layers of sweet sausage, creamy ricotta, imported cheeses and Roma's red sauce.

NOW

OPEN!

WEST 12TH STREET &
PENINSULA DRIVE * ERIE, PA

ORDER TAKEQUT ONLINE AT ROMASERIE.COM,
OR CALL (814) 651-0900

HAPPY HOUR

MON-FRI, 3:30-6:00PM

RESERVATIONS: (814) 651-0900
RomasErie.com or OpenTable App

©
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The Erie Cook Book Revisited: Tomato Dates
Making ‘dates’ out of your bounty of summer tomatoes

make an exception for any recipe where the tomato takes center stage as

a dessert, and on page 186 of the 1881 Erie Cook Book, Laura Sterrett pres-
ents a bombastic method to preserve the primadonna of summer: the toma-
to. More of a savory date than a sweetened tomato, these bites are perfect
to share over supper or spread onto the ever-poetic hunk of crusty bread.
I've anticipated these all summer. I'm thrilled with how they turned out, and
something tells me I'll be even happier come November.

1pint cherry tomatoes
11/2 cups brown sugar
1/2 teaspoon of kosher salt
Powdered sugar for storing

Place the cherry tomatoes in boiling water. Remove the tomatoes with a slot-
ted spoon after 5 minutes and submerge into a bath of ice water. Cut a small
slit into the bottom of the tomato and gently squeeze the skin off, keeping
the tomato intact. Discard the skin. In a small saucepan over medium heat,
add the sugar and peeled tomatoes. Cook for 30 minutes, stirring gently ev-
ery so often. You're getting close to the end of their cook time when the to-
matoes start sticking lightly to the bottom of the pan.

Remove the tomatoes from the syrup and set out to dry in the sun all day or
on the countertop overnight.

Toss the tomatoes in powdered sugar until coated and store in a glass jar.

Recipe by Laura Sterrett, revision by Morgan Yezzi
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MOVIE REVIEWS

All the World's a Stage

Sing Sing is an emotional and personal story of hope

1 8 8.8 ¢

tis incredibly difficult to make an inspir-
ing story centered around Americas
prison industrial complex. While it is still
an inhumane system that seems mostly
concerned with oppression, recidivism,
and some barbaric notion of “punish-
ment,” it was (or at least was supposed
to be) a place of rehabilitation. And Greg
Kwedar's Sing Sing proves that there is
no better source for emotional catharsis
and spiritual awakening than in the arts.
His film is all the more invigorating in
that it is based on a true story, and from
that he crafts a beautiful film that is able
to find hope and joy in a broken system.
The plot follows John “Divine G" Whit-
field (Colman Domingo), a wrongfully
incarcerated inmate of Sing Sing Prison
who, along with several other inmates,
creates a program called Rehabilitation
Through the Arts (RTA) — which, twice
a year, puts on theatrical productions
created and performed by the inmates.
In creating this, he and others are able to
reconnect with their humanity and dis-
cover talents they never knew they had.
Kwedar is clearly interested in real-
ism with this film — shooting in natural

lighting and with mostly handheld cam-
erawork. He fills most of the cast with
actual former members of RTA. The
story itself is about the transformative
power of creativity and how anyone in
any situation can be an artist. It's a won-
derful message and the play they cre-
ate, a time-traveling comedy involving
ancient Egyptians, pirates, gunslingers,
gladiators, Hamlet, and Freddy Krueger
is the ultimate statement of the power
of creativity.

In a world where art is increasingly the
domain of the privileged, this film is a

WQOLN'S INAUGURAL

Whispering Woods
- 5
= Golf Club
special reminder that art can uplift those
even in the most dire of situations. Sing
Sing is currently playing in select the-
aters. You can find information about the
next screenings at see.singsing.movie.
— Forest Taylor

Sept. 18, 2024
11:30 a.m.

._\h
L

Directed by Greg Kwedar // Written by Kwedar
and Clint Bentley // Starring Colman Domin-
go, Clarence Maclin, Sean San Jose, Paul
Raci, David “Dap” Giraudy, Patrick “Preme”
Griffin, Mosi Eagle, James “Big E” Williams,
Sean Dino Johnson, and Jon Adrian "JJ”
Velazquez // A24 // 106 minutes // Rated R

Space Madness

Slingshot is tense sci-fi thriller

1 8.0 0

ollywood seems to be of two minds

when it comes to science fiction.
Some filmmakers are interested in sto-
ries about the realities of space travel
and the psychological and emotional
tolls it takes on people, while others are
content with making simple action mov-
ies in space. Mikael Hafstrom is clearly
concerned with the former and his film
Slingshot is well-acted and has mo-
ments of quiet intensity and emotional
devastation. He's clearly going for some-
thing Tarkovsky-esque (i.e. deliberate
and dreamlike in the fashion of famed
Soviet director Andrei Tarkovsky) and
while it doesn't meet all of its goals, it's
always nice seeing a story about mood
and character rather than action set
pieces on the big screen.

