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NEWS & OPINION

From the Editor
Pride and joy
By: Erin Phillips

ur cover this Pride month is particularly

wonderful because it combines three stories

that appear within this issue. A one-on-one
interview with the new director of Erie Arts and Cul-
ture, Susannah Faulkner (who was also an honoree in
our 2023 40 Under 40 Class), a feature on Aging with
Pride and the work that group has done through-
out generations and what they are currently doing
to give older LGBTQIA+ folks a place to belong, and
a look at four local queer artists finding expression
through their individual media.

And they're all standing strong and proud togeth-
er on a hand-painted mural with all of Erie behind
them. That feels like a metaphor.

Also within this issue, local advocate and City
Councilperson Tyler Titus takes a look at the cur-
rent presidential administration’s stance on queer
folks (particularly the trans community), how Erie
can better serve the safety of our trans population,
how the cruelty exacted towards trans people na-
tionally can be mitigated locally, and how we can use
our city's sanctuary status to truly save lives. We can
work towards an Erie that truly stands behind them.

Within the Aging With Pride feature, one member

of the group, Laurie Finch stated, “Our whole lives
we fought for rights, for marriage equality, and we
thought we had it taken care of for the younger
generation but it looks like the fight needs to con-
tinue.” And while there will always be some measure
of work that needs to be done, it feels now that the
mountain of hate that has been directed towards
LGBTQIA+ folks looms large. Those members of Ag-
ing With Pride will continue to do the work to uplift
and support the lives of younger generations. They
are there, standing behind them.

And then there is art - the creative support that
stands underfoot. This month, Julia Carden inter-
viewed four local LGBTQIA+ artists (Gaby Apollo
Reyes and Austin Kulyk aka Pissi Gabune as fea-
tured on our cover, as well as Marcy Hall and Eric
Anthony Berdis, also a 40 Under 40 alum) and how
they found community and belonging through
their art. What art is, ultimately, is self-expression —
whether that is discovering one’s self within art or
proclaiming it — to the world, and arguably most im-
portantly, to other queer folks, showing them that
their voice matters and deserves to be heard. Those
artists are here, standing behind them and creating
the art beneath their feet.

Ultimately, what our cover this month celebrates is

Y3LNNH YOISSAr

On a breezy spring day, a group representing different stories within
this very Pride issue gathered at Dobbins Landing to stand together in
pride, representing Erie's LGBTQIA+ community.

queer joy. And whether that joy is found through ex-
pression, through art, through advocacy, or through
companionship, where it is ultimately found is here
—in our city - standing behind them and under their
feet, in full colorful support.
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Give them the power
of education by claiming their
$100 scholarship.

Your child’s free
$100 is waiting.

Power their dreams.
Power their future.

Claim your child’s $100 scholarship account for future education from
Keystone Scholars. Best of all, this account will grow alongside your child
and be there to power their dreams.

Claim your child’s S100 Keystone

Scholars account at pa529.com/keystone.

Keystone Scholars is open to Pennsylvania residents born on or after January 1, 2019, and children born on or after January 1, 2019, who
are subsequently adopted by a Pennsylvania resident. The child must be a Pennsylvania resident at birth or adoption and at the time the
Keystone Scholars funds are used. The child must also be the beneficiary of a PA 529 account other than the Keystone Scholars account
at the time Keystone Scholars funds are used. If not used by the beneficiary’s 29th birthday, the funds will be returned to the Pennsylvania
Treasury Department (Treasury). Funds in a Keystone Scholars account will be invested in a PA 529 GSP account and will remain under
the sole custody of Treasury until they are used for the purposes of paying for qualified higher education expenses at an institution of
higher education. The Keystone Scholars program is funded without taxpayer money.

@ Stacy Garrity, State Treasurer
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What Sanctuary Really Means

A story about belonging, and the barriers that keep us from it

By: Dr. Tyler Titus (they/them)

hey stopped going to the grocery store.
I That was one of the first things they told me.
A simple act that once felt normal - picking
up eggs, bread, a favorite snack — had started to feel
like walking through fire. The stares. The second
glances. The “sir” or “maam” said with uncertainty
or, worse, disdain. They never knew which it would
be - only that by the end, they would feel small.

Coming out as transgender wasnt a bold an-
nouncement for them - it was a quiet truth, final-
ly spoken after years of carrying it alone. But even
whispered truths can make you a target.

At one job, coworkers would smirk when they
walked in, misgender them in front of customers,
and act like it was harmless —just teasing. At another,
the manager never said their identity was the prob-
lem, only that they “didn’t seem focused” or “weren't
a good fit.” No one ever said the word “trans,” but the
message was clear.

They can't prove they were fired because of who
they are. What they can say is this: the cruelty broke
them down. They stopped sleeping. Their chest
tightened at every shift. The anxiety made it impos-
sible to concentrate, and the isolation crept in like
fog until even showing up felt unbearable.

They began to unravel — not because they were
weak, but because they were being quietly crushed.

Each job loss wasn't just a financial blow - it was
a gut-punch to their sense of worth. A reminder
that being themselves came with a cost they never
agreed to pay.

Misgendering, isolation, the constant edge of being
seen as a problem for simply existing. It wears a per-
son down.

They told me, “I thought once I knew who I was,
it would get easier. But now I just feel like I have to
explain myself to everyone, all the time.”

They're not alone.

Across the United States, transgender and nonbi-
nary people — especially youth and young adults -
are under siege. From bathroom bans to book bans,
from healthcare restrictions to the criminalization
of affirming care, lawmakers are building walls
around us while pretending it's for our protection.

It's not.

According to The Trevor Project’s 2023 National
Survey on the Mental Health of LGBTQIA+ Young
People, 41 percent of LGBTQIA+ young people (aged
13 to 24) seriously considered attempting suicide in
the past year. For transgender and nonbinary youth,
that number rose to nearly 50 percent. These aren't
just statistics — they're lives. Stories. Futures that
hang in the balance.

More than half of trans and nonbinary youth who
wanted mental health care couldn't access it. Barri-
ers include fear of rejection, lack of affirming pro-
viders, high costs, and — more recently — state laws

d3LNgidLNOD
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For Pride month, city councilperson, advocate, and nonprofit leader Tyler Titus has taken the opportunity to address Erie's LGBTQIA+ Sanctuary

City status and what that really means for queer folks in our city.

banning access altogether.

These young people are told they're too young to
know who they are, even as they are being cut off
from trained professionals who could help them
safely explore their identities with care and sup-
port.

Let me be clear: the cruelty is the point. These laws
are designed not to protect — but to punish. To si-
lence. To erase.

And yet, even in places like Erie, where we pride
ourselves on being open-hearted, these barriers per-
sist.

Last year, Erie City Council passed a resolution
declaring Erie a sanctuary for people fleeing perse-
cution due to their gender identity or expression.
The resolution asked local law enforcement not to
cooperate in transporting individuals back to states
where being trans or seeking gender-affirming care

could be criminalized.

It was an important symbolic step. It said, “You are
welcome here.”

But what does “welcome” mean if the housing sys-
tem isn't safe for trans people? If therapists in town
don't understand gender identity? If being visibly
trans or nonbinary still means walking a tightrope
of silence and scrutiny?

Sanctuary isn't just about what we don't do. It's
about what we build.

We need affirming providers. We need gender-in-
clusive policies in schools, clinics, shelters, and
workplaces. We need spaces where queer and trans
people can gather, share meals, swap clothes, and re-
member they are not alone.

Erie has a few of those spaces — and they are life-
lines.

Compton’s Table offers free gender-affirming cloth-

6 | Erie Reader | ErieReader.com
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Welcoming New Urology Patients

Our experts specialize in the treatment of a variety of urologic
conditions affecting men and women, including minimally
invasive surgical technigues,

+ Kidney stones

* [ncontinence

* Owveractive bladder
+ Erectile dysfunction

+ Benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH)
* Cancers of the bladder, kidneys,
and prostate

To schedule an appeintment with one of our providers in
Erie or one of our satellite locations in North East, Meadville,
or Waterford, call 814-877-5700. For more information,

visit UPMC.com/LakeviewUrologic.

UPMC | Hamor

Lakeview Urologic Surgeons
100 Peach 5t., Suite 102
Erie, PA 16507
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LITTLE ITALY FARMERS MARKET
WE’VE MOVED!

Just one block west to Three Sisters Park

430 WEST 19" STREET

Bigger space, better parking!

EVERY MONDAY
June 30 — September 29
3:00 - 6:00 p.m.

Pleivly of perrhitig for podroms o0 Bodl sfdes of s 19 Streer

Featuring the SSINN Urban Farm produce, Wild Field Urban
Farm, Laughing Hill Farm, Everlygreen Acres, Post Apples
Farm, Blooming Valley & more!

The last Monday of each month is a special event day with
live music and free activities for kids & families!

SNAP, WIC, & FMNP Senior Vouchers
Accepted & DOUBLED

. -' 'i !fmm.mi.
Senlur FMNP

I"IH.nl Join us I||.-||||-e| ng :IlMHr acious supporters: 1"#\. RLED, Erie

Imsurance, Highmark Health, Margoette Savings Bank,
oGt e an Bk, & Carhalls Foimsdsrenm of MW R

Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood Network
814-454-7814 « www.SS]NN.org
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Mortgage Questions?
We can help! Schedule a FREE mortgage
consultation with one of our mortgage

experts and ask away!

@ Schedule a loan appointment by phone or online TODAY!

Federal
Credit Uniﬂn‘

Mortgage

rt-r-k-'-l'-'r-f'a.s;. gl ificatics
wdit union for

vzLrie;

Loans subject to credit approval. Rates, terms and con
oncitons and ase subsect to change. Proparty ing
sligibiity requised. MMLS #414454

'|I\|:|{:I

gt | “| Walyin compicte details

(814) 825-2436 - www.eriefcu.org/mortgage-consultation

2

s and collateral

Membe -'_?'i|'.
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The OG of
convenience.

We’re celebrating sixty years of convenience.
When we opened our doors in 1965, our mission
was simple — sell local milk to local people.
Today, we offer fresh food, local brands, and

quality fuel at 70+ locations.

We’re proud to be your one-stop store —
yesterday, today, and tomorrow!

6o-

YEARS

Country
Fair:=:

CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S 88™ ANNUAL

ANTIQUE SHOW

FORMERLY THE WESTFIELD ANTIQUE SHOW

Join us for a bigger and better show - more dealers from six states, featuring
fine antiques at Chautauqua County’s most respected antique show.

Saturday, July 19 / 10am — 4pm
Sunday, July 20 / 10am — 3pm

Now in Mayville, NY

Chautauqua Suites Hotel & Expo Center
215 W Lake Rd, Mayville, NY
Admission: $10 per person * $15 per couple

M¢Clurg Museum

Where History Thrives

Village Park ® NYS Routes 394 & 20 » Westfield, NY
cchsmcclurg.org « 716-326-2977
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ing and hygiene products, a quiet place to breathe,
and peer-led programs that help queer youth and
young adults build life skills (Chat n Chill, True
North, or Open Mic). TransFamily of NWPA offers
support groups, community events, and safe spac-
es for trans people and their loved ones to ask hard
questions without fear.

But these organizations are small, grassroots, and
overworked. They are doing the work that systems
should be doing. They are holding space in a coun-
try where space is being rapidly stripped away.

And here’s the truth: it shouldn't have to be this
hard.

When a young person tells you who they are, be-
lieve them. When they say they need help, listen.
They are not too young. They are not confused.
They are surviving in a world that keeps telling
them not to try.

Trans youth don't need saving from themselves.
They need saving from a world that keeps shutting
the door on their futures.

We can do better. We must do better. And we begin
by asking ourselves: What does it actually mean to
create sanctuary?

It means funding queer-led organizations. It
means protecting access to mental health care. It
means ending policies that punish doctors, teach-
ers, practitioners, and parents for offering support
and affirmation. It means passing inclusive local
policies that recognize all genders and orienta-
tions. And it means showing up — with your time,
your money, and your voice.

Here's how you can take action:

« Donate to local organizations like Compton’s Ta-
ble or TransFamily of NWPA.

« Educate yourself and others about gender-af-
firming care, which is supported by every major
medical and psychological association in the U.S.

« Call your state and federal legislators and de-
mand they stop the attacks on trans healthcare,
education, and safety.

« Create affirming spaces — at work, in school, at
home - where gender-diverse people are welcomed
without question.

The young adult I met? They're still here. Still
navigating. Still trying. They found a small sup-
portive group of friends where they feel less alone.
They started drawing again. They found laughter,
even after loss.

They haven't gone back to the grocery store yet.
But they're thinking about it.

And maybe - if we do this right - if we build a
world where sanctuary is more than a promise
— they’ll feel safe enough to walk through those
doors again, head held high.

Because everyone deserves a place where they
don't have to explain their existence. Everyone de-
serves to feel like they belong.

Especially our young people. Especially now.

Dr. Tyler Titus (they/them) is the board chair of Compton’s
Table and can be reached at ttitus@comptonstable.org

Erie SeaWolves Celebrate 30th Season

But what about Oliver’s twist?

By: Liz Allen

playing for the Erie SeaWolves smashed a
home run atop the roof of Tullio Arena.

But long before Jose Guillen's walk-off homer
on June 20, 1995, when the SeaWolves played their
first-ever game in Erie, Mayor Joyce Savocchio, lo-
cal and state elected officials, business leaders, and
Team Erie volunteers stepped up to the plate to
make sure that minor league baseball would remain
in Erie and that the team’s sparkling new ballpark
would revitalize downtown.

When the SeaWolves celebrate their 30th anniver-
sary on June 20 through 22, the homestand against
the Chesapeake Baysox will feature fireworks, 1995
replica blue-and-white pinstripe uniforms, give-
aways, nostalgic trivia, and guest appearances by
former Erie players.

Just as tantalizing, though, is the teaser about how
comedian John Oliver, host of Last Week Tonight on
HBO Max, might rebrand the Erie SeaWolves. Will
our team really switch to a new name? Change mas-
cots? Pick different colors?

Greg Coleman, Erie SeaWolves president, expects
that Oliver's marketing plan will be revealed by the
end of June. But surprise is part of this caper. After
all, Coleman was unpacking in Toronto for a Blue Jays
game against the Detroit Tigers when he learned by
text that on Oliver's May 18 show, he had selected the
SeaWolves out of 47 applicants for rebranding.

“The rest of the world found out before the Erie
SeaWolves did. It's fun, it's entertaining, I got a kick
out of it,” Coleman said.

Coleman invited Oliver to rebrand the Erie team
because Oliver had overlooked the SeaWolves on an
earlier show highlighting minor league teams with
unique names and offbeat promotions.

Coleman sent Oliver an 11-item list touting memo-
rable accomplishments by the SeaWolves, including
“Alternative Facts Night” in 2017, when fans got faux
championship rings even though Akron had won
the Eastern League Championship the previous sea-
son; cotton-candy hot dogs on “Sugar Rush Night” in
2018; and in 2021, the reunion of the Wonders band
from That Thing You Do/, for the 25th anniversary of
Tom Hanks' Erie-centric film.

“I didn't want Erie to be left out of the story,” Cole-
man said. It's also real news that Erie, a small-mar-
ket team, did, indeed, win Eastern League champion-
ships in 2023 and 2024 and hopes to three-peat this
season.

Oliver's rebrand could play out in the same way
that the SeaWolves have become the SnowWolves,
the Pifiatas, and the Pepperoni Balls on theme
nights during the regular season.

But if Oliver pitches “the best thing that ever exist-
ed in this world,” there will be serious consideration
for his ideas long-term, Coleman said. “We have to go

T hirty years ago, a future Major League All Star

During his weekly HBO Max program Last Week Tonight, host John
Oliver announced that, after considering applications from 47 minor
league baseball games, he would be taking the Erie SeaWolves under
his wing and “rebranding” our 30-year-old team. SeaWolves President
Greg Coleman thinks, “It's fun, it's entertaining, | got a kick out of it.”

into it open-minded.”

As Oliver researches Erie's long and storied base-
ball history, he will learn that change has been a con-
stant for baseball in Erie and also that Erie fans are
fully vested in the fate of the SeaWolves. “This is our
team,” said Dr. Brad Fox, who has provided physician
services to Erie’s baseball teams since 1992. “Fans ac-
tually feel that they are part of the team.”

Season ticket holders and staffers make that clear.

Kirk Kinnear, an Army veteran who spent 20 years
stationed in Hawaii, is always the first one in line for
SeaWolves games, no matter the weather. He also
goes on road trips to see “our boys,” he said. The next
one will be to Akron on July 5.

