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NEWS & OPINION

From the Editors: December 2025

It's about time

This is the third year now that I've
had the task to research, compile,
and write our annual Year in Review
feature. And while it can be an over-
whelmingly large chunk of print (this
year’'s clocking in at nearly 4,800
words) it is a creative challenge that |
truly look forward to taking on. It gives
me the opportunity to look back at all
that has come and gone within our
year. But it can also make time feel
really weird.

This year, in particular, has seemed
painfully long. Each new day, a full
frontal firehose attack of awfulness
that can make the days that fill up
with keeping informed about it all, en-
during it all, responding to it all, orga-
nizing to combat it all... feel endless.
But there are many, many other ways
to measure a year.

In the alt-monthly publishing sphere,
we tend to measure time in terms of
issues. The year passes with what has
to be accomplished within the month
in order to meet deadlines, flesh out
themes, and produce a paper on time.
June is not just June, it is the month

in which we select and photograph
and write about 40 young people for
the July issue. February is spent eat-
ing food all across the county to share
our favorites in the March Food issue.
And December will be spent compiling
the results of our Best of Erie contest
(voting is open through Dec. 15 FYI).
In this way, every year is comforting-
ly familiar while also holding the cre-
ative excitement of figuring out ways
to make these issues new and fresh,
time and again.

We can feel time move through art
- through the music and books and
movies that define the periods of
our lives. Music has a special kind
of time-traveling power - listen to a
song that was a young-adult obses-
sion and you are magically whisked
back to that time. Our regular album
review contributors (Julia, Nathaniel,
Aaron, Melissa, Nick, and Larry) share
their top five lists from this year with-
in, and share those albums which
may become the stuff of time-trav-
eled nostalgia in a decade or two. Our
Erie Reader Book Club’s first anniver-
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sary was eclipsed in April. Ally Kutz
has summed up the literary experi-
ence that was our year with that core
group of thoughtful, lovely people.
Our film reviewer Forest looks back at
his cinematic experiences of the year
and reminds us that watching movies
alone at home is not the only option
- getting out and experiencing movie
magic in any kind of venue makes the
experience deeper - ultimately mak-
ing the time we spend watching things
on screens more meaningful.

That which we use to measure time:
our work, our hobbies, the music,

films, and books we enjoy, and the
people we go through it all with, give
us chronological touchpoints of joy,
lightness, love, creativity, and togeth-
erness, even through undeniably dark
times. So often, when everything feels
urgent, and stressful, and demanding
—it's all too easy to miss the beauty
that will ultimately truly define these
days in your memory. Time, no matter
how you measure it, has the audaci-
ty to move forward whether we no-
tice it or not. And no matter how old
you are, these are the days that will
be the stuff of nostalgia all too soon.

Happy Holidays
n g s

0o

May the magic of the season fill your home
with joy and peace.

As You Plan Your Year-End Giving...
We invite you to make a lasting difference in the lives
of individuals with Autism and their families.

Your generosity fuels hope, belonging,
and life-changing programs.

Donate Now or Become
a Monthly Supporter

https://bit.ly/AutismSocietyNWPADonation

§= Autism Society

Northwestern Pennsylvania

3308 State St Erie PA 16508 | (814) 455-3540 ¢
autismnwpa.org | info@autismnwpa.org -
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NEWS & OPINION

A New Chapter for Erie

A wave of women leaders signals a transformational shift across city and county government

By: Chloe Forbes

C hristina Vogel and Daria Devlin hadn’t even
earned their high school diplomas when
then-County Executive Judy Lynch and may-
oral candidate Joyce Savocchio took the Erie County
electorate by storm in 1989.

The Erie Daily Times reported it was “The year
of the woman” as numerous women were elected
throughout the county and commonwealth.

The wave brought transformational change to Erie
County. Lynch and Savocchio, both the first wom-
en in their positions, ushered in landmark develop-
ments like the Bicentennial Tower, Blasco Memorial
Library, and new industrial sites, alongside a commit-
ment to fiscal responsibility that reshaped the coun-
ty’s trajectory.

It seems that 36 years later, history has repeated
itself. Across the county this year, a wave of wom-
en were elected to top positions. In the words of Ed
Mathews of the Erie Daily News from 1989, the elec-
tion “belonged to the women.” Although this moment
feels familiar, it's the start of a new chapter.

“I think it became very clear even in the primary that
people were ready for a change in Erie,” said City of
Erie Mayor-elect Daria Devlin. “l think a lot of people
have hopes and dreams for this community that you
know, like me, they think it can be more than what it
is, and | think that they saw in my energy and my vi-
sion for the city that same change.”

Devlin captured a dominating 75 percent of the
vote, beating Republican Matthew Thomas. Likewise,
County Executive-elect Vogel won in a landslide with
63 percent of the vote, a historic margin of over
19,000 votes compared to the past two decades’
margins ranging from about 100 votes to 3,000 votes.

The high voter turnout and numerous flipped pre-
cincts — including the City of Corry, Girard Borough,
Lake City Borough, McKean Borough and Township,
Wesleyville Borough, Fairview Township, Harborcreek
Township, and Summit Township, all of which voted
for Brenton Davis in 2021 - signal not only a vote of
confidence for Vogel but a vote for change in lead-
ership.

Newcomers like Dr. Kylie Morris in Millcreek
Township and Chuck Gray in the City of Corry
showed that people are looking for a new perspective
on the political scene, while Emily Mosco Merski will
be a new face on the Erie County Court of Common
Pleas bench.

“| feel really good about it being a turning point,”
Vogel said of the county. “I'm excited that | get to be
part of what the future looks like.”

Lynch called Vogel after the election and said she
still had a Vogel sign in her yard and was eager to
help in any way she could, and Savocchio sent flow-
ers to congratulate the newcomers, as did past
County Executive Kathy Dahlkemper, who served
from 2014 to 2021. It's not only a congratulatory ges-
ture, but it's a sort of passing of the torch.

V3IaIHS344

Women took home big wins in local government this election cycle including the offices of mayor and county executives, as well as down
ballot and county elections.

A Mandate for Change

Not only was this election about electing women,
but it was also about electing people who deliver
real results.

By door-knocking and meeting people where
they're at, Devlin and Vogel both voiced that authen-
tic conversations were a key factor in their victories.

“My campaign worked really hard both in the pri-
mary and in the general election to talk to as many
voters as we could, to knock on as many doors as
we could, to be in as many places as we could to re-
ally have authentic conversations with voters, and |
think that helped,” she said.

During those conversations, she said her vision of
bringing Erie back onto the national map seemed to
resonate with people. Devlin is prioritizing popula-
tion growth, talent attraction, and housing stability in
a time when the City of Erie is hemorrhaging people.

The Pennsylvania State Data Center estimates that
the City of Erie lost 2,077 people from 2020 to 2024.
Devlin and Vogel both believe the next four years
could change the population’s trajectory.

In order to do that, though, there are some infra-
structural needs that must be addressed. After cam-
paigning on a “fiscal first” platform, Vogel said she
is focused on getting the county on a stable finan-
cial footing.“I've talked about the budget from the
beginning, and that's going to be my focus,” Vogel
said. “l will get whatever budget is passed, and then
I'll work within that.”

In the interim, she’s focused on listening and un-
derstanding what people in the county truly need,
attending various municipality meetings, and iden-
tifying how she can help move people forward. “It's
really trying to be a partner and not trying to lead
the discussion,” she said. “[It's about] understand-
ing where everybody’s at and what they need them-
selves to help get to the next place.”

In Millcreek Township, Morris is following in
Supervisor Kim Clear’s footsteps, continuing work
on stormwater issues as she brings a health-cen-
tric lens to the position.

A practicing family physician, Morris decided to
run for office after research and numerous patients
pointed to external factors impacting the well-be-
ing of Millcreek’s population.

She plans to focus on stormwater infrastructure
and active transportation (i.e., bikeability and walk-
ability) while seeking grant funding to avoid further
tax increases.

In the City of Corry, Chuck Gray is well-versed in
grant-funded projects. As the director of Impact
Corry, a nonprofit for the revitalization of the city,
Gray joins Corry City Council with a community
planning background. In fact, grant funding is what
drove her to run for office.

“I think the people have opted for representation
that is open to progress and change and collabo-
ration, and that’s the difference that | see in this
choice that the voters have made,” Gray said of this
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NEWS & OPINION

Political newcomer Christina Vogel succeeded in a landslide
victory against incumbent Brenton Davis for Erie County
Executive. She will be sworn in alongside a number of women
candidates including Mayor Daria Devlin, Dr. Kylie Morris in
Millcreek Township, Chuck Gray in the City of Corry, and Judge
Emily Mosco Merski.

election cycle.

She recognizes that a shrinking tax base is hurting
municipalities like Corry: “I think the city has done
incredible work with what they have to work with; |
think they have been creative, and | think they have
found ways to keep our city moving. | am fortunate
that | am a strong fundraiser. | have the relationships
and the abilities to do that, so how I'm seeing it is to-
gether as a community, we make the plan that de-
cides and says, ‘OK whether it's the sewer overhaul
or the streets, we decide together what the priori-
ties are, what has to come first,” and then I'm going
to very intentionally seek funding for those because
we don’t have the tax base to support these proj-
ects.”

A Different Approach to Leadership

With a career in public defense and advocacy,
Mosco Merski has learned one thing is important
when taking a seat on the bench in the courtroom:
empathy.

“The role of a judge is to help someone move for-
ward with their future,” she said. “My position in the
courtroom needs to be one of not only listening and
understanding what is bringing these families into
my courtroom but also helping them understand that
| am part of the process that’s going to help their
lives get better or move forward in some regard.”

In her work, she said she’s learned that making
judgments based on how she believes the world
ought to be isn’t realistic and doesn’t take into ac-
count the realities that many residents face. She has
been assigned to family court, and having a back-
ground in family law, she said there’s not a huge
learning curve for her, so she can focus on rebuild-
ing trust within the legal system.

Many of the cases in family court deal with divorce,
family separation, substance use, housing instabil-
ity, and incarceration. Although the role of a judge
is limited in its abilities due to ethics and maintain-
ing impartiality, it's still an authority figure. Knowing
that she’ll likely see many children, Mosco Merski
said she wants to be the kind of judge that people
send their high school diplomas or GEDs to, their
cheerleader.

“Your success is my success,” she said. “l think
that when people see you and can trust that you are
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going to do that, it makes them feel as though the
system is there to work for them rather than work
against them.”

The other women share that same kind of com-
munity-centric mindset. Already, Vogel has begun
surveying departmental needs, Gray plans to tour
the Public Works and Municipal Authority facilities
to gain a better understanding of how she can help,
and Devlin has begun collaborating with other elect-
ed officials.

“I think that as women we do lead differently, and
I think it’s fine to say that,” Devlin remarked. “l don't
want to say it's better or worse, but we definitely
lead differently.”

She and Vogel have both announced transition
teams that include people from various sectors and
party lines. “I think that’s the thing about women -
we are collaborators,” Devlin said. “I think ultimate-
ly, we know we can’'t do it alone, and we've learned
that over the years, and | just think that's a smart
way to lead.”

Vogel said it's important for her to put together a
team that includes people from all walks of life and
across the political spectrum so it’s representative
of the entire county. “I really tried to be thoughtful
as to who was going to be on the transition team
and where each department has someone that can
kind of, from the outside, take an honest look at it
and give me real honest feedback,” she said.

Morris mentioned that when municipalities in the
county don’t work together, it's noticeable. In fact,
she said that just taking a drive in the winter, it's
easy to tell when entering a new municipality be-
cause the road conditions change drastically. She
said that if people can work together and learn from
those who are facing similar issues, there could be
a more uniform response across the county, mov-
ing them forward.

Excellence and Representation

“Yes, we are a group of women — dynamic wom-
en — who have done great things and are going to
do great things moving forward, but more impor-
tantly, we were the right people for the job,” Mosco
Merski said.

_SE N
Democratic Mayor-elect Daria Devlin won the race for Erie mayor
handily over Republican candidate Matthew Thomas. Erie will
soon be run by women for the first time since 1989, when Mayor
Joyce Savacchio and County Executive Judy Lynch were in their
respective positions.

This year’s election brought not only a wave of
women into leadership, but a wave of diverse voic-
es. Christine Rush was elected as a magisterial dis-
trict judge, becoming the first Black judge in Erie
County’s history. Aubrey Hayes won her race for
clerk of records, Brooke Sanfilippo became Erie City
Controller, and Jasmine Flores and Marilyn Pol won
their races for Erie City Council.

The breadth of women elected reflects a gradual
shift, locally and nationally. “I think for decades now
there’s been a push to have women take office,”
Gray said. “Nationwide, | think that also women are
feeling more empowered. They are more engaged,
they are leaders in their community, and | feel that
in 20 years from now, people won't even think twice
about that.”

Gray'’s right: women now make up just over 50 per-
cent of Pennsylvania’s and Erie County’s population,
according to the Department of Labor and Industry.
Having women in leadership isn't exceptional — it's
representative.

For the newly elected officials, the significance
extends beyond their own tenure. They're keenly
aware that young people are watching.

A mother of three sons, Devlin hopes to be a role
model not only for young girls but for boys. She
wants them to see leadership that looks different,
that prioritizes collaboration and community — and
to understand that women belong in these roles
just as much as men do. Looking back at Lynch and
Savocchio, she’s not reminded of the barriers they
shattered as women but as leaders who delivered
results in Erie County.

“l think we always have to remember that we
stand on the shoulders of those who come before
us, and there are lessons to be learned both good
and bad from all of the leaders,” she said. “But |
think it's up to us at this moment now to chart our
own path.”

Charting a New Path

That path forward is already taking shape. Before
even taking office, these leaders have begun the
work of collaboration, but the weight of expecta-
tion sits heavily on their shoulders.

“I do really believe that this is a really exciting mo-
ment for Erie, and I'll tell you | feel the weight of
that,” Devlin said. “I feel the expectation of our com-
munity, and | am quite sure that our other recent-
ly elected officials do as well, and | think we have a
real obligation right now to deliver and to live up to
these expectations. | feel that deeply, and I'm going
to be working very hard to do that.”

The next four years will test whether their collab-
orative leadership style can deliver the results Erie
County voters are expecting. The newly elected
officials take office in January, inheriting both the
county’s challenges and its potential. History may
be repeating itself — but whether it evolves in the
same transformative direction as 1989 depends on
what happens next.

Chloe Forbes is a local journalist. Reach her at chloe-
forbes14@gmail.com

December 11, 2025
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Presenting Erie Wordsmiths

|deal ideas for Christmas gift-giving

By: Liz Allen

a subscription to Storyworth, an online ser-

vice that provides an easy framework to write
a memoir. Every week, Storyworth emails a writing
prompt (or you can pose your own questions to an-
swer) to jog memories about parents and grandpar-
ents, brothers and sisters, family vacations, favorite
books, first jobs, best friends, school days. The idea
is to respond, in writing, to one question a week. At
year's end, you have enough material for Storyworth
to publish a hardcover keepsake book, complete
with family photos.

Alas, | only wrote three Storyworth chapters be-
fore | fell hopelessly behind and let my subscrip-
tion lapse.

Yet four years later, | remain determined to some-
day create a unique Christmas gift, a family histo-
ry to share with my son, five siblings, and a host of
grandkids. Recently, I've come across three Erie-
centric ways that could make that a reality — if not
for me, perhaps for you.

My first suggestion is to read To Give to the Light,
a “biographical novella” that tells a lean but com-
pelling story about the courage of immigrants, the
love of family, the history of World Wars | and Il in
Italy and, as a bonus, the narrative of Erie’s Italian
immigrants.

The author is Michael A. DeMarco, an Erie native
who lives in Santa Fe, New Mexico, and writes un-
der the last name DiMarco, his family’s surname be-
fore it was Americanized.

DeMarco attended Strong Vincent High School
and Edinboro University and received a master’s de-
gree from Seton Hall University. In 1992, he founded
Via Media Publishing, which has put out a quarter-
ly journal and 70 books. He’s also been consulted
on documentaries for the Discovery Channel, Arts
and Entertainment, the History Channel, and the
Learning Channel.

To Give to the Light mentions familiar Erie land-
marks, including St. Paul’'s Catholic Church, Italian
ethnic clubs, Continental Rubber Works, and St.
Joseph’s Home, which DeMarco’s grandfather
helped build as a bricklayer.

But DeMarco’s book, which is available at viame-
diapublishing.com and other online stores, is much
more than a trip down memory lane for Erie folks.
“There is a universal appeal about the immigrant ex-
perience since it is a common human experience,”
DeMarco explained in an email. “Language, dress,
foods, labor, pressures to emigrate are the universal
traits,” he wrote. “Anyone who looks closely at their
own families (chances are they immigrated some-
time) can understand and have empathy for those
of other cultures.”

“Unfortunately, many haven't taken the time to
question their own family’s past and so don't ap-
preciate the efforts made to bring them to a ‘land

F or Christmas 2021, my sister Colleen gave me
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of prosperity and opportunity.’ | hoped that my book
would attract readers who are not of Italian ances-
try, so they would ask how their own family history
relates,” he wrote to me.

In his book, DeMarco weaves in stories passed
along by his grandparents but doesn’t stop there.
“It's great to absorb ‘table talk,” but it's important to
do solid research on topics of personal interest. |
dove into the world wars to get a better understand-
ing of what soldiers and others actually experienced.
Most don't talk about the worst of it,” he said.

His grandfather, Michele Antonio DiMarco, had fol-
lowed his brother Pasquale to Erie from their vil-
lage in southern Italy in 1913. Unlike his brother,
Michele had not yet become an American citizen,
and in September 1914, he received a telegram from
the Consulate General of Italy: “You are to return to
Italy immediately. You have been drafted into the
army and must report to the military headquarters
in Campobasso before December 1st.”

The book then recounts the elder DiMarco’s Italian
Army experience on the front lines of the war, his
capture by the enemy, and his dramatic escape from
a prison camp. After the war’s end, Michele DiMarco
returned to Erie, but two decades later World War Il
threatened the lives and livelihoods of family mem-
bers left behind in Montenero Val Cocchiara.

“All in Montenero who are on the Gustav Line, from
newborn to elderly, suffer physical and mental scars
from the war,” DeMarco writes in his book. The mil-
itary maps included as illustrations teach me more
about World War Il battles and casualties in Italy
than | ever learned in the classroom.

| now feel motivated to find out more about my
father’s first cousin, Strong Vincent track star Clem
Martin Jr., who was killed in battle in Italy at age 23
and is buried there.

| also hope to return to the Tuscany region of
Italy, where my maternal grandparents were born,
for more than the one-day visit my husband and
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The Secret Garden, first published in 1911, has inspired
Benedictine Oblate Jo Clarke’s whimsical paintings.
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The cover art of To Give to the Light, a biographical novella by
Michael A. DeMarco, shows an old-time slice of life from Erie’s
Little Italy. In the book’s epilogue, DeMarco writes: “To give to the
light,” or “dare alla luce,” is an “exquisite ltalian phrase.”

I had on a 2024 cruise. As DeMarco pointed out,
“Studying the language and visiting the ‘homeland’
is a blessing.”