While part of a two-year mission to Sat-
urn's moon Titan, astronaut John (Casey
Affleck) begins to suffer from the effects
of long-term hibernation and is haunt-
ed by memories of the woman he loves
(Emily Beecham). His struggles intensi-
fy when the other members of his crew

(Laurence Fishburne and Tomer Ca-
pone) have conflicting thoughts about
the integrity of their ship; a conflict that
may turn to violence before the mission
is over.

Hafstrom's main concern
long-term space travel does to a per-

is what
son's psyche, similar to Duncan Jones'
Moon and James Gray's Ad Astra.
While Slingshot doesn’t match up with
these films at their best, the film is still
an interesting thought experiment.
Most of the film is a two-man show be-
tween Affleck and Fishburne and their
performances are expectedly strong,

with Hafstrom making great use of the
claustrophobic set design. The third
act gives us multiple twists (some fairly
predictable, others genuinely shock-
ing) that may turn off some audiences
but for those interested in tense, char-
acter-driven sci-fi, it's worth a watch.
— Forest Taylor

" Sign up today!

e
Presented by:
Directed by Mikael Hafstrom // Written by R. .
Scott Adams and Nathan Parker // Starring q
Casey Affleck, Laurence Fishburne, Tomer wa
Capote, Emily Beecham, David Morrissey, and
Nikolett Barabas // 109 minutes // Bleecker
Street // Rated R
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NEXT OF SKIN#-

HMM, | HAVE A PIECE

OF DEAD SKIN HANG
oFF OF MY L'I'P-...HG

T0

YEAH, WE'RE CANADIAN

MIGRANTS AND WE'RE HERE
TO CHASE YOUR WOMEN,

STEAL YOUR HOCKEY

PRS- <C1OLARSHIPS AND POOP ON
@ VOUR LAWNS! YOU'RE BOING

PO SOMETHING ABOUT 172
EHZ
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THANKYOU!

We are thrilled to share that this year’s Erie Gives Day was our best yet for
Catholic Charities Counseling and Adoption Services (CCCAS), and it is all
thanks to your incredible generosity. Your support has made a significant
difference, and we could not be more grateful.

o Refugee Resettlement Program '
e Mental Health Counseling @ G V&

e Drug and Alcohol Services

, , ~ S
e Adoption / Permanency Services Q-
e Emergency Financial Assistance w @

CATHOLIC ¥ CHARITIES
Counseling and Adoption Services
814-456-2091 e www.cccas.org

M
W

HOUSE OF BEER 6PACKHOB.com

. -- “ﬂ,ﬁ* '-q-, |

P DlNE |N OR CARRY OUT'
A 847 Pittsburgh Ave
C Erie, PA

K 814-454-1989
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*Unlimited 10¢ savings on CITGO® gift card. 3¢ savings on the Club CITGO®
app up to 30 gallons. Offer only available at Country Fair CITGO® locations.
Offer available only through the Club CITGO® app. See Club CITGO® app for
terms and conditions, including the More Info section of the deal. Message
and data rates may apply. Void where prohibited.

Club CITGO

-1 4'0-.1.-'-'? 4" 4:"

oo, ERIE TRAP
Y YRERENSE

Thank you, Erie, for helping the JAM Team Foundation
raise over $7,500 to support children and the
Early Childhood Education community!

Funds raised on
Erie Gives Day will

“ be used to create
Miracle Spaces at local

We trap feral cats and klttens take them g\, o e\ oy chidhood education
to a licensed veterinarian for spaying/ : b providers, helping small

business owners provide

neutering, vaccines, and treatment of ! %1 and inclusive, enriching
.. . . L | STEAM-based curriculum
the severly injured before releasing the X8 o the chidren and

adult cats back to their colonies or a place | |l AN families they serve,
where they are fed and taken care of.