LuAn Sheptow, who holds season tickets for both
Erie and the Detroit Tigers, said that at Comerica
Park, former Erie players always make it a point to
ask how “our Erie boys are doing,” she said.

Kinnear describes those associated with the Sea-
Wolves as “one big happy family” and that extends
to employees including Beryl Fleming, who began
ushering in 1996 during summers off from his job as
a history teacher, and Mike Balko, 27, who rose from
spinning the prize wheel as a seasonal worker to be-
coming director of operations.

“I love to see the smiles on the faces of fans,” Balko
said. That joy of taking in a ballgame never changes,
even though Erie’'s team names have changed many
times in the past. The current ballpark didn't even
have a name when it opened in June 1995. It became
Jerry Uht Park in August that year and then UPMC
Park in 2017.

The SeaWolves started as a single-A team and ad-
vanced to AA in 2003. The ballpark has been reno-
vated multiple times, and the Stadium Club, which
opened in 2021, is a year-round venue.

We teetered on the brink of losing pro ball when
team owners bolted and because of Major League
Baseball requirements for facility upgrades, which
were completed. We were on the chopping block
when MLB shrunk the number of minor-league
teams in 2019 but then spared Erie.

June 5, 2025
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(Clockwise from top left): Second baseman Trei Cruz makes an exciting out as the SeaWolves work their way towards the Eastern League
Championship; The yearbook from the inaugural season of the Erie SeaWolves was published for their first game in 1995 - the club celebrates
their 30th anniversary this year; UPMC Field was originally christened Jerry Uht Park; The SeaWolves celebrated back-to-back Eastern League

championships in 2023 and 2024..

The baseball business is stable right now. Sea-
Wolves' owner Fernando Aguirre signed a 10-year
lease for UPMC Park with Erie Events in 2021 and a
similar agreement was reached to keep Erie’s affilia-
tion with the Detroit Tigers for the same length of
time.

But it's also important to recall that Erie has pluck,
as demonstrated by the Erie SeaWolves' fight song.
Two seasons ago, Coleman, who plays guitar, came
up with the melody on a drive home from a game,
then added lyrics. Professionals polished up the dit-
ty and Jason Dougherty, entertainment director, cre-
ated the video that plays on the scoreboard during
crucial game moments.

“We are home of the fierce and the fun,” the song
intones in a catchy rhythm ideal for clapping along.
“We dream and we build and we just go out and get
another win.” It's the kind of bold attitude that Erie
demonstrates time and again.

“It's catching steam, especially with the kids,” Cole-
man said. Listen for yourself on YouTube.

The first-ever SeaWolves game that featured a dra-
matic come-from-behind win could have used a fight
song. It happened at the SeaWolves home opener on
June 20, 1995. With Erie tied 2-2 against the James-
town Jammers in the bottom of the ninth, Guillen, a
hot Pittsburgh Pirates prospect, came up to bat and
blasted the first pitch to the top of Tullio Arena for a
3-2 win for Erie.

The capacity crowd of 6,300 went wild.

But those who had worked for years to secure a
new stadium and minor league team for Erie already
knew that they had a winner three days earlier, on
Saturday, June 17, when hundreds of people braved

high humidity and hot temperatures in the Ball-
park-to-Ballpark Home Run (and Walk).

The route took them from beloved Ainsworth Field
on West 24th and Cranberry streets, home to Erie's
minor league and amateur teams for decades, to the
new ballpark at East 10th and French.

Craig Latimer directed the walk/run race, part of
the City of Erie's 1995 Bicentennial celebration.

‘I had a lot of experience putting on races but
usually in low-traffic areas in the country or the
easier-to-control Presque Isle,” Latimer recalled.
‘A daytime race from Ainsworth to the new down-
town park with a flood of runners, walkers, strollers,
and skateboards about to stream through a gaggle
of hopefully secured intersections was giving me
race-director hives.”

Would there be a train running along the 19th
Street tracks through Little Italy? Would the 16th
and Liberty intersection be safe for pedestrians?
Nevertheless, Latimer called about 800 participants
to the starting line and as “Take Me Out to the Ball-
game” played, he yelled “Go!” and watched as “the
ambulatory dam burst with a tide of folks keen on
getting to the new era of Erie baseball.”

Fans eager to check out Erie's new downtown ball
team wanted to pay tribute to Ainsworth Field,
which has its own history that should be preserved.
This field, owned by the Erie School District, has
hosted exhibition games featuring Honus Wagner
from the Pittsburgh Pirates in 1906 and then Babe
Ruth twice - in 1923, when Ruth's barnstorming All-
Stars beat the Erie Moose Club 15-1, and again in 1932,
when Ruth and fellow Yankee Lou Gehrig lost to
the Erie Sailors 7-4, as documented in the Mark Vat-

avuk-Richard Marshall book, Baseball in Erie.

Eric Brookhouser, 56, an Erie SeaWolves sea-
son ticket holder, nurtured his love of baseball at
Ainsworth. “I was going to Roosevelt Middle School
when the Erie Cardinals came, back in 1981. I lived
around 36th and Greengarden and could walk from
my house and then walk home at night. I probably
saw that last game at Ainsworth (when the Sailors
were in the independent Frontier League) and I was
at the first SeaWolves' game and saw the famous
Jose Guillen game-winning home run.”

Brookhouser is the great-nephew of the late Bet-
ty Peebles, who broke ground as a female baseball
columnist before becoming society editor of the Erie
Times-News. She was part of Team Erie, the volun-
teer organization that Savocchio credits with being
key to Erie landing the SeaWolves franchise.

“So many projects depend on partnerships, not just
political partnerships. Team Erie was part of a very
significant partnership,” she said. “One thing I've
learned in being mayor is that if you don't dream big,
you don't get big.”

Al Swigonski had that can-do attitude as president
of Team Erie and facing a daunting task. How do you
find millions to construct a new ballpark when you
start with only a $30,000 shoestring budget from lo-
cal fundraisers? “We were pulling teeth. Frankly, it
was a painful process. It was five years of purgatory.”

Swigonski became determined to save Erie base-
ball in 1990, after Erie Daily Times Sports Editor
Kevin Cuneo wrote about the poor maintenance
of Ainsworth Field. Swigonski had seen his first
ballgames there as a kid, with his parents and two
brothers. He wrote to Cuneo: “Let’'s do something.”

A 1992 feasibility study determined that Ainsworth
would not be a good site for a new ballpark and rec-
ommended that the stadium be built on the west
bayfront, where the Erie Bayfront Convention Cen-
ter now sits, although the study pointed out that the
“smell” from the nearby asphalt plant might offend
fans. Erie City Council members also complained
that gulls would foul up the field.

But there are no complaints now when gulls occa-
sionally glide over UPMC Park during a game. The
birds won't distract you from a conversation with
new usher Orzeko Seneta, 28, a Navy veteran who
will go to college in the fall to become a math teach-
er. He is a “sports nut” who knows more trivia about
the team and the ballpark than anyone I've ever met.

Also count yourself lucky if you run into Michael
and Shannon Barry, military veterans who chose to
retire to Erie six years ago from San Diego, because
he loves hockey and can root for the Erie Otters
and she can cheer for the SeaWolves in her favorite
sport, baseball. They had no ties to Erie when they
relocated here but are now season ticket holders.

And before John Oliver unveils his rebrand of the
Erie SeaWolves, have some fun dreaming up your
own new team names. Doc Fox likes the Olivers or
the Hazards. I'm partial to the Erie Dinor-saurs.

Liz Allen became an Erie SeaWolves usher in 2016 after
retiring from the Erie Times-News. She can be reached at
lizerie@aol.com
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Inpatient Rehabilitation
Care that gets you home

Sometimes life can hit you with unexpected changes.
Committed to providing excellent care, the LECOM Health
Inpatient Rehabilitation Unit team located inside LECOM
Medical Center and Behavioral Health Pavilion delivers
professional and courteous service.

v~ Physical therapy v Nursing

v~ Occupational therapy v" Nutritional services
v~ Speech pathology v’ Case management
v’ Respiratory therapy v’ Wound care

(814) 969-3911 or  (814) 868-2633

LIE|C|O/M Heair A

ERIE COUNTY
n COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Live Hlere
Learn Flara

Learn More & Apply At EC3PA.ORG
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Edwina Tries... LGBTQIA+ Friendly Game Night

Journey: Healing Together is a safe space to be yourself

By: Edwina Capozziello

Journey: Healing Together is the community out-
reach arm of Journey to a Trauma Informed Life,
a counseling and therapy group founded by Will Koe-
hler, Tyler Titus, and Rachel Lohr in 2019. Since 2023
it has been co-owned by Koehler and Angelica Sprag-
gins, LPC and has a staff of more than 15 counselors

This month, Edwina attended an LGBTQIA+ Friendly Game Night
hosted by Journey to a Trauma Informed Life’s community outreach
department, Journey: Healing Together, and learned more about their
approach and services.

focused on helping diverse groups of people “includ-
ing LGBTQIA+, BIPOC, people living with disabilities,
and New Americans, to heal from the deep-seated
traumas of discrimination, systematic oppression,
and marginalization...” according to their website.
Journey: Healing Together, in its goal to “provide op-
portunities for diverse groups to gather, heal, restore,
discover, and rebuild” is offering Wellness Weekend
events. | joined May's Friday Game Night and had a
wonderful time. Game nights are an 18+, LGBTQIA+
friendly, sober space, with snacks provided, that runs
on a “pay as you can” donation model. We played a cou-
ple of easy but intense board games that encouraged
friendly discourse and conversation. | learned more
about the counseling practice and the community or-
ganization from host Eric Reiche, LPC, ATR and they
made me feel very welcomed and included in the fun.
In my follow up contact with Eric, they wanted to
make sure it is known that Journey “strives to create
welcoming, affirming spaces for healing, connection,
and joy... with monthly themes that highlight intersec-
tional wellness.” The last dates for the Spring 2025
session are June 21 and 22 and will focus on Pride and

Black Celebration. Friday Game night will be trivia fo-
cused, Saturday's family-friendly “Crafternoon” will be
making rainbow pocket shrines, Saturday evening's
Dissociation Support Group welcomes all systems
and loved ones, and Sunday's Recovery Meeting is
open to anyone in recovery or seeking supportive
community dialogue.

For everyone's safety and comfort the group has a
rules page posted when you sign in - this is a space
to feel completely welcomed to be yourself. In the cur-
rent political climate, creating that kind of atmosphere
can feel like a revolutionary act. Journey continues to
fight the good fight to promote inclusion and healing
for underserved groups through their community out-
reach.

For more information and a complete list of events visit:
atraumainformedlife.com

Edwina is Erie’s (self-proclaimed) biggest fan who loves being
a tourist in our own town. If you have an idea of something
new she should try you can email her at edwina.capozziello@
gmail.com

Take Your Beer For a Walk: Erie's East Side

Cheers to Denny’s empire, ErieBank, Kraus, and a stellar crenelated parapet

By: Jeff McCullor

We’re headed to Erie's east side this month folks
- lace up those sneaks, grab your beer, and let's
take a walk together. Snag a can or growlerfill from
a local brewery and we'll all meander along the me-
ga-wide sidewalks of Erie's first main thoroughfare,
Parade Street.

Let's begin at the north east corner of East 10th and
Parade streets, home to all things Denny: Denny's
Ice Cream Stand, Denny’s Coin Laundry, and Denny's
Touchless Auto Wash. Ice cream has been a fixture in
this spot for the last 43 seasons, imagine how many
cones have graced those serving windows. We'll raise
a pint to you!

This exact spot once housed the Parade Street Mar-
ket House, a large building where local vendors could
sell their produce, meats, and other provisions. Similar
to Cleveland's wonderful West Side Market, its interi-
or was lined with stalls for rent from 1895 through the
1960s when it closed. At one point in time, Erie had no
fewer than four market houses. Shopping local was
the norm and chain stores didn't exist.

Just turn around for our next stop and look across
Parade Street, you'll see a new ErieBank branch, the
first new bank to open in this neighborhood in de-
cades, marking one of the most visible projects of the
Erie's East Side Renaissance (ESR) efforts in revitaliz-
ing the Parade Street corridor from East Sixth to East
12th. Cheers to you, ESR and ErieBank!

Next, let's stroll north a bit to 810 Parade, home to
Kraus Department Store, Erie's oldest and arguably
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This month, Jeff McCullor takes us on a stroll (with beer in hand, of course) to Erie's east side, experiencing the Denny's empire as well as imagining

what the corner would have looked like many (blue) moons ago.

most beloved hardware store. Their tagline is, “If we
don't have it, you don't need it." As a frequent flyer
here myself, | can attest this is 100 percent true. The
family-run business has been cranking out excellent
service since 1886, which is nothing short of incredi-
ble. Cheers, Kraus Family!

We'll continue our travels northbound on Parade
eventually landing at the northwestern corner of
East Sixth, home to the fortress-like Erie Armory. If
you can't spot it just look for the crenelated parapet
(a tower with gaps at regular intervals, as in a castle
battlement) — when was the last time you spotted a

sweet parapet, am | right? Purchased and modernized
by Erie Insurance in 2013, this spot was once home to
the Pennsylvania National Guard's 112th Infantry Reg-
iment, a unit with formation roots dating back to the
Civil War.

| hope you'll agree this has been a delightful stroll
along through an often overlooked piece of Erie.
Thanks for coming along with me. Drink local, and
keep on walking.

Jeff McCullor is the co-owner of Erie Ale Works. He can be
reached at jeff@eriealeworks.com
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Bird of the Month: Bank Swallows
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The Reader Beat Monthly Recap
Summary of May council meetings

By: Alana Sabol

he Reader Beat aims to cover city and county council

meetings as well as other important government and
community-related meetings. The following is a summa-
ry of each meeting for the month of May.

County Council May 6:

During this meeting, public comments primarily dis-
cussed concerns around an ordinance for $433,620 in
additional federal revenue for housing immigration de-
tainees. Vice Chairman Rock Copeland addressed these
concerns during and after the meeting, citing instances
where both criminals and law-abiding people with legal
status were detained. “There's the opportunity that we
could have actual citizens in lockup before they get to
see the judge to say, 'no, | am actually a legal citizen.”

City Council May 7:

Many constituents came to witness and speak on the or-
dinance amending and supplementing Article 354, which
addresses rental housing. This amendment would short-
en the length of the Tenant Bill of Rights document re-
quired to be given during lease signings. Representatives
of rental agencies and landlords expressed their con-
cerns and requested more amendments, such as amend-
ments concerning the legal process required to withhold
rent and return of the application fee. The ordinance was
passed unanimously by council. Councilmember Tyler
Titus explained in their committee report that, “There's
going to be another amendment that's coming forward
with a lot of the suggestions that were made.”

City Council May 21:

Another rental housing amendment ordinance was ad-
opted during its first reading, to be voted on for final pas-
sage in June. During public comments, CEO of the Erie
Zoo Roo Kojancie asked city council to meet with Erie
Events to continue the discussion of the zoo's ownership.
“It is vital that the council and the administration keep
the zoo's needs at the top of your minds during this time
of city change,” Kojancie said.

Coming up this month:

County Council Meeting, June 3 at 6 p.m.
City Council Meeting, June 4 at 9 a.m.
County Council Meeting, June 17 at 6 p.m.
City Council Meeting, June 18 at 6:30 p.m.

Excavators with wings

By: Mary Birdsong

n any summer day at Presque Isle, if you are on

the right beach, you have the opportunity to en-
joy the aerial acrobatics of Bank Swallows, a bird that
flies with fast, fluttery wing beats and brief glides.
They change course frequently in the air, and swoop
low over the water in pursuit of flying insects.

These bundles of high-octane energy are small, a
mere 5 inches in length, plain brown on top and white
below with a distinctive breast band (birders say
“banks have bands" as a way to remember this field
mark). They have pointed wings and small notches in
their long slender tails.

One feature that makes them captivating is their
method of nesting. Rather than building a nest in a
tree, they excavate cavities in the banks and bluffs
of rivers, streams, and lakes. Many places on the
shoreline of Lake Erie, including Presque Isle, offer
appropriate substrate where the swallows can dig
into the bank without the cavity collapsing. In these
tunnels, which can be 2 feet deep or more, a mated
pair of swallows use stems and leaves, and roots torn
from the exposed banks to build a flat nest inside the
cavity. During egg laying and incubation, feathers are
added.

Because they nest colonially, sites become a whirl
of activity as birds come and go quickly, especially if
they are feeding chicks. At Presque Isle, colonies can
contain up to several hundred pairs. It's mesmerizing
to watch birds fly directly to the bank at a high speed,
know which cavity is theirs and fly right in without
hesitation.