DeMarco tries to get to Erie about once a year
now. “The place we were born and had our for-
mative years is just that: it formed our characters
in subtle ways that uniquely stay with us forever,”
he wrote to me. “We always remember the home-
town streets better than elsewhere, the homes, the
stores, and the cast of characters we saw daily in
grade and high school. Move away and you'll cer-
tainly miss things like Arnone’s bread, a restaurant
that made their own pierogies, or a tree you used to
climb. Erie is the bigger family,” he wrote.

In Erie, women religious have always been part of
my “bigger” family. In fact, | fretted that | was called
to become a nun, until a nun told my dad when | was
in 10th grade that | should become a journalist.

Still, 'm fascinated by sisters such as Benedictine
Joan Chittister, who worked on her school newspa-
per and has written more than 50 books, often ed-
ited by the late Sister Mary Lou Kownacki, who was
also an Erie Daily Times reporter when she was a
young nun.

| guess that’s why | feel at home every time | step
into Chapter 57, the gift shop at Mount St. Benedict,
where many of Chittister’s books, including her new-
est, The Time is Now, are sold. | hoped the store
also had copies of Chittister's 38 Personal Stories
to Transform a Life, a delightful collection of short
pieces that | reread to remind me of the value of taut,
meaningful writing. In the first story, only a page
and a half long, Chittister writes about Christmas
Eve 1945 and how disappointed she was, at age 9,
that her mother gave her a necklace instead of the
skates or a bike she longed to receive. Years later,
she realized that the birthstone on a chain was a
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“treasure ... amid the chaos of a collapsing world.”

Unfortunately, 38 Personal Stories is no longer in
print but a visit to Chapter 57 is, for me, always a
pleasing contrast to the world’s chaos. It's where |
can buy monastery bread, homemade biscotti like
the kind we dipped into Vin Santo (holy wine) in
Italy, gorgeous cards with beautiful nature photos by
the sisters, and handmade household gifts from the
Mending Place, where former refugees are taught
new skills and business acumen.

There are “amazing quilts” that are works of art by
Bernadette Strada. There is acrylic artwork by Sister
Peggy Pilewski and woodworking by Sister Audrey
Steff, and much more.

Art by Dani Jimenez, a member of the Pax Christi
Young Adult Caucus, is a new addition. Jimenez,
from Costa Rica, produces her art through
“&HerSaints,” described as “a creative outlet where
the sacred and profane converge in the experience
of queer Central American Catholicism.” Jimenez
has been paired with Jo Clarke, a Benedictine ob-
late who works in Chapter 57, to introduce her cap-
tivating artwork to Erie and beyond. Look carefully
at her “Mary of Nazareth” ornament and you will see
that Mary, holding baby Jesus, has a nose ring. Her
art challenges our fixed notions.

Chapter 57 (6101 East Lake Road) is open on
Sundays from 10:30 a.m. to noon, with special holi-
day hours 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Dec. 13 and Dec. 20.
Be sure to introduce yourself to Clarke, a talented
artist who creates whimsical characters using flecks

of real gold in her paintings.

One piece of her art, featuring a tweeting bird, a
curled-up cat, a sleepy mouse, a goldfish in a bowl,
and two tilted mushrooms, is displayed on a table
with a well-worn copy of her favorite book, The
Secret Garden, a qift to Clarke from aunts in her
native England. These days, Clarke finds a feminist
message in the beloved children’s story.

Clarke started painting to illustrate haikus com-
posed by the late Sister Mary Lou Kownacki, who
worked tirelessly to introduce young and old (includ-
ing me) to the beauty of poetry. There is no doubt
that my friend Mary Lou would be thrilled to know
that two new poetry books are arriving in Erie.

The 2025 edition of Iconic: The Anthology of Erie
Poets is a collaborative effort of NWPA Poetry,
Gannon University’s English Department, Community
Access Media, and the Erie County Public Library.
The cover art is “Public Dock” by Joseph Plavcan,
which hangs on the second floor of the Erie Art
Museum; it's reproduced with permission from the
Plavcan family.

Clayton Bradshaw-Mittal, Gannon assistant pro-
fessor of English, outlined why this anthology and
another poetry collection, North Coast Voices from
Main Street Rag, are important to Erie.

“We made a special effort to include poets from
every corner of Erie. It is the people who make this
place wonderful, and we want to place emphasis
on the poets who breathe life into the culture of the
county,” they said.

Poets “across career stages” are included be-
cause, “We want to market Erie as a literary locale
and the poets in it as unique voices in the larger
literary world. This builds community by fostering
confidence in poets across the Erie community. For
some, this will be their first publication. There is so
much great writing in Erie, and we want to contin-
ue building the poetry community,” Bradshaw-Mittal
wrote in an email.

To learn more about Erie’s many outlets to hear
poetry and to hone and share your own poetry, vis-
it the website nwpapoetry.com or the NWPA Poetry
page on Facebook.

Iconic: The Anthology of Erie Poets will soon
be available at the Erie Art Museum and at local
bookstores. To place a bulk order, contact brad-
shaw013@gannon.edu.

As Bradshaw-Mittal wisely said, “This is an espe-
cially important time of year for sharing poetry. It is
through poetry that communities and families par-
take in joy and warmth. The anthology is our gift to
Erie, to our friends and family. It is a way of cement-
ing a legacy of wordsmithing. Plus, the anthology is
representative of the people of Erie, which means
it bleeds through with the threads of resilience that
define residents of Erie in winter.”

Liz Allen is tickled that both her sister Kathy and her son
Marc are working on historical fiction novels about her
family. In 2026, she hopes to add to their collection. She
can be reached at lizerie@aol.com
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Erie's Year in Review 2025

Our year in politics, economics, arts, culture, athletics, education, and environment

By: Erin Phillips

oodness gracious, has 2025 seriously only
G been one single year long? These past 365

days have felt like 365,000, am | right? When
inundated from every conceivable angle with injus-
tice, unfairness, greed, violence, lies, corruption ...
It's hard not to let the daily deluge of flaming hot
garbage take our eyes off of our community bril-
liance, helpful neighbors, and yes, even political
wins we have experienced together.

And while nationally, the year in review is dom-
inated with names like Trump, Musk, Noem, and
Epstein, locally we're focused on names like Devlin,
Woodard, Hagen, Vogel, and Gibbs to tell the story
of our year. We've certainly had our ups and downs
and we'll take a look at them all. So here goes noth-
ing — let’s review Erie’s 2025!

Erie’s Shifting Political Landscape

Why don’t we just get the politics out of the way,
shall we? In response to the daily, often hourly hor-
rors of the Trump administration, Erie has been host
to multiple well-attended, peaceful No Kings pro-
tests — part of a larger movement of No Kings pro-
tests nationwide. In both June and October of 2025,
crowds of constituents gathered to show their dis-
approval of Trump’s policies including but not limited
to ICE raids and arrests of immigrants, refugees, and
New Americans, deploying National Guard troops
into U.S. cities, holding SNAP and ACA funding hos-
tage, and so, so much more. Locally, activist groups
have been gaining momentum including 50501 Erie,
French Creek Indivisible, and Fair Districts PA —
connecting with any of these groups will result in
updates for future No Kings protests as they are
organized.

We do have some political wins to celebrate local-
ly. One such win is the unequivocal electoral annihi-
lation inflicted upon our incumbent County Executive
Brenton Davis at the hands of incoming Christina
Vogel. This wasn't even close. This was a historical-
ly large landslide victory for the political newcomer
Vogel, and her win speaks to Erie County’s overall
dissatisfaction with the county’s direction over the
last four years.

No need to dwell on the 2025 foibles of the for-
mer county executive, since he's out the door (BUT
those foibles were embarrassing and many, includ-
ing hijacking the Erie County Facebook page for per-
sonal political promotion, presenting a 2025 budget
with so many errors, discrepancies, inaccuracies,
and unauthorized transfers, the audit lit up like Clark
Griswold’s house at Christmastime, vetoing funding
for literally any part of county government that that
serves communities of color, including the Human
Relations Commission, Booker T. Washington
Center, the MLK Center, and Urban Erie Community
Development Center, etc.). Additionally, Democrats
remain in council majority — with a win for Jim Wertz
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Democrat Daria Devlin wins the election for Erie’s mayor // Project CLEER opens at the Blasco Memorial Library // Christina Vogel
trounces Brenton Davis to become Erie’s next county executive // Marchello Woodard was shot and killed by his parole officer, with little

progress made in the investigation

who will be filling the seat of outgoing Andre Horton
(who is moving over to city council in the new year).
Speaking of the city, we have a new mayor in
Daria Devlin who will be inaugurated on Jan. 5 as
the second female mayor of Erie and 49th overall.
Devlin secured her win with 75 percent of the vote
over Republican candidate Matthew Thomas. This
came after Devlin successfully primaried out two-
term incumbent Mayor Joe Schember. Devlin ran a
wildly successful campaign, connecting personal-
ly with many constituents, and has filled her cab-
inet with a diverse group of folks who have been
working in service to the community for years in-
cluding (among others) Erin Carey (40 Under 40
class of 2025), Corey Cook (40 Under 40 Class of
2014), Amy Murdock (40 Under 40 Class of 2019),
and Jenessa Norton (40 Under 40 Class of 2025).
The library has been a point of contention for basi-
cally the entirety of the Davis administration as the
group “Keep Our Library Public” brought a lawsuit
opposing the installation of Gannon University’s wa-
ter research facility Project Neptwne in the Blasco
Library building. That suit has recently been settled,
although the details of that settlement are not yet
public. The first phase of Gannon'’s initiative, Project
CLEER, has already been installed and is currently
free and open to the public in the eastern corner of

the main floor of the library. The display features in-
teractive exhibits showing how natural and human
phenomena impact our Great Lakes, as well as a lo-
cal environmental art exhibit, and the centerpiece,
“a room-sized, global display system that uses
computers and video projectors to display plane-
tary data onto a six foot diameter sphere, analogous
to a giant animated globe.” According to Gannon
President Walter Iwanenko, “This is the 206th in-
stallation of this NOAA Science On a Sphere in the
world and we have it, here in Erie. Kids can get on
the kiosk and there are 600 different data sets that
are available to interact with. One of our goals with
this project is to bring more people into the library.”

After a good amount of contention, and jam-
packed public comment dockets, Erie City Council
voted unanimously to transfer ownership of the Erie
Zoo to Erie Events. This move was largely support-
ed by zoo management, with president and CEO of
the Erie Zoo Roo Kojancie saying, “We encourage
everyone to continue to be on board with this —it's
a fantastic opportunity for the zoo, for the city, and
for the region.”

One cannot speak about news and politics in the
City of Erie in 2025 without contending with what
has been an increasingly frustrating and slow pro-
cess of seeking justice for Marchello Woodard, an
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unarmed Black man, a father, partner, and volunteer,
who was fatally shot by his parole officer in July. As
of this writing, the name of the shooter has yet to be
released publicly, no arrests have been made, and
the family and friends of Woodard, as well as the
community at large, are left to grapple with his death
without answers or support from state law enforce-
ment. One advocate involved with the “Justice for
Chello” movement Cyndi Treiber stated, “I think the
Brown and Black community are feeling dismissed.
They feel that this would not have happened if the
roles of race were reversed. Unfortunately, when
you have a lack of transparency, people feel un-
heard and then they get angry and that’s where
people are right now.” Continued protests for those
seeking answers in the case continue at both the
site of the shooting and at city and county coun-
cil meetings.

Erie’s Growth and Economic Development

Not sure if you've noticed but there’s been some
pretty disruptive construction literally everywhere,
but most notably on the Bayfront Connector. What
is an eyesore of an inconvenience now will eventual-
ly pay off when the bayfront becomes more efficient
for commuters and safer for pedestrians and cy-
clists. Hopefully, you've all settled into a 12th Street
(or other alternate) routine route for any necessary
cross-city traffic, as we all anticipate a clearer path
forward in 2027.

Also, not sure if you noticed, but a whole-ass
house was moved early this fall. The 4,500-square-
foot Queen Anne-style mansion known as the Olds
Norman House now has a new address after spend-
ing 141 years in one place. When the time came to
say goodbye to Wehrle Hall, a mid-century dormi-
tory that Gannon President Walter Iwanenko de-
scribed as at its “end-of-life,” the university found
itself at a decision point regarding multiple historic
buildings that were in need of extensive, expensive
restorations. At that point, “Mr. Hagen wanted to
have a conversation.” And it was during that conver-
sation that the discussion of physically moving the
house started to become a reality and the Historic
Erie Preservation Trust (HEPT) became involved.

So, after Kidder Architecture and Jefferys
Construction did some shoring up of the building’s
exterior brick work, Wolfe House and Structure
Movers were hired to do the enormous job. Using
mostly robotic technology controlled through a sin-
gle device, the house was jacked up on beams, spun
180 degrees, and resettled from Seventh Street to
Sixth in an incremental process that, due to unfore-
seen weather-related circumstances, took about 7
hours (when it was initially estimated to take 60 to
90 minutes). Come fall, once all the renovations are
complete on the Olds Norman House, the universi-
ty will hold a dedication ceremony to welcome the
newest old addition to the West Sixth Street Historic
District.

The HEPT will be leasing this home along with the
recently restored Carter Shannon House (on the
corner of Sixth and Sassafras) and the fresh-faced
Jarecki House to Gannon for the foreseeable future.
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(Clockwise from top left) The Olds Norman House was literally moved from West Seventh to West Sixth Street // The EDDC breaks
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ground on the Flagship City Commons project // The Historic Erie Preservation Trust completes work on a number of historic buildings
including Herb and Honey Bakery // The Erie All Stars performed a set of Beatles songs for Celebrate Erie

The Olds Norman house will be utilized by the uni-
versity as guest lodging for visiting lecturers, inter-
viewees, alumni, and other visitors. While the Carter
Shannon building is housing for 10 lucky students,
the Jarecki House will serve as a space for univer-
sity advancement offices as well as meeting and
gathering space for Gannon alumni.

While on the subject of the HEPT, their work con-
tinues on and off Sixth Street, including the new
spot for Herb and Honey bakery within the re-
stored former Sophia’s Tavern on Fifth and Cherry
streets. The group has also completed work on two
other homes in that area at the Walker-Filer house
(555 W. Sixth St.) and at 621 Cherry St. while work
continues on the 409 W. Sixth St. rowhouses, the
Spencer Townhouse apartments (527-529 West
Sixth St.), the Whittier House (530 W. Sixth St.), the
Rindernecht House (512 W. Sixth St.), the Albert
Jarecki House (520 W. Sixth St.), the Robert Jarecki
House (558 W. Sixth St.), the Thayer Thompson
House (605 W. Eighth St.) and neighboring Griffith
O'Brien English House (613 W. Eighth St.), as well
as the aforementioned Olds-Norman House. That's
a whole lotta old houses getting millions of dollars
of investment in the City of Erie.

While the HEPT takes care of a number of antique
buildings in the West Sixth Street Historic District,
the Erie Downtown Development Corporation con-
tinues work within the State Street Corridor, which
also happens to be in the process of becoming
its own nationally registered historic district. With
the completion of the massive parking facility on
Fifth and Peach streets also came the new home

for Dave’s Diner (sic), while the Cashier’'s House
space is now home to a legacy Erie restaurant in
Serafini’s Trattoria. Construction has begun in the
open space left vacant by the demolition of the for-
mer Greyhound Bus Station on North Park Row for
what will eventually be Flagship City Commons, “a
versatile building, combining both office and com-
mercial spaces, designed to foster community and
economic growth in this vibrant district.”

Our other downtown champion, the Erie
Downtown Partnership (EDP) has been working
all year long to bring meaningful events and re-
sources to our downtown district including helping
to create another successful Celebrate Erie this
year, which was headlined by Gym Class Heroes
and Russell Dickerson, and concluded with an Erie
All Stars tribute to the Beatles, a nod to our outgo-
ing Mayor Schember who cites the Fab Four as one
of his faves. Additionally, the EDP facilitated mul-
tiple outdoor movie nights, weekly local bands in
Perry Square, helped to expand access to the Pay-
What-You-Can farmers markets, held weekly sun-
rise yoga classes, and their annual fall fest along
with local small business bolstering, mutual aid proj-
ects for our downtown neighbors, and just gener-
ally continuing to work to make Downtown Erie a
cleaner, more welcoming, fun, inclusive destination
for everyone in Erie.

The Fun Stuff: Arts, Culture, and Athletics

If Erie is defined by anything in 2025, it has to be
the color purple. Hopefully as many of our readers
as possible made it to one of four Moon Mammoth

December 11, 2025

ErieReader.com | Erie Reader | 13



HILNIO AYOLSIH NIOVH // LYAOQ HYNTNW // SdITTIHd NI43

£

L s s e -
i e
by
ik b A~
i
- -1
2l
=
o
s i
o .i‘--.-..
o
]
-

(Clockwise from top left) Erie Blues and Jazz Fest celebrates in Frontier Park // The Erie SeaWolves become the Moon Mammoths with
John Oliver’s help // Basement Transmissions becomes Centennial Hall // The Hagen History Center’s Girard campus planted 1.2 million

sunflowers

games this season. In case you've been living un-
der a Pleistocene rock, John Oliver of Last Week
Tonight solicited submissions from Minor League
baseball teams from across the country who would
be open to having the show rebrand their team. And
among 47 total submissions, Oliver chose our very
own Erie SeaWolves to overhaul, citing reasons such
as the SEAwolves in fact play nowhere near the sea.
After some research, the show decided on the name
the Moon Mammoths, as a nod to local fisherman
William Moon’s 1991 discovery of mammoth fossils
in Lake Pleasant. Shortly thereafter, a giant purple
mastodon named Fuzz E. Mammoth was welcomed
with open arms to the Gem City.

If you were one of the record-setting 7,070 fans in
attendance at the Moon Mammoth’s inaugural game
on July 19, perhaps you saw Oliver himself throw-
ing out the first pitch or leading a rousing version
of “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” during the sev-
enth inning stretch. It was pure joy, as minor league
baseball should always be. In an interview at UPMC
Park, Oliver said, “Minor league baseball is one of
the great things that America has. If you are lucky
enough to have a minor league team anywhere near
you, support it. You won't regret it.”

The SeaWolves/Moon Mammoths came within a
game of bringing home a three-peat Eastern League
Championship this year, but we truly won something
greater than a championship this season: the feeling
of our community fully embracing a wacky idea and
letting the joy of rooting for our team bring us all a
little closer. Thanks for that, John Oliver.

| suppose, if purple isn’t the defining image of Erie

in 2025, alternatively it's sunflowers. Was there lit-
erally anyone in anyone’s newsfeed that didn’t vis-
it the epic sunflower field at the Hagen History
Center’s Girard campus? Didn’t seem like it and for
good reason — it was an awe-inspiring spectacle of
natural beauty. The vastness of 1.2 million sunflow-
ers is difficult to wrap your mind around without wit-
nessing it. And hopefully we'll all get another chance
in 2026.

The independent music scene in Erie is breathing
a sigh of relief after longtime owner of Basement
Transmissions (music venue, art gathering space,
and lighthouse to local original music weirdos)
Bob Jensen decided to sell the building and it was
quickly cradled in the open arms of Jensen'’s for-
mer bandmate Jason Lavery and wife Nicole, who
are longtime friends. The entrepreneurs behind
Lavery Brewing Company have renamed the ven-
ue Centennial Hall (a nod to both the formative for-
mer Forward Hall as well as a variety of hops used
in their signature beers) and plan to continue the
legacy of the indie venue while expanding on what
Jensen built over the years. They plan to renovate
and repair the building over this winter and reopen
in April, as they host their first show back welcoming
The Menzingers on the final date of their 2026 tour.

It's been an active year for our local nonprofits.
Under the threat (and reality) of cuts to grant fund-
ing across the federal board, Erie has thrown tre-
mendous support to our charitable organizations,
making this the biggest year yet for the annu-
al giving event Erie Gives Day. The numbers are
jaw-dropping: $11,357,387 raised by 38,998 indi-

YEARINREVIEW

vidual donations to 539 nonprofits. Among those
nonprofits who benefited from our community’s as-
tounding generosity, we have some news:

Erie Arts and Culture welcomed a new director
in Susannah Faulkner (40 Under 40 class of 2023)
this year.

Erie Blues and Jazz Festival celebrated its sec-
ond year of resurgence after missing out in 2023.

The Performing Artist Collective Alliance (PACA)
has welcomed youth theater program Footlights un-
der its collective umbrella, as it continues to bolster
community theater in all forms while restoring, im-
proving, and expanding their historic building.

The Barber National Institute held its last ever
Beast on the Bay, a massively popular American
Ninja Warrior-style athletic competition/fundraiser.
| have to say, it felt weird having a “Best Athletic
Competition” Best of Erie category this year with-
out them, as they have been the favored winner of
that contest for 11 years in a row.

The Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood Network
has partnered with BikeErie to expand and improve
the recently christened Erie Bike Co-Op, helping to
get affordable bikes into the hands of those in Erie
who need them most. Helmed by 2025 40 Under
40 alum Garrett Raszmann, the co-op continues to
grow in aid to the community.

WAQLN saw record numbers on Erie Gives Day, in
response to massive federal funding cuts. While
the official White House website might say they
are “ending taxpayer subsidization of biased me-
dia,” those who love WQLN/PBS/NPR’s program-
ming, children’s educational shows, news, music,
and cultural features see it differently and showed
up to donate a record $213,714.57 between 1,208
donors. And while this can’t truly make up the gap of
millions of dollars of funding erased, it does speak to
the dedication our community has for public media.

Working Smarter and Harder: Education in Erie
2025 welcomed a new superintendent for our City
of Erie schools in Dr. Natalyn Gibbs, as she be-
gan her post in July, coming to Erie from Nashville,
Tennessee and bringing along with her a vast
amount of educational experience ranging from her
positions as a teacher, an administrator, a princi-
pal, and a director. “My passion lies in empowering
students to discover their unique talents and pur-
sue their dreams. | believe that strong schools are
the heart of a thriving community, and | am eager to
partner with students, families, educators, and the
entire Erie community to provide our students with
the resources and opportunities they need to flour-
ish,” Gibbs shared in a public statement. “Together,
we will build on the district’s existing strengths and
create a truly exceptional educational experience
for all.”

The Erie County Community College continues
its exponential growth since opening in 2021 when
they welcomed just 231 individuals into their bud-
ding program. EC3 now boasts enrollment numbers
of 800+ students, meaning, as EC3 President Dr.
Chris Gray put it, “one out of every 350 residents in
Erie County is right now registered in class.” Having
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The Pennsylvania Cyber
Charter School (PA Cyber)
offers students in grades
K-12 an alternative to
traditional education.
Families look

beyond their local

school district for

a range of reasons,

and sometimes

it's necessary to try a

new school experience.
After 25 years of

perfecting online education,
PA Cyber has demonstrated
that learning online is an
effective long-term solution
for many students.

Enrollment is open for the 2025-2026
school year. Explore PA Cyber as an option

for your child's education at pacyber.org
or call 724-643-1180.

PAcyber

The Pennsylvania Cyber Charter School
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(Clockwise from top left) The Tall Ships festival returned to Erie // Dr. Natalyn Gibbs was hired as Superintendent of Erie’s Public Schools
|/ President Barack Obama spoke to a sold-out crowd at the Erie Insurance Arena // Dr. Chris Gray celebrates the growth of EC3

just received a $50,000 grant from Empower Erie
to offset unexpected, emergency costs among their
student body, the community college is helping the
whole student to flourish not only with education,
but with a financial safety net that will allow them to
focus on their education above all else.

The 44th President of the United States, Barack
Obama was brought to the Erie Insurance Arena in
September by the Jefferson Educational Society
(JES) as part of their 17th annual Global Summit.
The former two-term president spoke to a sold-
out crowd of 8,000. Speaking on the current ad-
ministration, ICE, Al, human rights in the U.S. and
internationally, and more, Obama’s message was,
unsurprisingly, one of hope. Additionally, on the
slate of events presented by the JES, Erie wel-
comed Neil DeGrasse Tyson, Mike Pence, Henry
Louis Gates, Jr., and Jim Kelly, among others.

The Tall Ships festival returned to Erie’s water-
ways in 2025. And while the U.S.S. Brig Niagara was
notably absent from the festivities this year (due to
ongoing repairs), the Port of Erie welcomed vessels
like the Pride of Baltimore Il, the Appledore IV, and
the St. Lawrence Il, among others. While the con-
struction on the bayfront may not have provided the
most beautiful backdrop to the incoming tall ships,
our gorgeous bay and waterfront certainly made up
for the dust.

Our Changing Local Climate

Last year, | invited local environmental advocate
Jenny Tompkins (40 Under 40 class of 2024) to
fill us in on our local and regional climate change
situation, as having someone with intimately close
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knowledge of legislation, actions, inactions, etc.
was helpful in seeing the bigger picture. This year
she suggested | contact Neel Singh, who joined
the regional environmental activist organization
PennFuture in the summer of 2025 as Erie’s civic
engagement coordinator, a position created to ex-
pand environmental and conservation volunteer ac-
tivities and coalition building in the Northwest. Take
it away, Neel!

Erie is known for its resilience. And when it comes
to fighting for conservation in the face of environ-
mental adversity, we don’t pull any punches. Local
advocates are happy to celebrate some wins this
year, while federal and state hurdles provide plen-
ty of opportunity to continue the fight. So, in 2025
our work is varied and vast, and includes:

(Clockwise from top left) Neel Singh, Erie’s civic engagement
coordinator for PennFuture, contributes this section // Riparian
restoration of Cascade Creek // The proposed IRG plastics
recycling plant vacates Erie plans // The former Erie Coke site is
being redeveloped by the Erie Port Authority

Riparian Restoration! The Cascade Creek proj-
ect coordinated between the City of Erie, the Erie
County Conservation District, SONS of Lake Erie, PA
Sea Grant, and Lake Erie Arboretum at Frontier Park
(LEAF) has made huge strides in restoring the health
of a critical watershed on the west side of our Gem
City. Riparian ecosystems are a massive benefac-
tor in native wildlife returning to Erie. Check it out
the next time you're in Frontier.

A new chapter is unfolding for the former Erie Coke
site. Now in the hands of the Erie Port Authority, it
remains to be seen what lies in store for the bound-
less acres of the former facility. A waterfront board-
walk is popular among constituents, but the cleanup
of the former site could take decades. In large part
due to the efforts of advocacy group Hold Erie Coke
Accountable (HECA), Erie Coke’s CEO Paul Saffron
was ordered to pay a fine of $700,000 after de-
cades of environmental negligence. Advocates call
it a slap on the wrist, but thanks to the tireless work
of HECA and local activists, there is now acknowl-
edgment that harm was done to Erie.

The state budget hiatus finally came to an end...
at the cost of Pennsylvania’s involvement in the
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). RGGI
would have implemented a cap on how much car-
bon power plants were allowed to emit. Governor
Shapiro has proposed his own cap-and-trade pro-
gram called PACER, as well as the Lightning Plan,
which could increase renewable energy in the state.
These are pieces of legislation to watch in 2026.

A proposed plastic waste facility was canceled
in April. The facility, spearheaded by International
Recycling Group, would have crushed waste plastic
into smaller pieces and sent them to Gary, Indiana
to be burned - PennFuture opposed the project as
it posed a significant threat to Erie’s air and wa-
ter safety.

Erie is getting a massive boost for wastewater and
runoff infrastructure in the form of a nearly $30 mil-
lion fund from state-run PENNVEST. This announce-
ment was made this past summer.

Conservation Voters of Pennsylvania,
PennFuture’s strategic environmental partner, has
started to make inroads into Erie and northwestern
Pennsylvania as a whole. Statewide, they are push-
ing for solar-ready warehouses and proper storm-
water management alongside PennFuture in the
state legislature.

Thanks for that update, Neel, and for spearhead-
ing the absolutely most important work that there
is. While the country continues to divide along ideo-
logical lines, the planet really doesn’t care. Earth will
survive us. And we'll all go down together, no mat-
ter what side of the political aisle we're on unless
we act with the prudence and tenacity of groups
like PennFuture.

Our Erie Reader’s Year in Review

This year has been one of both big and small chang-
es here at the Reader. We've officially vacated what
has been our home for the past 10 years on the 13th
Floor of the Renaissance Centre, as the new own-
ers prepare to renovate and repurpose the build-
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ing. We'll sorely miss the stellar views of Presque
Isle and the SeaWolves stadium that our offices af-
forded, but we look forward to whatever space the
future holds for us. For the time being, if you need to
send us anything, use PO Box 10963, Erie, PA 16514.

We've continued to build on our subscription mod-
el. You can subscribe to the Erie Reader for $15 a
month, which means you get our monthly print issue
sent to your preferred address, you get a monthly
exclusive newsletter, you get subscriber-only give-
aways of local concert, theater, and sports tickets,
and you get the satisfaction of knowing that you're
helping to support local print media. With everything
everywhere becoming increasingly over-digitized,
clickable, Al-ified, and the like, doesn't it feel good
to hold a physical paper written by actual human be-
ings in your hands? The Reader will always be free
to read in print and online, but, as we've mentioned
before, it is definitely not free to make. Your sup-
port really helps. Click the donate button at the top
of our website to learn more.

We've added a host of new regular columns to our
publication this year and we couldn’t be happier with
them! Shout out to contributors Edwina Capozziello
(who pens “Edwina Tries...” each month), Mary
Birdsong (bringing us a “Bird of the Month” while
inspiring the budding birders of Erie), Jeff McCullor
(taking his beers for walks and teaching us some
stuff along the way), and Dave Tamulonis (making
our small city feel a little smaller).

Additionally, you might have noticed a bit more lo-
cal government coverage lately. That's due in part to
your generous donations — we’ve been able to bring
on a part-time local government correspondent in
Alana Sabol. Alana has been attending every sin-
gle city and county council meeting since February,
writing up a summary of the meetings for our web-
site under the heading The Reader Beat, and then
including a recap of these meetings in each month-
ly print issue. This kind of regular coverage of local
government has effectively gone away within the
local news universe, so Alana’s presence at these
meetings, and her thorough reports of them, is un-
quantifiably important. The way our local elected
officials vote, act, budget, respond, behave, etc. di-
rectly affects our daily lives in Erie, and being able
to hold them accountable to their constituents is
paramount.

Our Erie Reader Book Club turned one year old
in April. It has been such a joy to run —to read in-
credible books (each selection corresponds with
the monthly theme of the Erie Reader issue) and
to get to know our Reader readers a little better.
It's so interesting how we (being the editors) can
get a certain impression of our readership from so-
cial media and the online universe, but being able
to connect with the actual people who pick up our
paper every month and appreciate it without pub-
lic comment has been enlightening and refreshing.
Each coming month, | look forward to meeting with
everyone, including our OG members Vicki, Vicky,
Victoria, Niki, Steve, AJ, Kathy, Pam, and my co-
hosts Ally Kutz and Kyle Churman. Werner Books
and Coffee is the most welcoming, cozy place, and

our discussions always leave me energized. | deeply
appreciate everyone who helps make that monthly
event so thought-provoking and special.

In July, we welcomed 40 new folks to Erie's 40
Under 40 club, and they were such a stellar and
impressive bunch. We had folks from all fields, all
walks of life, all viewpoints — and their work in the
community is always so inspiring to learn about.
Unfortunately, we lost our planned venue mere
weeks before our annual 40 Under 40 Experience,
so rather than attempt to pull off a shoddy pivot,
we had to cancel it this year. Rest assured, 2025’s
class will get their time in the spotlight as we plan
an even bigger and better event in 2026!

Our yearly Best of Erie contest has gotten a facelift
this year, as we've streamlined and simplified both

"With everything everywhere
becoming increasingly over-
digitized, clickable, Al-ified, and
the like, doesn't it feel good to hold
a physical paper written by actual
human beings in your hands?

nominations and voting. We had nominations open
through October and into November, then those
who earned the top five nomination spots made it
onto our final ballot. That final ballot is open now
and voting closes on Monday, Dec. 15! So make
sure, when you put down this paper, you head over
to bestof.eriereader.com and vote for your favorite
people, places, and things then stay tuned for our
January issue, hitting newsstands on Thursday, Jan.
15 to see if your picks won.

What a year it has been! There is something to be
said for leaning into your community when times are
bleak, and we here at the Reader are so honored
and thankful to be able to support the Erie commu-
nity through our arts and music coverage, our bol-
stering of local businesses and entrepreneurs, and
for lifting up the voices of our writers, editors, pho-
tographers, contributors, and artists who make the
Erie Reader what it is. Be sure to check the mast-
head on the first page regularly and get to know the
names of the folks who really bring this paper to life
- they're such a special group of people that | am
honored to call colleagues and friends.

More than anything, though, we couldn’t be us
without you, our Reader readers, who loyally pick
up our paper, click on a link, vote in a contest, share
your thoughts, and generally help make our little
local alt-news print media experiment a success.
Thank you, from the bottom of our hearts, and hap-
py holidays. Here’s to 2026!

Erin Phillips is looking forward to continuing to offer her
thoughts and words in print in 2026 and is perpetual-

ly thankful and honored to have the position of managing
editor for such a cool publication. She can be reached at
erin@eriereader.com
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LEARN MORE OR GIVE AT MCWERIE.ORG

KNOX LAW WELCOMES

NEW ATTORNEYS

They join a team of nearly 40 attorneys that has been providing quality
legal services to businesses, families, public entities, and nonprofits for
over 65 years. Learn more at www.kmgslaw.com/people.

JACOB D. FLEMING ANTONIO J.FRISINA STEPHEN J.JACOBUS MITCHELL V. PEREZ
Governmental Litigation Litigation Business & Tax
Practice and Real Estate

' Knox McLaughlin Gornall & Sennett, P.C.
KnOX La, v v Erie | Pittsburgh | Jamestown, NY
814-459-2800

www.kmgslaw.com
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Bird of the Month: Bonaparte’s Gull

A stunning winter guest

By: Mary Birdsong

Let’s get this out of the way first: al-
though I've been dismissed as pedan-
tic for saying this, there is no such
thing as a seagull. There are many
types of gulls, but none of them have
that name. Seagull is a generic term
applied erroneously to all gull-like
birds that “hang around the shoreline
and parking lots.”

If you start looking more careful-
ly, you'll find a fascinating set of
birds that range in size from having a
wingspan of 65 inches (Great Black-
backed Gull) to a wingspan of 24
inches (Little Gull).

Now on to the main feature.

One particularly interesting species
in the gull group is the Bonaparte’s
Gull (banding code BOGU), named
for Charles Lucien Bonaparte — neph-
ew of Napoleon Bonaparte — who
made important contributions to
American ornithology as a member of
the Academy of Natural Sciences of
Philadelphia during the 1820s.

It is one of the smaller gulls, with a

wingspan of only 33 inches. And when
Bonaparte’s Gulls (called Boneys by
birders) are in breeding plumage, the
head is all black, which is referred to
as a hood. It makes for a stunning
bird.

The compact 13-inch-long bird is
white on the underside and in the tail,
gray on the back (called the mantle),
with black tips on their wings. In win-
ter time, when they are here in Erie,
they have a dark “ear spot” behind
their eyes rather than the full hood
of their breeding plumage. Their bills
are black and their legs are a reddish
pink. Birds that have not reached ma-
turity have darker feathers along the
back, the trailing edge of the wings,
and the tail.

Most gull species nest on the ground
(or rooftops in urban areas) but, in-
terestingly, Bonaparte’s Gulls nest in
trees and are the only gulls to do so.
Another fascinating fact is that in the
non-breeding season BOGUs feed on
fish like many other gulls, but during

breeding - since they nest away from
the shoreline — they subsist almost ex-
clusively on insects. Nesting happens
well north of Erie.

As winter draws nigh look for
Bonaparte’s Gulls around Presque
Isle and in the bay when there is
open water to fish. Other great spots
for good looks are the North Pier at
Presque Isle and the South Pier at
the foot of Port Access Road on the
mainland. They will be joined by many
other wintering gull species like the
Black-backed and Little gulls | men-
tioned above, as well as large num-
bers of our resident Ring-billed and
American Herring gulls. In fact, win-
ter is prime gull season here as long
as things don't freeze over.

So, bundle up for a visit to some
point along the bay and look for large
rafts of gulls out in the open wa-
ter. Compare the sizes looking for
the smallest ones that fly with fast-
er wing beats than larger gulls. Later
in the spring, you may even see one

SNOWNOD YIAININIM

If you call a gull of any sort a “seagull,” you
may just have to answer to Mary Birdsong
herself. Among the many varieties of gull that
call Erie home, you shan't find a seagull (in
name) among them - but keep an eye out for
the charming Bonaparte’s Gull, a smaller-sized,
hooded shorebird that nests in trees rather
than on the ground like most other gulls.

with its hood developing as it molts
into breeding plumage. Say hello to
these travelers who think of Erie as a
great spot to winter!

Mary Birdsong is the lead shorebird mon-
itor for Erie Bird Observatory. Learn more
at eriebirdobservatory.org. Mary can be
reached at mbirdsong@eriereader.com

Edwina Tries... A Morning in Albion

Southwest Erie County borough offers plenty of small town charm

By: Edwina Capozziello

Just 20 miles southwest of the City
of Erie is Albion Borough. On the out-
skirts but still in Erie County, it's a
lovely (not-too-far) drive to take on
a Saturday morning. After co-work-

If you've never visited the borough of Albion
in Erie County, take a tip from Edwina and try
it! With a hearty dinor breakfast, a fun thrift
experience, and some locally made donuts,
you'll find lots to love in Albion.

ers suggested a few places to me, my
partner and | did just that. It's best to
get to Albion early. In traditional small
town manner, much of Main Street
closes by 2 p.m.

We started our visit with breakfast at
Big Irene’s Little Diner. It's really cute
and serves up big dishes, lots of fresh
coffee and local, real maple syrup. I'm
a sucker for places with whimsy and
there was a black and white picture
of a goat with googly eyes attached
right next to our table — box checked!
I had blueberry pancakes with a side
of home fries and it made me do my
happy food dance. The service was
friendly and fantastic and | look for-
ward to going back in the future.

Next we moved on to One-Eighty
Consignment & Thrift Shoppe. Now,
if you know anything about me at
all, you know your girl loves a thrift
store. This place is packed with tidy,
well-curated finds. They know what
they have but the prices are fair

and there are treasures aplenty to
be found. It's two floors of fun with
literally something for everyone. |
snagged a North Face fleece for my
daughter and a Lands End jacket for
myself for just a buck apiece. | plan to
go back soon to check out the assort-
ment of vintage kitchen and glass-
ware. The real bonus though is that
the owner’s two dogs, who are fea-
tured in the store’s marketing, were
on-site behind the counter and greet-
ing shoppers during checkout.
Before we headed home, we
stopped at Albion Marketplace. The
former Shurfine was mentioned as
a can’t-miss place for “cronut” type
doughnuts from the in-store bakery —
they did not disappoint. But the big-
gest surprise at the marketplace was
that, as part of their redesign, they
are assembling a vast array of Asian
foods. We spent some time checking
out the truly huge variety of items and
took home some ginger drink pack-

ets and my new favorite condiment
obsession: mushroom soy sauce. We
enjoyed our morning out in the coun-
ty and | heartily suggest taking a drive
out soon as a peaceful respite from
the holiday bustle.

Big Irene’s Little Diner — 6 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
Tuesday through Sunday with fixed menu
dinner Fridays from 4 to 7 p.m. // 79 E.
State St., Albion

One-Eighty Consignment & Thrift
Shoppe — 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thursday
through Friday and 10 a.m to 4 p.m.
Saturdays // 10 E. State St., Albion

Albion Marketplace — 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
daily // 23 E. State St., Albion

Edwina is Erie’s (self-proclaimed) biggest
fan who loves being a tourist in our own
town. If you have an idea of something
new she should try you can email her at
edwina.capozziello@gmail.com
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Making a Small City Smaller: Mutual Aid and the Ongoing Attack on our Social Safety Net

Why our collective effort to lift up our neighbors builds community, saves lives in Erie

By: David Tamulonis

In a shocking report last month
by The New Yorker, the elimi-
nation of USAID by the now-de-
funct Department of Government
Efficiency (or DOGE, the Elon Musk
meme name for the department that
feels like it was founded seven life-
times ago already) has already con-
tributed to the deaths of hundreds
of thousands of people in what the
author Atul Gawande described as
“public man-made death.” While
USAID worked globally to address
completely avoidable plagues of
malnutrition, effectively dropping the
rates of malnutrition-related deaths
in some sub-Saharan African coun-
tries from over 20 percent to under
1 percent with simple interventions,
our own country is also facing com-
pletely avoidable crises of malnutri-
tion, hunger, and lack of access to
healthcare and necessary resources.
If the destruction of USAID taught us
anything, it's how important our so-
cial safety net really is to millions of
people, both here in America and
across the world.

Last month also saw a public melt-
down by Erie County Executive
Brenton Davis following his loss to
Christina Vogel, in which he decid-
ed to veto several changes to the
proposed county budget, some
approved unanimously by mem-
bers of County Council. Vetoes in-
cluded monies for the Human
Relations Commission, the Booker
T. Washington Center, the Martin
Luther King Jr. Center, and the
Urban Erie Community Development
Center. He also reduced the funds
for public safety grants and under-
funded the Pleasant Ridge Manor
senior care facility. Davis’ impact
on our county resources will thank-
fully be short-lived, but it lays bare
the most basic underlying principle
of MAGAnomics: the cruelty is the
point. All the hand-wringing over
culture war nonsense makes sense
when you recognize it for what it is: a
distraction from their main policy ob-
jective, which is to simply hurt peo-
ple who are not rich.

A little background on Brenton
Davis if you have been living under
arock in Erie for the past four years:
Christina Vogel beat Brenton Davis,

a3.LN8gI4LNOD

The folks behind the mutual aid group See You Next Tuesday helped install and stock a little free pantry outside of Ember + Forge cafe on Fourth and
State streets - full of donated food items from the community to help offset food insecurity for the neighbors in the downtown area.

a one-term incumbent Erie County
Executive, by nearly 20,000 votes,
an astonishing margin in Erie for a
political newcomer. Davis, who spent
energy in the primary to help Vogel
beat Perry Wood (thinking she would
be the weaker candidate to face in
the general), acted as though he had
this election in the bag. That makes
Vogel's victory so much more satis-
fying for Erie County voters and so
much more humiliating for Brenton
Davis. Vogel is an intelligent, hard-
working woman and | do not want
to take away from her achievements
and the campaign she ran against
him, but Brenton Davis lost this elec-
tion all by himself. He likely would
have lost to anyone. And that gives
us all a little bit of hope.

By most reasonable measures
used to analyze his tenure, Brenton
Davis was the worst Erie County
Executive in recent history. He be-
came embroiled in multiple lawsuits

over his budgets and his attempts
to block equity initiatives, includ-
ing suits by Erie County Council and
Diverse Erie, made claims about his
military record that were later chal-
lenged by local media and veter-
ans as misleading, messed around
with the county budget, cut fund-
ing across the board for necessary
county services like housing and se-
nior care, used county social media
as his personal political megaphone,
and a former girlfriend of Davis was
granted a temporary Protection from
Abuse order for her and two tempo-
rary Protections from Intimidation
orders for her two children, which a
judge later declined to extend. Most
times he opened his mouth, boiler-
plate MAGA copypasta or misogynis-
tic garbage would stream out. Over
the course of four years, he alien-
ated constituents, donors, partners,
colleagues, and others who wanted
to see the county succeed.

Gratefully, the people of Erie
County actually held him account-
able at the ballot box this November.

It was almost refreshing and kind
of quaint, in a small-town way, to
imagine people coming to their
senses and shaking off the MAGA
spell for long enough to give Davis
the boot. But we did it. And since
we did it, in the most purple coun-
ty in the most purple state, others
can certainly do it. And if others can
do it, maybe more dominoes will fall.
Accountability is back, baby!

Similar to the destruction of USAID
and other arms of our social safety
net by DOGE, Davis’ cuts were nev-
er about saving us taxpayers any
money (we’re still waiting on that
DOGE refund check, right?) they are
about manufacturing cruelty and
death where there once was a help-
ing hand. They are about dividing the
working class and weakening our po-
litical and financial power, reducing
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our ability to mount resistance. That,
both fortunately and unfortunately, is
where mutual aid can step in and lit-
erally save peoples’ lives.

While | am usually hesitant to ac-
cept a narrative of personal respon-
sibility for large problems that were
created by industrial capitalism (like
climate change), this is a situation
where the interventions of a few in-
dividuals can actually make a huge
difference for your neighbors. Erie
has seen several amazing examples
of mutual aid in the past year that
have filled in gaps left by the pause
in SNAP benefits, the rising costs of
healthcare, and the rapidly worsen-
ing housing crisis in our city. Mutual
aid, defined very broadly, is the vol-
untary, peer-to-peer exchange of
resources and services for mutual
benefit. It can take on many forms,
from food drives to the free sharing
of skills with others. It is the embod-
iment of Mr. Fred Rogers’ ethos (or

growing group of volunteers toward
several community service proj-
ects including the Little Free Pantry
at Ember+Forge and a water distri-
bution table in Perry Square during
this summer’s heat wave. Volunteers
have also helped out at several ini-
tiatives like the Pay-What-You-Can
markets and this Fall's Community
Dinner. See You Next Tuesday is
also committed to in-person month-
ly meetings where members of the
community can visit and share proj-
ects that require volunteer support.
If you're interested in joining See
You Next Tuesday and participating
in mutual aid projects in Erie, please
email seeyounexttuesday.erie@
gmail.com.

The in-person service projects also
fight back at the various distractions
lobbed our way through social media
echo chambers, where we tend to
spend much of our time these days.
It is much harder to see a neighbor

Mutual aid, defined very broadly, is the voluntary,
peer-to-peer exchange of resources and services
for mutual benefit. It can take on many forms, from
food drives to the free sharing of skills with others.
It is the embodiment of Mr. Fred Rogers’ ethos (or
God’s, if you're religious): help your neighbor.

God’s, if you're religious): help your
neighbor. One important takeaway
is that this aid takes place outside
of the traditional networks of aid like
government assistance or nonprofit
charity. Mutual aid operates on sol-
idarity and horizontal relationships,
whereas charity often creates a hi-
erarchy between giver and receiver.
Mutual aid assumes your neighbor
also has something to give you in
return, building long-term, resilient
communities instead of immedi-
ate, temporary relief. Many charities
could learn a lot from a model built
on solidarity and reciprocity in their
quests to create programming that
maintains the dignity of the popu-
lations they serve. Because of this,
the group in Erie spearheading a lot
of this work, See You Next Tuesday,
doesn’t have a leadership structure.
A group of concerned citizens in-
cluding Rie Witherow, Jessica Shultz,
Caleb Rechten, Starla Cochenour,
and several more have shepherded a

as your enemy on the manufactured
culture war battlefield if you spent
Saturday morning delivering aid to
free pantries with them. Coming to-
gether in person and working toward
a shared goal is great for building
strong social bonds across our com-
munity as well as helping boost your
mood and self-esteem. In an envi-
ronment this bleak, every little action
helps. Your anger and frustration are
best spent making good things hap-
pen in real life, not typing with your
thumbs. This holiday season, if you're
wondering how to give back, consid-
er getting involved in mutual aid proj-
ects. The work being done is not
only saving peoples’ lives, it is doing
so with dignity and respect for our
shared experience on this Earth.

David Tamulonis is a musician and ed-
ucator who works at Erie Downtown
Partnership managing community events
and activities in Downtown Erie. He can be
reached at davidtamulonis@gmail.com.
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LOVE OUR PIZZA?

Erie/Harborcreek Edinboro

6008 Knowledge Pkwy. 105 Erie St.
Erie, PA 16510 Edinboro, PA 16412

(814) 314-2799 (814) 734-7355

johnswildwoodpizza.com

MAY YOUR WELLNESS JOURNEY BE

Wyl Gyl

Prepare your heart for a healthier season. Let
LECOM Health be a guiding light on your path to
better health. Whether you need the expert care
of our hospitals, the specialized knowledge of
our clinical practices or rural health clinics, the
attentive and compassionate caregiving of our
behavioral health network, or our continuum of

services for seniors, you can depend on us.

LECOMHealth.com
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Take Your Beer For a Walk: A Festivus For the Rest of Us

An oaty stroll through mid-town ends with a singularly unique holiday tradition

By: Jeff McCullor

Ah, December. We made it! You
should celebrate with a frosty local
beer and a casual jaunt through our
fair city to continue taking full advan-
tage of our open container privileges.
We're going to double dip this month
and go for our usual guided walk
through town and end up at a cer-
tain venue hosting a marquee holiday
event. You could say it's a Festivus
miracle!

Alright, so grab your container, make
it open, and let’s begin at the corner
of West 12th and Sassafras streets,
home to the Erie Times-News since
1970. Erie’s lone full scale news pub-
lication enjoyed many a decade as
our town’s most comprehensive news
source publishing not one, but two
newspapers daily. The building was
once bustling with so many people
it felt like it may bust at the seams,
an environment that’s quite different
now. Cheers to you, hardworking folks
of the once-regal Erie Times-News!

Next let’s walk south along
Sassafras, under the railroad via-
duct that's been wonderfully paint-
ed by artists sponsored by Logistics
Plus. We want to end up at 1626 Sass,
home to Larry’s Central Market, a
third-generation neighborhood gro-
cer that's been in business at this lo-
cation since 1963. Larry’s arguably
makes some of the best sausages
in town and provides much-needed
grocery services for the Little Italy
neighborhood in which it resides. The
proper slogan “Nobody Beats Larry’s

Meat” (chuckle) is printed on t-shirts
inside the store and makes a great
Christmas gift. Cheers to you, Larry’s
Central Market!

From Larry’s corner, turn around in
place so you face due east. The cra-
zy-big plaza across the street once
held Erie’s first fully-enclosed shop-
ping mall, appropriately dubbed the
Erie Central Mall. Clever, huh? Opened
in 1963, it was part of an “urban re-
newal project” that included inviting
large chain retailers directly into the
urban core, an ironic departure from
our community’s current efforts of pri-
oritizing local shopping. Now the en-
tire building serves all sorts of tenants
and provides a great parking lot for
doing donuts in the winter (don’t get
busted!). Cheers to you, former Erie
Central Mall!

Next, let’'s walk around the block
shall we? Grab a few sips along the
way because we want to walk south
to West 18th Street, then east to
Peach Street, then north heading un-
der the second railroad viaduct of the
day. We want to end up at the corner
of West 14th and Peach streets, home
to The Brewerie at Union Station,
Erie’s original brewpub and home to
Festivus on Dec. 23.

From your vantage point at the cor-
ner, you'll see a series of tall windows
facing Griswold Park and behind those
windows is the Grand Concourse at
Union Station, home to Festivus 2025
on Dec. 23, where you'll enjoy a slew
of time-honored Seinfeld-based tra-
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Take your beer for a chilly walk with Jeff McCullor as he explores the Griswold area, eventually
ending up at the annual Festivus celebration happening on Dec. 23 at the Concourse at Union

Station.

ditions to make this holiday event un-
like any other. It's a perfect scenario
to either bring (or ditch) your family
before the holidays get into full swing.

In its 10th year, Festivus loads up
your dance card with local bands,
food, beer, and cocktails interspersed
through the programming featur-
ing: Feats of Strength, the Airing of
Grievances, and the time-honored
Festivus pole. Emceed by local co-
median Anthony Morelli, it's a time to
cut loose and enjoy a full night of pop
culture alongside great friends and
hilarity. Local bands include Eastern
Recluse, SANIS, and Vices, with food
from The Que Abides Pit Stop and
drinks from Erie Ale Works and The
Brewerie at Union Station. As usual,
Matt Lebowitz will host Seinfeld trivia
(study up on Season Three).

Oh, and one more thing is up the col-

lective sleeves of Erie Ale Works and
The Brewerie — a collaboration beer
to further enhance your celebratory
mood while partying with the rest of
us. A special India Pale Ale is in the
works and will be unveiled at Festivus.
Maybe you can take a pint of this IPA
for a walk some day?

Phew, that was a lot. Thanks for be-
ing cool and coming on a walk with
me, and be sure to check out the 10th
Annual Festivus!

Festivus takes place on Tuesday, Dec. 23
// 5 to 10 p.m. // The Concourse at Union
Station, 123 W. 14th St. // $12 in advance,
$15 at the door // For tickets and info:
eriealeworks.com

Jeff McCullor is the co-owner of Erie
Ale Works. He can be reached at jeff@
eriealeworks.com

WE ALL HAVE AN UMDERSTAMDIMG OF FROSTY AS A
MAGICAL ENTITY. THAT SAID, I THIMK IT'S TIME WE
COMSIDER THE IMPLICATIONS OF HIS TALE.

THE STORY WE MEED TO BE FOCUSIMNG OM IS A HAT
THAT BRIMGS THE INAMIMATE TO LIFE. FROSTY IS JUST
A SHOWMAN UNTIL THE HAT,

NOT REALLY WHAT I THOUGHT HE
MEANT BY "CHRISTMAS MUSIC sHOW!

n @iommyinicon

THROUSH LYRICAL MISDIRECTION, YOU WOULD BE LED
TO BELIEVE THIS IS A STORY ABOUT A SMOWMAM
GAIMIMNG SEMTIEMCE. BUT YOU'D BE MISTAKEM,

L R B L,

COMSIDER WHAT THIS MEAMS! DOES FROSTY HAVE A
SOUL? IF SO, DOES IT RESIDE IM THE SMOW, OR THE
HAT? IF YOU BUILD A SECOMD SMOWMAM AND PUT THE
HAT OM IT, WHAT HAPPENS? CAN THE HAT BRING
SCULPTURES MADE OF OTHER THIMGS TO LIFEI?

WAIT TIL HE 6ETS TO HIS
RUDOLPH TED TALK.

STY MELTS AMD THE HAT FALLS
THE PUDDLE, IS5 HE STILL ALIVE???
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The Reader Beat Monthly Recap

A summary of November meetings

By: Alana Sabol

The Reader Beat aims to cover city
and county council meetings as well
as other important government and
community-related meetings. The fol-
lowing is a summary of each meeting
for the month of November.

City Council Nov. 5: During public
comments, constituent Robert Takecs,
who uses a wheelchair, explained
that sidewalks are not being main-
tained well enough for him to be able
to use them. “l have been pulled over
by cops 24-7 for riding on the streets
in my wheelchair,” he said. “How can |
ride on the sidewalk when all the side-
walks are all broken up?” During re-
ports, Councilmember Jasmine Flores
advocated for better pedestrian ac-
cess in the city. “Getting pulled over
while trying to get around the city is
unacceptable,” Flores said.

An ordinance appropriating $25,000
from a Community Partnerships
Program Grant administered by the
PA Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources (DCNR) passed
unanimously.

County Council Nov. 6: Constituents
shared their thoughts on the upcom-
ing 2026 budget with the council.
Constituent Malcolm Pulliam request-
ed possible funding for body camer-
as. “l am hoping and praying that you
guys put that to action,” Pulliam said,
then referencing Marchello Woodard'’s
death by a parole officer. “This situ-
ation probably would be a closed
case deal if those two gentlemen had
on body cams.” In his report, Andre
Horton reflected on his past 12 years
on county council as he will now serve
on city council following his election
win. “Representation matters and to
be celebrated for being the first and
only person of color to ever be elected
to any county position in the 225 years
of the county is both humbling and sad
at the same time,” said Horton.

A resolution for the approval of a
$4,000 transfer of funds from the
Public Defender Budget to multiple
General Fund Budgets passed unani-
mously. Rock Copeland provided clar-
ity on this resolution, saying: “From
time to time in our various budgets
you have unspent money, that doesn’t
necessarily mean you didn’t invest in

those services or you weren't deliver-
ing those services. A lot of times you
can't fill every job so you have money
left over in a lot of different budgets.”

City Council Nov. 19: Speakers during
public comments encouraged the
council to consider a community po-
lice advisory board in light of the death
of Marchello Woodard. Since Woodard
was shot by a state parole officer in
July, no arrests or charges have been
made. Some constituents discussed
town halls happening throughout the
city to address inequalities among
community members, like No Hate
in Our State. Shateria Franklin, 40
Under 40 Class of 2023, founder of
Destiny of Our Daughters, and moth-
er of Marchello Woodard'’s youngest

"We hold positions of
power to make change,
not to make a name for
ourselves, not to build
our pockets up, but to
actually make change.”
— Shateria Franklin

son, spoke at the event at the Erie
Art Museum on Nov. 13. “She spoke
so clearly, so personally, and really
so generously, not just for herself but
for every person in this city and for
the need for transparency, account-
ability, and justice,” constituent Mimi
O’Conner said. “Throughout most of
her presentation she had tears run-
ning down her face.”

City council also held a public hear-
ing on a possible new residential
build in the West Bayfront neighbor-
hood during the meeting, at the re-
quest of the Planning Department
and recommendation of the Planning
Commission to consider a request for
Waterfront Conditional Use submit-
ted by MckErie Partners LP, for con-
struction of multiple-family dwellings,
consisting of two three-story build-
ings totaling 30 units, located on nine
consolidated vacant lots on the inter-
sections of Front, Short, and Myrtle

streets. Councilmember Flores ex-
pressed concern about the apart-
ment building potentially blocking
the view of the water for current resi-
dents in the area. Constituent Chanel
Caljean mentioned that Erie is a com-
munity-centric city but did not see
any shared community space on the
building’s grounds. Constituent Martha
Nwachukwu (Erie’s 40 Under 40 Class
of 2019) brought up the historical and
cultural significance of the neighbor-
hood for the BIPOC community and
encouraged the developers to con-
sider it in their planning.

County Council Nov. 20: During this
meeting, council passed the 2026
budget with some significant amend-
ments. Some constituents comment-
ed on those amendments, discussing
the lack of resources in lower east
side neighborhoods and low pay for
county employees. Constituent Jerry
Roberts highlighted the small por-
tion of the 2026 budget given to
the Diversity Equity and Inclusion
Commission (Diverse Erie) in the
amount of $500,000. He also dis-
cussed how the county failed to give
the commission the proposed sum of
$10 million when it was created in 2021
and to date the commission has only
received half of that funding. “Today,
Diverse Erie only received $5 million of
the $10 million that was promised. Erie
County declared racism as an emer-
gency crisis and it has not been treat-
ed as an emergency. I'm asking that
Diverse Erie, Erie’s Black Wall Street,
and community centers be fully fund-
ed.” Councilmember Andre Horton
echoed Roberts’ statements and stat-
ed that he would like to see the full
$10 million allocated to the commis-
sion in future budgets. “Equity and in-
clusion are very different things, and
clearly the BIPOC community hasn’t
been included in any investment; in
fact, our communities have been dis-
invested,” Horton said.

Council addressed the 2026 budget,
reviewed amendments, and approved
a .33-millage property tax increase in
order to balance the budget. They also
allocated funds to programs and or-
ganizations such as Diverse Erie, Erie
Black Wall Street, and voted to supply
body cameras to law enforcement and
probation departments.

Following the approval of the 2026
budget by council in a vote of 4-3,
with Bayle, Schauerman, and Winarski
voting no, County Executive Brenton
Davis vetoed over $1 million in fund-
ing for Diverse Erie, Erie’s Black Wall
Street, and more.

City Council Dec. 3: Public comments
addressed the resolution brought for-
ward by council to acknowledge the
death of Marchello Woodard and to
ask for updates regarding the sta-
tus of the investigation and to re-
lease information to the public to
the fullest extent permitted by law.
Constituent Shateria Franklin, moth-
er of Woodard’s youngest son, urged
council to pass the resolution, say-
ing: “We hold positions of power to
make change, not to make a name
for ourselves, not to build our pock-
ets up, but to actually make change.”
Constituent Susannah Faulkner sug-
gested that a member or members of
city council go to Harrisburg to meet
with Governor Josh Shapiro, who has
not responded to the letter Mayor Joe
Schember and council sent in July re-
garding Woodard'’s death. “You have
entry into rooms we do not,” Faulkner
said. During committee reports, Tyler
Titus committed to making the trip to
Harrisburg to meet with Shapiro.

The resolution requesting trans-
parency and timely public updates
regarding the death of Marchello
Woodard and the ongoing investi-
gation by the Erie County District
Attorney and the Pennsylvania Board
of Probation and Parole passed unan-
imously.

Coming up this month:
County Council: Dec. 9 at 6 p.m.
City Council: Dec. 17 at 6:30 p.m.
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Gem City Style: Year in Review

An interview with Kim Nguyen, owner of Sandcille Spa

By: Jessica Hunter

They say a lot can happen in a year.
For Kim Nguyen, the last 12 months
haven't just been about the passage
of time — they have been a lesson in
“sink or swim.”

As we look back on 2025 for our
Year in Review, few stories cap-
ture the spirit of evolution quite like
Nguyen’s. A little over a year ago, she
officially closed on the purchase of
SandCille Spa, transitioning from an
employee to the owner of one of Erie’s
staple beauty destinations.

But to understand the weight of this
milestone, you have to understand
where Nguyen comes from.

“| felt like | really gave up a good
portion of my twenties to work real-
ly hard, because that’s the culture,”
Nguyen says, reflecting on her early
years in the nail industry. “If you didn’t
work seven days a week, you weren't
a hard worker.”

That work ethic is in her DNA. Raised
by her father, a refugee from Vietnam
who lived in a camp in Hong Kong
before immigrating to the States -
first California, then Arlington and
Philadelphia, and eventually spend-
ing his summers in Erie. He built a life
on hustle and humility.

“My dad is a very humble, very con-
tent person,” she explains. But re-
cently, the magnitude of her success
hit home during a dinner at The Cork.
“We were sitting out on the patio, and
he looked at me straight-faced and
said, ‘Never in my life would | think
that when | moved to this country I'd
be sitting at this restaurant with you,
my daughter, paying for it.”

In Vietnamese culture, Nguyen
notes, there is a sentiment that true
prosperity is when you surpass your
parents. “You always want your kids
to be better than you. That was his
proudest moment.”

However, the road from hardwork-
ing daughter to “Boss Lady” wasn't
a straight line. After leaving her pre-
vious salon, she found herself at a
crossroads. Through the Erie grape-
vine, she connected with Rae Jean,
the previous owner of SandCille.

It started with coffee at Brew Ha
Ha. It wasn’t a formal interview, but
a meeting of minds. Rae saw poten-
tial in Nguyen, eventually renovating
a room at the spa specifically for her
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Jessica Hunter invited Kim Nguyén to her downtown studio where they discussed her family history, her work ethic, and her vision for the future of the spa.

acrylic work and mentoring her on the
business. When Rae announced she
was selling, Nguyen raised her hand.

“l didn’t even know what | was do-
ing,” Nguyen laughs. “I was just like,
‘Yeah!”

The reality check came swift-
ly. Nguyen originally planned to buy
the business with a partner, but he
bailed deep into the process. “l was
terrified,” she admits. “l didn’t know if
| could handle it on my own... But I'm
kind of a sink or swim person. | was al-
ready in this. | had to do this.”

One year later, she hasn’t just swum;
she is steering the ship.

While she admits the title of “own-
er” still feels surreal — partly because
she is still “in the field” taking clients
Monday through Friday — the changes
she has made speak volumes. She has
curated a team that feels like family,
hired a spa manager to help facilitate
growth, and shifted the atmosphere
to be more fun and relaxed.

“l just wanted to make it me,” she
says.

Part of that identity is ensuring cli-
ents leave feeling their best, especial-
ly as the long Erie winter settles in.
Nguyen points to the hydrafacial as a
seasonal essential, calling it “very hy-
drating and refreshing” — the perfect
antidote to dry winter air. For those
looking to decompress during the hol-
iday rush, massage therapy remains a
top recommendation.

But true to her roots in the indus-
try, Nguyen admits the classics are
still her personal favorite form of self-
care. Whether it's fresh manicures and
pedicures or detailed lash lifts and
brow laminations, the goal is for ev-
ery client to walk out feeling polished
and confident.

Looking toward the future of
SandCille, Nguyen would like her vi-
sion to shift from purely aesthetic to
holistic wellness. “l would really like to
get into the health portion of beauty,”
she reveals, dreaming up plans for an
infrared sauna and a focus on “clean
and green” products like the Pevonia
line currently used at the spa. It is a

philosophy she embodies in her own
life, too. When she needs to recharge,
Nguyen turns to hot yoga to maintain
a healthy mind-body connection. As
she puts it, “If you look good, you feel
good.”

For Nguyen, this year has been
about conquering fear. If she could
go back and give advice to the Kim
of one year ago, it would be simple:
“Don’t be so scared.”

As Erie heads into a new year,
Nguyen stands as a testament to the
power of taking the leap. She is no
longer just the hard worker grinding
seven days a week; she is the owner
creating a legacy of her own.

For more info on Sandcille Spa’s services
and products, visit sandcille.com

Gem City Style is a monthly column fea-
turing an intimate Q&A with someone
making a creative impact in Erie. If you or
someone you know would make a good
fit for a future Gem City Style, email jessi-
ca@eriereader.com
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Erie’s Year in Review: 1975

A look back at a monumental year in Erie, 50 years ago

By: Jonathan Burdick

Well, 1975 is coming to an end and,
boy, what a year it's been. The world
population has surpassed 4 billion, the
U.S. national debt reached a stagger-
ing $530 billion (can you believe it),
and unemployment peaked at 9 per-
cent in May (and has since barely
come down).

But hey, let’s start with the good
news. It was an exciting start of the
year for Pennsylvanians. In January,
the Pittsburgh Steelers defeated the
Minnesota Vikings to win their first
Super Bowl. Franco Harris earned MVP,
while quarterback Terry Bradshaw said
they won it for owner Art Rooney, the
“greatest man who ever walked.” In
baseball news, the Pirates won the
National League East once again,
the fifth time in six years, while the
Pittsburgh Penguins (who some spec-
ulated were relocating to Seattle) also
made the playoffs.

In the NBA, the Golden State Warriors
defeated the Washington Bullets, while
the American Basketball Association
(ABA) with those crazy three-point
shots looks like it’s off to an inter-
esting start this season - although
many here stopped paying attention
after Pittsburgh’s team folded in '72.
That Julius Erving is quite something
though. And how about that Thrilla in
Manila between Muhammad Ali and
Joe Frazier? You could watch it on
some cable TV channel called HBO,
but | was stuck hearing about it on the
radio the next morning.

Meanwhile in Erie, the Blades ice
hockey team debuted. Despite hav-
ing a strong team, attendance at the
Erie County Field House was consis-
tently weak. Even on free puck night,
only a dismal 741 showed up. Heck,
hockey teams in smaller cities aver-

In 1975, Gerald Ford was POTUS and
infamously pardoned Richard Nixon. He
was then primaried by Ronald Reagan, and
eventually replaced the following year by
incoming Democrat Jimmy Carter.

age 3,000. In a letter to the Erie Daily
Times, one Erieite scolded local sports
fans to “wake up” before the “title con-
tender” Blades packed up and moved
elsewhere.

There’s a few new shows every-
body’s been talking about around the
water cooler. Folks seem to really en-
joy Wheel of Fortune, but that whole
Saturday Night Live thing that the kids
seem to love? Some grown man pre-
tending to be Mighty Mouse? There’s
no way that show lasts. The Hollywood
Reporter thinks it's “lackluster” and in
need of an “immediate upgrading of
the comedy material.” The Jeffersons
is a pretty groovy spin-off to All in the
Family though, even if not everybody
thinks so. A recent column printed in
the Erie Daily Times said its portray-
al of interracial marriage on television
will only “fan the flame of hatred” and
set “integration back 10 years in one
night.”

The Academy Awards was hosted by
Bob Hope, Shirley MacLaine, Sammy
Davis Jr., and Frank Sinatra in April. The
Godfather Part Il was the clear favor-
ite from last year. This year had quite
a few good movies to enjoy, too: One
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, Dog Day
Afternoon, Rocky Horror Picture Show,
and Monty Python and the Holy Grail
—and then, of course, Jaws, from that
relative newcomer Steven Spielberg. In
the Times-News Weekender, our local
critic was impressed by Spielberg'’s di-
rection and the movie’s “uniformly ex-
cellent” performances, but added that
it “peaked too soon” and the second
act fell flat. | politely disagree.

Erie’s love of rock music was on full
display at the Erie County Fieldhouse
this year. Concerts included Aerosmith,
Rush, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Fleetwood Mac,
Three Dog Night, ZZ Top, KISS, Crosby
& Nash, and Johnny and June Carter
Cash. Sorry disco fans. You'll have to
get your dancing fix at Wooden Horse
Lounge or Gadsby’s.

Waldameer Park owner Paul Nelson
said the park had a very success-
ful 79th season with the best open-
ing in two decades. “For youngsters,
one word synonymous with ‘summer’ is
good old ‘Waldameer,” the newspaper
said. They had two new attractions for
kids: the Moon Walk and the Umbrella
Ride. For Elsa Herrick, 83, this was her
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The Millcreek Mall opened in Erie 50 years ago, in 1975, and eventually changed the economy of the
City of Erie and the look and feel of the Kearsarge area.

50th season working there and she
loves fondly recounting stories about
all of the pranks she and her cowork-
ers would play on each other back in
the day.

Then, of course, we have to dis-
cuss it: the absolutely exhausting top-
ic of politics. | know it's not polite to
discuss in public, but next year is a
presidential election and Gerald Ford
plans to run on the Republican ticket
again. He is being challenged by ac-
tor-turned-politician Ronald Reagan.
On the Democratic Party side, that
relatively unknown governor and pea-
nut farmer from Georgia Jimmy Carter
has been campaigning all year in an
already crowded primary field. Many
hope for Sen. Hubert Humphrey to run
again, but it seems more and more un-
likely. Whoever wins though is going to
have to deal with this recession and
the loss of over 2 million jobs these
past two years.

It's probably no surprise after the last
decade, but public trust in the govern-
ment has fallen to record lows. Under
Eisenhower, Kennedy, and, well, at
least the beginning of Johnson’s presi-
dency, nearly 75 percent of Americans
polled by Gallup said “they trust the
government to do what is right just
about always/most of the time.” Now,
that number hovers around 33 per-
cent.

Let’s be honest: the nation still hasn't
healed from Watergate — not to men-
tion the controversial pardoning of
Richard Nixon by President Ford last
year. Twice as many Americans op-

posed the pardon than supported it,
so it was no surprise then when Ford’s
approval rating tanked 21 points over-
night. While Nixon’s cronies are still
getting sentenced as part of the cov-
er-up, one seething letter-to-the-ed-
itor says the pardon proves Ford isn’t
a humble servant of God, but a hum-
ble servant of Nixon.

“We have always feared that there
was one law and scale of punishment
for the rich and powerful and a total-
ly different law and scale of punish-
ment for the poor and deprived,” the
letter continued. “Now President Ford
has proved it. ... His premature pardon
has destroyed any possibility of believ-
ing in the justice and fairness of the
law.” There were even two close-call
attempts on President Ford’s life this
year. Thankfully, he’s okay.

Then, of course, there is Vietnam.
In April, Saigon fell to the North
Viethamese Army. In 1965, only 25
percent of polled Americans felt it was
a mistake to send our troops there. By
1973, that had climbed to 60 percent.
For many, Saigon'’s fall was a painful
end to a war that divided the coun-
try and resulted in so much death and
suffering across Southeast Asia. Erie
itself had 40 young men who died in
the war.

Meanwhile, images of disabled and
struggling veterans being neglected
are still fresh in people’s minds while
there is also increasing pushback over
the acceptance of Vietnamese ref-
ugees, even ones already stateside.
Sen. George McGovern, a fervent op-
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FLEETWOOD
MAC

plus Special Guest

THE AMAZING

RHYTHM ACES
Thurs., October 16
7:30 p.m,

ERIE COUNTY FIELDHOUSE

¥ Tickets 55.50 advonce — 56,00 al door 8
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The Erie County Fieldhouse had a banner year
in 1975 when it hosted the likes of Aerosmith,
Rush, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Three Dog Night, ZZ
Top, KISS, Crosby & Nash, Johnny and June
Carter Cash, and, as mentioned in this ad in the
Erie Daily Times, Fleetwood Mac.

ponent to the war who'd lost the 1972
election to Nixon, argued that most
refugees left Vietnam in a premature
panic and should go back. “I fully be-
lieve it will be to the best interests of
the Vietnam refugees to return to their

own country,” he recently said. | won-
der if they feel the same way.

Here in Erie County, tensions have
been high between elected officials
of the city and Millcreek Township.
The source of contention? The open-
ing of the Millcreek Mall, one of the na-
tion’s largest indoor shopping malls. Its
opening has certainly enthralled some,
but it's concerned others. At a recent
meeting, Erie City Council proposed
annexing Millcreek Township. Of
course, township supervisors scoffed
at the idea.

“We've been considering annexing
the City of Erie, but we're not going to
do it because of their deficit,” quipped
Millcreek Supervisor Gerald Salisbury.

“The greatest thing that happened
was the opening of the Millcreek Mall,
which will start pouring tax money into
the township and county,” defended
Millcreek Supervisor Paul J. Martin. He
added that it will help Millcreek keep
a balanced budget and increase ser-
vices.

“It's ridiculous,” Millcreek Supervisor
J.R. Bricker said. “They’re just mad be-
cause we're growing and they’re not.”

City residents understandably worry

about the mall's economic impact on
downtown, but defenders insist it will
only be a secondary shopping area,
not a replacement. It doesn’'t boost
anybody’s confidence when we hear
the news of Marx Toys closing its Erie
plant by the end of the year and the
440 employees losing their jobs.

In July, around 60,000 state em-
ployees went on strike affecting ser-
vices across Erie. In the midst of tourist
season, Presque Isle State Park shut
down. Numerous liquor stores closed.
In one Erie office, only 30 of its 190
employees showed up. “Down with the
bourgeoisie, up with the peons,” one
striking PennDOT worker’s picket sign
said. While the strike only lasted a few
days before bargaining recommenced,
it's a big deal. This was the first major
strike by a union against a state gov-
ernment and it resulted in a pay raise
of 12 percent over the next three years
(as opposed to the 3.5 percent offered
in the governor’s budget proposal).

In August, Erie was shaken by the
horrific murder of 16-year-old Debbie
Gama. Then in November, the SS
Edmund Fitzgerald sank on Lake
Superior, killing all 29 aboard. While

it wasn't our lake, the tragedy hit too
close to home for many. One Erieite
had even toured the ship only a few
months prior, meeting some of the
crew. “The sinking forcibly reminds us
of the obvious — that the sea kills peo-
ple,” a joint statement released by the
unions of those who perished stated,
adding that folks must stop viewing
“sailing as a romanticized ideal, and to
begin thinking of it as a highly skilled,
difficult, and trying occupation per-
formed by persons who have homes
and families and loved ones, and who
seek life, not death.”

In other news, I've been reading this
new book written by this former English
teacher from Maine named Stephen
King. It's called Salem’s Lot. My friend
said his first book Carrie is disturbingly
enjoyable. | heard they're turning it into
a movie next year. Far out.

Well, 1975 has certainly been a mem-
orable and turbulent year here in Erie.
Who knows what 1976 — or the next 50
years — has in store?

Jonathan Burdick runs the public history
project Rust & Dirt. He can be reached at
jburdick@eriereader.com
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VINTAGE '

MARKETPLACE

Vintage & Antique |
| Multi -vendor co-op

Y e

Open 6 days a week
| Tue-Sun 11-5
EXTENDED HOLIDAY

HOURS UNTIL CHRISTMAS
SAT & SUN 9-5

| 2105 HERSHEY RD.
ERIE, PA 16509

Conveniently located off
Peach Street at the back I
entrance to Target!

I Contact us: |
814.520.5133 : call/text

@814VintageMarketplace I
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1020 Collective Hosts Third Annual Holiday Bazaar
Traditions solidify over local shopping on Gallery Night

BEGINNING FRIDAY, DEC. 12

Perhaps you've been to the Holiday
Bazaar at 1020 Collective in years
past, and if you're lucky enough to
have attended, you know that by de-
sign the bazaar takes place during
Gallery Night. This shrewd move
made by co-director Sarah Moody
encourages a tradition where local
entrepreneurs and artists connect
with a supportive community of holi-
day shoppers. Moody comments, “We
have many repeat vendors year after
year, so we are already seeing a tra-
dition happening in that regard.”
This will be the biggest bazaar yet,
featuring works from over 50 vendors
including Madison Rose Ceramics,
Book Forge, Shay’s Butta, The Nesting
Doll, and Rabiiit 3 by André Jones.
“We love supporting our local com-
munity full of wonderful artists, crafts
people, and entrepreneurs so we
thought we’d start a night bazaar
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during the holiday shopping rush to

give vendors and shoppers a fun op-

portunity to connect,” says Moody.
Additionally, this year’s attendees

The 1020 Collective will be hosting their third
annual Holiday Bazaar during the upcoming Erie
Art Museum Gallery Night, combining an art and
shopping experience.

will have a chance to participate in a
unique offering — the collaboratively
organized Psychic Parlor co-hosted
by Jena Rose Briceland aka Phoenix
Fern, an opportunity to connect with
healers and psychics. Located within
the second floor gallery, guests may
arrive to receive healing treatments
for themselves, or purchase gift cards
for sharing these services with loved
ones.

A full musical lineup along with fes-
tive libations and small bites for pur-
chase will be available during the
bazaar. Whether you're seeking to find
deeper meaning at the Psychic Parlor
or dancing while enjoying the galler-
ies, you're sure to support the creativ-
ity of the community while choosing
to shop small. — Erica Stewart

Friday, Dec. 12 from 5 to 10 p.m. and
Saturday, Dec. 13 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. //
// 1020 Collective, 1020 Holland St. // For
more info: 1020collective.com

See Frozen at the Erie Playhouse

For the first time in forever
CONTINUING FRIDAY, DEC. 12

The snow has already begun to fly in
earnest here in Erie, marking the start
of the winter season (in climate, if not
yet on the calendar). And while it's
cold out there, the Erie Playhouse is
capturing a wintry wonderland on its
stage, as one of the first community
theaters in the country to produce the
contemporary Disney classic musical
Frozen. According to the Playhouse’s
artistic director, as well as the director
and choreographer for this adaptation
Richard Davis, the theater is pulling
out all the stops to bring this magical
story to life.

“Disney musicals always require our
design team to push and stretch their
creative muscles,” he said. “A talking
snowman, a reindeer, multiple magical
transformations, and snow are only
the [tip of the] iceberg of challenges.”
Still, the creative and technical team,
which includes Ryan Ingram, assist-
ed by Crystal Corritore for costumes,
as well as Nico Lombardo, Brandon
Daugherty, and Rick Frendt for stage
design and props, has pooled their
collective genius to create visuals

which will leave audiences stunned
and delighted.

Complementing the visual aspect
of the show, Davis also praised the
musical element of the Playhouse’s
Frozen. “We have assembled [an] all-
star cast led by Playhouse veterans
Leah Johnson and Nicole Lossie as
Elsa and Anna,” he enthused. Along
with Robert Stepnowski (Kristoph)
in his Playhouse stage debut, Dylan
Vergotz (Hans), Kyle Filbeck (Olaf),
and Zeke Walker and John Flemming
(sharing the role of Sven), “the sound
of the cast” under the direction of mu-
sic coordinator Devon Yates (who also
leads the live orchestra) “is thrilling,”
according to Davis.

With tickets sure to sell out for many
of the performances, be sure to se-
cure your seat, take a break from the
holiday hustle and bustle, and “let it
go” for a few magical hours. — Cara
Suppa

Continuing weekends from Dec. 12
through Jan. 4 // 7:30 p.m. or 2 p.m. //
Erie Playhouse, 13 W. 10th St. // $19.40-
$30.40 // For tickets and info: erieplay-
house.org
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Join the cast of the Erie Playhouse’s production
of Frozen, running now through the beginning
of January. This is one of the first community
theater productions in the country of this
Disney musical, and the folks at the Playhouse
are pulling out all the stops to make it as
magical as possible.
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= NORTHWESTERN PENNSYLVANIA'S ARTS COUNCIL

e When the arts are threatened
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Walk with us. Give today.
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In-Person & Virtual Mental Health Therapy

areenZ ©ne (814) 734-0199

Professional Counseling

111 Walker Drive
Edinboro, PA 16412

www.greenzonecounseling.com

Anxiety « Trauma « Depression

EMDR« DBT « CBT « CBT

DONATE TO KAS

TODAVI Adult Social Group

For Individuals on the Autism Spectrum

A relaxed and supportive space to connect,
chat, play games, and make new friends!

“ EveryThursday
5:00-7:00 PM
¥ Location Varies

Sign up today at www.kaserieinc.org

Presented by Kaleidascope, Inc (KAS)
Everyone is welcome - Neurodivergent-friendly
environment
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PLAN YOUR NIGHT!
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NEW YEAR
NEW CLANSE

Stay tuned for the 2026 class schedule at Edinboro Market

KIDS IN THE KITCHEN

E This popular series of classes will be back in 2026!

RITCHEN SKILLS WITH CHEF RUSTY

Are you in love with the Cafe at Edinboro Market? |g
on’t miss a chance to learn from Chef Rusty! !
af L

#-"-r'. -
| FORAGING, FERMENTATION, SOURDOUGH &HI;}HJ _

We're exploring some of your favorites in 2026,
and adding a few new classes as well!

While you wait for a new class schedule to be released,
Stop by & try our new cafe menu!

Edinboro Market | 211 Mill Street | Edinboro, PA
(814) 266-2993 | edinboromarket@gmail.com | @EdinboroMarket
Open Tues-Fri: 9AM-6FPM | Sat: BAM-4PM | Sun: 9AM-2PM
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EXTRAVAGANZA

FRI 19
DEC
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM

DIRECTED BY DIANE HARDNER

DOORS OPEN AT 6:30 PM
TICKETS ON SALE NOW

1505 State St, Erie, PA 16501
814-616-PACA | paca1505.0rg
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EVENTS

Oh, What a Sight - It's Presque Isle Lights!

The holiday favorite sets sights on a new layout for 2025

CONTINUING FRIDAY, DEC. 12

This holiday season, pack everyone
in the car and bring the whole crew
down to Presque Isle to enjoy the park
after dark with Presque Isle Lights.
Now in its fifth year, the park is up-
dating their light displays for 2025 to
pack a bigger punch. Since weather
can play such a big part in accessibil-
ity on the roads, the drive through the
park will look a bit different this year.
“We decided to condense all of the
lights and displays to the front side
of the peninsula,” said Jon DeMarco,
executive director of Presque lIsle
Partnership. “This creates a brighter,
more concentrated experience and
helps ensure the displays remain ac-
cessible throughout the month.”
Rather than circling the entire pen-
insula, the tour route will now turn
around at the Duck Pond crossover
near Beach 8, where the road forms
a Y. However, visitors are still wel-
come to access the whole park, as
the Presque Isle Lighthouse (which is
not located on the official tour route)
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The Presque Isle Partnership invites Erieites to take a festive drive around the peninsula this holiday
season to enjoy their fifth annual installation of Presque Isle Lights.

will also be decorated.

The event is free to the public,
but donations are welcome to help
support the park’'s year-round ef-
forts. Donations can be made at the
Cookhouse Pavilion parking lot, locat-
ed in the Waterworks Area. For each
$5 donation, visitors will receive a
commemorative Presque Isle Lights
button and they can register for a
chance to win a $1,000 Country Fair
gas card.

The magic of the lights and displays
is second only to the magic of those
who help make the event possible:

“Presque Isle Lights is completely
volunteer-driven, and our volunteers
take tremendous pride in bringing it
all together,” said DeMarco. “I really
enjoy the time spent outdoors with
them — we share a lot of laughs, get
plenty of fresh air, and it's a great
reminder of how much community
spirit goes into making this happen.”
—Ally Kutz

Dusk to 9 p.m., Friday, Dec. 5 through
Sunday, Dec. 28 // Free to public, dona-
tions welcome // For more information,
visit discoverpi.com

Find Your Holiday Spirit with Erie’s Nutcracker Reimagined

Lake Erie Ballet's locally themed version of a Christmas classic returns to Warner Theatre

BEGINNING SATURDAY, DEC. 13

The Nutcracker Suite has been a hol-
iday tradition for generations. In Erie,
the first production was in 1957 by
Erie Civic Ballet (ECB) and began a
long history of Erieites celebrating the
season with a trip to the Warner to
see the ballet. And now, the Lake Erie
Ballet Company (LEBC) stages the
classic ballet with a local twist, bring-
ing dancers together from all over Erie
for the show through collaboration
with Corella Productions, Marguerite’s
Academy of Dance, NWPA Collegiate
Academy, and Sovereign Ballet.
Christina Maria, LEBC artistic direc-
tor and director of Sovereign Ballet
school, is at the helm for the produc-
tion and carries an impressive resume
and deep love for Erie. Beginning her
dance training in Detroit, Maria con-
tinued in Dallas, New York City, San
Francisco, and Boston before join-
ing Lake Erie Ballet as a professional
dancer in 1989. “l wasn’t born in Erie,
but | truly feel like an Erie native at
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heart,” says Maria. “Erie has shaped
my career, my family, and my artistic
vision, so in every way that matters,
this is home,” she adds.

The Lake Erie Ballet Company, along with
dancers from Corella Productions, Marguerite’s
Academy of Dance, NWPA Collegiate Academy,
and Sovereign Ballet bring the tradition of the
Nutcracker to the Warner Theatre this holiday
season.

“Our production of Erie’s Nutcracker
Reimagined keeps the tradition of the
classic ballet, but we bring the story
to life in a way that’'s more engaging...
with speaking roles, which no other
Nutcracker in the world includes,” ex-
plains Maria. “The spotlight is truly on
Erie — the show is filled with memora-
ble local historical elements and our
backdrop highlights recognizable Erie
landmarks, making the story feel both
timeless and connected to our com-
munity,” she adds.

If the world has you feeling a little
grinchy, an Erie-themed version of the
world’s most famous Christmas ballet,
at our own historic Warner Theatre,
may be the perfect way to get into the
holiday spirit. “It's a beautiful blend of
classic ballet, immersive storytelling,
and hometown pride,” explains Maria.
- Edwina Capozziello

Saturday, Dec. 13 at 7 p.m. and Sunday,
Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. // Warner Theatre, 811
State St. // $35-$55 // Tickets and info:
erieevents.com
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Benedictine
Peacemakers

Monastic Immersion

Do vou feel

a desire to make fdf'f R
the world better -

but feel unsure
where to start?

Do you want to
explore and
nurture your
spiritual life?

Spend a vear

living, growing,

and serving the

Erie community

alongside the

Benedictine

Sisters of Erie!

Open to women aged 21 - early 30s
College degree not required

Live at the monastery for the year
Room, board, and stipend provided

Apply today

at eriebenedictines.org
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ONLY
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EVENT
TICKETING

SELL TIX WITH US!

Visit tickets.eriereader.com
and get started today!

FOR EVENTS &
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Help your pet live
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EVENTS

Christmas Memories Celebrates 35 Years at Station Dinner Theatre

Holiday tradition blends laughs with meaning for a really big show

CONTINUING SATURDAY, DEC. 13

A local holiday tradition continues into
its 35th year with the Station Dinner
Theatre’s Christmas Memories.

This year, guests are treated to a
new retro revisioning of a 1950s va-
riety show. Follow your host Ned

Enjoy dinner and a show, holiday style, at the
Station Dinner Theatre this season as they
present their 35th year of Christmas Memories.

Sullivan as he hosts the Kraft Foods
Christmas Hour Special. In the style
of mid-century American television,
expect special “celebrity” guests
to appear. Keep an ear out for the
Harmony Singers — a mainstay of each
Christmas Memories production.

Guests will hear memorable rendi-
tions of “The Most Wonderful Time
of the Year,” “Baby It's Cold Outside,”
“Do You Hear What | Hear,” “Have
Yourself A Merry Little Christmas,”
and many more. These songs will be
intercut with comedy sketches, vin-
tage commercial parodies, and actual
“Letters to Santa” from children.

The generational cast includes
Seamus Clerkin, Richard Kress,
Karen Nasca, Adria Urbanowicz,
Paul Urbanowicz, and Rae Jean
Urbanowicz —and not only will they be
performing, but they will serve as the
waitstaff, delivering the audience’s

food completely in character.

Dinner is, of course, included with
the ticket, and features an appetiz-
er of homemade wedding soup, din-
ner of stuffed chicken breast, holiday
ham, au gratin potatoes, and green
beans, with a caramel apple crunch
for dessert.

While the sentiment has echoed
through the decades, the show has
seen dozens of variations. Whether
they’re stranded touring musicians,
old friends reconnecting, or a USO
tour performing a throwback per-
formance, the cast is filled with the
holiday spirit, always cognizant
of the true meaning of Christmas.
- Nick Warren

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m., Sundays at 2:30
p.m. through Dec. 21 // Station Dinner
Theatre, 4940 Peach St. // $31-$51 // For
Tickets and info: canterburyfeast.com

PACA Brings Yuletide Cheer with Holiday Extravaganza

Variety show promises a ho, ho, whole lot of fun

FRIDAY, DEC. 19

As the snow of December falls on Erie,
the Performing Arts Collective Alliance
(PACA) is warming up the stage with
their Holiday Extravaganza. Taking
the Flagship City approach to Carol
Burnett and Saturday Night Live,
PACA's variety show features a mix
of sketches, improv, and musical acts
from around Erie and the North Pole,
celebrating the season and raising
funds for renovations.

From sketches with music and po-
etry performances to dancing, tar-
ot reading, and drag performances,
there’s a wide range of acts for au-
diences to watch and participate in.
That energy makes it an exciting ex-
perience for performers and for audi-
ence members. “It brings the audience
in. With [music] you'’re singing to the
audience, but with improv you're
speaking directly to them,” Artistic
Director Ryan Dawley explained. “It's
going to be a lot of fun. It's something
different that we don’t do that often,
but | would like to do more with it.”

Musical performances include the
acapella stylings of Flagship City
Chorus and Beach Glass Quartet. For
the holidays, Director Diane Harder is

reviving The Sisters, a group of nuns
who lead the audience in carols in
their own comedic style. Stemming
from past productions of Nuncrackers
and Sister Act, the group got togeth-
er month after month to perform as
the Sister Act Dinner Club. “These are
the sisters of the Divine Instrument.
We've got Mother Mary Whack, Sister
Mary Shell (E) on keyboard, Sister
Mary Angel, Sister Mary Toot on the
French Horn, and Sister Mary Carol
Hypotenuse on the guitar. There will
be ‘Jingle Bells,” ‘Silent Night’ with a
French Horn solo, and ‘Go Tell It On
The Mountain,” with ridiculousness
happening throughout.”

The show is also the penultimate
fundraiser for Rise with PACA which
is in support of historic renovations to
the building, with Tom Hagen pledg-
ing to match up to $500,000 in dona-
tions to the theater. The organization
is still shy of that mark, but hopes the
community can help raise funding for
a new elevator and fifth-floor reno-
vations. “The current elevator is orig-
inal to the building with the old crank
and gate, and we're trying to make it
more accessible,” Dawley said. “The
fifth floor is a beautiful space. | want
to put another theater up there with
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Diane Harder will present a holiday-themed
variety show at PACA entitled Holiday
Extravaganza with elements of sketch comedy,
improv, and musical theater - helping to raise
funds for PACA’s continued efforts towards
building restorations and improvements.

footlights, artist’s studios, and places
for children’s performances. We want
to expand the art system for more cul-
tural opportunities. It’s just about sup-
porting the arts and the community.”

Cali's West will provide cater-
ing for the event, and audiences
can use PACA’s Flex Pass for $125,
which includes admission to eight
shows. For Hardner and Dawley, the
show’s theme is absolute inclusivi-
ty. “Come have an amazing time with
us, not just watch us have an amaz-
ing time. It's not just Christmas, that’s
why it's the Holiday Extravaganza.”
—Thomas Taylor

7:30 p.m. // PACA, 1505 State St. //
$17-$23 // For tickets and info: tickets.
eriereader.com
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A December to Remember!
\ at the expERIEnce Children’s Museum

Holiday Happy Hour
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a Story! T

The best stories
and events in
Erie, straight

to your inbox!
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847 Pittsburgh Ave
Erie, PA
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FULLY-EQUIPPED PRIVATE
LUXURY SUITES FOR LEASE

Call or text for a private tour
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Country Fair STACK: SAVE

~
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Join Club CITGO®! Download
the app and sign up.
GIFT
creo CARD

Buy a CITGO"® Gift Card

EVERY GAL

0

EVERY DAY

Vls” cou niryfa I rSio res' com I StGCk-sa ve *Unlimited 10¢ savings on C(ITG0® gift card. 3¢ savings on the Club CITGO® app up to 30 gallons. Offer only available at Country

1'0 qu r n mO re . Fair CITGO" locations. Offer available only through the Club CITGO* app. See Club CITGO® app for terms and conditions,
including the More Info section of the deal. Message and data rates may apply. Void where prohibited.

Enter your Alt ID, pay with your gift card
and save 13¢ on every gallon, every day.

YOU’'RE
NOT
ALONE IN
SPACE:

WE CAN
HELP!

U.S. CHILDREN AGES 2-8 HAVE
A MENTAL, BEHAVIORAL, OR
DEVELOPMENTAL CHALLENGE

Project LAUNCH helps families
catch concerns early so kids

. can get the support they need
www.ErieLAUNCH.org when it matters most.
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EVENTS

Have Your Pick at 2026: New Year’'s Events in Erie

Celebrate the New Year at one of these beloved Erie locations

BEGINNING WEDNESDAY, DEC. 31

The clock is counting down towards
2026 and good times are in store. As
we move away from 2025, we remem-
ber that the new year means new op-
portunities, new experiences, and
many memories to warm you on those
cold, winter days that make our drea-
ry Erie home.

Unsure of how you'd like to ring in
the new year? We have curated a list
of some of Erie’s beloved local busi-
nesses and the ways they’re plan-
ning to celebrate. This list is certainly
not exhaustive, we encourage you to
routinely check our free public online
events calendar on our website at
eriereader.com/calendar. — Cassandra

Gripp
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 31 EVENTS

Noon Year's Eve at the Blasco
Memorial Library

160 E. Front St. // 11 a.m. to noon

Don’t want to mess up your child’s
sleep schedule? Children and fami-
lies are welcome to ring in the new

year with a free, festive balloon drop
at noon, delicious snacks, and lots
of games in the Children’s Storytime
Room.

Noon Year’s Eve at The ExpERIEnce
Children’s Museum

420 French St. // 10 a.m. to noon and 2
p.m. to 5 p.m.

Balloons, bubbles, music, and more!
Guests are in for a “whirlwind of fun,”
including an 800-count balloon drop,
face painting, confetti slime, Fireworks
in a Jar, SINGO competitions, snacks,
and a juice box toast. Balloon drops
occur at both noon and 4 p.m. Tickets
are $15 per person, with an addition-
al 20 percent off for those with a mu-
seum membership.

Meet Me at Midnight // Splash
Lagoon Indoor Waterpark Resort
8091 Peach St. // 11 a.m. to midnight
Carrying on their tradition of over 15
years, Splash Lagoon welcomes the
family for a full day of fun, special ac-
tivities, event-exclusive merchandise,
and plenty of opportunities to “make
a splash” before 2026 arrives. Guests

Contributor Cassandra Gripp lines up a (mostly) comprehensive list of events and activities to attend,
ringing in the New Year in whatever way works best for your lifestyle. Kids events, parties, dinners,
champagne toasts, or First Day hikes — we've got them all!

can expect crafts, contests, kara-
oke, and more with the purchase of
their day pass, and even more unique
goodies with a “Swift 87" Overnight
Getaway package. Prices may vary
depending on the package purchased.

NYE Party & Prime Rib Buffet //
Peek’n Peak Resort
1405 Old Clymer Rd., Clymer, NY // 6
p.m. and 9 p.m.
Give in to the magic of Mardi
Gras with this year’s Midnight
Masquerade. With the purchase of an
event ticket, guests will be treated to
a delicious prime rib buffet, private
bar access, midnight munchies and
dessert stations, live entertainment
by DJ Josh with Sound Investment,
and a champagne toast at midnight.
Not interested in the party but still
hungry? The buffet will be open at
$82 per person. Prices may vary for
children.

New Year’'s Rockin’ Eve with Erie
Otters at the Erie Insurance Arena
809 French St. // 6 p.m.

Hockey fans of all ages are encour-
aged to come and cheer on the Erie
Otters as they take to the ice against
the Brantford Bulldogs. Tickets start
as low as $24.

New Year's Eve Party // Kellar's, A
Modern Magic and Comedy Club
1402 State St. // 7 p.m.

Laugh off those seasonal blues
with an “unforgettable” evening
of music, magic, and more! Over
complimentary appetizers and a
champagne toast, the night will fea-
ture Hidden Treasures: an Earth,
Wind, and Fire tribute band, magician
James Warren, and a stand-up com-
edy routine by Lisa Ann “The Glam
Ham.” Tickets are $50. The event is
limited to adults 21+ with valid ID.

New Year’'s with Come Back to
Earth // King’s Rook Club

1921 Peach St. // 8 p.m.

Join the King’s Rook Club as they
welcome a captivating performance
by Come Back to Earth, the world'’s
first Mac Miller tribute band. Joining
the band, party-goers can also enjoy
the musical stylings of well-known
jam band Eric Brewer and Friends,
The Regulators, and DJ Nitro. Tickets
starting at $17.

New Year's Eve with The Geek
Army // Presque Isle Downs &
Casino

8199 Perry Hwy. // 10 p.m. to 1T a.m.

Hit the jackpot and “rock in the New
Year” with the musical stylings of
multi-award winning cover band
The Geek Army. The event is free of
charge. Guests must be 21+ with a
valid ID.

New Year's Eve Party // BIGBAR

14 E. 10 St. // Bar opens at 11 a.m., cele-
bration in evening

Good food, good drinks, and good
times await at BIGBAR.

New Year's Eve Celebration //
Oliver’'s Rooftop and Beer Garden
130 E. Front St. // Opens at 11 a.m., cele-
bration in evening

Oliver’s will be staying open late to
celebrate the New Year. Be sure to
check their website throughout the
month for a dining experience wor-
thy of celebration.

New Year's Eve on the Bay //
Two45 Waterfront Grille

55 W. Bay Rd. // 5 p.m.

Located within the Sheraton Erie
Bayfront Hotel, Two45 is offering a
delicious four-course meal for two,
a bottle of champagne, and a late
checkout to those who purchase an
overnight package.

THURSDAY, JAN.1, NEW YEAR'S
DAY EVENTS

First Day Hike // Asbury Woods
4105 Asbury Rd. // 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Enjoy a free, refreshing, 1 to 2-mile
guided hike around the Asbury trails.
Guests are asked to dress accord-
ingly. Snowshoes may be neces-
sary depending on the weather.
Registration closes two hours be-
fore the hike.

Erie Runners Club New Year’s Day
5 Miler and 5K // Rotary Pavilion,
Presque Isle State Park

301 Peninsula Dr. // 10 a.m.

Start your New Year’s goals off on
the right sneaker with a jaunt on
Presque Isle with the Erie Runners
Club. Either a 5K or a more challeng-
ing 5-mile run ends with post-race
refreshments. Registration and a $23
fee is required.
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EVENTS

Centennial Hall's Winter Country Fest

Cold, cold heart
SATURDAY, JAN. 10

Saddle up and break out your denim
and cowboy hats because Centennial
Hall is getting a little bit country with
a cavalcade of local country-inspired
artists taking the stage for the Winter
Country Fest. The event is being
hosted by Erie’s latest country sen-
sation Ray & the County Kind, featur-
ing Ryan Ray (on lead vocals, fiddle,
mandolin, guitar, and harmonica) and
Tanner Edwards (on upright bass,
electric bass, and vocals) from Paper
Street, along with drummer extraordi-
naire Steve Barone and guitar virtuo-
so Jonathan Nolan.

“Ryan called me up to see if | knew
anyone who could play lead in an out-
law country band playing original ma-
terial. | asked him to send me some
of his songs. | liked the songs right
off the bat and offered myself as a
guitarist,” Nolan recalls. After form-
ing, they began to play around the
region and were able to record a five-
song EP called Courtesy of a Dirt Road
Vol.1 at GCR Audio in Buffalo. They
split their stage time doing a mix of
covers and originals, with some songs
reworked into country-ified versions,
giving a new sound to some familiar
tunes. Nolan stated, “We hear people
say they aren’t into country music, but
they are into us. | compare it to peo-
ple who like Johnny Cash and Willie,

but never go beyond that. We could
be a gateway band for some people.”

Joining the hoedown is Edinboro’s
own Mayflower Hill, known for their
ability to cover a wide array of pop-
ular country songs, along with some

"We hear people say they
aren't into country music,

but they are into us ... We
could be a gateway band

for some people."

- Jonathan Nolan of Ray &
the County Kind

rock and pop music as well. Opening
the evening is local singer-songwrit-
er Matt Texter who will be playing
with Little Red Engine, joining guitar-
ist Jim Zaahniser and bassist Tanner
Edwards, who is pulling double duty
that night. Whether you are into
the classics like Hank Williams and
Waylon Jennings, or modern outlaw
country acts like Sturgill Simpson and
Billy Strings, you will find something
at Centennial Hall to get your boots
scootin’. — Larry Wheaton

Doors at 6 p.m., music starts at 7 p.m. //
Centennial Hall, 145 W. 11th St. // $7 at
Door, $5 Advance // For tickets and info:
tickets.eriereader.com

The folks at Centennial Hall are going a little bit country in the New Year for their upcoming Winter
Country Fest featuring Ray & the County Kind along with locals Mayflower HIll and Matt Texter with

Little Red Engine.
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The Cathedral of St. Paul presents its
annual Lessons and Carols service, bringing
together choir, congregation, and community.

The program includes choral works such as
and
by Franz Biebl, along with carols.

A reception follows the service.

TIEEMIER 14 H D;ﬂ

AT 5.00P.M. BOOKS & COFFEE

frr the Liberty Plaza 3608 Liberty St. » Erie, PA 16508 »
www.wernerbooks.com

cathedralofstpaul.org

Proud to be Erie’s Community Bookstore

Spirited. Bold. Dynamic. Soulful. Vibrant. Alive. D
Experience the powerful sound of American music.

January 31 ¢ 7:30 PM

Get your tickets today! e

(814) 455-1375 - eriephil.org PHILHARMONIC
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Top Five Favorite Albums of 2025

Regular album reviewers share their favorites of the year

T PILE
N PEDIGD

For some people, the Erie Reader’s album review section is the first page they flip to when a new issue drops.
Our group of regular album reviewers represent a diverse range of tastes, genres, styles, and preferences and
it's always fun to get their take on the best albums of the year. In 2025, their picks range from indie darlings,
singer-songwriters, metal lords, super-hip hip-hop, and everything in between. There’s something for every-
one on this list and maybe you'll find your new favorite among them. Be sure to check the online version of this
article for a custom-made playlist featuring our reviewers’ favorite tracks from each of their selected albums.

Happy listening, Erie!

Julia Carden

1.Lorde // Virgin

Four years after her fourth release, Lorde dives into in-
trospective themes of gender, relationships, and find-
ing one’s place in the world. With glimmering synths,
intimate melodies, and zero features, it's unapologet-
ically Lorde —"a grown woman in a baby tee.”

2.Hayley Williams // Ego Death at a Bachelorette
Party

This independent project cements Williams’ artist-
ry beyond Paramore. Across 18 tracks, she deliv-
ers personal stories that feel both nostalgic and
modern, resonating with fans who have grown up
alongside her. She also jabs at Morgan Wallen with

the line: “I'll be the biggest star in the racist coun-
try singers’ bar.”

3.Bad Bunny // DeBI TiRAR M4S FOToS
Released on Jan. 5, on the eve of Dia de los Reyes,
this is a no-skip album packed with historical nods
and irresistibly catchy beats. Bad Bunny continues
to showcase his ability to blend culture, history,
and rhythm in a way that feels universal.

4. Mac Miller // Balloonerism

This album is a beautiful piece of musical story-
telling. The second half leans into Miller’s earlier,
reflective style, a contrast to the more polished
sound of his late career. It's reminiscent of
Watching Movies With The Sound Off, blending
smooth, jazzy beats with layered, textured produc-
tion. It's especially raw, with lyrics confronting loss
and addiction, highlighted by the standout line: “If |
die young, promise you'll smile at my funeral.” This
album stands as a true gift to fans; a posthumous
release handled with care and intention.

5. $uicideboy$ // THY KINGDOM COME

One of $uicideboy$’s strongest releases yet (im-
pressive given their 400+ song discography). The
boys embrace newfound themes of sobriety, reli-
gion, and transformation. Lines like “Rusted hope
can be cleaned and made into gold” resonate, and
stand out in the darkness of the horrorcore genre.

Nathaniel Clark

1. Jane Remover // Revengeseekerz

After multiple failed attempts to get their third
solo album off the ground, Jane Remover decid-
ed their best course of action would be to com-
bine the scraps into one project. The result is
Revengeseekerz: a dizzying array of pedal-lad-
en guitars, reverberated drum machines, and an
arcade’s worth of video game samples that form
one of the most singularly impressive projects of
the decade.

2. Quadeca // Vanisher, Horizon Scraper
Following up his afterlife-inspired sophomore ef-
fort, musical polymath Quadeca crafts his own
odyssey on Vanisher, Horizon Scraper. The excit-
ing mixture of orchestral flourishes and sparse in-
strumentation shines like the sun over the waves
ahead as the world opens up to you.

3. Clipse // Let God Sort Em Out

After a 16-year hiatus, sibling duo Clipse return to
the rap game with Let God Sort Em Out. With fre-
quent collaborator Pharell Williams on production,
the rappers craft not just the most biting hip-hop
project of the year, but also the best comeback re-
cord of the 2020s thus far.

4. Geese /| Getting Killed
Geese are the undeniable success story in rock
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Art Gallery + Gift Shop Since 1974
4]
w‘h Q;.a Paintings, photography,
(&) | U glass, jewelry, pottery & more.
== i)
10 E. 5th Street

Erie, PA 16507
www.glassgrowersgallery.com

814.453.3758 « staff@glassgrowersgallery.com

ERIE’S HIDDEN TREASURE

“If we don’t have it,
ou don’t need zt"’

Hardware « Paint « Plumbing
Propane « Electrical Supplies
Tools « Screen & Window Repair
Equipment Rentals « US Post Office

Over
135 years
of service
to Erie, PA! ¢

Binee TR ——————e

810 Parade St. « 814-453-4314

www.kraudeptstore.com
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30 « Saturday 9-1
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music in 2025. Further refining their craft on
Getting Killed, the Brooklynites sound in peak
form for their christening as modern rock royal-
ty. Now bow down accordingly.

5. Black Country, New Road // Forever Howlong
After a substantial lineup change in 2022, the
Cambridge art rock collective returned to the
studio with Forever Howlong. Sounding as ba-
roque as ever, the band reintroduces itself with
vigor and promise for more narrative excellence
to come.

Aaron Mook

1. Deafheaven // Lonely People

With Power

Modern blackgaze titans Deafheaven bounce
back from 20217’s divisive Infinite Granite with
their most accomplished and kaleidoscopic ef-
fort yet — thrashy, melodic, and as genre-defy-
ing as ever.

2. Deftones // Private Music

Y2K is back, and thanks to a new generation of
'90s-loving listeners, so are Deftones. Their first
album in five years, Private Music also proves
their most essential in over a decade, breath-
ing new life into the nu-metal pioneers’ beloved
catalog.

3. Alex G /| Headlights

As the once-DIY savant evolves into an indie su-
perstar, Alex G continues to mesh folk, shoegaze,
hyperpop, and more, all while reflecting on life
as a new father.

4. Chat Pile and Hayden Pedigo // In the Earth
Again

Semi-experimental Oklahoma sludge-metal mav-
ericks Chat Pile continue to expand their ominous
sound, this time into a beautiful, Americana-
adjacent hybrid featuring avant-garde guitarist
Hayden Pedigo.

5. Mac DeMarco // Guitar

Mac DeMarco'’s first traditional, non-instrumental
LP since 2019's Here Comes the Cowboy strips
nearly all of the bells and whistles to reveal a
subdued and shockingly introspective collection
from the veteran singer-songwriter.

Melissa Sullivan Shimek

1. Wet Leg // Moisturizer

It's a Friday in 1984. I'm at a slumber party with
Dale Bozzio and Su Tissue. They tell me boys
are intimidated by me while plucking my eye-
brows.

2. Dean Wareham // That’s the Price of Loving
Me

Feels and sounds as gentle and warm as walk-
ing into Mr. Rogers’ familiar living room from the
front porch to hear the fish tank bubbling soft-
ly in the corner.

3.Damon Locks // List of Demands

The spirit of Gil Scott Heron flowing and weav-
ing through CoFlow beats and Psychic TV sam-
ples. You'll never lose yourself enough to miss
the message.

4. Todd Snider // High, Lonesome, and Then
Some

Your cool older brother made some really bad
choices along the way but his easy insight was
always deep and wise. RIP Todd.

5. Nation of Language // Dance Called Memory
If there are wrinkles in time and the multiverse
is a potential - this is the alboum OMD, Human
League, and Depeche Mode would have released
if they hadn’t ended up so mainstream.

Nick Warren

1. Ryan Davis and the Roadhouse Band // New
Threats From The Soul

This slack-jawed, overly literate record is simply
the greatest synthesis of star-gazing alt-country
and navel-gazing indie rock there has ever been.
An anthemic testament for Rust Belt weirdos.

2. The Beths // Straight Line Was a Lie

There’s a rare shortage of artful sweetness in the
world, and this album is bursting with it. For this
heartwarming Kiwi quartet, | gleefully celebrate
their entire catalogue, with this as the pinnacle.

3. Mei Semones // Animaru

A singular and undeniable talent, Semones
makes intricate jazz guitar runs seem almost ef-
fortless. Blending a throwback bossa nova bop
with dream pop sensibilities, she switches be-
tween Japanese and English for an unforgetta-
ble sound.

4. Wednesday // Bleeds

Sometimes, the vibes are just right. This idiosyn-
cratic melange from bandleader Karly Hartzman
is luxury-built for angsty notebooks, channeling
‘90s alt in a way that makes sense in our awful
modern world.

5. Ezra Furman // Goodbye Small Head

One of the best songwriters of her generation,
Liz Furman harnesses the same spirited vitali-
ty she’s always had, reframed in a retro toy box
of warbly melodies that will stay in your head
for weeks.

Larry Wheaton

1. Viagra Boys // Viagr Aboys

There’s nothing soft about the Viagra Boys. On
their “sort of” self-titled album, they go hard with
a touch of punk and a sprinkle of indie rock, all
wrapped up in wry lyrics that you will find your-
self singing for the next week.

2. WITCH // Soglo
The pioneering 1970s Zambian psych-rock band
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are back with an album full of frenzied dance
songs. With traditional Zambian rhythms, psy-
chedelic guitar sounds, and catchy hooks, it’s
hard not to get your body moving while listen-
ing to it.

3. Osees /[ Abomination Revealed At Last

The Osees have released at least one album ev-
ery year since 2003 - they continue to bring their
unique brand of psych-punk for which their en-
ergetic live shows are known. This album should
be listened to at full volume so your neighbors
can also enjoy it.

4. El Michels Affair /| 24 Hr Sports

The latest solo release from producer Leon
Michels continues the soul jazz groove that’s got-
ten him work with the likes of Norah Jones and
the Wu Tang Clan. This funky yet laid-back mas-
terpiece is equally as perfect for a night in with
your loved one as it is as a soundtrack to a rau-
cous evening with friends.

5. Fishbone // Stockholm Syndrome

Ska, punk, funk, soul, and metal are all genres
that Fishbone have been known to weave be-
tween. On their first full-length album in 17 years,
they don’'t miss a beat. Sounds as wonderful and
weird as ever, all while holding a mirror to mod-
ern America.

Top Three Local Albums of 2025
The latest hits from Erie’s original musicians

Erie is never short on talent, and within our local
music scene that talent ranges wildly. From teen-
aged rockers, to hip-hoppers, to punks, metal-
heads, and everything in between - here are a
few can’t-miss albums from right here in the Gem
City. Hot tip: if you give a local album a listen, an
angel gets its wings.

Saturn to Brazil // Cosmic Tumblers

Passionate and beautiful, the debut record from
Erie’s Saturn to Brazil is a breath of fresh air. The
jazz combo offers up a lush selection of original
songs. These tracks are rife with funky, syncopat-
ed head melodies and exploratory improvisation,
artfully oscillating from frenetic madness to fine-
ly-tempered grooves. Each member of the talent-
ed ensemble (Stephen Trohoske, Mike Russo, Ken
“Stix” Thompson, Joel Hunt, and Dave Tamulonis)
is showcased in their own expressive ways, with
guest musicians entering the fold seamlessly and
with purpose. Dually experimental and danceable,
these jaunty, Latin-influenced cuts will stick with
listeners long after the needle rises. — Nick Warren

In Addendum // Sign Here
Erie’s latest and youngest band recently released
their debut full-length album. If you are looking

to be inspired to write your own music, look no
further, as the group (consisting of Louis Rullo
Johnston, Elliot Levy, Quinn Gould, and Lyric
Bankes) has a fresh energy, mixed with a deep
knowledge of their instruments. Along with their
rigorous practice schedule, In Addendum played
a lot of shows around town this year — be sure to
catch them in 2026 to see where they are taking
their vision. — Larry Wheaton

Brian the Fly // Messengers

I can’t write about Brian the Fly, stage name
of Mill Village singer-songwriter and produc-
er Brian Kinney, without disclosing that | also
record with him under the name Crooner. But
that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t trust me when |
call Messengers one of the best local albums of
the year. It's a kaleidoscopic but cohesive col-
lection of indie-rock about insecurity, familial
secrets, and queer romance, invoking the song-
writing of artists like Radiohead and Neil Young.
— Aaron Mook
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BOOKS

Year In Review: The Erie Reader Book Club
A year of books, coffee, and great company
By: Ally Kutz

2025 was the first full calendar year of the Erie Reader Book Club (after its April
2024 inception), so it only felt right to recap our year of reads at the end of a
year that helped define and solidify us as a book club.

But first, a bit about us: on the last Sunday of the month, we gather at Werner
Books & Coffee to discuss the monthly read. Each month, the chosen book is
based on the theme of that month’s Erie Reader issue. This format has allowed
us to branch out and read a wide array of books, all of which have led to great
discussions.

The club has seen its share of members who have come and gone as we've
progressed through the year, but you can always count on seeing some familiar
faces, such as the Vickies, Steve, Erin, and myself, amongst many others. You'll
often find Werner Books owners Kyle and Lauren joining in on the club’s meet-
ings, adding to the already intriguing discussions. We're always glad to add new
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members and perspectives to the group — we hope you'll join us!

January 2025: Salvage the Bones
by Jesmyn Ward // Best of Erie

Our Best of Erie issue inspires us to
select from books that have been
lauded for being the best in various
ways, so the selection of Salvage the
Bones was an easy choice after it won
the National Book Award in 2011. Best
described as “muscly and pulpy,” by
book club member AJ, the book takes
place in an impoverished community
in the Deep South during the disas-
trous Hurricane Katrina. The over-
all consensus was that the book was
extremely well-written, even though
some parts were unsettling. It was
obvious to all why it had won such a
prestigious award.

February 2025: Homegoing by Yaa
Gyasi // Black History Month

For our Black History Month pick,
Homegoing was one that was well-
liked and inspired a lot of discussion.
Taking place across multiple timelines
and following a family’s lineage from
the Black experience in Africa and the
U.S., the imagery and generational
themes throughout were deeply ex-
plored by the group. Member Victoria
even brought her own personal expe-
riences to the discussion with her fa-
milial ties to Africa.

March 2025: Kitchen Confidential
by Anthony Bourdain // The Food
Issue

Bourdain’s peek through the other
side of the kitchen door had the group
divided. The writing style is brash and
sarcastic, which is one of the reasons
those familiar with Bourdain loved it
while those unfamiliar didn’t enjoy it

as much. The discussion led to per-
sonal kitchen experiences, both in
the home and in restaurant-style set-
tings, with many bringing to the ta-
ble their own stories from throughout
the years.

April 2025: North Woods by Daniel
Mason // Earth Day

An absolute favorite of Managing
Editor Erin Phillips, North Woods was
selected for the Earth Day issue be-
cause of its overarching themes of the
effect of various natural occurrences -
climate change, invasive species, hu-
man interaction, and wildfires —on one
piece of land throughout the course
of American history. Many in the club
expressed difficulty getting into the
book (it begins in dialect, but quick-
ly moves on), but then weren’t able
to put it down. The storytelling style
was unique, with interesting charac-
ters and a message that many were
moved by when reading.

May 2025: Summer by Ali Smith //
Summer Preview

Ali Smith’'s Summer missed the mark
for some. With the meeting falling on
Memorial Day weekend, our atten-
dance was smaller than usual but a
good discussion about the book was
still had. Some struggled with the
formatting of the book, while others
didn’t connect with the storyline itself.
The difference in opinions allowed for
healthy discourse about the different
themes and storytelling style.

June 2025: Calypso by David
Sedaris // Pride Month

David Sedaris felt like a perfect choice
for this month. For the most part, ev-

eryone seemed to enjoy his writing.
Those unfamiliar with Sedaris found
it difficult to connect with the humor,
especially as it related to Sedaris’ fa-
ther. For those who were familiar with
Sedaris’ other books or his work on
NPR, it was a great read that inspired
a thoughtful discussion about the eth-
ics of writing about family members
and the exaggerations some authors
take in their writing.

July 2025: Tom Lake by Ann
Patchett // 40 Under 40

When selecting a book for our 40
Under 40 issue, we go with com-
ing-of-age stories. Tom Lake was an
excellent pick for this theme, as it re-
ally is multiple coming-of-age stories
happening at once. A family comes
together during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, with the mother sharing her
story while her daughters are each
experiencing their own transforma-
tive times. Many loved it, noting they
enjoyed the writing style as well as
the story-within-a-story aspect. The
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group made connections between
Tom Lake and the play Our Town
during the discussion.

August 2025: Self Made: Inspired
by the Life of Madam C.J. Walker by
A’Lelia Bundles // Erie Gives Day
Our smallest gathering this year cen-
tered around a famous philanthropist,
and with help from the folks at the Erie
Community Foundation, we landed on
Madam C.J. Walker. Although we all
agreed that Walker led an incredible
and inspiring life, we also agreed that
the book was dense, drawn out, and
unnecessarily detailed.

September 2025: The Heart is a
Lonely Hunter by Carson McCullors
/1 Back to School

Finding books on education itself
that aren’t textbooks can be difficult
- this year, we decided on a book in
which one of the main protagonists is
a child, and whose author was quite
young at the time of its publishing.
The club had a lengthy and deep dis-
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cussion about how each of the char-
acters factored into each other’s lives.
With the book’s main character being
deaf, Vickie W. also shared that her
uncle was also deaf, leading to dis-
cussion around her own personal ex-
periences and giving more insight into
the character.

October 2025: Weyward by Emilia
Hart // Halloween

The Halloween issue is always one
to look forward to, as is the book se-
lection. Unfortunately, the choice of
Emilia Hart's Weyward didn’t pack
as big of a punch as was hoped.
Consensus around the book was luke-
warm at best, with most finding the
writing mediocre. Discussion cen-
tered on the story of three women
from the same family and their con-
nection to the natural world, allowing
them to overcome situations of ex-
treme abuse. Many felt it was predict-
able and were overall indifferent to it.

November 2025: Home for the
Bewildered by Michelle Tobin //
Shop Local

Choosing a local author can be a bit
daunting - there are many great op-
tions to choose from, and making sure
we pick something that will appeal to
a wide audience is crucial. In Home
for the Bewildered, the story follows
a therapist in the 1970s and her pa-
tients, introducing us to people from
all walks of life and holding a mirror
onto the therapist’'s psyche. We had
a great surprise when the author at-
tended the meeting, creating a unique
experience that allowed us to not only
discuss the book, but to ask questions
and talk in-depth with her about her
writing and inspirations.

December 2025: The Snow Child by
Eowyn lvey // Year in Review Issue

With this, our Year in Review issue,
a lot of different themes can be ex-
plored. From wintry scenes to stories
of the past, The Snow Child embod-
ies a bit of each. Derived from the
Russian folk tale, the story is set in
1920s Alaska and follows a childless
older homesteading couple struggling
in the Alaskan wilderness, when the
sudden emergence of a young girl
from the woods changes their lives.

We will meet on Sunday, Jan. 4 at 1 p.m.
to discuss the novel, so stop by for a chat
about the book to see where the conver-
sation leads!

Top Five Films of 2025

Cinema offers a haven in a terrible year

By: Forest Taylor

The phrase “may you live in interesting times” rang disconcertingly true in 2025,
with every week seemingly presenting us with some new, unprecedented trag-
edy or scandal. For me, the cinema has been my refuge from this terrible year
- a consistent source of entertainment and enlightenment.

While it seems that streaming is often the preferred method for watching to-
day, there are more avenues than ever to catch great films, and | was able to
see incredible movies at local art collectives, university film clubs, independently
owned theaters, as well as the multiplex. | was even lucky enough to attend the
Toronto International Film Festival this year, something | hope to make a reg-
ular tradition. Though it doesn’t always feel like it, terrific works of cinema are
being produced in every corner of the globe. So here are my top five films re-

leased in 2025:

1. Sentimental Value

Joachim Trier’'s quiet family drama
proved to be the best film of 2025 and
the director’s best film yet. The sto-
ry of sisters Nora and Agnes (Renate
Reinsve and Inga Ibsdotter Lilleaas)
who must reexamine their complex
relationship with their famous film di-
rector father (Stellan Skarsgard) af-
ter he casts a young American actress
(Elle Fanning) for a role he original-
ly wrote for Nora is a powerful med-
itation on shared family trauma, the
myriad ways people deal with grief,
and how art can be used to preserve
the past.

Trier addresses these themes with
some ingenious editing and mise en
scéne, and it is all carried by four in-
credible performances, especially
Reinsve and Skarsgard. Trier brilliantly
displays how history, personal trage-
dy, art, people, places, and objects all
coalesce to tell a person’s story. And
when that person is gone, these frag-
ments of a life will endure.

2. It Was Just an Accident

For the last 15 years, Jafar Panahi
has been making films he technical-
ly wasn't legally allowed to make. At
the risk of imprisonment for supposed
“crimes against the Islamic State,”
Panahi has used increasingly clever
and creative ways to circumvent the
restrictions placed on him, and it all
culminates with this — easily his an-
griest film. The story of a group of
people who, by chance, come across
a man who may have been the gov-
ernment official who tortured them in
prison is a passionate cry against the
injustices of a theocratic regime. That
said, it also manages to be, at times,
darkly funny, and full of the empathy
and humanism so prevalent in Panahi's

works. That is, until we reach the end-
ing, one of the most nerve-wracking
in recent memory. Panahi's career has
shown us that no amount of author-
itarianism can ever silence great art.

3. Put Your Soul on Your Hand

and Walk

After the Oct. 7 Hamas attacks,
French-lranian filmmaker Sepideh
Farsi planned to travel to Gaza to
report on the situation firsthand.
Although denied entry, she met a
young Palestinian woman named
Fatima Hassouna, who offered to

give daily updates of her life to Farsi
via WhatsApp as things in Gaza be-
came increasingly dire. The result is
an incredible documentary detailing
life in a war zone and a chronicle of
one woman persevering through a
devastating situation with the help of
religious faith, dreams of a better fu-
ture, and the most radiant smile. It be-
comes so easy to ignore deaths when
they are presented as numbers on a
news ticker. Farsi and Hassouna be-
come chroniclers of a terrible hu-
manitarian crisis, accentuating the
true human cost of war all the way to
one of the most important films of the
year’s heartbreaking denouement.

4. Hamnet

Chloe Zhao's follow-up after getting
that Marvel money is a gorgeous-
ly shot, heart-rending adaptation of
Maggie O’Farrell's novel and her best
film yet. The plot centers on the love
and lives of William Shakespeare (Paul
Mescal) and his wife Agnes (Jessie
Buckley) before and after the trag-
ic death of their only son, inspiring

(Clockwise from top left) Sentimental Value /| It Was Just an Accident /| Hamnet || Twinless /| Put

Your Soul on Your Hand and Walk
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the creation of Shakespeare’s great-
FILMtionally devastating meditation
on how we process loss and how art
is used to express the complexity of
life (an interesting companion piece
to Sentimental Value). Full of beauti-
ful, sumptuous cinematography rem-
iniscent of a Terrence Malick film and
anchored by two of the most talented
young actors working today (especial-
ly Jessie Buckley in the performance of
a lifetime), Zhao's film is a tale of love
and loss, grief and redemption that
would make The Bard proud. The very
reason we go to the movies.

5. Twinless

James Sweeney'’s tale of love, friend-
ship, and betrayal was something |
decided to watch on a whim. To my
surprise, it turned out to be one of
the best films of the year. The sto-
ry of two men (Dylan O'Brien and di-
rector Sweeney) who meet at a twin
bereavement support group and then
form a seemingly unbreakable bond
takes us through the different ways
people deal with loss and heartbreak,
and examines the thin line between
intimacy and codependency. Telling

his tale out of order, Sweeney sets up
the close bond first, so when the oth-
er shoe drops, and a character’s true
motivations are revealed, it proves
just as shocking for the audience.

While it seems that streaming

is often the preferred method
for watching today, there are
more avenues than ever to catch
great films ... Though it doesn’t
always feel like it, terrific works
of cinema are being produced in
every corner of the globe.

That said, Sweeney never condemns
his characters, even at their most de-
spicable. The result is a film that is
funny, awkward, tragic, infuriating,
and oddly sweet. In other words, ach-
ingly, wonderfully human.

Honorable Mentions
Sorry, Baby

Eephus

One Battle After Another
Suspended Time
Eddington

|Fish thatTafk-5ox

CHRISTMAS MOVIES ARE
BONKERS THESE DAYS.

NEGATIVE WORLDS

"MARK THE HALLS WITH BONHERS PLOTLINES" BY NICK WARREN

WHILE THE AESTHETICS ARE GAUDY, THE
MUSIC 15 BORDERLINE CRIMINAL, AND
THE AUDIENCE PANDERING IS SHAMELESS,
THEY'RE BEAUTIFUL IN THEIR OWN COZY

WAY IF YOU JUST OFEN YOUR HFART._‘

—
YOU HAVE A SNOWFLAKE

ON YOUR CHEEK.

IF YOU'RE NOT A HALLMARK AFICIONADOD,
YOU MAY NOT BE COMPLETELY AWARE. THEY
ARE PIGGYBACKING ON THEIR OWN TROPES

AND LEAMING ON CONVENTION WELL BEYOND
THE GREETING CARD COMPANY.,

I'M STRANDED IN MY
SHALL-TOWN HOME.

THEY'RE THE NEW HORROR MOVIES
A COTTAGE INDUSTRY AND PIPLELINE
WITH ITS OWN BANKABLE STARS.
THEY'RE THE LAST SAFE PLACE FOR
FEATURE-LENGTH ROMANTIC COMEDIES.

~

L TRAVELED IN TIME.

'l fell you what happaned
inthr&& r&asons:

FOUL PLAYL

A, The pookespars knew he Was
too slow to sat the “delicious”
traats they laFtin a punpekin, so
they gave it fo the otters,

B, EX1STENTIAL DREAD
The arinding annul of living
inaBx Foot case in Erie PA,

C, CRUSHING SELF DOUBT!
ke freaced out about not
having the rest of his toss
and “up and diad” right tharel

B0
b TOH
ol e o e o)
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CROSSWORD

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 |11 12 |13
14 I 15 16
17 18
20 21 22
23 24 f
26 27 28
34 |35 |36 37 38 139
43 44 |45 46 47 |48 |49
50 51 52
56 58
59 60 61
62 63 I 64
Across 50. The most recent Bond 19. One who gets to cook-

1. Mag with quizzes

6. Honey structure

10. Obsolete tape players
14. Cymbals with a foot
pedal

15. Largest oceanic dol-
phin

16. "Hi" on the high seas
17. Certain Scottish girl's
lessons with designer Bill?
20. Worm work?

21. Feeling awful

22. Hits the mall

23. Long shocker

24. Gilbert & Sullivan's
"Princess _"

25. Equalize

26. Removes moisture
from a Great Lake's fast-
food side?

31. "Hamilton" creator
___-Manuel Miranda

32. Mooch in the "Mutts"
comic, e.g.

33. Org. that looks over
Heat and Thunder

34. Cereal holders

37. Ruin

38. Eleanor in a Beatles
song

40. Actress de Armas
41. Gained

42. Granola bit

43. Reached the tempera-
ture of some Greek vow-
els?

51."_ be a pleasure!"
52. Former "All Things
Considered" co-host
Shapiro

53. Catches, as fly balls
54. Raw material

55. Bowie rock genre

56. Nebulous area be-
tween a "Simpsons" bully
and the late MMA fight-
er Slice?

59. Stressed type (abbr.)
60. Jacob's twin brother,
in the Bible

61. Boston NHLer

62. It may be dominant
63. "Atlas Shrugged" au-
thor

64. Carbonated beverages
Down

1. Went after

2. More obsequious

3. "Okay to proceed?"

4. Zorro accessory

5. Post-fourth gtr. periods
6. Neck piece

7. Type of exam

8. Hosts

9. Rock band member
10. "Love! _!
Compassion!" (Terrence
McNally play-turned-film)
11. Lip issue

12. "Friends" friend

13. Part of PBS, for short
18. 46th U.S. President

ing

24. Egyptian goddess of
fertility

25. Shred

27. Letter-shaped pipe
28. Words of resignation
29. Recede

30. For example

34. Do some grocery work
35. Sean _ Lennon

36. Sentinel

37. "Switched-On Bach"
synthesizer

38. Night visit to the
fridge

39. Lance of the O.J. Trial
41. Feline feeler

42. ___ Bi-Flex (immune
support supplement
brand)

44. Fine for farming

45. Tapioca alternative
46. 1997 basketball film
that brought on sequels
47. Collection of Jewish
laws

48. "Lawrence of _"
(1962 epic)

49. Carly and Paul, for two
53. Locale

54. Qatar neighbor

55. Copter ancestor

56. Dublin dance

57. "This _ test"

58. Scale amts.

DEEP STAFFING CUTS AT THE FDA HAVE
LED TO A DRAMATIC DROP IN FOREIGN
FOOD SAFETY INSPECTIONS.

SOME THINK THIS I5 A GREAT IDEA.

WERE
JUST MAKING
THINGS MORE

EFFICIENT!

o

FINALLY GOVERNMENT
IS HELFING THE LITTLE
GUY —THE HARD-
WORKING FOODEORNE
PATHOGEN!

A

International
Listeria League

AMERICANS NEED TO TAKE
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY AND
BE SELF-RELIANT—BY PURCHASING
THEIR OWN FOOD-TESTING LABS!

—

ALL MY FRIENDS
HAVE ONE!

IT'S GOOD FOR HUMANITY, ACTUALLY!

WE'RE EUGENICALLY CREATING
A RACE OF SUPERHUMANS
WHO CAN EAT TOXINS!

I5 THAT You,
BOBBY JR?

SeRENSEN

B2025 Joen Sorensen -

Be a subscriber! jensorensen.com/subscribe
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BEST«ERIE

Welcome to the brand new Best of Erie 2025 Final Voting!

We want to hear from you, our Reader readers, about what is the latest and greatest in Erie.
Whether it’s Best Restaurant, Best Doctor, or even Best Dog Groomer, we want to hear what
people, places, and businesses make Erie so unique to YOU.

We've completely revamped and relaunched our Best of Erie voting for 2025! We've
streamlined and updated the process to make it easier to vote and make your business more
visible to the community.

Best of Erie final voting closes Monday, Dec. 15. We'll tabulate the results and announce the
winners in print and online on Thursday, Jan. 15.

Log in to bestof.eriereader.com and vote today!