3335 Peach Street ® Erie, PA 16508
814.873.6265 e info@erietrapandrelease.com

The JAM Team Foundation is recruiting substitute ECE ﬁ}_
teachers! Visit www.JAMteam.org/jobs or scan the QR Lg.,,ﬁ_l_ﬁ

eriet ra pand release-COm Code for more information! Eﬁﬂ
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ALBUM REVIEWS

Beabadoobee
This Is How Tomorrow Moves
Dirty Hit

kK

n This Is How
Tomorrow
Moves, Beabadoo-
bee loses part of
her charm in favor
of musical clarity. T
After four ad- ¢ s
vance singles, the Filipino-English singer
and songwriter (real name Beatrice Kristi
llejay Laus), released her third studio al-
bum on Aug. 9, 2024. Touted by many as
her first “adult” record, much of the an-
ticipation surrounding the record came
from the new personnel brought into
the fold. Specifically, legendary producer
Rick Rubin was the driving force behind
the board. Rubin's industry clout and the
singer's relative popularity allowed Laus
and her team to record in some of the
most iconic studios in the world, from Ab-
bey Road to Shangri-La.

In theory, these additions would seem
to set the stage for an improvement over
her previous effort (Beatopia), but the
same cannot be said in practice. In cre-
ating a more polished version of her for-
mula, Beabadoobee has lost part of her
stylistic charm. Laus' previous music was
bolstered by bedroom pop aesthetics.
Even while on a major label, the records
sounded quaint and lo-fi. Even the covers
felt hand-made. That level of sentimental-
ity is missing.

This Is How Tomorrow Moves has nu-
merous great tracks — however the extra
sheen leaves the music lacking elements
that made Beabadoobee stand out.
— Nathaniel Clark

The Decemberists
As It Ever Was, So It Will Be Again
YABB Records

1.8 0.8 ¢

f the TV show

Portlandia
stepped through
a looking glass,
the band The
Decemberists
might emerge on = =" & = = e
the other side — Pacific Northwest alt-
rock, folk-revivalist, multi-instrumen-
talist thespians. Six years after their
last release, The Decemberists appear
to be tracing steps back to their origins.
So much so that the album could be
mistaken for a retrospective of earlier
B-sides — which is a good thing. Tight
orchestration defines much of this
work. The tracks undulate between tra-
ditionally shaped shanties and ballads
and pop tunes reminiscent of bands
like The Waterboys.

Even the saddest and darkest themes
are delivered with the upbeat story-
telling signature of lead Colin Meloy,
who seems, at times, to evoke Tom
Waits, if he was bitten by radioactive
They Might Be Giants. The band spins
varied rovings to create works like the
impressive 19-minute track “Joan in
the Garden” with its shadows of Nick
Cave, Pink Floyd, and O.M.D. (Dazzle
Ships). One can imagine The Byrds
taking the stage with the memento
mori track “Burial Ground” or Pentan-
gle with the guest accompaniment of
Townes Van Zandt on "William Fitzwil-
liam."” Influences are heavy, yet The
Decemberists are like none other.
— Melissa Sullivan Shimek

Jack White
No Name
Third Man Records

) 8.0.0 0 ¢

No Name is
a return to
form for the in-
die guitar rock
hero Jack White,
with the album’s
monochrome
cover, ironic title, and stripped-down
blues sound highly evocative of his ear-
lier work with the White Stripes.

The opening track “Old Scratch Blues”
grabs the listener and continues through
the rhythmic “Bless you,” which tran-
sitions into one of the poppiest songs
from the album, “That's How I'm Feel-
ing.” The latter has the catchiest melody
and chorus on the record, which, along
with the track “What's The Rumpus,” are
sure to become crowd favorites on his
current small club tour (which has been
selling out within minutes).

While “It's Rough On Rats” and “What's
The Rumpus” are reminiscent of the De
Stijl era and early Raconteurs materi-
al, “Number One With A Bullet” has the
most modern sound and would feel right
at home on any of his recent releases.
The record closes on “Terminal Arch
Enemy Ending” which takes a step back
and slows down to wrap up this blister-
ing modern blues affair.

The White Stripes only released six stu-
dio albums during their tenure, and with
this being White's sixth solo release, it is
no coincidence that he has embraced
the band's sound that he has been in
the shadows of ever since their breakup.
— Larry Wheaton