But these cozy cavities that protect eggs and young
from predators are also vulnerable to collapse if the

nesting sites aren't disturbed or destroyed.

Witness the entrancing dance of the Bank Swallows, nesting now on Presque Isle, but please do so from a safe distance so the unique birds’

Bank Swallows are unique birds, in their coloration and banding,
as well as their nesting habits. This month, Mary Birdsong, lead
shorebird monitor for the Erie Bird Observatory introduces us to
these birds who are nesting now on Presque Isle.

site is disturbed by high winds, waves, or human in-
terference (people sliding down banks, carving into
them, or heavy equipment moving on the top).

Erie Bird Observatory and Presque Isle State Park
staff do what they can to protect the colonies. Look
for roped-off areas with informational signs about
Bank Swallows and asking visitors to stay out. Sadly,
these signs are sometimes ignored, so please do your
part to help protect these birds —they flew all the way
from South America to be here.

They are nesting now; go see them and their amaz-
ing colonies!

Mary Birdsong is the lead shorebird monitor for Erie Bird Ob-
servatory. Learn more at eriebirdobservatory.org or on their
social media channels. She can be reached at mbirdsong@
eriereader.com
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Gem City Style: June 2025

An interview with Susannah Faulkner of Erie Arts and Culture

By: Jessica Hunter

and at its helm as the new executive director of

Erie Arts & Culture (EAC) is Susannah Faulkner
(40 Under 40 Class of 2023). Returning to her roots
with a wealth of global experience, Faulkner is ready
toinfuse the region's cultural landscape with fresh en-
ergy, inclusivity, and a collaborative spirit. In an inter-
view from her offices at the historic Cashier's House
in Downtown Erie, she shares her journey, vision, and
the personal philosophy that guides her leadership.

Faulkner’s artistic journey began at the tender age
of four, dancing ballet at the MLK Center. This early
exposure to arts education in a communal setting
proved foundational. “Getting involved in dance, and
specifically ballet ... really nurtured a collaborative
spirit in me, and also made me quick on my toes,” she
shares with a laugh. This collaborative essence has
remained a consistent thread throughout her life, al-
ways providing a feeling like “home” even across con-
tinents and states.

Faulkner’s path has been anything but linear. After
graduating high school, she was “truly dashing out
of town,” seeking experiences in diverse locales like
New York, Colorado, England, Ireland, and California.
These years abroad, particularly her time in the Bay
Area working in nonprofit administration and advo-
cacy, instilled in her a tremendous appreciation for
diversity and culture. Her return to Erie 15 years later
has been a pleasant surprise. “There's nowhere else
I'd want to be,” she confesses.

Erie’s vibrant arts and culture scene is buzzing,

Fostering inclusivity and
representation is non-
negotiable for Faulkner.

As an openly queer

leader, she aims to create
visibility and ensure that
LGBTQIA+ individuals and
organizations feel a sense of
belonging within Erie Arts &
Culture.

Her unique perspective deeply influences her ap-
proach to community engagement. Faulkner is par-
ticularly inspired by fellow returnees and by those
who choose Erie as their adult home, seeing opportu-
nities, four seasons, or a great place to raise a family.
This shift from a local culture of “trying to get out” to
one of genuine pride energizes her. She spent her first
year back keeping a low profile, working remotely, and

.11'

This month, Jessica Hunter sat down with the new executive director of Erie Arts and Culture, Susannah Faulkner (40 Under 40 Class of 2023)
to discuss the nonprofit’s direction and goals, as well as Faulkner's personal growth and style.

considering other major cities, but then, “l saw every-
thing around me and all the seeds that were planted,
specifically in the arts and culture sector.”

Central to her leadership at EAC is a powerful vision
statement, which she plans to proudly display: “Erie
Arts & Culture is creating a future where the arts re-
main the heartbeat of every community in northwest
Pennsylvania.” Faulkner is passionate about bringing
the "heart” to this mission.

Fostering inclusivity and representation is non-ne-
gotiable for Faulkner. As an openly queer leader, she
aims to create visibility and ensure that LGBTQIA+
individuals and organizations feel a sense of belong-
ing within EAC. This commitment extends to examin-
ing the organization's funding and grants, striving for
more flexibility to encompass cultural organizations
that may not be exclusively arts-focused but primarily
serve the LGBTQIA+ community. Her goal is to create
more adaptable funds, especially in an era of federal
arts funding cuts, to enable rapid response and sup-
port diverse cultural events.

When asked to describe her personal style in life
and leadership, Faulkner states, “l am a colorful, open,
and passionate human.” This ethos manifests in her

daily style and her conversations, where she actively
seeks connection with everyone. Recalling her time
on city council, she shares how shed find common
ground even with those holding opposing views,
whether through a shared love of the Steelers or a fa-
vorite ice cream flavor. “| truly believe there is a point
of connection with everyone. It can be found. And |
want to find it,” she asserts. Her ultimate aim is to be
a "walking rainbow,” embodying authenticity and in-
spiring others to do the same. As she aptly puts it, “if
I'm too much, go find less.”

With her vibrant vision, inclusive approach, and un-
wavering passion for connection, Susannah Faulkner
is undoubtedly poised to leave an indelible and col-
orful mark on Erie's ever-evolving arts and culture
scene.

Learn more about Erie Arts and Culture's work at
erieartsandculture.org

Gem City Style is a monthly column featuring an intimate
Q&A with someone making a creative impact in Erie. If you or
someone you know would make a good fit for a future Gem
City Style, email jessica@eriereader.com

14 | Erie Reader | ErieReader.com

June 5, 2025



We're building Erie’s civic future.

Thanks to the pledge of Bruce Raimy, one of the JES’s co-founders and current Vice Chairman of
the Board of Trustees, all donations to the Jefferson Educational Society Endowment Fund at
The Erie Community Foundation will be matched dollar for dollarup to $250,000.

Join Bruce in building Erie’s civic future with us by donating today!
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Aging With Pride: Erie's Queer Senior Social Club

Welcoming, inclusive group staves off elder loneliness

By: Erin Phillips

Dr. Vivek H. Murthy declared a

loneliness epidemic in the United
States. In part due to repercussions
from the COVID-19 pandemic, but
noting that loneliness and isolation
was a serious public health issue
well before that, Murthy states that
“loneliness is far more than just a bad
feeling — it harms both individual and
societal health. It is associated with a
greater risk of cardiovascular disease,
dementia, stroke, depression, anxiety;,
and premature death.” Combine the
overarching issue of loneliness with
individuals who are over the age of 55
and identify as LGBTQIA+, and that
risk soars.

Clinical social worker Dale Allgeier
knows this first-hand. Due to his con-
tinually running ad in Erie Gay News
(a publication that has been serving
the regional LGBTQIA+ community
since 1992), he was often contacted by
folks, particularly senior citizens, try-
ing to find a social connection, a place
for community, and to build friend-
ships. “I started getting more and
more calls specifically for resources
for LGBTQIA+ seniors, people inquir-
ing if there were groups or activities
for them to join. And then I also be-
gan to hear, in my practice, people
wanting to connect that hadn't really
been a part of a community, or who
had lost a partner and needed to re-
connect to the community.” These
older folks, especially those who
were new to the Erie area, didn't have
an outlet for meeting new people and
didn't feel comfortable going to bars,
as they may have in the past, to con-
nect. This was a light bulb moment
for Allgeier.

In 2017, Aging With Pride (AWP) was
born. “I asked a few key people to get
together and it grew from there,” All-
geier states. AWP is “an organization
of senior LGBTQIA+ members and
allies that develops and sponsors
social, recreational, and education-
al events to promote healthy leisure
activities, community, and an active,
enjoyable lifestyle.” And on a chilly
spring afternoon, I met with four
members of AWP (Dale Allgeier, Lau-
rie Finch, Pete Genco and Stephen Si-

In 2023, the U.S. Surgeon General
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Some members of Aging with Pride met up with Erin Phillips at one of their favorite local spots, Werner Books and Coffee, to discuss the history and work of the
group. Pictured from left to right are members Dale Allgeier, Stephen Siwiecki, Laurie Finch, and Pete Genco.

wiecki) at Werner Books and Coffee, a
place which has become a gathering
spot for many of their activities.

The bulk of what AWP does is to or-
ganize social events that range from
cultural to culinary, including edu-
cational opportunities and advoca-
cy outreach work. The group meets
biweekly as a board to discuss and
plan their upcoming activities. These
have recently included day trips to
art museums including the Cleveland
Museum of Art, the Albright Knox in
Buffalo, and the Andy Warhol Muse-
um in Pittsburgh. They also connect
with similar groups in other cities
and recently hosted a group from
Pittsburgh called the OWLS (Older
Wiser Leaders), guiding them to lo-
cal restaurants, Presque Isle, and the
Maritime Museum. AWP also recent-
ly hosted a movie night at the Erie
Movie House, inviting members to a

screening of the film Milk (a biopic
of activist Harvey Milk, who was the
first openly gay man to be elected to
public office in California).

They organize monthly dinner out-
ings to area restaurants, always keep-
ing it local. Pete Genco notes, “Every-
one just pays their own way, but it's
another way to get together. We've
been to the Wooden Ladle, the Brew-
Erie at Union Station, Oasis, Colony
Pub - always a local place. And we've
been very welcomed wherever weve
gone. We're really looking forward to
visiting Give a Crepe this month - the
owner (Stephanie Klassen, 40 Under
40 Class of 2023) is very supportive of
our community.”

Additionally, AWP has a month-
ly book club at Werner Books and
Coffee. Organizer Stephen Siwiecki
notes, “Our book club was one of the
first things we started. Most of our

selections have LGBTQIA+ themes,
but it's not a requirement. That
group has grown - we've had three
or four new members each month.”
They also host a regular game night
at the same venue.

But Aging With Pride isn't just fun
and games, as it were. They also work
hard to have visibility in the commu-
nity as advocates to help inform, ed-
ucate, and work towards the better-
ment of the whole queer community
in Erie. The group has representation
within the Area Agency on Aging
Advisory Council, the Independent
Council on Aging, and has a regular
informational booth at Ryan Biz-
zarro's Senior Fair and Older Living
Expo, hoping to connect with seniors
who may not be aware of the group.
They've hosted educational speakers
who talk on relevant subjects like
Social Security and Medicare. They
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have tables and information avail-
able at Pride on the Bay, the Pride
Picnic, and Meadville Pride.

The group has organized to collect
winter clothing and food for dona-
tion drives through Central Out-
reach and are currently organizing
for a school supply drive which will
happen in August. They also lend a
hand when it comes to the distribu-
tion of the Erie Gay News. AWP holds
monthly “folding parties” where
members gather to collate and fold
print copies of the publication. They
also help with community distribu-
tion, stuffing envelopes or delivering
copies to different locations, includ-
ing to members of congress and lo-
cal politicians. The May issue of Erie
Gay News featured a voters guide as
well as an article about “Honor Your
LGBTQ Elder Day,” which was on May
16.

Additionally, the group is working
on an archive of local LGBTQIA+ his-
torical material. “Through the years,
both Mike Mahler (publisher of Erie
Gay News) and myself would expe-
rience people dropping off stuff that
they didn't know what to do with and
it related to the queer community,”
Allgeier states. Photographs, docu-
ments from early or now-defunct
organizations, pamphlets, posters — a
true archive of LGBTQIA+ informa-
tion - is now being digitized and ar-
chived through the Lilley Library at
Penn State Behrend.

“I think the oldest thing we have
is from 1964 when drag shows were
held at a now-razed facility, a ban-
quet hall, in Harborcreek. It was once
a year and was a big deal among drag

Recently, Aging with Pride hosted a similar group from Pittsburgh called the OWLS (Older Wiser Leaders) and started their day with lunch at the Wooden Ladle, a spot
that has been extremely welcoming and accommodating.

circuits. I have some photos from
that, some documents from different
organizations from the past, some
photos from house parties in the
1980s, different gatherings and pic-

A major project Aging with Pride has undertaken in recent years is an archival one: compiling photographs,
clippings, brochures, and memorabilia that capture queer history in Erie and working with the Penn State
Behrend Lilley Library to create a historical archive.

nics,” Allgeier states.

Additionally, the group is start-
ing an oral history project, akin to
NPR's StoryCorps, where older queer
folks record their stories, what they
went through, and the work they've
done to help younger generations.
AWP member Laurie Finch states,
“We fought for rights, for marriage
equality, and we thought we had it
taken care of for the younger gener-
ation but it looks like the fight needs
to continue. We'll keep on helping
them.” Eventually these recorded sto-
ries will also be stored at the Lilley Li-
brary and will serve as a gift to future
generations of LGBTQIA+ identify-
ing folks who hope to connect with
their local, cultural past.

Aging With Pride events are open
for anyone who wants to join. Allgeier
states that the suggested starting age
is 55, “but we don't card.” The group is
also open to supportive friends, fam-
ily members, and allies. They have a
public events calendar on their web-

site (agingwithprideerie.org), which
is also listed monthly in Erie Gay
News and posted on the community
board at Werner Books and Coffee
— anyone is welcome to join in any-
thing at any time. Finch notes, “Ev-
eryone brings their own interests to
the group, so we all experience new
things - learning new things keeps
us young.” Genco concurs and adds,
‘Aging With Pride has a lot of positive
energy. This group is very cohesive
and all the people work well togeth-
er. You know, a lot of seniors can feel
lonely and isolated, I think this is a
way of helping.”

If you'd like to help support Aging With
Pride, you can do so through their website
where they sell merchandise and Pam-
pered Chef products. Or to make a direct
donation, email info@agingwithpride.org
or call (814) 455-4009.

Erin Phillips can be reached at erin@
eriereader.com

June 5, 2025

ErieReader.com | Erie Reader | 17



FEATURE

Henry Alden Clark: Erie’s Intellectual of the Highest Order

A local life lived in service from the Civil War to the Second World War

By: Jonathan Burdick

enry Alden Clark was born in Harborcreek
H on Jan. 7, 1850 to Chauncey and Emeline

Clark. He and his younger brother William
received their early years of education from their
mother. When Henry was 14 though, his moth-
er died and the boys bounced around different
schools. Henry spent a year at Erie Academy, a year
at the Edinboro Normal School, and a year at Wil-
loughby Collegiate Institute. He then returned to
Erie and completed a year at Central High School
before taking a job as a classroom teacher for a
short stint.

He soon enrolled at Harvard. There, Clark co-edit-
ed The Harvard Book, which had a series of essays
and biographies related to the university's history.
He was also one of the co-founders and original ed-
itors of the campus newspaper The Magenta (now
called the Harvard Crimson). Their first “office” was
Clark’s dorm room in Stoughton Hall. The success
of this student newspaper was far from guaran-
teed. The previous five student publications had
all failed due to “indifference of the study body.”
Yet, they pushed forward, filling the publication
with student stories and essays and plenty of hu-
mor. It was an instant hit.

After earning his degree in 1874, he entered Har-
vard Law School. He graduated in 1877 and was ad-
mitted to the bar the following year. For the next
few years, he practiced law in Fall River, Massachu-
setts, first in a partnership with Jonathan M. Wood
and then with Hugo A. Dubuque.

In 1878, he married Sophy Gertrude McCreary of
Erie, daughter of David Berkley and Annette Ju-
lia McCreary. Her father was a brigadier general
during the Civil War, having first enlisted with the
Wayne Guards under John W. McLane and working
his way up the ranks. In 1880, Henry and Sophy had
a daughter and named her Sophy Annette.

The Clarks moved back to Erie in 1882 and he be-
came law partners with his father-in-law. Around
this time, Clark also represented Edison Electric
Light Company and was described as a “confidante”
of Thomas Edison. In their personal correspon-
dences, Clark and Edison personally discussed
bringing Edison’s ‘overhead conductors” for the
“Edison light” to Erie’s streets. The two men report-
edly remained lifelong friends.

Clark was well-liked by his peers and colleagues.
His friends described him as a “gentle, understand-
ing, tolerant soul” who was known for his “cool
and rational judgement” and “pristine eloquence.”
He was known as “the philosopher, the comfort-
er, [and] the common sense advisor.” Good friend
and fellow lawyer Franklin B. Hosbach said of
him, “Clark’s charm for making and keeping great
friendships lay in his sincerity and true basic
greatness which radiated from his personality.”

In February 1889, he and Sophy had their second
child, a son named Henry. That December, Clark
lost his brother William, only 37 years old, who was
working as a pharmacist in Middleville, Michigan
and was planning to relocate his business back
home. After contracting malaria though, he re-
turned to Erie to recuperate and while he initially
seemed to be recovering, his health suddenly and
rapidly deteriorated.

A few months after his brother’s death, Clark pur-
chased the Erie Gazette and worked as its editor.
After a few years, he sold it, declaring that he was
happy to get out of journalism forever, and instead
turned his focus to politics. He had already dab-
bled in politics having been selected as chairman
for the Republican City Committee and then to the
county committee. He was first elected to the Com-
mon Council of Erie and then served a term as Erie
City Solicitor beginning in 1896.

After taking a break from politics, he entered the
race for the Pennsylvania State Senate in 1910. “The
question of efficient government is squarely up
to the people,” he said after winning. “It is just as
essential to have good men operating the munici-
pal machinery as it is to have the men ‘behind the
guns.”

Clark then ran for United States Congress in 1916.
This was an extremely important election as war
was already raging in Europe and many Americans
were divided on whether the United States should
get involved or not. Clark won the seat. On April
2, 1917, President Woodrow Wilson spoke to a joint
session of Congress requesting a declaration of
war against Germany. The Senate voted in favor
two days later, followed by the House of Represen-
tatives two days after that. Clark voted yes.

Near the end of his term, as World War I was
coming to an end, Clark chose not to run again. He
returned to practicing law in Erie and remained ac-
tive across the city. He was a trustee of Erie Acade-
my. He was director of the Erie Art Club and pres-
ident of the Erie County Historical Society. Clark
was deeply interested in history and frequently
read histories and biographies. To many locals, he
was earning the reputation of “one of the city's
most revered and prominent citizens.”

In May 1921, Clark, now 71, was appointed by the
governor to a 10-year term as judge of the new-
ly-formed Erie County Orphan's Court. In this
position, his role was to settle disputes related to
estates, trusts, guardianships, and other family law
issues. His term was met with approval, but for his
second term, there would be no appointment. Hed
have to win it in an election. Now though, he was
80 years old, his wife Sophy had recently died, and
the opposition publicly and relentlessly highlight-
ed his age in their campaigns against him, argu-
ing that he wouldn't even survive another 10-year
term.

SNOWOD YIAINIMIM

Henry Alden Clark was born in 1850 and died in 1944, meaning he
witnessed America’s history from the Civil War through World War
1. The nonagenarian Renaissance Man was a journalist, lawyer,
intellectual, philosopher, father, state senator, congressman,
historian, and judge.

While it is unclear what happened behind the
scenes, Clark decided to run with the Liberal Par-
ty, making it a three-way race with the Republican
and Democratic candidates. Many across the city
came to his defense. He received numerous en-
dorsements from area organizations, unions, and
veterans groups, each highlighting his character,
his experience, and his progressive record.

“When your personal affairs are at stake, would
you dismiss a lawyer who had served you wisely
and well to engage a newcomer merely for the sake
of change?” one supporter published, comparing
Clark to Babe Ruth and his two opponents to in-
experienced ballplayers. “He has no ‘machine’ and
no ‘paid patriots’ but trusts entirely the power of
truth and the judgement of the voters.” Despite
these efforts, Clark came in third. He'd been deep-
ly hurt by all of the personal attacks, but accepted
the results and went back to practicing law.

Clark’s mind remained sharp. He was still a great
conversationalist and his impeccable memory re-
mained, although hed given up horseback riding
and golf. His vision wasn't what it used to be, but he
still could read and did so voraciously. He also still
had his automobile and enjoyed leisure drives with
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1800 TONS OF BOMBS ON BERLIN
ﬂmry A. Cfark Former Judge,Dies At 94 ?Err::u':r%

Even up until 94 years of age Henry Alden Clark was sharp as a tack.
The Erie Daily Times noted that he was “an intellectual of the highest
order” who “spread his wisdom generously to all who knew him,” but
always remained humble.

friends. When he could, he still traveled and visited
Harvard for the first time in decades around this
time. He marveled at the Crimson Building that
housed the student newspaper that was once edit-
ed out of his dorm room.

Even after turning 90, while officially retired,
he was known for helping out younger lawyers.
“Judge Clark has never permitted himself to grow
too old,” the Erie Daily Times noted on his 91st
birthday. If a young lawyer asked for his assistance
or advice, he was there. In fact, he was still seen in
the courthouse nearly daily. He was also often seen
taking walks, usually to the corner store nearby
where he'd check out the baseball scores and pick
up the newspaper.

He always kept a close eye on current events. He
had strong opinions and he wasn't shy about shar-
ing them. “His rebuke could be sharp and his criti-
cism searing,” stated the Erie Daily Times. “But he
was just as quick to praise when it was merited.”
As Europe erupted into another war, he studied the
conflict daily from his East Sixth Street home.

“I look back over that long lane of years to 1850
[and] the world does not seem to have changed as
much as we think it has, surely not as much as it
should have done. Things aren't a whole lot differ-
ent now than they ever were,” he reflected in Janu-
ary 1941. He predicted that the United States would
soon be at war with Nazi Germany. Just shy of a
year later, the United States entered the war.

On Jan. 7, 1944, Clark celebrated his 94th birth-
day. In the past, his birthdays would be an open
house of people coming and going, but his doctor
had advised against it this year. He instead held
only a small gathering with close friends and fam-
ily where they discussed “pleasant memories” and
Clark, always the storyteller, shared stories from
the past and thoughts on the present war.

“He's still the same keen student of current affairs
he always was,” the newspaper noted in a report on
his birthday, adding that his mind was still “sharp
and clear.” Of the war, he said he hoped he would
personally get to see the end of it. He recalled be-
ing a boy during the Civil War, living on the farm
in Erie County, and hearing about the Battles of

Vicksburg and Gettysburg after they happened.
And it seemed, Clark recalled, it had been war after
war after war around the world ever since.

“There is battle, murder, and sudden death in the
world today,” he said, “but there have been exactly
those same things existing and operating for most
part of my 94 years.”

Clark would not see the end of the war though.
On Jan. 28, 1944, he came down with what seemed
to be a simple cold. Within a few days, he had taken
a turn for the worse and was bedridden at home.
His doctors considered him to be in critical condi-
tion and predicted that he likely wouldn't recover.
A little over two weeks later, he died.

The editors of the Erie Daily Times noted their
“genuine sadness” over the loss of this “gentlemen,
scholar, citizen and jurist.” They added that Henry
Alden Clark was “an intellectual of the highest or-
der” who “spread his wisdom generously to all who
knew him,” but always remained humble. “He was
considerate and kind towards his fellow man,” they
continued. “His heart couldn't harbor any hard
thoughts to any human.”

His son, Henry, died two months later at age 55.
His daughter, Sophy, lived until 1961. She was 81.
The Clark family are all buried at the Erie Ceme-
tery.

Jonathan Burdick runs the public history project Rust &
Dirt. He can be reached at jburdick@eriereader.com
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Queer Art Rising

Eries LGBTQIA+ Artists on Building Community and Taking Up Space

By: Julia Carden

rt has long been a powerful
Aforce for visibility, resistance,

and self-expression through-
out queer history. In Erie — a cultural
hub for the surrounding region - a
number of organizations prioritize
LGBTQIA+ inclusion year-round, not
just during Pride Month. Through the
arts, education, and grassroots efforts,
they help foster visibility and belong-
ing across northwestern Pennsylva-
nia. Leading the way are the artists.

Among them is Gaby Apollo Reyes
(they/them), founder of Apollos Di-
vine Odyssey and Melancholy Brand.
For Reyes, art began as a form of sur-
vival, and has since become a pow-
erful medium for self-discovery and
transformation.

“I've been an artist my whole life,”
Reyes said, reflecting on a childhood
steeped in creativity. “I'm fortunate to
have amother who's always supported
me through every creative phase I've
explored.” That early encouragement
was cultivated in community spaces
like the Neighborhood Art House and
the Boys and Girls Club, where Reyes
found both belonging and a place to
express themself through art.

Artists often emphasize the impor-
tance of finding a network to support
and inspire their creative process.
Painter Marcy Hall (she/her) found
just that when she moved to Oil City
in 2020 through their Artist Reloca-
tion Program. She established her
studio in the National Transit Art
Studios, where she's become part of a
thriving local arts scene.

“Everyone has the right to express
themselves; that's what art is all
about,” Hall said. “It's also a powerful
way to connect with others. For me,
it's been really important to connect
to other artists and feel the energy of
people making things happen.”

Hall's artistic journey began more
than 25 years ago, painting regional
landmarks like the Cashier's House,
The Pufferbelly Restaurant, and Glass
Growers Gallery. Today, she focuses
primarily on commissioned work and
contributes to public art.

Eric Anthony Berdis (they/them, 40
Under 40 Class of 2024) is a fiber artist
and educator whose work is inspired
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Julia Carden caught up with four LGBTQIA+ identifying artists from Erie and discussed their work and inspirations. These artists include (clockwise from top left):
Austin Kulyk aka Pissi Gabune, Eric Anthony Berdis, Gaby “Apollo” Reyes, and Marcy Hall.

by queer joy and queer history - par-
ticularly the stories of lesbian and
queer women who often served as
caretakers during the HIV/AIDS epi-
demic in the United States. Drawing
influence from powerful memorials
like The NAMES Project AIDS Memo-
rial Quilt, Berdis sees art as a poetic
way to express ideas “without directly
saying it in words.”

After leaving Erie for school, Berdis
eventually returned and discovered a
creative community waiting for them.
Ashley Pastore (40 Under 40 Class of
2022), founder and owner of Grounded
Print Shop, invited Berdis to use some
studio space. Berdis credited Ground-
ed as the place “where they fell back
in love with Erie.” There, Berdis made
friends, collaborated with other art-
ists, and made art.

“There’s a big misconception that
artists work alone,” Berdis said. “But it
really takes community. For me, that's
an essential part of my practice.”

With strong roots in Erie, their work
has been exhibited at the Erie Art Mu-
seum, the Inner-City Neighborhood
Art House, and in galleries across the
country, including Philadelphia, New
York City, and Richmond.

“It is radical to be authentically you
in a room,” Berdis said. “We need to
have spaces for folks to experiment
and try new things, and there are so
many wonderful spaces in Erie that
allow for art and expression. We need
these spaces, and not just in June.”

Arts and queer history have long
been deeply connected, woven togeth-
er through acts of resistance, celebra-
tion, and self-discovery. For many in

the LGBTQIA+ community, creative
expression offers a powerful sense
of liberation, providing space to ex-
plore and affirm identity in ways that
words alone often cannot.

Edinboro native and musical
theater performer Austin Kulyk
(they/them) takes the stage as Pis-
si Gabune, captivating audiences at
Erie Pridefest, Meadville Pride, The
Zone, and The Boro Bar. After earn-
ing a degree in Theatre Arts from
the State University of New York at
Fredonia, Kulyk began performing
drag in 2022. While their exploration
of performance makeup and drag
developed later, singing has always
been a passion.

“Queer visibility is important in arts
and culture because it's one of the
few spaces where we can explore our-
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selves without judgment,” Kulyk said.
“There will always be judgment in
some form, in any walk of life. But art
allows for a full expression of who you
are without having to explicitly say
it.” Kulyk hopes to see the local drag
scene continue to grow, with more
venues embracing diverse styles and
nontraditional forms of drag. What

others can feel that sense of safety.”

For many artists, the growing mo-
mentum in Erie feels tangible. From
the inclusive exhibitions at the Erie
Art Museum to queer-led pop-ups on
display in Ember + Forge, Erie's cre-
ative scene continues to be fueled by
the queer community.

“Over time, I've seen more collab-

“It is radical to be authentically
you in a room. We need to have
spaces for folks to experiment

and try new things ... and not
just in June.” - fiber artist Eric

Anthony Berdis

started as a creative outlet evolved
into a powerful way to connect with
others.

“I love being involved, but that’s not
why I do this. If I just wanted to sing,
I could do that in the shower,” Kulyk
said. “What matters is going out and
creating a space where people feel ac-
cepted — that's why I do this now. The
most important thing to me is that

oration, more mutual support, and
a growing commitment to claiming
space,” Reyes says about Erie. “It feels
like a real movement toward equity,
one that is focused on making sure
everyone, especially those on the mar-
gins, has a seat at the table.”

Julia Carden can be reached at juliac-
arden9l@gmail.com
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The Local Impact of Federal Institute of Museum and Library Services Cuts

Cost-saving justification highlights community inequality

By: Chloe Forbes

ith a click of a button on-
line, access to information
is a right most people have

become accustomed to. Knowledge is
power, and community hubs like li-
braries and museums facilitate that,
especially for marginalized commu-
nities. However, a recent executive or-
der aimed at cutting unnecessary fed-
eral funding may have adverse effects
on those communities, according to
local advocates.

In March, the federal administration
signed an executive order proposing
the elimination of the Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services (IMLS), cit-
ing efforts to streamline government
spending and return more authority
to states and local institutions.

Although it makes up less than 0.01
percent of the federal budget, the
IMLS is the largest source of federal
funding for libraries and provides cru-
cial support to museums nationwide.
In 2024, Pennsylvania received $10.7
million from the IMLS - $7.5 million
for libraries and $3.2 million for mu-
seums.

The order stated that the IMLS was
deemed nonessential and directed
the agency to cease components and
functions not required by law. Be-
cause the IMLS operates under a bud-
get approved by Congress, it remains
uncertain which aspects of its work
fall outside legal requirements.

Supporters of the cuts argue they
could enable cost savings and empow-
er states to manage cultural institu-
tions more directly. Critics, however,
warn that the shift may create fund-
ing gaps for communities that rely
heavily on federal support.

Impact on Erie County
A mix of rural, urban, and suburban
municipalities, Erie County's land-
scape varies in its access to the inter-
net, information, resources, and ex-
periences depending on proximity to
urban centers and income level. Advo-
cates for the IMLS warn that cutting
the institution could have the most
noticeable effects in communities al-
ready facing resource shortages.

Kelly Armor, an Erie expert on the
IMLS, has found through her time

o
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With federal grant funding from IMLS secured by Kelly Armor, the folklorist-in-residence for Erie Arts and Culture was able to help facilitate programs like a West
African clothing design workshop for local sewers and quilters.

executing IMLS grant programs and
serving on the IMLS grant review
board that the work makes meaning-
ful change for those who are most
marginalized.

“It doesn't mean the death of the mu-
seum - of course not,” Armor said. “It
just makes it harder for the museum
to be able to serve the broadest swath
of the community and to be able to
reach out to those institutions and
communities that don't think of the
museum as for them, but it can be.”

In Erie, IMLS funds have historical-
ly helped places like the Erie Art Mu-
seum, the Hagen History Center, and
Erie Arts and Culture.

It also provides library resources —
including the POWER online database
for electronic books and databases
and interlibrary loan software — along
with professional development and
training for library staff via the state.
This is through the IMLS Grants to

States program.

According to Joseph Sinnott, direc-
tor of administration at Erie County
and former Erie mayor, these resourc-
es are a small enough portion of fund-
ing that daily operations likely won't
be impacted.

For museums, the picture is a little
different.

“IMLS’ funding programs for librar-
ies provide operating support for
the state library system to distribute
based on a population formula, but
the museum grant funds are all proj-
ect-based,” said Rusty Baker, execu-
tive director of PA Museums. “General
operating support, funding with no
strings attached, is a real need in the
museum field to support staff salaries,
utilities, insurance, etc. While IMLS
funding for museums does not pro-
vide general operating support, the
ability to fund projects in museums
frees up other resources to be devoted

to operations.”

PA Museums, a statewide museum
association, secured IMLS funding in
2019 for leadership programming that
included the Erie Maritime Museum.

“PA Museums has been disappoint-
ed by the cancellation of grants that
were already approved because of the
planning and time spent by nonprof-
its that will no longer bear fruit,” Bak-
er said of the recent impact.

In 2022, the Hagen History Center
received about $22,400 to update its
technology infrastructure. Its grant
application states that the funding
was to respond to the community's
need for internet access, exacerbated
by the pandemic.

“[The] IMLS is the nation's only feder-
al funding source for museums,” said
Caleb Pifer, executive director at Ha-
gen History Center. “Not only does the
agency fund museums directly, but it
funds every state archive. So there will
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Funding provided through a grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services helped make this cultural program hosted by Anjali Sahay at Blasco Memorial Library possible. Library resources, as well as funding for
institutions like the Erie Art Museum, the Hagen History Center, and Erie Arts and Culture are at risk due to recent federal cuts.

be a trickle-down effect from federal to
state, to local funding gaps. The loss of
[the] IMLS makes it that much harder
for already cash-strapped museums
and historical societies to operate.”

Historically, the IMLS has also fund-
ed the art museum’s Kids as Curators
program, along with leadership oppor-
tunities.

“When I was at the art museum, it
was areally important part of the com-
munity outreach,” Armor said.

Armor worked at the Erie Art Muse-
um and ran the Kids as Curators pro-
gram for 12 years until 2018 when she
went to Erie Arts and Culture, and 11 of
those years, the program was funded
by the IMLS.

Kids as Curators worked with three
middle schools each year - a rural,
suburban, and city school — and gave
students the resources to create their
own exhibits to be displayed in the
museum. She said the public schools
were wary to commit each year be-
cause of the high staff turnover, and
rural schools were unsure of how ap-
propriate the art would be for children
because it wasn't something they were
familiar with.

But each year, the program was a
success and Armor received positive
feedback from the schools about how
enriching the experience was.

“The schools that are harder to reach
are the ones we really need to be work-
ing with,” Armor said.

Relationship-building has gone be-
yond schools, though, as most recently,
the IMLS granted Erie Arts and Cul-
ture the funds to execute program-

ming with 14 different artists at librar-
ies across Warren, Lawrence, Mercer,
Venango, and Erie counties.

Cultivating connection

At Erie Arts and Culture, Armor is
known as the folklorist-in-residence.
She said her favorite definition of folk-
lore or traditional art is “art that has a
job to do beyond simply being some-
thing of aesthetic enjoyment.”

“For example, a symphony or a Mona
Lisa or a landscape painting, theyre
really meant for our aesthetic contem-
plation. That's their reason,” she said.
“We go to a symphony to take it in. We
go to an art museum to take the art in.
With folk and traditional art, you can-
not really separate them from the com-
munity and the role they play in the
community. So a lullaby is a folk song
because it has a job to do — it calms the
baby down. It also calms the person
who’s holding the baby.”

Other examples come from ethnic
identities like African dances or East-
ern European prayer circles, but they
can also include Amish quilting, craft-
ing fly fishing lures, or taxidermy.

‘A taxidermist is a good example of
folk and traditional art because they're
not creating a taxidermied buck head
or a taxidermied fox to go in a muse-
um,” Armor explained. “TheyTre doing
it for that hunter.”

With her IMLS grant, Armor facilitat-
ed 49 folk art workshops throughout
various libraries last summer. They
included Ukranian-style egg painting,
a West African clothing design work-
shop for local sewers and quilters, and

more.

Armor said the IMLS proposals that
were most successful and received
funding were those that were collab-
orative and met the needs of the com-
munity.

“The IMLS has been very interested
in working with diverse communities
and making sure that the museum is
indeed serving all kinds of people, par-
ticularly those people who wouldn't
see themselves as museum-goers,” she
said.

For example, if an African group
wanted to teach educators how to in-
corporate song and dance in the class-
room, all those involved must be con-
sulted to ensure it meets their needs.

The IMLS has become a conduit for
a bigger cultural shift that began in
the 70s when museums began wel-
coming educators into their space. It
became centered around people rather
than objects. “Objects are the means in
which they do programming, but it's
really about the people,” Armor said.

The question became how the muse-
um could further the community's in-
terests and challenge the community
to better itself.

A broader picture

Although the proposed cuts would not
prevent museums or libraries from
operating, they would eliminate a key
source of support, particularly for
smaller institutions.

Over the years, the IMLS has sought
to level the playing field by offering
grants tailored to small-scale organi-
zations with limited resources. If the

IMLS is eliminated or these funds
are instead managed by state govern-
ments, competition may increase and
opportunities could diminish for insti-
tutions without dedicated grant-writ-
ing staff.

Currently, Armor said, the IMLS has a
rigorous grant process to ensure mea-
surable success and that there is com-
munity buy-in. Most grants require
matching funds, which Armor said can
typically be secured with the help of
the state. However, if the money is fun-
neled through the state, that avenue
will no longer be available.

Armor said the National Endowment
for the Humanities and the National
Education Association are also pieces
of the cultural sector puzzle that have
been slashed and will hurt the most ex-
cluded communities.

“It will affect the poorest, the most
marginalized, and the neediest,” she
said. “The amount of money that the
IMLS gets in federal and taxpayer dol-
lars is so small yet the impact has been
so great.” She said that every dollar is
amplified through the IMLS and it was
a marker of trust by the federal gov-
ernment in their work.

“By defunding the IMLS I feel like
weTe cutting off our nose to spite our
face. It hasn't been partisan,” she said.
“It has been about the community and
widening the access to culture and
learning for all kinds of people. And if
that isn't at the heart of democracy, I
don't know what is.”

Chloe Forbes is a local journalist, reach her
at chloeforbesi4@gmail.com
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of Building Better Lives

Mary Lynn Rote, LPC, CADC
Rob Giannamore, LPC
Jillian Rhoades, LCSW

Alen Melik-Adamyan, LCSW

Samantha Marcinko, LPC
Sara Allegretto, LPC
Hannah Proper, LCSW
Jessica Dahlgren, LPC
Henry Krol, LPC, CAADC

Individuals | Couples | Families
Depression | Anxiety | Trauma | EMDR Therapy
Addictions | Fitness Training
Nutrition & Weight Management

4320 Dexter Ave. Erie, PA 16504
For more info, visit www.marylynnrote.com

Tt

LOCAL PRODUCE * BREAD * PLANTS & HERBS
BAKED GOODS  FLOWERS  HONEY
OIL & VINEGAR * BEER ¢ JEWELRY
LOCAL CRAFT VENDORS + MORE!

JUNE 14 & 28

10 AM JULY 12 & 26 8th Street side
2PM of Frontier Park
AUGUST 9 & 23

SEPTEMBER 6 & 20

meals én wheels erie

TITLE SPONSOR:

=
BAUER JI Bl
T

7th Annual

TAKE A SWING AGAINST HUNGER

GOLF TOURNAMENT

GAMES - RAFFLES - PRIZES

BREAKFAST - BEVERAGES - STEAK DINMER
ALL PROCEEDS BEMEFIT THE

VETERAMNS IN MEED MEAL PROGRAM

Registration Open NOW!
CODE: EARLYBIRD
UNTIL 8/22/25
$500 FOURSOME

SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE

CALL 814.452.6930 @
MOWEGOLFEVENT.COM

Monday, September 8, 2025 at Beechwood Golf Club

7:30AM Registration | 9AM Shotgun Start
mowegolfevent.com OR 814.452 6930

LW ERIE READER

Erie, thank you for voting us
Best Local Business,
Best New Business, and
Best Local Book Store!

In the Liberty Plaza
3608 Liberty St. « Erie, PA 16508 - www.wernerbooks.com

June 5, 2025

Proud to be Erie’s Community Bookstore
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Bringing Yoga Back to Erie's Beaches
Infinite Love offers a multitude of ways to be mindful this summer

CONTINUING MONDAY, JUN. 9

f you live in Erie, you've undoubtedly

spent countless hours on the beach
in the summer, and now, thanks to
Infinite Love Yoga Studio (and its pro-
prietor, Erie Reader contributor Amy
VanScoter), you can experience the
beaches of Erie in a totally different,
relaxing, meditative way.

All summer long, beginning in June
and split into two eight-week sessions
ending in September, you can spend
at least one day of your week on the
beach participating in a slow, mindful,
relaxation-focused yoga session, sa-
luting the sun as you do.

VanScoter reflects: “One of my all
time favorite summer memories was
taking Yoga on the Beach at Presque
Isle State Park with my aunt. Many
years ago, yoga classes were offered
near the Stull Interpretive Center. | al-
ways loved how you could watch the
sunset as class came to an end and
then walk across the intersection to
see the moon rise over the bay.”

Feeling inspired by that nostalgia,
VanScoter decided to bring the prac-
tice back to Presque Isle by offering
her signature slow, mindful yoga set
to Erie's most inspiring backdrop.
“Within the beautiful, natural setting

EVENTS

Join local yogi Amy VanScoter and Infinite Love Yoga Studio for a relaxing sun salutation at sunset during
her new Yoga on the Beach series. Taking full advantage of Erie’s best natural resource, she’s offering these

classes twice a week all summer long.

of Presque lIsle State Park, there is
an opportunity to slow down, be fully
present, take your practice deeper,
and connect with something greater
than ourselves.”

There are two different beach yoga
class offerings — one on Mondays,
which takes place in the mornings, and
one on Wednesday evenings for the
Sunset Series. These classes are suit-
able for all skill levels, beginners and
seasoned yogis alike. Attendees can
sign up for one class, a single series, or
a package that includes all classes, all
summer long.

Pre-registration is required, and no
money will be accepted at the beach.
The classes are non-refundable, and
in case of inclement weather, the ses-
sion will be moved indoors, to Infinite
Love Yoga Studio at 310 E. 10th St.
—Erin Phillips

Mondays, June 2 through Sept. 15 and
Wednesdays, May 28 through Sept. 10 //
Presque Isle State Park, 1 Peninsula Dr.
(directions to specific location will be given
upon registration) // $15 per session with
series packages available // For more info
or to register: infinitelove.yoga

Cracking the Code to Christianity
The Da Vinci Code premieres at the Erie Playhouse

BEGINNING FRIDAY, JUN. 13

H istory paints the portrait of win-
ners, of saints, of those who sacri-
fice themselves for the greater good. It
shapes entire systems of faith and reli-
gious practices as we know them. But
it doesn't paint the whole picture, leav-
ing one to wonder if there's more to the
story. And sometimes, that knowledge
comes at a cost.

Following the untimely and curi-
ous circumstances of Louvre curator
Jacques Sauniére's death, Harvard pro-
fessor Joseph Langdon and cryptolo-
gist Sophie Neveu are summoned to
solve a cryptic message left behind in
the final moments of Sauniére’s life.

However, time is running out, and
danger lurks around every corner in the
Erie Playhouse's upcoming production
of The Da Vinci Code.

Based on Dan Brown's best-selling
novel, The Da Vinci Code is an ac-

tion-packed story of religious conspir-
acy, mystery, and adventure across Eu-
rope. Do Langdon and Neveu have what
it takes to crack the code before it's lost
forever?

The Erie Playhouse is excited to bring
this “international phenomenon” to
their Mainstage and premiere it for all
of northwestern Pennsylvania to enjoy.

In addition to a wide range of vivid
settings and beautiful reproductions of
famous artwork, the play offers many
talented actors in its supporting cast,
including two who are making their de-
but: J.P. Driscoll will be Langdon’s good
friend, Sir Leigh Teabing, and Petra
Shearer will take on the roles of Sister
Sandrine as well as a docent.

For those interested in seeing the
show on its opening weekend, dis-
counted tickets, live music from the
The Ryah Lambert Band and Jason
Lawergren, and food and beverages

a3LNgI4LNOD
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Join the folks from the Erie Playhouse as they bring
the bestselling hit novel The Da Vinci Code to life
on the LECOM stage. Expect action, conspiracy,
mystery and adventure in this compelling
production.

courtesy of the Atacolypse Food Truck
and Voodoo Brewing Company will be
made available for purchase.

Due to themes of violence and mature
language, this play may not be suitable
for audiences of all ages. Viewer discre-
tion is advised. —Cassandra Gripp

Fridays and Saturdays, Jun. 13 through Jun.
29 at 7:30 p.m. // Thursday, Jun. 26 at 7:30
p.m. and Sundays, Jun. 22 and Jun. 29 at 2
p.m. // Erie Playhouse, 13 W. 10th St. // $19-30
// For tickets and info: erieplayhouse.org
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YOUTH SERVICES
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Visit us at the 814 JOB FAIR

Harborcreek Youth Services:
Where Careers Make an Impact

HYS provides state-of-the-art, trauma-focused behavioral health care to
kids with a history of complex trauma. If you're looking for more than just
a job, we want to work with you!

Working with us will make a difference in your life, too. HYS Staff
Members have access to an incredible benefits package including
medical, dental, vision, life, and long-term disability insurance with low
premiums and deductibles. Take advantage of our retirement savings
plan, paid time off, and paid training in the latest evidence-based,
trauma-focused treatment modalities that you won't find anywhere else.

We are currently hiring for the following positions:

Assistant Program Manager

MST Therapist ($4,000 Signing Bonus!)

Alternative Education Teacher ($2,500 Signing Bonus!)
Child Care Counselor

Assistant Principal for Special Education

Residential Supervisor - Nights

New career opportunities updated daily on our Indeed page!

e AMAZING BENEFITS

* PAID TRAINING

o RETIREMENT SAVINGS PLAN
* PAID TIME OFF

e AND MORE!

HYS is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Applicants must be 21 years of age n
orolder. Current PA Child Abuse, PA Criminal, and FBI fingerprint clearances HARB D RC R F F K

are required upon hire. Questions? Prefer to send in a resume? Email our ! YOUTH SERVICES
Director of HR, Julie Snyder, at jsnyder@hys-erie.org. r HLPIRG VOUTH SUCCIDD SIRCE 1911

June 5, 2025

BEER GARDEN

e -
Peebn Peab

— RESORT —

ErieReader.com | Erie Reader |

27



MONDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY SATURDAY
WHITE BUFFALO RESERVOIR 26  BRUCE'S PUB ¢ GRUB CHIPPERS

52,50 BUSCH LIGHT | $2.00 BUSCH LIGHT)| 5\“95 b ‘

$3.00 BUSCHLIGHT | s W $2.50 BUSCHLIGHT | S‘I WiNGS atommun sorries | 1O SN

ALUMINUM BOTTLES 12oz. BOTTLES

IRISH COUSINS BEECHWOODsr:GRILL THE CAB
geieoycs DOC HOLLIDAYS  secnen. |5 S WINGS Sipnsusciuon | 75 WINGS

53.50 BUSCH LIGHT | 5200C
20z. BOTTLES 75 IPM-Q

PO s DARCY'S PUB£GRUB  HAGGERTY'S

TUESAY Gk LIB %& RY  Siwwnsornies STONDET SR HeRHET | Wines
12az. CANS ALL DAY ——
RED FOX INN
PHILLYS:ROCKS THE CAB $2.00 BUSCHLIGHT | $1 WINGS SUNDAY
$2.50 BUSCHLIGHT |$'| WINGS 53,00 BUSCH LIGHT |75 WINGS
ALUMINUM BOTTLES ALL DAY GREENGARDEN LANES
COACH SBAnt{iﬂllL WHITE BUFFALO £3.50 BUSCHLIGHT |$1°1‘;:‘::‘;’-

$2.50 BUSCH LIGHT | BOGO FAT WILLIES AT ROTT RS | A B YNGS SLUMNUMBOTILER
120z. BOTTLES | WINGS §2.00 BUSCH LIGHT | 90 WINGS
ALL DAY HOSECOMPANY#227

120z. BOTTLES

£ X BOMELESS WINGS
WEDNESDAY "™~ pmesaen S o |09 ML

UG LY Tu NA T H u R s DAY ht::’:lﬂnﬂmﬂlﬂﬂELEﬁ WINGS M ON-FR I

$3.50 BUSCHLIGHT $'| ﬁﬂéé
SEI-.SDBI.ISBEL!?I!I‘F*?;%HQ wines TAMARACK TAVERN Al BAleEw

ROSCO’'S \2oz. BOTTLES TROCAM 4008 OBUSCHUIGHT |$70) S $3.50 BUSCHLIGHT | %1 OFF

~CANS 160z, ALUMINUM BOTTLES | WINGS
$2.00 BUSCHLIGHT| 6O - 4:00PM-6:00PM

MON-THURS
EASEERIE MOOSE GATHERINGS

ALLEHAK 5:00PM-5:00PM

| WHW | lﬂ 0'99

LIGHT 220z, DRA.F‘I'E ~

& ﬁ%‘ 5| $1 '""."

AT YOUR FAVORITE ESTABLISHMENTS BUSCH
EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK! a2 LIGHT |

NOTE: ALL WING SREGIAL
W “‘:,\. e e

28 | Erie Reader | ErieReader.com June 5, 2025




EVENTS

Kings Rook Rocks Packed June Schedule
Pride events alongside national touring acts

BEGINNING SATURDAY, JUN. 14

he summer concert season is

in full effect at the Kings Rook
Club this June as a national touring
act hits their stage, as well as a few
events that celebrate Pride month.
Early 2000s emo rock band The Red
Jumpsuit Apparatus will be perform-
ing on Friday, June 27, while events on
June 14, June 21, and June 28 feature
a wide array of acts that will promote

inclusiveness and individuality.
Kicking off The Rook’s June events
is The Enchanted Forest Party, invit-
ing all fairies, nymphs, witches, and
elves out for a night of music and
performance on June 14. There will
be acoustic performances from local
artists Xandra and Joe Porter, fol-
lowed by EDM music from DJ Drop
Bear. Bookending the evening will
be drag performer Shea D’'Heaux who

The Kings Rook Club has a stacked schedule for June including a nationally touring act in Red Jumpsuit
Apparatus (pictured). Also on the slate are Pride month performances featuring an Enchanted Forest Party,
Louder Together with the Nancy Boys, and a Body Positive’90s Anime Rave.

will both open and (almost) close the
night with a performance, followed
by another EDM set from DJ Jay un-
til close. The show will also serve as
a birthday party for staff member
Jonny Purvis, who famously makes
patrons' late night grub from Purv's
Burgs.

The Pride celebration continues
on Saturday, June 21 with a Loud-
er Together event that is celebrat-
ing the queer-straight alliance, with
collaboration from Mayhem Music
Productions. This show is meant to
combine the LGBTQIA+ communities
and their allies in one place, showing
unity and peace. Featuring acoustic
performance from Bummer Country's
Jen Meyer, followed by a solo perfor-
mance from Optimistic Apocalypse,
the Nancy Boys will then take the
stage, and according to their Insta-
gram, it will be their last performance
before an indefinite hiatus. Addition-
al performances from indie band
Deja Blue and the heavier Dysphoric
Void (formally known as Mutants to
Freaks) will continue until midnight.
Wrapping up the evening will be DJ
Drucifer. Also on hand will be Central
Outreach, offering STl testing at their
truck.

National touring rock/post-hard-
core band The Red Jumpsuit Appa-
ratus will land at the Rook on Friday,
June 27, thanks to Idlestar Produc-
tions. The Middleburgh, Florida band

are known for their heavy emo style
and the hit song “Face Down.” The
song was so huge that the album
went 5x platinum and set the band
on course to become a popular draw
at both festivals and in the under-
ground scene. Also on the bill will be
Chicago’s own Wolf Rd, Pittsburgh
pop-punk band Crash Nebula, and
local pop-punk favorites Do Not Call
List.

Rounding out this stacked June line-
up is local hip-hop artist Nequia5's
Body Positive'90s Anime Rave. Those
in attendance aren't required to dress
up, however it is encouraged. Food for
the evening will be made by Kansai
Noodles. Also on hand will be Tarot by
Phoenix Fern Promotions, for those
brave enough to look into their future.
—Larry Wheaton

Enchanted Forest Party: Saturday, June 14
//8p.m.to3am.//$7-$15

Louder Together: Saturday, June 21//7:30
p.m.to 3 a.m. // $12-$15

The Red Jumpsuit Apparatus: Friday, June
27 // 6 p.m. to 3 a.m. // $30

Nequia5 Body Positive ‘90s Anime Rave:
Saturday, June 28 // 9 p.m. to 3a.m. //
$10-$15

All events at King's Rook Club, 1921 Peach St.
// Tickets and info: tickets.eriereader.com

areenZ-©ne

Professional Counseling

June 5, 2025

In-Person & Virtual Mental Health Therapy

(814) 734-0199

111 Walker Drive

Edinboro, PA 16412

www.greenzonecounseling.com

Anxiety « Trauma » Depression

EMDR « DBT « CBT « CBT
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The Great American Book Sale Returns to Erie
Get your read on at extremely affordable prices

BEGINNING SUNDAY, JUN. 15

he Friends of the Erie County Library

are writing a new chapter with the
return of The Great American Book
Sale at the Flo Fabrizio Ice Center. With
a collection of over 75,000 gently used
books alongside a selection of audio-
books, music, DVDs, and puzzles, this
event serves as one of the Friends' most
significant fundraising events, with all
proceeds going back to the library.

“Our goal as the Friends is to raise the
funds that allow the library to succeed
as a community center,” explained Ben-
jamin “Henry" Barbour, Board President
of the Friends of the Erie County Library.
“We think the library should be a place
where there is lifelong learning, access
to services, community involvement,
and civic engagement. The Friends pay
for both the adult and children’s pro-
gramming. | think the library should be
a place for families, and we are really
the main source of funding for these
programs.”

This year marks the 47th year for the
Great American Book Sale. Beginning
in 1978, the event was first held from
a tent in the parking lot of the Perry
Square Library, moving to locations
around the city, including West Erie Pla-
za, Villa Maria Academy, and McDowell
Intermediate School. “We have a great
history. And you know, a tent cannot
fit 75,000 books, but that is how far we
have come.”

Barbour detailed the preparation

for the event to ensure there is some-
thing for everyone, including the up-
coming book drive two days before the
sale opens on June 15. “All our books
come from our book drives, so we try
to respond to the needs and desires
of the public. We recently had a mini
book drive that turned out to be quite
popular, so we are bringing that back
because we have a lot of people in the
community who want to donate books.
I think our volunteers and staff really
want to ensure that the public has ac-
cess to the books they want.”

Children's books are priced at $1 for
hardcover and $0.50 for paperbacks,
with Barbour estimating a very large
selection of several thousand books.
“Children's books are among the most
popular genres that are increasingly our
best sellers. There's a wonderful seren-
dipity and thrill of going to a book sale
with physical media. There's a magic in
discovering something new, coming
across an old paperback that you might
not have ever realized even existed that
speaks to you. Everyone has had the
feeling of coming upon a wonderful
book that is the right book at the right
time.”

For all other books, pricing will be $2
for hardcover and $1 for regular paper-
backs. “With the space and the number
of books, we can afford to have all kinds
of different genres, including our collec-
tor’s corner for older, antiquarian books.
It's material that might please someone

The Friends of the Erie County Library are hosting their 47th annual Great American Book Sale at the
Flo Fabrizio Ice Arena in June. Proceeds from the sale go directly towards funding adult and children’s

programming at the library.

who is looking for something a little
more obscure that might be worth a lit-
tle more. The prices really can't be beat,
and that is something the whole com-
munity can respond to and support.”
Barbour reflected on his shared mes-
sage with the community: “The library
has such a powerful impact as a life-
line for the community with summer
reading programs, literacy initiatives,
technological resources, genealogical
databases, and access to a wide array
of media and information that people
can research. From toddlers to seniors,

it enriches our lives and community. It's
essential for people in the community
to realize that donations help fund one
of the most important elements of any
community for education and civic in-
volvement. This is a wonderful and ex-
tremely fun way to support our library.”
—Thomas Taylor

Sunday, June 15 through Thursday, June
19 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Friday, June
20 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. // Flo Fabrizio Ice
Center, 527 W. 38th St. // For more info:
erielibraryfriends.org

World Refugee Day

7NN 1

<

Celebrate the 2" annual World Refugee Day in
Perry Square with music, dance, and vendors from
Erie’s refugee communities

June 26", 2025 « 5:00-9:00
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Gallery Night

Experience the work of photographer Garrett Hess
and fiber artist Lynn Marie Fizel in our gallery space
with live music by Jaden2WAAVY

June 27",2025 « 5:00-8:00
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Gannon's Schuster Theatre brings back

Shakespeare Summer Nights

Well met, by moonlight

BEGINNING SUNDAY, JUN. 15

f traveling to New York City to see

Shakespeare in the Park is out of your
budget, let us put you onto Erie's own
Gannon University Schuster Theatre,
which is yet again producing its Shake-
speare Summer Nights this June. This
year's performance is A Midsummer
Night's Dream, one of the Bard’s most
famous comedies, written in 1595 or
1596, and directed by Karalyn Headly.

While none of the performances will
actually take place during summer,
hopefully come mid-June it will feel
start to like it, and there is no better
place in the city to enjoy a magical bit
of theater on a twilit warm night than
at Frontier Park. Though the produc-
tion does have a rain backup location
(Schuster Theatre on the Gannon cam-
pus), as long as the weather permits,
guests can take a seat — or bring a com-
fier one — in the open-air amphitheater
that is formally known as the McCain
Outdoor Classroom. And did we men-
tion it's totally free and open to the
public?

All of the actors performing on the
subsequent June evenings will actually
be doing double duty, as is popular with
Shakespearean plays, with leads like
Katrina Buchanan, who takes the stage
as Titania, Queen of the Fairies, also
playing one of the Mechanicals, Fran-
cis Flute; and Chris Smith, who plays
Oberon, King of the Fairies, will also

The players from Gannon's Schuster Theatre are
taking their act out of their building and into the
green of Frontier Park. Join them as they stage a
production of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night's
Dream which is free and open to the public.

take on the role of tailor Robin Starve-
ling.

So, let Frontier Park and the Schuster
Theatre players provide a little sum-
mer-adjacent entertainment, and while
you thankfully won't ill meet anyone by
moonlight, the sylvan setting of the per-
formance will nonetheless transport
you to the fairy realm of A Midsummer
Night's Dream.—Cara Suppa

Sunday, June 15 through Tuesday, June 17,7
p.m. // Frontier Park, 1501 W. 6th St // Free //
For more info: facebook.com/gannonschus-
tertheatre

June 5, 2025
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GALLERY
NIGHT "~

A CITYWIDE CELEBRATION OF ART

EXPLORE, SHOP, AND BE INSPIRED BY
GALLERIES OPEN LATE ALL ACROSS ERIE

b

11 l't—

ERIEAI%TMUSEUM.ORG/GALLERYI\IIIGHT.

brought to you by

LAVERY BREWING CO « CRAFTEDTRIVIA

hosted by Jeopardy! sensation
ADAM HOLQUIST
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Erie's Juneteenth Celebration

America's second Independence day honored through food and music

THURSDAY, JUN. 19

On June 19, there will be a June-
teenth celebration and commu-
nity dinner from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. in
Perry Square, hosted by Erie's Food
Policy Advisory Council (FPAC) and
Erie Downtown Partnership. Last year’s
Juneteenth event had a similar theme,
focusing on local urban farmers and
Black-owned businesses. This year, a
free community dinner will be made up
of locally-grown winter greens, green-
house produce, and ethically-sourced
staples to celebrate the beginning of
the farmer's market season. Accord-
ing to FPAC, some of the collaborators
include Urban Glow and Grow Farm,
Black and Green, and Emmaus Soup
Kitchen.

"This year we're kind of doubling down
and investing in the system,” said Dave
Tamulonis (40 Under 40 Class of 2022),
the events and marketing manager
at Erie Downtown Partnership. “We're
helping them invest in their infrastruc-
ture and supporting the program from
the supply side of things. Then also
on the community side of things, with
events like this, connecting people to
those opportunities and making sure
that they know what's out there.”

Celebrating America's second Independence Day, Juneteenth commemorates the ending of enslavement in the United States. And Perry Square will be buzzing with
activity in celebration including music, cultural presentations, farmers markets, and a community meal.

Throughout the night there will be an
interactive drum circle by AmeriMasa-
la organizer Lynn Johnson and musical
performances by DJ and rapper Jonny
Evans (40 Under 40 Class of 2024) and
friends. “Jonny Evans is an amazing

local hip hop producer and rapper and
he books a lot of shows at the King's
Rook Club and is very, very helpful as
a mentor to others in the scene,” Tam-
ulonis said. “He's bringing out a bunch
of people that he's helped get shows at

the Rook and giving them that platform
to perform on a larger stage.” —Alana
Sabol

6 p.m. // Perry Square, 601 State St. // Free //
For more info: eriedowntown.com

Erie Apparel’'s Dog Days Help Kick Off Summer
A doggone good time benefiting The ANNA Shelter

SATURDAY, JUN. 20

tart your summer off the right way,

by enjoying the bay while support-
ing shelter pups. Erie Apparel and Scott
Enterprises have teamed up to present
their first Dog Days, a fun-filled after-
noon at Oliver's Beer Garden that will
benefit the ANNA Shelter.

The event will see the launch of Erie
Apparel's new Best Friends collection,
which features clothing and acces-
sories for pet-lovers as well as some
matching items for their four-legged
friends. "Our whole team are dog-lov-
ers, and we've been wanting to make
products for dog owners and dog lovers
for a while,” said Greg Straub, owner at
Erie Apparel. “A few of our team mem-
bers have adopted in the past, and the
ANNA Shelter’s mission is a great one
that only succeeds with public sup-
port.”

Attendees will have first access to
purchase the new collection, as well
as enjoy live music, food and drink,

miniature golf, and other yard games
available at Oliver's Beer Garden. Some
adoptable dogs from the ANNA Shelter
will be on site to meet, and people are
able to put in applications for adoption
the following Monday at the shelter, if
interested in a particular pup.

The event is free to attend, and
well-behaved, leashed dogs are wel-
come. Monetary donations to the
ANNA Shelter can also be made at the
event, and all proceeds from merch and
other sales will be directed to the shel-
ter.

“This is our first effort for an event of
this kind,” said Straub. “We'd be incredi-
bly proud if we can make it a successful
one, have some fun, and raise money
for a great cause doing an important
job here locally.” —Ally Kutz

1p.m. to 4 p.m. // Oliver’s Beer Garden, 130
E. Front St. // Free // For more information:
facebook.com/ErieApparel

Help raise funding for the ANNA Shelter with a supporting event presented by Erie Apparel and Oliver's.
Adoptable dogs will be working the crowd while attendees enjoy live music, food, drinks, and mini-golf; all
while helping a great community cause.
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Call or Stnp In to Sign Up Today!

Edinboro Market | 211 Mill Street | Edinboro, PA
(814) 266-2993 | edinboromarket@gmail.com | @EdinboroMarket
Open Tues-Fri: 9AM-6PM | Sat: 8AM-4PM | Sun: 9AM-2PM
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Join us for peaceful and enriching evenings
at the Cathedral this summer.

CANDLELIGHT CONCERTS & COMPLINE
on June 8, July 13, August 10 at 7:15 PM.

Enjoy beautiful music in the candlelit Cathedral,
followed by Compline, a 25-minute choral service
that gently closes the day in stillness and song.

CHAPEL YOGA & COMPLINE
on June 22, July 27, August 24 at 7:15 PM.

Restore your body and spirit with a calming yoga
session in the sacred space of the Chapel, followed

again by Compline in the Cathedral.

\\-—/

134 W 7th St. Erie, Pa 16501
cathedralofstpaul.org
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The Friends of the Erie County Library
Present...

‘IT'he
Great

cAmerican
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Returning to the...

FLO FABRIZIO ICE CENTER
AT THE ERIE ZOO

527 W 38TH ST, ERIE, PA 16509

LOCATED ON EMTA BUS ROUTE #3
ACROSS FROM THE
GLENWOOD YMCA

Sunday - Thursday
June 15-19: 10am-8 pm

Friday
June 20: 10am-3 pm

75,000+USED BOOKS,
MEDIA, AND PUZZLES PLUS
A COLLECTOR’S CORNER.

BARGAINS GALORE!
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Save for their education.

You don’t have to wear a cape
to be your child’s hero.

Simply save for their education through the PA 529 College and
Career Savings Program. It can be used for college, technical
school, apprenticeships, and beyond. PA 529 accounts are
flexible for families and there’s no minimum to start.

Be heroic.
Open or contribute to a PA 529
account for your child today.

pa529.com
{G}“ Stacy Garrity, State Treasurer 800-440-4000

The Pennsylvania 529 College and Career Savings Program offers two 529 plans - the PA 529 Guaranteed Savings Plan (GSP) and

the PA 529 Investment Plan (IP) - and sponsors Keystone Scholars, a Children’s Savings Account program. The guarantee of the PA
529 Guaranteed Savings Plan is an obligation of the GSP Fund, not the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or any state agency. Before
investing in either PA 529 plan, please carefully read that plan’s disclosure statement (available at pa529.com or by calling 1-800-440-
4000) to learn more about that plan, including investment objectives, risks, fees, and tax implications. Before you invest, consider
whether your or the beneficiary’s home state offers any state tax or other state benefits such as financial aid, scholarship funds, and
protection from creditors that are only available for investments in that state’s qualified tuition program.

GOODELL GARDENS

f %2 vendors,
& HOMESTEAD Al Jfood,
A ”'EEEH{E g - music,

_;h.-ga&"!i? 5 ol
ic Geries E{g@

o !j-ﬂ';.
local songwriter solstice 4

& Night C Market June 20" 5-10pm EIREe
POLLINATION CELEBRATION .

VENDORS ~ WORKSHOPS ~ MORE

SUNDAY, JUNE 22, 2025
ITAM=4PM

SHOP : ART WALK +« LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Get ready to experience the ultimate shoppihg, art, and DOV 5(\ OB
entertainment destination in the heart of downtown Erie! \ ‘

Join us on June 13, July 11, and August 8 sensorv ‘eSt

From 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM in Flagship City District.

Sunday, July I13th 11:00am -3:00pm
free admission

in partnership with:

expEFiIrEnce

‘Erie ol

GOOD LIFE. GREAT LAKE.

—f

3‘,
expERIEnCe  iSS i

Play!
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EVENTS

Original Works Weekend Debuts at PACA
Five works from local playwrights pack each performance

BEGINNING FRIDAY, JUN. 20

here's something special about

seeing an original play. As an audi-
ence member, you feel a kinship and
connection with the work that goes
beyond one’s usual theatrical experi-
ence. Often, a piece is being performed
for the very first time anywhere, and
realistically may only ever see that the-
atrical run. That ephemeral wonder of
awork’s potential is also a glimpse into
the author’s writing process. You begin
to notice familiar names and are able
to chart their evolution as artists.

That being said, here are five names
to watch: Daniel Collette, Mitchell
King, James Hain, Howard Lang, and
Brenna Thummler.

Each of these local writers has a
piece in 2025's Original Works Week-
end, presented by Spotlight814 and
the Performing Arts Collective Alli-
ance (PACA).

The Original Works Weekend will also
provide a key time for PACA's landmark
fundraising campaign: Rise with PACA.
The effort eyes two key goals: a build-
out of the building's fifth floor and a
full elevator renovation. During this
time, donations will receive matching
funds of up to $500,000, provided by a
pledge from Erie Insurance Chairman
Tom Hagen.

Starting off the show will be the short,
Denise, in Office 208 by Daniel Collette.
The author hails from St. Paul, Minne-
sota and moved to Erie in 2024. The
work finds the character Sam seeking
out their coworker Denise, on a quest
sparked by paperwork.

Couched by James Hain follows Sarah
and Greg on a romantic evening. But
there’s just one problem: Sarah's sofa is
possessed by the spirit of her late boy-
friend, Scott. Hain is happy to return to
his hometown of Erie after many years
(and performances) in Youngstown,
Ohio.

Alone in the Dark at the End of
the World by Mitchell King tells the
post-apocalyptic story of Heather and
Will, who get to know each other de-
spite having the world's dating pool
catastrophically drained.

Following a brief intermission, the
second half concludes with two one-
act works, Would You? Or How My
Roommate Turned Into a Hotdog by
Howard Lang and We Hate a Haunting
by Brenna Thummler. The former finds
two roommates, Liffey and Myser on
a wild, twisting journey to pair art and
food, while reckoning with their own
personal disappointments.

Haunting takes a next-door disagree-
ment directly to the afterlife, as two

The folks from PACA are continuing to fundraise
for improvements to their historic building as they
present their Original Works weekend, featuring
original plays from local playwrights Daniel
Collette, Mitchell King, James Hain, Howard Lang,
and Brenna Thummler.

ethereal couples face a clash of cul-
tures. “l imagine it's quite draining to
spend an afterlife being bothered by
the dead couple next door,” mused
Thummler.

She explained that “it's been beauti-
ful seeing what my framework can be-
come when a group of creatives shapes
it into their own finished piece. It's col-
laboration that fuels theatre, and the
playwright is only a small part of that.”
—Nick Warren

Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m., Sunday at

2 p.m. // 1505 State St., Second Floor // $15
Suggested Donation // For more information,
go to PACA1505.0rg

Time for PRIDE!

NWPA Pride Alliance plans a weekend with Pride on the Bay and Erie Pride Parade

BEGINNING SATURDAY, JUN. 28

ome years, winter in Erie can be

more than even those of us with
the sunniest of dispositions can handle.
Our reward for toughing it out is some of
the most beautiful summers imaginable
and we Erieites know how to celebrate.
We have three months full of festivals,
parades, and various outdoor parties.
That includes a weekend of Pride host-
ed by Northwest Pennsylvania Pride
Alliance. It's arguably the biggest, most
colorful, friendliest, and most fun week-
end of the summer.

The weekend will kick off with Pride on
the Bay (formerly Erie PrideFest) at Lib-
erty Park on June 28 from noonto 5 p.m.
There will be live music, food, and shop-
ping vendors as well as tables and tents
set up by local organizations for out-
reach opportunities. NWPA Pride Alli-
ance says it will be “a day of celebration,

community, and LGBTQIA+ visibility.”
The fun continues on June 29 for the
NWPA Pride Parade that will begin at
11th and State streets at 1 p.m. In the
spirit of true inclusion, anyone who
wants to walk in the parade is welcome
to join, simply line up at 11th and State
beginning at noon. “This is more than
just a celebration; it's an opportuni-
ty to advocate for equality, demand
justice, and empower our communi-
ty,” says NWPA Pride Alliance. “Let's
march together to show that we will
not be silenced and that our pride is our
strength.” —Edwina Capozziello

Pride on the Bay, June 28 // Noon to 5 p.m. //
Liberty Park, 828 W. Bayfront Pkwy.

Erie Pride Parade, June 29 / /Line up begins
at noon, Parade begins at 1 p.m. //11th and
State St. // More info: nwpapride.org

Organizers from NWPA Pride are hoping to make
this Pride on the Bay the best yet featuring live
music, performances, vendors, and informational
booths from local outreach organizations. The
annual Pride parade will take place the following
day with a promenade down State Street.

Erie Reader Book Club:
June 2025

Calypso by David Sedaris
SUNDAY, JUN. 29

he Erie Reader Book Club will be

reading and discussing Calypso by
David Sedaris in correspondence with
the Erie Reader’s Pride issue. The book
club is free to attend and anyone is
welcome to join in at any time.

For those familiar with Sedaris, it
should come as no surprise that this
collection of semi-autobiographical
essays takes heavy themes - such as
aging, familial relationships, and death
— and reframes them, making humor-
ous the things we often find the most
difficult to discuss, let alone laugh
about.

When Sedaris buys a beach house
out on the Carolina coast, he envi-
sions an idyllic escape from reality,
with days full of playing games, loung-
ing on the beach, and enjoying time
with his loved ones. Instead, he comes
to the realization that you can never
really take a vacation from yourself.

From approaching the age his moth-
er was when she died of cancer to
dealing with his nonagenarian fa-
ther's failing mind and his sister’s re-
cent death, Sedaris ultimately takes
in stride the events with which many
struggle. A keen observer of the world
around him, Sedaris looks upon these
things and does with them what he
knows best — transforming them into
stories that stick with the reader long
after turning the page.

1p.m. // Werner Books and Coffee, 2608

Liberty St. // Free to join, cost of book not
included // For more info: wernerbooks.com

DAVID SEDARIS

CALYPSO0O

June 5, 2025
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Stay Active
Stay Social
Stay Independent

L E/CIOM

ADULT DAY CENTER

Open Monday - Friday
7 AM - 6 PM

LECOMHealth.com/adultdaycenter (814) 417-2751

Time and
Temperature

satYourFingertips e

810 East 38th Street 3201 Greengarden Bivd.

% ZAD Pmﬁoﬂé‘;ﬁ

Ho,
~ RISOTTA KNO

814

452:6311

Featuring Erie’s only
team of meteorologists.

CALL AHEAD FOR FASTER SERVICE.

CRAID FLINT TOM ATHENS  IACOE MATTHEWS
JET-2a m.l H. ¥ourErio
e
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MOVIES

Bring Her Back is Scary and Sad in Equal Measures

Philippou Brothers' latest lifted by stylish direction and inspired performances

1 0.0 0/

he Philippou Brothers hit the horror

scene hard with their debut Talk to
Me. Now they return with a mournful
new film Bring Her Back, and much like
the former, this film takes what would
be a simple story and nearly drowns
it in the convoluted nature of its uni-
verse's rules. Fortunately, the film is
successful thanks to some stylish di-
rection and a stellar performance from
its lead actress.

Andy (Billy Barratt) and his blind
half-sister Piper (Sora Wong) have their
lives turned upside down when they
come home to find their father dead
on the bathroom floor. Because Andy
is under 18, he cannot yet claim guard-
ianship of Piper so they are sent to live
with a caretaker named Laura (Sally
Hawkins) and her mute nephew Oliver
(Jonah Wren Philips) until Andy turns
18. Laura seems to be a friendly and
quirky woman but Andy senses some-
thing unusual about her. Little do they
know, Laura has sinister plans for Piper
and she tries to create a rift between
her and her brother.

The film's story doesn’t break any new
ground and if one has seen enough
A24-produced horror films, you can
easily guess where this story is going.
Thankfully, Sally Hawkins gives an in-
spired performance playing against her
usual type. Her performance gives us
a look into grief and desperation not
seen since Toni Collette in Hereditary.
The film is also well-shot and the direc-

tion is engaging enough that it works
surprisingly well despite what is ulti-
mately a very silly story.—Forest Taylor

Directed by Danny and Michael Philippou //
Written by Danny Philippou and Bill Hinzman
// Starring Sally Hawkins, Billy Barratt, Sora
Wong, Jonah Wren Philips, Stephen Philips,
Sally-Anne Upton, and Mischa Haywood //
Stage 6 Films // 104 minutes // Rated R

Friendship is a Stressful New Comedy

Oh, you're my best friend

10,0 0

he term “cringe comedy” was pop-

ularized with shows like The Office,
whose humor was based around how
awkward and uncomfortable a clue-
less person can make a situation. But
Tim Robinson of | Think You Should
Leave fame proves that he is the mas-
ter of comedic awkwardness in Andrew
DeYoung's Friendship, a comedy that
has more nerve-wracking tension than
most horror movies and one that's writ-
ten and performed strongly enough to
excuse some of the more absurd flights
of fancy.

Craig (Robinson) is a suburban dad
living an unassuming, mundane life, but
things turn after a chance encounter
with his neighbor - a cool, charismat-
ic TV weatherman named Austin (Paul
Rudd). At the insistence of his wife (Kate
Mara), Craig joins Austin and his friends
for a casual get-together. The night
ends badly for Craig but he finds him-
self obsessed with Austin's life and his
attempts to insert himself into Austin's
circle turn increasingly desperate.

The film, first and foremost, is a very

funny look at a control freak unable to
maintain control, but in this case, the
character is so ridiculously impotent
that his attempts become funny rather
than terrifying. Unfortunately, the sto-
ry, which is mostly grounded in reality,
takes occasional fantastical turns that
strain credibility even for a film this out-
landish. However, the smart writing and
strong performances are more than
enough to keep audiences engaged.

It's rare to see a comedy of this type on
the big screen anymore, and Friendship
looks to have the makings of a new clas-
sic in the genre.—Forest Taylor

Written and directed by Andrew DeYoung //
Starring Tim Robinson, Paul Rudd, Kate Mara,
Jack Dylan Glazer, Rick Worthy, Whitmer Thom-
as, Daniel London, Eric Rahill, Jacob Ming-Trent,
Billy Byrk, Meredith Garretson, Ari Dalbert, and
Alex Webb // A24 // 100 minutes // Rated R

June 5, 2025

‘e believe
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everywhere.”

- The Qule of Benedict

Happy Pride

from the

Giant Multi-Level Thrift Shop
Offering New & Gently
Used Furniture, Appliances,
Clothing, Jewelry, House
Wares, Home Decor & MORE!

BRING THIS AD IN
TO RECEIVE
10% OFF YOUR
ENTIRE PURCHASE

1215 Parade St. Erie, PA
(814) 455-4068
Store Hours:

Monday-Saturday, 10am-6pm
Like Us on FaceBook
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ALBUM REVIEWS

Tennis
Face Down in the Garden
Mutually Detrimental

) 0.0 0 ¢

Face Down in the Garden is the melancholic final chapter for the indie pop duo Tennis. Since their formation in 2010, Tennis has been a passion
project for married couple Alaina Moore and Patrick Riley. As the build-up began for their seventh studio album, the duo sounded stronger than
ever on lead single “Weight of Desire” — infectious dream-like instrumentation and melodic vocals painting this transitory journey. All signs point-
ed to another solid addition to their discography; however, the language surrounding this project quickly changed as Face Down in the Garden
became labeled as the band's final album. The disillusionment of Tennis paints this project in a morose, reflective light. While the two sound as
sharp as ever musically speaking, the same cannot be said lyric-wise. Throughout the album’s nine tracks, Alaina reflects on her time as a band and
with Patrick. Akin to flipping through a photo album, thoughts and memories float to the surface between pages and key events. This form of lyric
writing comes ahead with “12 Blown Tires” - starting as a simple tour story, the song quickly morphs into this rumination on the band’s intertwining
professional and personal lives. Face Down in the Garden bookends Tennis with their most personal display yet. With the couple calling their proj-
ect quits after the album and connected “Farewell” tour, little is known about what comes next for the two.—Nathaniel Clark

Colette Bone and Seann Clark (Feat. Dom DeCecco and Frank Marzano)
Forevermore
Self-released

ok kA

dark back-and-forth filled with evocative storytelling and musical explorations, Forevermore is an album to be reckoned with. Built upon a long-

time collaboration between singer/keyboardist Colette Bone, singer/guitarist Seann Clark, and strings player Dom DeCecco, several tracks
originally recorded in 2016 with Tavon Markov were revisited. Joined by guitarist Frank Marzano, violist Abby Barrett, vocalist Shelly Peeso, guitarist
Jesse Tomczak, and multi-instrumentalist Josh Karickhoff, the band added new parts and even new songs to the original offering. The outcome
is a bluesy, searing narrative that the listener can construct, the interplay between the two singers often having a theatrical effect (perhaps most
evident on “Blood that Stains”). Clark explained that “Colette and | wanted to take the songs that we had written and put them in a ‘lower east-side
bar at two in the morning’ kind of feel.” Even from just a few notes in, it's absolutely clear that they achieved that with resounding success. At the
album’s most tender moments like the album'’s titular track, there's a solemn wisdom, like the advice given by someone who's gone through hell and
back. Clark noted that they “wanted to dive into the low dark overtones of loss, love, hurt, and especially death.” Clark's tone itself is lowered, using
an acoustic baritone guitar tuned down a fourth to B. Coinciding with this release is the companion piece Live at the Barn, containing intimate
performances of songs from Forevermore.—Nick Warren

PinkPantheress
Fancy That
Warner Records UK

1 0.0 ¢ ¢

inkPantheress furthers her foothold in the modern dance-pop lane with Fancy That. In less than five years, PinkPantheress (aka Victoria Beverly

Walker) has become a figure to watch in the popular music scene. Starting from humble beginnings on TikTok, the singer and producer has
expanded her reach on a global scale. Said growth came ahead of her 2023 debut album Heaven Knows and its Billboard Top 10 single “Boy’s a Liar
Pt. 2." However, this project presents a more commercial version of Pink's style: the sounds of Y2K DIY house and drum'n'bass switched out for
a more contemporary R&B approach. With Fancy That, Pantheress returns to the tune that led to her stardom while showing immense musical
growth. Take the lead single “Tonight” for example —with an anthemic chorus and pulse-pounding use of sampling and interpolations, the musician
produces a track perfect for the clubs. Much of the project follows a similar prerogative: creating memorable gold with as little frills as necessary.
Songs like “lllegal,” “Stars,” and album highlight “Stateside” are primed to be the soundtrack to your next night out. Speaking of no-frills, it is crucial
to discuss Fancy That's tracklist. Coming in at nine tracks (or 21 minutes), the project is concise to the point of perfection. While brief, it lacks any
fat that may bog down the listening experience. Overall, Fancy That is a testament to PinkPantheress' continuing artistic growth as an artist: a lean
collection of absolute hits that are ready for any social venue.—Nathaniel Clark

Mei Semones
Animaru
Bayonet Records

1 0.6.0 0

nce in a while, an artist comes along so wholly unique, bringing seemingly disparate elements together in a way that feels almost effortless.
Mei Semones is one of those artists. The 24-year-old Brooklyn-based singer and guitarist's debut LP is a jaw-dropping blend of jazz (bossa
nova in particular) and indie rock ('90s-influenced bedroom albums in particular), sung in both English and Japanese. It seamlessly code-switches
" between intimate acoustic recordings like the lullabies of “Donguri” and “Sasayuka Sakebu” and the orchestral layers of “Dangomushi” or the the-
matic banner anthem of “I can do what | want.” Semones fuses the relaxed vocal delivery of Soccer Mommy and Snail Mail with the chamber pop
of Black Country, New Road and the Dirty Projectors and the warm virtuosity of bossa guitarists like Luiz Bonfa and Baden Powell. It's a marriage
that feels totally irreplaceable from anyone else but her —this is a sonic experience that only Semones is fully qualified to lead. Her five-piece band
includes violist Noah Leong, violinist Claudius Agrippa, bassist Noam Tanzer, and drummer Ransom McCafferty, with the recurring string sections
adding a tonal cohesion that makes the album even more singular. —Nick Warren

]
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Thu 6/05

Palace of Machinery / FEED Works
@ 12pm/ $5

FEED Media Art Center, 1307 State Street

Sat 6/07

Featured

FEEDback 2025 gt |
@ 12pm / $5-$10 Sl
FEED Media Art Center,  =ieir '—11 ||. »
1307 State Street F-..—-’ & i o
[ = P
re 3
L=~
el bl =l FLTYC
TINYstage
@ 5pm / Free

cafeGIANT, 1311 State Street

Featured

oo B r

. (U ERIE READER <.
= ._1-1‘_-? __-.--\._':.I. Ik "F
ks o5 _ﬂ
REWIND: A 90’s drAel
Themed Immersive E.!" ""gi EI
Pop-up H
@ 6pm/ $15 ;
Room 33, 1033 State P e
Street O [

Murder Mystery Medvale Mayhem: "Class
of '85 Reunion" Murder Mystery Dinner
Theater at Madeline's

@ 6:30pm / $45-$55

Madeline's Dining and Events, 8844 Pennsylvania 18,
Cranesville

Wed 6/11

Kids Yoga Series: Wednesdays

@ 11:15am / $10-$15

Goodell Gardens & Homestead, 221 Waterford Street,
Edinboro

The best place to promote your events online and in print. Visit us @ https://www.eriereader.com/tickets

June 5, 2025

CALENDAR

Thu 6/12

Garden Sprouts - Series

@ 11am / $50-$70

Goodell Gardens & Homestead, 221 Waterford Street,
Edinboro

The Price
@ 7:30pm / $20
PACA, 1505 State Street

Sat 6/14

The Price
@ 7:30pm / $20
PACA, 1505 State Street

Fea_iiured

Enchanted Forest
Party ft. Shea
D'Heaux, Xandra, Joe
Porter, Dj Drop Bear
and DJ Jay! T}
@ 8pm / $7 5
King's Rook Club, 1921 Peach Street

STIM CITY: CLUB FEMME

@ 10pm / $10

Jun 14th - Jun 15th

FEED Media Art Center, 1307 State Street

Tue 6/17

Sweet & Savory Strawberry

@ 6pm / $50

Yellow House, 436 Walnut Street, Girard PA, 436 Wal-
nut Street, Girard

Wed 6/18

Kids Yoga Series: Wednesdays

@ 11:15am / $10-$15

Goodell Gardens & Homestead, 221 Waterford Street,
Edinboro

Thu 6/19

Mindful Garden Walk: Resting Tree
Mindfulness/Richard Gosnell

@ 6pm / $15-$20

Goodell Gardens & Homestead, 221 Waterford Street,
Edinboro

Erie Sea Wolves vs. Chesapeake Baysox
@ 6:05pm
UPMC Park

Golden Hour Photo Club

@ 8pm / Free-$20

Goodell Gardens & Homestead, 221 Waterford Street,
Edinboro

The best place to
promote your events
online and in print.

powered by ew,(nﬁ

Sunflower Bee Paint Class - Connie Bootz
w/ Lucky Crane Studios

@ 3pm / $10-$45

Goodell Gardens & Homestead, 221 Waterford Street,
Edinboro

Fri 6/27

Featured

Fri 6/20
Featured

Psychic Groovin' ~ 4
Psychics 1 Price!

@ 4pm / $25-$25

The Hippie Space, 211

Main Street West, Girard A oz
The Red Jumpsuit
The Price Apparatus
@ 7:30pm / $20 @ 6pm / $30-$60

PACA, 1505 State Street King's Rook Club, 1921

Peach Street

Featured
¥ -

Sat 6/28
Fea_ﬂ_:ured _

./A;ppulnch_i:g__n
/% Hell Betti
lﬁlnck [i'jnm'u nd

Bayfront: , ¢
Betties)

Bomshells

King's Rook Em

Night on the Outside el

Patio! ft. Fastfall, =

Heart of Atlantic, : . Erie Roller Derby's

Mighty Vices + MORE & GAC June doubleheader

@ 8pm / $6 o - @ 4:30pm / $10 a2

King's Rook Club, 1921 Peach Street Bayfront Convention Cen- #‘-ﬂ'"'-':r"‘f- =
ter, 1 Sassafras Pier Hiar xR

Sat 6/21 e

Louder Together ft. Jen Meyer, Nancy .
boys, Drucifer and MORE! 2T1LI:ImCII;YO. CLUB KID

e 7:<I30pm /$12 Jun 28th - Jun 29th
King's Rook Club, 1921 Peach Street FEED Media Art Center, 1307 State Street

STIM CITY : CLUB TWERKNATION28
Sun 6/29

@ 10pm/ $10
Do Good Inc: Bolt Back to School 5k

Jun 21st - Jun 22nd
FEED Media Art Center, 1307 State Street @ 10am / $35-840
1 Peninsula Dr

Sun 6/22

The Price
@ 2pm / $20
PACA, 1505 State Street

Calendar information is provided by event organizers.
All events are subject to change or cancellation. This
publication is not responsible for the accuracy of the
information contained in this calendar.

powered by eyt
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SPECIAL SPRING OFFER

Sign a 1-Year Lease in June
Get the 12'" Month FREE

At Parkside at Glenwood or Parkside at North East

= | |
LIEICOM
PARKSIDE COMMUNITIES

DINE-IN OR CARRY OUT!
847 Pittsburgh Ave
Erie, PA
814-454-1989
6PACKHOB.com

Ny
e,

THE DA VINCI CODE _; MY FAIR LADY
JUNE13-29 SULY25 - AUG. 10 SEPT.12-28

Purcﬁase Tickets

IN FERSON BY RHONE ONLINE

Box Office- 13 W 10th 5t.  814.454.2852 x0 EriePlayhouse.org
-

MY SALON,

FULLY-EQUIPPED PRIVATE
LUXURY SUITES FOR LEASE

Call or text for a private tour

Yo 814-722-3548
is\on
Ol D20
i

3266 West 26th St., i :
Erie, PA 16506 : mysalonsuite.com/erie
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Beyond Dunder Mifflin: The Electric City Documentary
Erie film crew documents the city behind the scenes

By: Larry Wheaton

T7€ Office was one of the biggest
hit shows of the 21st century and
arguably the most popular “water
cooler” comedy since Seinfeld, popu-
larizing the NSFW phrase, “That's what
she said” and a slew of ever-popular
memes like the ones featuring char-
acter Pam Beesly that states, “They're
the same picture.” Now 20 years since
its debut in 2005, The Office is still a
highly-streamed show and has turned
the coal-mining town of Scranton,
Pennsylvania into a mecca for fans.
Local filmmaker Brandon Soto, along
with his crew from Erie, decided to
create a fan-made documentary ti-
tled Beyond Dunder Mifflin: The Elec-
tric City Documentary all about The
Office and the impact that it's had on
Scranton, the city where the show is
set. In the program, Scranton is men-
tioned frequently and the city is so
interconnected to the storyline of
the show that it's almost a character
itself. Soto got the idea while listen-
ing to a podcast hosted by the char-
acter of Kevin called Off the Beat with
Brian Baumgartner, where he talked
about the relationship between the
city and the show. Soto said, “It took
us a little over a year to put this all to-
gether, from shooting interviews and
traveling, to editing everything. We
wanted the documentary to come out
in March 2025 because that marks the
official 20-year anniversary of the pilot
episode.”

During the documentary, viewers

will learn the role that the city played
in developing the look of the show,
and with the help of Scranton’s Cham-
ber of Commerce, curated props were
provided for each season. As the pop-
ularity of the show continued, the city
rallied with the success and created
an Office Convention that features
cast members and guided tours of
the many places mentioned within
the show. Soto said that they didn't
receive payment to make the docu-
mentary and that it was more about
the love of the show, stating, “In the
beginning, we had to convince people
that we weren't just fans of the show,
we were actually putting something
real together. It wasn't just about The
Office, but about the city itself.” He
continues, “The Everhart Museum in
Scranton is currently putting togeth-
er a 20th anniversary exhibit and are
planning to use some of our film with-
in the exhibit.” Along with the Mayor
of Scranton and several key figures in
their community, several Office cast
members make an appearance in the
doc, including Andy Buckley (David
Wallace), Angela Kinsey (Angela), and
Kate Flannery (Meredith).

With the boost in tourism and the
national spotlight The Office has given
Scranton, many hope that something
like this could give Erie a similar boost,
being there are similarities between
the two cities (both in size, population,
and their overall short distances from
other major-metropolitan areas). “You
never know, someone might want to
create a show based in Erie some-

MOVIES
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Local filmmaker Brandon Soto, along with a crew of Erieites, set out to be actual documentarians of the
fictional documentary The Office, as they delve into the effect the show has had upon the Pennsylvania

town of Scranton.

day. Small cities can boost tourism by
embracing what makes them unique:
local history, culture, events, and com-
munity pride. By highlighting their dis-
tinctive character through festivals,
art, food, and storytelling, they create
memorable experiences that draw vis-
itors in,” says Soto.

Beyond Dunder Mifflin: The Electric
City Documentary is streaming now
on YouTube for free, with over 2,000
views and counting. However, the film-
maker and crew are hopeful that it will
make its way to the streaming service
Peacock, which is the home of The Of-

fice, so that more fans of the show get
a chance to learn about Scranton and
perhaps take a trip to the once “coal
town, now cool town,” as it's referred
to in the documentary.

For more information on the documentary,
visit theelectriccitydoc.com

“You miss 100 percent of the shots you
don't take.” - Wayne Gretzky — Michael
Scott - Larry Wheaton

Larry Wheaton can be reached at whea-
ton1138@gmail.com

SO, HOW DO WE FEEL ABOUT
PROMOTING THE BOOK? SHOULD
WE DO A 4TH WALL BREAK?

f
£
x
@

I THINK IT'S OK, AS LONG AS WE
STAY TO TRUE TO THE ART FORM BY
KEEPING IT FUNNY OR MEANINGFUL.

June 5, 2025

WELL, I'M OUT OF

LT B L L, O

IDEAS. BUY OUR BOOK!
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THE CATS EVIL PLOTe=

ARTIST'S HoTE: | BAD WRITER'S
BLoctK, 50 ToDAY'S comic wﬁs
WRITTEN BY CHAT GPT..

4  Daw'T dou DARE
A KNocK THAT NER 1

JUST TOYIN' WITCHA — sy & oy

Summer Vacation!
No mere sitting
inside being
brainwashed!

71 8eweve |
| 1T " YY/

_-.._n;-rh.-:!-*--* o ol il P o —m---"

Does this mean 1 L, G
r.an'raﬂ ﬂass«w ? i

trophy? Theres a box of |
SHickert in the lokky.

J m—/

What, as a participation “'? ﬁ
il
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CROSSWORD

9 10 |11 |12

Across

1. Pond fish

4. Baby cow

8. Went icy

13. Slot machine lever
14. Noisy fight

15. Moroccan capital
16. Tiny taste

17. Dejected area
where the rugs go?
19. Animal's back
crossing the line first
in arace?

55. Magic words to
make an RV disappear?
58. Just under a Louisi-
ana subdivision?

61. Poivre tablemate
62. Be of help

63. King with a laby-
rinth

64. Part of the work wk.
65. New beginnings

66. Ooze

67." ___ Kids 3-D: Game
Over" (2003 film)

18. Demeanor

20. Kraken's home
23. Canine litter

24. Helmet type

25. Arafat's gp., once
27."New Rules" singer
__Lipa

28. 0ne's partner?
30. Name in financial
software

32."Blue Rondo ___
Turk" (Brubeck song)
33. JFK's location

Well Excuuuse Me

T'M TIRED OF BEING TOLD I'M
BAD SOMEHOW FOR SIMPLY HAVING
THE VALUES T GREW UP WITH=
FAIRNESS, EQUALITY, DEMOCRALCY.
HUMAN RIGHTS...

VALUES ARE NO LONGER
PERMITTED FOR US. OR EMOTION.
WE MUST SPEAK ONLY IN
LIBRARY VOICES.

BUT NOT INSIDE AN
ACTUAL LIBRARY. SINCE
THOSE ARE CONSIDERED

S0 IT'™M SUPPOSED TO SAY
NOTHING ABOUT WHAT'S
HAPPENING FOR FEAR OF
ALIEMATING SOME IMAGINARY
FUTURE VOTER?

CORRECT. AMND YOU MIGHT
CONSIDER GETTING TONS OF
DERMAL FILLERS AND ACTING
KIND OF VAPID AND
EXPRESSIONLESS.

THAT SEEMS TO
BE HOT NOW.

Ba a subscribar! jensorgnsen.comisubscribe

SeREMSEN

22025 Jan Sorgnsen -

Answers to last puzzle
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A
21. Healing plant 34. Before, to Byron Rl L{E T N|E
22. Subject of the Down 36. Manx's lack - -
outdated joke "Why do  1."The Big Chill" direc-  37. Yours and mine AlT Y[A U[E|D
theycallita___when tor Lawrence . 38.__brisk pace |_ Y C . J A M S D | O N
you only get one?" 2. Maryland major 39. Noise
23. Really quiet, in leaguer 40. BlackBerry, e.g. DIHIAIRIMIA SIOICIKI|O
sheet music 3."Yes and" perfor- 43. Moves slowly
26. Area 51 locale mance 44. Short-timer A|IL[L[E]|N . MIRI|E O AlT
29. Vicks cold/flu 4. Mobile 46. Elite guest rosters
brand 5. Airborne 47. Rebel PIL|{A|Y|E|D|F O R C H|E O P S
31. Green Wave school 6. Pope ten behindthe  48. One of the Olsen
35. Involved in current one? twins A[O]K S| I[N . CIA[N|T|I
36. Kinda boring 7. Household plants 51. Bombards with junk
one-vegetable salad? 8. Wendy's offering 52. Like ghost stories T[H|E[W]|B N|| C EJT|Y
40. Fab Four name 9. Ninja Turtle in red, 53. Threefold H A P P Y F | A T . A A R O N
41. Acid in vinegar familiarly 55. Penny, e.g.
42. Call the shots 10. Japanese kimono 56. Brandy bottle - OIMIAIR - SISIR . AIWIE
45. City southeast of sash initials
Istanbul 11. Cheesy pies on a 57. Sounds during med- A G E L|E O N C Ull S | IN|E
49. "Happy Days" Scrabble board? ical checkups
eatery 12. Suffix of most ordi- 58. Malicious RIA|T L U MIB[A|R U S EID
50. Put a stopwatch nal numbers 59. Actress Longoria
back to 0 14. Advanced musicor  60. Trial concern C B|S DfIJAINJ|E VIE[R]Y
54. Yale grads drama deg.
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YOUR PLACE FOR

SATURDAYS | AEEEEuL (1T
IN JUNE - INJUNE
3PM-10PM 4PM-10PM

CATCH CASH

WIN FREE PLAY OR YOUR SHARE OF
THE PROGRESSIVE CASH JACKPOT!

i Free Play expires the
same day at Midnight.

Free Play expires the same day at Midnight.

————_— &=
e ~
.-‘_ -

Q THRILLING LIVE RACING
\//:\%‘ EVERY MONDAY-WEDNESDAY
"'VEZOR%:ING 3:30PM POST TIME

PRESQUE ISLE DOWNS & CASINO Visit PresquelsleDowns.com/Racing for full schedule.

N
J-"“ =i H_;-.L“
4

pres h N MONDAY-THURSDAY * 3PM-9PM
i Bourho

& FRIDAY & SATURDAY ¢ 11AM-10PM

%&Bmw*" { SUNDAY ¢ 11AM-9PM
HAPPY HOUR
Bur ﬂé" FRID:zﬁE;:);:éﬁJPM
520 HALF RACK B8Q RIBS ALL APPETIZERS

ALL DRAFT BEER

$17 BACON MAC BURGER
SERVED WITH ONE SIDE ALL WELL DRINKS

SERVED WITH ONE SIDE

Must be 21 or older. Tax and gratuity not included.

YoTeoIé¢YeY
qusou: ISLE DOWNS
Y ~CASINO—

YOUR PLACE FOR ALL THINGS FUN!

presqueisledowns.com | 1.866.ERIE.FUN | 1-90 EXIT 27, Erie, PA 16514
If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, help is available. Call 1-800-GAMBLER.