Jared Cooney
Therapy
Self-released

Yok kky

ursting  with

life and en-
ergy, the sopho-
more full-length
from Erie's Jared
Cooney finds the
artist at a new
stage of his career. For years, Cooney has
been one of Erie's most underrated virtuo-
so guitarists, and currently plays with May-
flower Hill, Six Year Stretch, and Matt Crays.
If you've seen Cooney play at all, you know
that the man can shred an electric guitar.
Recorded with Josh Karickhoff at Fastrax
Studios in Edinboro, the 13 tracks of Ther-
apy showcase the depths of his heart, as
he makes an expert turn from an instru-
mentalist to a bona fide singer-songwrit-
er. His lyrics are filled with inspiration and
encouragement, a bright exodus perfect
for a wooded fall drive. Following Cooney’s
self-titled 2015 instrumental acoustic al-
bum, Therapy carries over Cooney's nim-
ble, percussive playing, with fingerstyle fer-
vor, thoughtful syncopation, and a tasteful
harmonic thrown in at the right time. With
the kind of urgency, passion, and alternate
guitar tunings that made early Dashboard
Confessional and the Goo Goo Dolls so
special, Cooney more than proves his
worth as a solo artist. The opening track
“Fly" gives a brilliant “stomp-clap” intro-
duction, cueing Cooney's fleet-wristed
acoustic delivery. Some personal favorites
include tracks like “Hourglass” and “No
Friend of Wisdom,” which blend captivat-
ing storytelling with impressive technical
prowess. — Nick Warren

THERAPY

TOMMY IN TOON — BY TOMMY LINK

YEP. SECOND ONE THIS WEEK.
THE RAIN JUST WON'T LET UP.

THAT'S A DRAG.

THAT BEER IS ON ME.

S0 THE SHOW GOT RAINED OUT TONIGHT?
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THANKS. HOW ABOUT
THE NEXT TEN?
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Thu 9/12

Featured

Guest Speaker Series El sy
2024: Growing -"ﬁm}-ﬁt
Mushrooms Indoors  jEssiclb:
(Eric Laughery) :
@ 7pm / Free-$10 = !
Goo%ell Gardens & (=]~ .'EH=
Homestead, 221 Waterford Street, Edin-
boro

Fri 9/13

The Hottest Day on Earth: Media Art from
Biosphere 1

@ 5pm / Free

FEED Media Art Center, 1307 State Street

Featured

Roger 0. Hirson &

Stephen Schwartz

Pippin
@ 7:30pm / $20
PACA, 1505 State Street

CALENDA

Sat 9/14

Featured

Race for the Ribbon
@ 9am / $25
5850 Firman Rd

-
.
T
ri
ol

Featured

BAYFRONT
BRUISEFEST

FOUR TEAMS, SIX CGAMES. OMNE LOW PRICE!

RAVFRONT COMVERNTION CERTES |« TALTAFDAY BIFD FOIF Da

Bayfront Bruisefest

@ 9am/ $15

Bayfront Convention Cen-
ter, 1 Sassafras Pier

The Hottest Day on Earth: Media Art from
Biosphere 1

@ 12pm / Free

FEED Media Art Center, 1307 State Street

Pippin
@ 7:30pm / $20
PACA, 1505 State Street

Featured

QE*;,) KINGS ROOK CLUB

"THERESA MUSATTO

.. ALBUM RELCASE PARTY
SEPTEMBER, 14 Ih

Theresa Musatto's
Album release party!
ft. Elle Taylor and
Shadow Plea
@9pm/ $5

King's Rook Club, 1921
Peach Street

Sun 9/15

The Hottest Day on Earth: Media Art from
Biosphere 1

@ 12pm / Free

FEED Media Art Center, 1307 State Street

Pippin
@ 2pm / $20
PACA, 1505 State Street

Thu 9/19

Melted Wax Painting Class with Marcia
Hatton

@ 5:30pm

Presque Isle Lighthouse, 301 Peninsula Drive

Fri 9/20
Featured

Edison
Elementary

A COMMUNITY SCHOOL
ERIE, PA

Edison FEST

@ 4:30pm / $10-$275
Perry Hi-Way Hose Co,
8281 Oliver Road

The best place to promote your events online and in print. Visit us @ https://www.eriereader.com/tickets

The best place to
promote your events
online and in print.

powered by ww!f:

Fri 9/27
Fe§ture |

SEPT. 27 Farm-to- E iyt
Table dinner at the
Yellow House

@ 7pm / $150 ;
Yellow House, 436 Walnut =y
Street, Girard PA, 436 [E] e
Walnut Street, Girard

Featured

1
- "

..L

Live on the PATIO
@ 9pm / $7

King's Rook Club, 1921
Peach Street

Sun 10/06

Be The One: Harbor Creek Huskie Hustle 1
Mile Run/Walk Benefit

@ 9am / Free-$20

6375 Buffalo Rd, Harborcreek

Thu 10/10

Golden Hour Photo Club

@ 5:30pm / Free-$150

Goodell Gardens & Homestead, 221 Waterford Street,
Edinboro

The Woman In Black
@ 7:30pm / $20
PACA, 1505 State Street

Calendar information is provided by event organizers.
All events are subject to change or cancellation. This
publication is not responsible for the accuracy of the
information contained in this calendar.

powered by gw;tuﬁ



CROSSWORD

1 2 3 4 6 7 8 9 1 |12 |13
14

17

20 21

23 24

30 |31 32

33

38

43 45

48

51 52
- 56 H. 60

61 |62 |63 64 65

66 67

69 70
Across that's "dimensionally 26."___ Secretary"
1. Verified information transcendental" (2010s CBS drama)
5. "Buzz off!" 60."Ad ___ per aspera" 27. ___ Crag ("mountain”

10. Kamala Harris's
middle name

14. Kinda pale

15. ___ Lumpur, Malaysia
16. Major Norse deity

17. One of Cinderella's
siblings

19. "Snail mail" org.

20. Group with 27
member states

21. Putting a curse on
23. Sources of immunity

25. ___ Brothers (former
investment banking
firm)

29. Phrase used for
winners of vacations on
game shows

33. At the back of the
boat

36. Holiday song

37. Untrustworthy

38. Fought (for)

40. Modem units, back
in the days of dial-up
42. Stuff in a skein

43. Street sign symbol
45, City on the Erie
Canal

47. Leather shoe, for
short

48. Particle physics
concept

51. Words after "the
powers"

52. Ghostly specter
56. Sci-fi transport

61. Home of Xenia,
Youngstown, and
Zanesville

64. Subject of a story
where wishes come with
great consequences
66. Mystic Persian poet
67. Fro-yo topping, e.g.
68. First name of the
Phantom of the Opera
69. Worn out

70. Lowest possible
turnout

71. Turns bad

Down

1. Forgoes food

2." __ World Turns"

3. Yell for the team

4, Prepare, as a report
5. Go downhill fast?

6. Easy, like some jobs
7. Put on a scale

8. Trebek who's the
subject of recent
collectible stamps

9. "Taxi" actress Henner
10. Pillsbury mascot
introduced in 1965

11. Mag execs

12. Big name

13. Plug-___ (software
patches)

18. Plant that can be
poisonous

22. Pharrell Williams
group until 2018

24. Picket line crosser

at the end of
"Nickelodeon Guts")
28. "Tearin' Up My Heart"
album of 1998

30. Brat condiment
31.Sonic ___ (Thurston
Moore's former band)
32. Radio playlist staple,
often

33."Halt!," to a sailor
34. Colin of "Love,
Actually"

35.__ firma

39. Follow through on
the deed, slangily

41. Garbage transport
44. Fever/Dream group?
46. Grand display

49. Where "butterfly" is
"Schmetterling"

50. Peace Prize sharer
with Shimon

53. Head of tech
support, perhaps

54. Attribute

55. Atlanta team
57."Alice in Wonderland"
bird

58. Proto-___-European
(early language)

59. Graphic for creating
a Sims character

61. Spherical object

62. Color wheel choice
63."___ little teapot ..."
65.112.5 degrees from S

WE PROVIDE "GRASS
FOR THIS HUNGRY
DIGITAL BOVINE

AL HAS BEEN FEEDING ON THE CREATIVE
EFFORTS OF HUMANS FOR A WHILE.

BUT AS THE INTERMET INCREASINGLY
BECOMES FILLED WITH AI-GEMERATED
CONTENT, AL IS CONSUMING ITSELF.

3 Iy

RESEARCHERS AT
RICE UNIVERSITY
HAVE COMPARED
THE RESULTING
DATA CORRUPTION
TO MAD COW
DISEASE, SPREAD
BY COWS EATING
OTHER COWS.

THEY SAY "WITHOUT ENOUGH FRESH
REAL DATA, FUTURE GEMERATIVE MODELS
ARE DOOMED TO MADMNESS.™

I5 THIS REALLY THE DREAM OF THE
FUTURE? A DISEASED DIGITAL BRAIN
FULL OF MISFOLDED DATA PRIONS
LEADING TO CERTAIN DEATH?

THE WHOLE

WORLD 15

I THINK
T'LL READ

Be a subscriber! jensorensen.com/subscribe

SeREMEEN

CONNECTED! E

*MODEL AUTOPHAGY DISORDER = %
Answers to last puzzle
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TEACHER. UNION MEMBER.

SMALL BUSINESS OWNER.
CANDIDATE FORSTATE SENATE:




