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From The Editors
In the running

Marathon season is in full stride, and 
whether or not you actually own a pair 
of running shoes, there is an upcoming 

race that is going to affect you. 
Humans aren’t built for speed — we rank many 

slots below cheetahs and just a peg above drome-
dary camels among land animals in terms of our 
maximum velocity (23.4 mph) — but we are built 
for endurance. Evolutionarily, this was to our ad-
vantage because we could track prey over long 
distances or outlast even some of the most tena-
cious predators giving chase to us, thus avoiding 
becoming prey ourselves. Stamina is in our DNA, 
the ever-beating compulsion to stay alive, to keep 
going.

A sense of direction, however, is often learned 
rather than inherited. Our missteps and all the 
resultant backtracking can precipitate the kind 
of  shortness of breath and dizziness usually re-
served for prescription drug warnings. Lest we 
unnecessarily exhaust ourselves, we ought to 
have a plan for where we are going and how and 
when we are going to get there. This applies to us 
not only individually, but also collectively.

Erie has been up-and-running for a good while 
now — it’s been over 200 years since its founding 
(1795) and 150 since its incorporation (1851). But as 
it’s aged, its issues and problems have begun to 
catch up to it. If our city hopes not to be devoured 
by them, it must become more nimble, more agile, 
and — as Democratic National Committee mem-
ber and contributing author Ian Murray advo-
cates — younger. 

Two of the bigger races that will determine 
where Northwest Pennsylvania will finish are 
the midterm elections for PA District 16 in the U.S. 
House of Representatives (which Democratic can-
didate might unseat incumbent Mike Kelly?) and 
2nd District in the State House (who will replace 
the retiring Flo Fabrizio?). Ben Speggen previews 
the names you will need to know for the upcom-
ing May 15 primaries. Can our leaders outpace vio-
lence and addiction, crumbling infrastructure and 
economic decline and devise an optimum route to 
cut them off dead in their tracks?

Although we may tire, although we may suffer 
through aches and cramps, we carry on. Take it 
from the Niemeyer sisters, who are physically 
participating in the Bali Hope Ultra Marathon 
to raise funding for underprivileged Indonesian 
schoolchildren — because without an education, 
anyone is destined to crumple. Or from Dominic 
DeCecco, a local musician who has returned to the 
stage with renewed vigor after temporarily losing 
his passion.

Yes, despite our faults, people keep running 
back — to live (as detailed in Liz Allen’s column), 
to start businesses (as did the Reader’s own edi-
tors-in-chief after a dalliance with San Diego), and 
even to make movies (John C. Lyons is hoping to 
make Erie a film destination with Unearth). 

We can get somewhere; we just have to step off 
the treadmill and put ourselves out there.
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Edinboro native and actress Allison McAtee peers out from her porch in a 
still from the proof of concept/pre-filmed scenes for Unearth.



4  |  Erie Reader  |  ErieReader.com April 25, 2018

Put your 
best foot 
forward

From learning to walk to running your first 
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A Tale of Two Races
Previewing the May 15 primaries

By: Ben Speggen

Two changes regarding two polit-
ical positions have made for two 
interesting races in Erie, Penn-

sylvania. A new sense of place perpetu-
ates one, the inevitability of a new face 
the other.

At the federal level, voters have some-
thing new to consider regarding PA-5-
no-more and PA-3-soon-to-be-PA-16 be-
cause of territorial shifts. At the state 
level, those casting ballots for the 2nd 
Legislative District in the Pennsylva-
nia House of Representatives won’t be 
able to re-install the man who’s occu-
pied that seat for the last 16 years.

News for both broke around the 
same time.

On Monday, Jan. 22, the Pennsylva-
nia State Supreme Court declared the 
state’s voting map unconstitutional, 
unfairly favoring Republicans. That 
decision came down after the League 
of Women Voters sued the Common-
wealth in June 2017 because the voting 
lines, last redrawn in 2011 following 
the 2010 Census, “[prevented] voters 
affiliated with the minority party from 
electing candidates of their choice,” 
according to the petition filed by the 
League of Women Voters last year.

While the new lines announced Feb. 

19 still favor Republicans, according to 
the Cook Political Report Partisan Vot-
er Index, the new map does give Dem-
ocratic voters a fairer shot at electing 
someone from their party. The new 
map directly affects Erie County as 
well.

Prior, both Mike Kelly and Glenn 
Thompson represented Erie County in 
the House of Representatives — Kelly 
in the western half (PA-3), Thompson 
in the eastern (PA-5). Now, Erie County 
has been made whole with Kelly — or 
one of three Democrats vying to oust 
him — representing the region come 
2019.

One week following the Pennsylva-
nia Supreme Court’s mandate to make 
Erie whole, State Representative Flo 
Fabrizio announced he would not be 
seeking a ninth term in the 2nd Dis-
trict. The 73-year old, who had been 
serving in that role since 2002 after a 
20-year tenure as Erie County clerk, 
had shared the news with the Erie 
community in April 2017 that he had 
been diagnosed with pancreatic can-
cer. Despite over the course of the last 
year maintaining his full congressio-
nal schedule while receiving treat-
ment, he concluded he did not want to 
seek re-election.

The clout and might of Fabrizio 

shouldn’t go unrecognized. He’s the 
elder statesman of the Erie Delega-
tion and during any trip to Harrisburg 
seeing him on the House Floor and 
throughout Harrisburg, it’s easy to rec-
ognize the political capital he’s built. 
While building bridges with other 
Reps and keeping open lines with the 
executive branch and beyond to better 
serve the nearly 13 million residents 
calling the Keystone State their home, 
he wears Erie as a proud badge. While 
the northwest corner of the state may 
be the region geographically the far-
thest from its capital, Fabrizio’s pres-
ence reminds everyone that Erie will 
be heard in Harrisburg.

While voters may get a new voice rep-
resenting them in the House in Wash-
ington — if one of three Democrats 
vying to emerge from the primaries 
bests twice-elected Butler, Pennsylva-
nia native Mike Kelly in the general 
election — Erie will have a new voice 
in the State House.

The lead-up to the former race has 
been relatively quiet. The latter, no so 
much (more on that in a bit).

Three Democrats — Erie lawyer Ron 
DiNicola, Farrell physician Robert 
Multari, and Butler lawyer Chris Rieg-
er — want to earn your vote and thus-
ly the opportunity to challenge Kelly 
come November.

The biggest (read: virtually only) 
news to break thus far (as of the filing 
time of this story) is DiNicola’s fund-
raising edge. Federal Election Com-
mission filings revealed that DiNicola’s 
contributions outpace Multari and 
Rieger $208,838 to $29,650 and $21,636, 
respectively.

Both DiNicola and Multari have sig-
nificantly self-funded their campaigns, 
DiNicola contributing 67 percent and 
Multari 99.5 percent.

Even collectively all three fall well 

short of Kelly’s $1.9 million — which 
shouldn’t come as a surprise given the 
seven-year incumbent’s connection to 
the GOP machine.

But whoever emerges the morning 
after May 16 after all of the ballots 
have been counted will need — and 
likely will receive — strong backing 
and support from the Democratic Na-
tional Committee in hopes of turning 
PA-16 from potentially swingable to a 
fully swung seat in the 2018 midterms.

Ten years ago, President Barack 
Obama became the 44th President of 
the United States. But if you haven’t 
been taking up residence under a rock, 
you likely knew that.

Just two years later, Erie lost its repre-
sentative (Democrat Kathy Dahlkem-
per, who since has won back-to-back 
bids to serve as Erie County Executive) 
for PA-3 in the 2010 midterm elections. 
But if you’ve been in Erie and haven’t 
been taking up residence under a rock, 
you likely knew that, too.

But it’s important to remember this 
given that Democrats, who haven’t 
held a majority in the House since 2011, 
will be looking to gain control of the 
116th Congress by claiming 24 seats 
this year. As of April 11, more than 40 
House Republicans have announced 
they’ll retire or run for another seat 
or won’t seek re-election. On top of 
that, victories in special elections, like 
Democrat Doug Jones over Republi-
can Roy Moore for Senate representa-
tion in Alabama and Democrat Conor 
Lamb over Republican Rick Saccone 
for PA House 12, suggest that like the 
midterms of 2010 during Obama’s first 
term, the 2018 midterms will be reac-
tionary, swinging the pendulum from 
the right to the left.

DiNicola isn’t a stranger to this race 
in particular. He came within just two 
percentage points of Republican Phil 
English in 1996 for a bid to represent 
then PA-3.

Rieger has more recent campaign ex-
perience, but that also ended in a loss. 
In 2016, Rieger ran unopposed in the PA 
House 12th District primary, but lost to 
Republican incumbent Daryl Metcalfe, 
who notched 68 percent of the vote.

Multari is the self-identified dark 
horse of the race. In a Facebook post 
on Friday, April 20, he channeled his in-
ner Ringo Starr, writing: “I’m confident 
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The May 15 primaries feature two races 
with significant implications for the 
future of Erie County. At the federal level, 
Democrats Ron DiNicola, Dr. Robert Multari, 
and Chris Rieger will have the opportunity 
to challenge incumbent Republican Mike 
Kelly for District PA-16 in the U.S. House of 
Representatives in November. At the state 
level, two candidates for the 2nd District in 
the PA House will emerge from a field that 
includes Democrats Jay Breneman, Bob 
Merski, and Rick Filippi and Republicans 
Laban Marsh and Timothy P. Kuzma.



we will win with a little help from my 
friends.” Sixteen hours later, the post 
had been shared nine times and liked 
22.

Trying to draw distinctions from 
Kelly’s brand of politics — which, if 
one is familiar with Kelly and is famil-
iar with Democrats sticking to core 
party philosophies, isn’t hard to do or 
to even surmise — the Democrats are 
emphasizing their willingness to meet 
in-person with voters and hold public 
meetings throughout the district.

Kelly, who has favored tele-town hall 
meetings over in-person meetings, 
calling them the “easiest and safest 
way,” citing one’s ability to enjoy “[sit-
ting] at the kitchen table with a cup of 
coffee and a clean restroom nearby,” 
initially rejected the request from Erie 
students to meet publicly at a town 
hall to discuss gun control laws in the 
wake of the mass shooting at a Marjo-
ry Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Florida that left 17 dead. The 
coalition had agreed to meet with Kel-
ly privately.

But on Saturday, April 21, Kelly 
changed his plans. A spokesman for 
Kelly told the Erie Times-News that 
Kelly would meet publicly “as long as 
[the town hall] is for the students and 
by the students and is not at all par-
tisan.”

Prior, the spokesman for Kelly told 
Erie Times-News: “A private in-person 
meeting between the students and the 
congressman will allow for a much 
more constructive conversation.”   

All three of the Democratic candi-
dates had said they would meet pub-
licly with the students, citing the need 
for broader public dialogue. It’s not 
hard to wonder whether the Dems’ 
willingness to meet affected Kelly’s 
plans. For context: Kelly’s last public 
town hall in Erie was held in August 
2015 on veterans’ issues.

As we march closer to May 15, excite-
ment will likely build. And one can as-
sume that the campaigns will become 
more vocal and will look for opportu-
nities to draw distinctions without 
straying too far from the party’s core 
base. Given DiNicola’s direct connec-
tion to Erie, it’s easy to project him as 
the top vote-getter in his own back-
yard. However, Rieger is working to 
make his presence known, perhaps in 
an effort not to be seen as another guy 
from Butler who doesn’t travel north 
of I-80 all that often.

The race for PA House 2nd District, 

on the other hand, is different from 
the PA-16 race in two ways: All three 
candidates are familiar to Erie voters, 
and it certainly hasn’t been a quiet 
race thus far.

Three Democrats — former Erie 
County Councilman Jay Breneman, 
former Erie Mayor Rick Filippi, and 
Erie City Councilman Bob Merski — 
want to earn your vote and thusly the 
opportunity to challenge one of two 
Republicans — Laban Marsh or Timo-
thy P. Kuzma, both real estate agents 
— seeking the seat.

This race marks Marsh’s first bid 
for public office. Kuzma unsuccess-
fully ran a write-in campaign for Erie 
School Director. Aside from reports 
(which also mentioned Filippi) that 
Marsh owes back-taxes on various 
properties, which he (and Filippi) cited 
as not uncommon for real estate devel-
opers and have individually pledged 
to pay, things have been quiet on the 
GOP-face of the coin.

Filippi, despite having been the only 
candidate to have held office as Erie’s 
mayor, isn’t the only candidate with a 
mayoral connection in the race. Both 
Merski and Breneman sought the of-
fice in 2017, coming in second and third, 
respectively, to top-vote getter in the 
primary Joe Schember, who went on 
to defeat Republican challenger John 
Persinger, who’s since been named 
CEO of the Erie Downtown Develop-
ment Corporation.

Breneman has faced two challenges 
to his bid to become the next PA House 
Representative serving the 2nd Dis-
trict. And this is where the race starts 
to get interesting.

First, in March, Democrats Maureen 
and Daniel Cephas filed the challenge 
to Breneman’s nomination petitions, 
citing a dearth of valid signatures to 
qualify him to be on the May 15 bal-
lot. On April 10, Commonwealth Court 
Judge Patricia McCullough struck 
down the challenge and cleared Bren-
eman’s petitions as ballot-ready.

Two days later, seven Democrats, 
all residing in the city of Erie, signed 
on as petitioners to challenge Brene-
man’s campaign finance reports filed 
after his unsuccessful bid to become 
Erie’s next mayor. City Councilman 
Mel Witherspoon, Tina M. Thomas, 
Marcia A. Tome, Lucille A. Eberlein, 
Jason Gianoni, Jason Figurski, and 
Daryn Bailey — represented by Sha-
ron, Pennsylvania-based lawyer Ryan 
A. Mergl — filed the petition in Erie 

County Common Pleas Court on the 
grounds that Breneman failed to re-
port $29,000 in campaign expenses 
and contributions.

Witherspoon, who has publicly of-
fered his support to his fellow City 
Councilman Merski, serves of the 
board of the Greater Erie Economic De-
velopment Corporation, which rents 
office space at the GECAC (Greater 
Erie Community Action Committee). 
GECAC lost its tax-exempt status af-
ter Breneman, during his last days on 
Council, raised concerns over how the 
two nonprofits spent County funding. 
Witherspoon has also yet to comment 
on who requested his signature as a 
petitioner.

Breneman has publicly called out 
Merski for his involvement in both the 
challenge to his nomination petitions 
and his campaign finance reports.

“No more games, Bob. Stop the mud-
slinging. Stop the games. Stop pre-
tending you and your campaign are 
not involved,” Breneman wrote on 
Twitter. “I’ll be on the high road, and 
there is plenty of room on that road 
for you too.”

Merski responded on Facebook:
“Setting the record straight ≠ mud-

slinging. Especially when information 
is public.

Let me be clear. I attacked no one. 
Nothing I’ve said is untrue.

Blaming me for issues that have 
nothing to do with me or my campaign 
only serves to distract you and does 
not account for or explain missing po-
litical funds or unpaid taxes.

The citizens of Pennsylvania deserve 
integrity and accountability from 
their elected officials and candidates. 
It’s hypocrisy to call out others and de-
mand of others what we don’t exhibit 
ourselves.”

The back-and-forth between Brene-
man and Merski on social media plat-
forms can be parsed and picked apart 
endlessly. Has mud been slung? Did 
Merski admit to involvement by stat-
ing that setting a record straight does 
not equal mudsling? What games is 
Breneman referencing?

All of that remains unclear. What 
is clear is that this news is drawing 
attention — a lot of attention. Even 
attention from notable names in the 
Democratic Party.

Northwest Democratic Caucus 
Chairman Ian Murray told Jet 24 the 
claims of the petitioners have “no mer-
it,” adding, “They have no place in the 

public dialogue in terms of this race 
for this legislative seat.”

Murray also weighed in, albeit more 
informally, on Merski’s Facebook post:

“Omg the petition challenge was 
pure garbage the judge agreed who 
ever hired that high priced hired gun 
from Philadelphia should be ashamed 
of themselves the only people that 
committed perjury were the idiots 
that filed the petition challenge. The 
two individuals that circulated the 
petitions where Honorable respect-
ful itIt [sic] disgusts me that individ-
uals that I had respect for are acting 
so petty and childish they should be 
ashamed of themselves.” [sic]

Democrat representing the 3rd Dis-
trict in the Pennsylvania House Ryan 
Bizzarro, who’s come to Merski’s de-
fense elsewhere in the same post, re-
sponded to Murray:

“Coming from you, the guy who 
wouldn’t have even made it on the 
ballot without people helping you be-
cause you were too damn lazy to get 
your own signatures and therefore, 
had random people signing the back 
of your petitions even though they 
didn’t really circulate them. Give me a 
break, Ian. Go away. You’re an embar-
rassment to this party, your profes-
sion and you’re embarrassing yourself. 
You’re doing whatever you can to re-
main relevant. You’ve lost the respect 
and help of those who have stood by 
you. People have only kept you around 
because they felt sorry for you. Those 
days are over. You have no friends 
here.”

It should be noted that both posts 
have been edited, according to Face-
book.

Why? Not the editing, but the back 
and forth. Why the involvement — at 
these levels — from party stalwarts?

One may assume — amongst many 
things — that it’s because of both 
how much this seat and its successor 
will matter to the region (hearkening 
back to the departure of Fabrizio, who 
it should be noted has offered his sup-
port to Merski) and how much a victo-
ry for his seat means for both Brene-
man and Merski.

Sure, it matters, too, for Filippi, who, 
while serving as Erie’s mayor, battled 
state prosecutor allegations of using 
his position as mayor to broker real es-
tate deals near the then-proposed $80 
million lakefront gambling enterprise. 
Those allegations arose prior to 2005’s 
primary election, and although Filip-
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 HALF OFF first month’s rent!
 Beautiful country setting
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Rick Liebel, Director of

Development & Marketing
814 452 3427 Extension 103
rliebel@erieartsandculture.org
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pi was acquitted of all charges facing 
him, the publicity the case drew may 
have been a factor in the 2005 election. 
Regardless, Filippi has remained rela-
tively quiet, politically, aside from au-
thoring an occasional column for the 
Reader.

In a sense, this is the culmination of 
the rebuilding and rebranding of Filip-
pi in the political arena.

Breneman and Merski, however, 
are both fresh off the heels of having 
lost their 2017 mayoral bids. Both are 
young, hungry for office, and want to 
serve the Erie region.

But a loss on top of a loss could be a 
nail in the political coffin of either can-
didate, especially if one finishes last 
in the race. A big loss after a big loss 
doesn’t build confidence in candidates 
or electors.

So it makes sense why there’s close 
attention to the details — like Brene-
man’s nomination petitions and cam-
paign finance reports of last year. Too, 
it makes sense that people like Biz-
zarro and Murray are so vehemently 
speaking out.

This could be the last run for whoev-
er doesn’t emerge victorious in the pri-
mary — with plenty of road left ahead 
to November — Filippi included. The 
apparent commonality amongst all 
three Democrats: None want to go qui-
etly into that good night. But along the 
short road to May 15, whether or not 
the challenges and conspiracies con-
tinue will be telling. What will be more 
telling is whether the turnout will be 
higher than that of the mayoral elec-
tion — a race heralded by many as the 
most important in Erie’s history.

The attraction of PA-16 and the po-
tential midterm flip in November for 
Democrats and the desire to ensure 
that their candidate of choice makes it 
to the next round to go toe-to-toe with 
Kelly may drive more voters to polls 
than otherwise expected. And the 
noise in Erie, Pennsylvania may only 
get louder from here on out.

Ben Speggen can be reached 
at bSpeggen@ErieReader.
com and you can follow him 
on Twitter @BenSpeggen.
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Erie Day School’s 

 
 Your child can express their  

creativity, learn a new skill, or  
participate in an athletic experience!  

 

June 11 through August 24th 
 

A sampling of the  
Summer Camp  

selections for children  
ages 6 to 13: 
Baking Boot Camp 

Sloppier Science 
SPARK(Sports, Play and Active Recreation for Kids) 

STEM Series (robotics, web and video game development) 
Bricks 4 Kidz 

 

Daily Summer Education 
Programs for children  

Preschool—Grade 5 
 

Costs vary depending on program. 
Every session is held on campus at  

Erie Day School, 1372 West Sixth Street. 
 

Download the full brochure at 
www.eriedayschool.com 

Spring Concert
Saturday, May 5 @ 3:00PM
Cole Auditorium, Edinboro University
$5 Adults, $3 Students & Seniors, $10 Family
Tickets may be purchased at the door

Spring Ensembles concert
Thursday, May 3@ 7:00PM
Hirt Auditorium, Blasco Library
FREE ADMISSION

(814) 323-8222     eriephil.org/jr-phil

COME PLAY WITH US!
New members welcome for our

Summer Music Camp

UNION SQUARE
TOWNHOMES

1205 Peach Street, Erie, PA
Walk to shops, dining,
entertainment, parks,

& more!

5 Available
In the $200’s

1600-2200 sq ft
412.231.4444

unionsquaretownhomes.com
A Fourth River

Development property

BETTER
DOWNTOWN LIVING

RHEUMATOLOGIST
NEEDED

Arthritis Associates of
Erie, LLP seeks

Rheumatologist to work
in Erie, PA, at Saint
Vincent Hospital as

well as our offices to
diagnose/treat

Rheumatic Diseases
including

musculoskeletal
problems of joints, soft

tissues, autoimmune
diseases, vasculitis, &

related connective tissue
disorders. 

CV & cover letter with
salary requirements to: 

Arthritis Associates
of Erie, LLP

3317 Liberty Street
Erie, PA 16508.



Coming Back for Seconds
The powerful appeal of pepperoni balls and our public library

By: Liz Allen

If someone asked me to sum 
up two of Erie’s strongest 
selling points, I’d reply, “Pep-

peroni balls and the public li-
brary.”

I’ve been chewing on the con-
nection between these two 
seemingly disparate things 
ever since I attended a digital 
media class at the Blasco Me-
morial Library and then inter-
viewed a California guy with a 
hankering for pepperoni balls.

Erie, I decided, is a place that 
thrives on ingenuity, past and 
present. After all, weren’t pep-
peroni balls invented when an 
intrepid pizza-maker decided 
to find a tasty use for leftover 
dough? And aren’t we lucky 
that Erie’s forward-looking 
leaders invested dough into 
the Erie County Public Library, 
which now features both the 
Idea Lab, with 3D printers, and 
the Digital Media Lab?

My 13-year-old grandson Jer-
ry and I had already tried out 
the equipment in the Digital 
Media Lab a few weeks before 
the two-hour “Learn to Re-
cord” class I took on April 5. At 
our impromptu session, Jerry 
and I riffed about cover bands 
versus original music (his dad 
plays guitar with the local hard 
rockers Detroit Red). We talk-
ed about Internet precautions 
for teens. We discussed the sci-
ence, technology, engineering 
and math classes offered at his 
school, Harbor Creek Junior 
High.

Jerry explained what he 
learns by listening to podcasts, 
including some from NPR, 

during rides in the family van. I 
asked him what people my age 
should know about the digital 
media landscape. By the time 
we wrapped up, we had created 
a brilliant podcast. Unfortu-
nately, we didn’t bring a jump 
drive to save our work.

Next time, I wanted to make 
sure I knew what I was doing.

That’s why I enrolled in the 
“Learn to Record” class taught 
by Sammy Stone, morning 
host for WTWF-FM, The Wolf. 
“This is the Cadillac,” said 
Stone, raving about the lab’s so-
phisticated equipment as she 
demonstrated how to record in-
dividual and multi-track files.

We were strangers when we 
started. By the time we fin-
ished, someone joked, we re-
sembled “The Breakfast Club” 
-- a cast of unlikely characters 
who had bonded.

Our group included Chris 
Buckley, a locomotive design-
er for GE, and his 9-year-old 
son, Jordan, who volunteered 
to be the first to test his voice 
modulation. Soon, we were all 
trotting up to the microphone 
to speak a few words, share our 
stories and connect with each 
other.

We heard from Andre Crock-
ett, an eighth-grader at the 
Maritime Charter School, who 
likes to make gaming videos 
and play basketball, and Dave 
Doupe, 19, a student at Edin-
boro’s Porreco College who is 
interested in music therapy.

Lauren Laska, a Behrend 
graduate, said she likes to rap, 
while Lori Burke, a freelanc-
er songwriter, talked about 
her original work for Sesame 

Street.
Lori’s sweatshirt, “IT’S OKAY 

TO LOVE ERIE,” made by Erie 
Apparel, caught my eye. I 
hoped that the same message 
had been conveyed to Jim Fox 
after he posted a question on 
Facebook about whether he 
should move back to Erie from 
San Diego. “Am I crazy to think 
about moving back to Erie? I 
feel myself missing my roots, 
my childhood friends, my old 
neighborhood. Am I nuts?” he 
asked.

Jim posted in the group, “You 
might be from Erie, Pa. if …” on 
April 1, so some Facebook users 
figured it was an April Fool’s 
joke. Why would anyone leave 
California for Erie? Yet I’ve met 
about a dozen people in the last 
year who have moved to Erie in 
midlife. Some are former Erie 
residents who have come back 
to retire or to care for aging 
parents. Others don’t want to 
be empty-nesters; they want to 
live close to their adult children 
who work in Erie. My favorite 
new friend is a woman in her 
70s who moved here from Tam-
pa a few years ago because she 
and her husband love Presque 
Isle.

I’m not alone in spotting a 
mini-trend. “I have had the 
privilege of meeting a num-
ber of people who have moved 
away to California and Florida 
and are moving back to be near 
their children and grandchil-
dren. I have met many of these 
folks as they have visited open 
houses recently,” says Gerri 
Newara, president-elect for 
the 2019 Greater Erie Board of 
Realtors. “What they have said 
is that they are tired of missing 
their grandchildren’s school 

events and sports activities.”
I wanted to know if my an-

ecdotal evidence meshed with 
what Jim was learning from his 
Facebook post.

I tried to scroll through the 
responses, but I gave up at 528 
comments (it’s now up to 1,025).

Instead, after I learned from 
his profile that Jim is a political 
science teacher at Cal State in 
Long Beach, I called him for an 
interview.

“It might be that I’m being 
nostalgic from what I remem-
ber as a kid,” says Jim, 53, who 
originally lived in Summit 
Township but later moved to 
East Seventh Street. His teen-
age life became chaotic after 
one of his brothers, David 
Gustafson, drowned in Walnut 
Creek.

“You didn’t do therapy back 
then,” he says. “Once my broth-
er died … my mother sort of 
checked out and we sort of 
fended for ourselves.”

Still, he remembers the adults 
who served as positive influ-
ences, including former teach-
ers and Judge Fred P. Anthony, 
who put him on probation af-
ter he got in trouble. Jim, who 
became a lawyer after serving 
in the Navy, said that it was 
fun to go back and talk to the 
judge. “That man dealt with 
thousands (of youth) and he 
remembered my mother, a very 
tenacious woman.”

There are other attributes of 
Erie that he holds dear. In Cali-
fornia, “If you have a house that 
is 50 years old, it’s time to tear it 
down,” he says. “You don’t have 
neighborhoods anymore. You 
just have people living in hous-
es that are close together.” But 
in Erie, he can visit his old Sev-
enth Street neighborhood “and 
everything is just like when we 
left.”

Growing up, Jim attended a 
number of schools — Robinson 
School in Summit Township, 
St. Mary Catholic School on 
East 10th Street and Erie Day 
School. “I remember when my 

mother used to drive us to Erie 
Day School, a woman on Eighth 
Street, going east, would sit in 
the window and wave at us and 
we’d wave back. That’s what I’d 
do in retirement. I just want to 
be that person that sits in the 
window and waves at the kids 
going to school.”

He admits that it would be 
hard to leave San Diego. “The 
average temperature is 72 de-
grees year-round. I own one 
pair of pants. Other than that, 
I’m always in shorts.”

Naturally, there were Face-
book commenters who agreed 
that he would be “nuts” to 
trade his California lifestyle 
for Erie’s. About a third of the 
responses were some variation 
on the “Oh my God, the snow” 
theme. But he can deal with 
the snow, he says, and besides, 
it’s not always as brutal as it 
has been this year or in 1977, an-
other notoriously bad winter. 
“If those are the only two refer-
ences you have to snow, I get it. 
Stay away.”

But about two-thirds of re-
sponders advised him to follow 
his heart — and his stomach. 
He loved the references to fa-
vorite Erie foods — ring bolo-
gna, chipped-chop ham, Troyer 
Farms potato chips, pepperoni 
balls. “I forgot about pepper-
oni balls!” he said. When he 
couldn’t find a vendor to send 
him an order of pepperoni 
balls, someone on Facebook 
came through. “Tell me what 
you want, I’ll get a shipment to 
you,” the Facebook friend said.

Jim marvels at that response. 
“This is a stranger I don’t know 
who understands,” he says. “We 
don’t have people here that 
would really reach out and do 
those kinds of things and go 
the extra mile.”

Liz Allen goes the extra mile 
to deliver pepperoni balls to 
her out-of-town son, siblings 
and college roommate when 
she visits them. You can reach 
her at lizerie@aol.com.
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Sammy Stone (center), morning 
host for The Wolf, 93.9 FM, gathers 
with local people who took her 
April 5 class,  “Learn to Record in 
the Media Lab,” at Blasco Library. 
Participants included, left to right, 
Chris Buckley, Andre Crockett, 
Lori Burke, Jordan Buckley, Lauren 
Laska and Dave Doupe.



Erie’s Democratic Moment
Passing the torch to the next generation

By: Ian Murray

Erie is in the midst of a 
transformative political 
moment, and the very 

future of our region is at risk. 
The older generation of politi-
cal leaders — myself included 
— need to step away and open 
the door for a younger genera-
tion of leaders at every level of 
government.

It was a lifetime ago when 
politics first entered my heart. 
The foundation first was that 
I had two loving parents, who 
instilled in me the basic tenets 
of fairness, justice, and equal-
ity.

I was fortunate when in 1961, 
at the age of 12, the late Erie 
civil rights icons Mildred and 
Howard Horton befriended 
me, and for the rest of their 
lives always welcomed me as 
part of their family. At 12 they 

took me to my first City Coun-
cil meeting and my first school 
board meeting. I was a child 
of privilege and they taught 
me each day about the basic 
inequalities of those times, 
many of which continue to 
fester today.

Over the years I worked 
with so many of the late great 
leaders in the struggle for 
civil rights: Jesse Thomason, 
Alex Thomas, Paul Marti, the 
Hortons, Irma Lindsay, Bob-
by Harrison, and Ben Wiley, 
among others. They were 
fierce advocates for justice. 
They were unyielding in their 
core beliefs and values.

I later chaired the Erie Hu-
man Relations Commission 
in the 1970s and worked with 
the late Cesar Chavez when 
he was organizing the United 
Farm Workers. I worked on 
my first campaign in 1971 and 

teamed up with Fred Rush in 
1976 to run our first campaign 
for Larry Meredith for Erie 
City Council, who would be-
come Erie’s first African-Amer-
ican elected to public office.

When I announced my can-
didacy for chairman of the 
Erie County Democratic Party 
at age 31, not one elected offi-
cial supported my campaign; 
still, I became the Party chair 
in 1986 and served for 12 years. 
It was a turning point in local 
politics not unlike the mo-
ment we find ourselves in to-
day.

At that time, I did not be-
come a leader for the sake of 
power and position.

I was the youngest chair in 
the state of Pennsylvania and, 
later in 1992, when I was elect-
ed to the Democratic National 
Committee, I was the young-
est member in Pennsylvania’s 
history. I am now the lon-
gest-serving member of the 
DNC in the Commonwealth’s 
history.

Many years ago I was locked 
in a four-year battle with a for-
mer mayor. By that time, I had 
become the politician I ral-
lied against in 1986. I realized 
then, that the political heart 
of my youth was lost. This 
mayor and I have long since 
addressed our differences and 
are now friends. But I learned 
then that the challenge for ef-
fective leadership is to leave 
power at the door to bridge 
with your adversaries, find 
the common ground, and then 
speak with one voice.

In Erie that means a voice 
speaking for a region.

We must repudiate those 
whose only goal is to traffic in 
accolades. Childlike squabbles 
over petition challenges and 
other objections have shed 
light on how dysfunctional 
and out of touch our Demo-
cratic leaders have become.

We can no longer tolerate 
support of elected officials 
whose sole motivation is to 
hold power and influence. We 
have seen this dance nation-
ally and at all levels of elect-
ed leadership. This, of course, 
creates its own pathology. 
This thirst for power and the 
need to hold on to it has creat-
ed leaders who have shut the 
door to the generational voice 
of younger citizens.

Over the course of my life, I 
have worked and run count-
less campaigns, I have battled 
many adversaries, have made 
friends, made enemies, and 
made mistakes. The greatest 
lesson I learned is that ab-
solute power corrupts and 
blinds the soul. The longer one 
holds on to power, the greater 
the danger they face of no lon-
ger nurturing and promoting 
the visionary and young lead-
ers of tomorrow.

Erie is once again at a turn-
ing point, a transformative 
moment not unlike the one 
where I found myself seeking 
to lead and change the Erie 
County Democratic Party. 
There are young people in the 
region with a vision for the fu-
ture of the Democratic Party 
— and the future of the region 
— rather than nostalgia for 
the power of generations past.

It’s time they have our sup-
port.

Ian Murray is a member of 
the Democratic National 
Committee, a member of 
the Pennsylvania State 
Democratic Committee 
where he serves as chair of 
the NWPA caucus, and he 
served as chairman of the 
Erie County Democratic 
Party from 1986-1998.
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Democratic National Committee 
member and former chairman 
of the Erie Democratic Party Ian 
Murray advises young leaders 
to remain true to the ideals that 
would motivate them to run for 
office in the first place, rather than 
seeking power or influence for 
their own sake.
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Since 1886

“If we don’t have it
You don’t need it!”

All Natural Holistic Pet Foods

1932 Parade St. Erie, PA 16503

www.nickelplatemills.net Like us on facebook

FOR CATS & DOGS

- USDA inspected
- No by-products
- Human grade protein
- No artificial ingredients
- Grain free or whole grain only
- No fillers

Nickel 
  Plate 
    Mills

25% OFF
1 Item per coupon, 
consignment
items
excluded.

Open 7 days a week
Downtown Edinboro
118 Meadville St.
814.734.5858

Expires 5/9/2018

Clothing, Jewelry,
Incense, Oils & More

WMCE 88.5 FM* Music, Memories and Medicine

* WMCE is a Mercyhurst University owned radio station programmed by LECOM Health
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TERRI

Simply the Best

For more information – including the full speaker lineup and details on
how to register – visit www.JESErie.org or call us at 814.459.8000!

To Be Young: Adolescence, Impulsivity, and Drugs
Wednesday, April 25 - 7 to 8:30 p.m.
PA-16th Dist. Congressional Debate
Thursday, April 26 - 7 to 8:30 p.m.
John Quincy Adams & Andrew Jackson:
Defining Conflict in the American Split Personality
Monday, April 30 - 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Exploring the Role of Creativity in Social Change
Thursday, May 3 - 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Remarkable Women: Henrietta Lacks
Wednesday, May 9 - 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

SPRING TERM
2018 AT THE
JEFFERSON

CONTINUES!



Homegrown Horror
 Unearth puts Erie on the map for independent cinema

By: Dan Schank

Scary movies are shedding their 
schlocky reputation these days.

Last year, director Jordan Peele 
found himself on the receiving end of 
near-universal acclaim (and an Acade-
my Award) for Get Out, which offered 
a resonant indictment of white liberal 
racism through the lens of an old Twi-
light Zone episode. Two years prior, 
Robert Eggers’ The Witch combined 
pseudo-satanic thrills with a unique 
glimpse of New England in the 1600s. 
Acclaimed arthouse directors like Lars 
Von Trier, Nicholas Winding Refn, and 
Claire Denis have all given the horror 
genre a shot recently. And the genre’s 
momentum is about to come to Erie.

Our city’s upcoming contribution to 
the horror scene is called Unearth, and 
it’s not your typical gore-fest. It tells 
the story of two families in rural Penn-
sylvania who find themselves at odds 
over a local fracking initiative. An eco-
logical nightmare soon ensues, but the 
film is as concerned with psychology 
as it is with bloodshed.

John C. Lyons and Dorota Swies, 
the film’s co-directors and producers, 
have been on an ambitious mission 
to get Unearth into production for 
about two years. In 2016, they raised 
$21,000 through Kickstarter, hired a 
small team of professionals to shoot 
some early footage, and began looking 
for Hollywood talent. The script soon 
drew the attention of Marc Blucas, a 
Girard native most famous for his role 
as Riley Finn on Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer. Allison McAtee, an Edinboro 
native who has appeared on Show-
time’s Californication and Tyler Perry’s 
The Haves and the Have Nots, quickly 

signed on as well.
With two recognizable stars on board, 

Lyons and Swies headed to New York 
City, where they found support from 
a film and media incubator called Big 
Vision Empty Wallet. After attending 
a series of seminars with distributors 
and sales agents, they secured a letter 
of intent from Candy Factory Films.

“The letter of intent states that Can-
dy Factory is interested in releasing 
our film nationally and international-
ly. And that letter has a three-year of-
fer,” according to Lyons. The company 
has released dozens of independent 
features over the past several years, 
including 2015’s The Midnight Swim, 
which was recently screened at the 
Erie Art Museum.

After returning from New York, a 
partnership emerged with Tolin FX to 
facilitate the practical effects neces-
sary for the project. Lyons describes 
the company as the “top effects house 
in Pittsburgh,” and the projects on 
their resume bear that out. Tolin FX 
has designed physical props for The 
Dark Knight Rises, the Tom Cruise 
vehicle Jack Reacher, and Netflix’s ad-
dictive drama series Mindhunter. On 
a local level, some of the digital effects 
will be provided by MoreFrames Ani-
mation in Erie.

As you might guess, Unearth’s budget 
grew in accordance with its ambitions. 
Thankfully, a team of twenty local in-
vestors have provided 82 percent of 
the film’s total budget — enough to 
cover shooting costs in full, as well as 
part of post-production. Better still, 
stars Blucas and McAtee signed on as 
producers as well.

Marc Blucas has experience work-
ing as a horror producer in the past 

(on 2011’s post-apocalyptic feature The 
Day) — in addition to the years he 
spent slaying vampires. I asked him 
about his work in horror over email: 
“The genre allows for budgets to be 
controlled,” he replied. “There are lim-
ited types of stories you can craft that 
still have a reasonable financial upside 
potential for investors. The horror 
genre generally is inexpensive to pro-
duce — or you can at least craft stories 
that can be made on a much small-
er scale, such as people trapped in a 
house, or in the woods.”

Allison McAtee signed on as a pro-
ducer “to have more creative input 
into the characters and story.” She 
soon convinced her producing part-
ner in Los Angeles, Kelsey Goldberg, to 
share her thoughts and her industry 
perspective. “She, John, and I worked 
collaboratively in discussing all script 
details on a weekly call, and then the 
two of them took turns alternating 
with writing drafts,” says McAtee. This 
focus on the story is especially import-
ant to co-director Dorota Swies, who 
wants to ensure that “there is a lot of 
story behind each character,” and that 
“the motivation for each character and 
their process of thinking” is funda-
mental to the film’s appeal.

McAtee was also able to use her in-
dustry connections to attract Lisa 
Zambetti, along with her team in Los 
Angeles, to come on board for casting. 
Zambetti serves as casting director 
for the long-running television show 
Criminal Minds, and has worked on 
big productions like Breaking Bad and 
Rise of the Planet of the Apes in the 
past. According to McAtee, “a casting 
person at her level is uncommon at our 
budget, so I think it speaks volumes 
for the story itself.”

The search for actors will occur at 
the national level as well as the local 
one. For the five most prominent roles, 
Zambetti and her team will focus pri-
marily on Screen Actors Guild mem-

bers. But the supporting roles will be 
sought out in Pennsylvania. “We’re 
going to be announcing soon for cast-
ing calls in Erie and Pittsburgh for our 
supporting roles,” says John Lyons. “So 
stay tuned for that.”

Although much of the film’s action 
will take place on two rural farms, lo-
cal cinephiles will be able to see some 
recognizable landmarks in the film. Ly-
ons is especially excited to shoot some 
footage at the Crawford County Fair: 
“We’re going to film a key conflict scene 
during the demolition derby.” After re-
ceiving a warm response to their ideas 
from the fair’s leadership, the scene 
will literally be shot as the cars begin 
crashing.

Speaking of shooting, Unearth is set 

to begin production in late summer 
and Lyons and Swies are hoping to 
have the film completed by the end of 
the year. From there, they hope to shop 
it around to as many top-tier festivals 
as possible. The Senior Programmer at 
the Tribeca Film Festival in New York 
City has already expressed interest in 
the project. After reading the script 
for Unearth, author Chuck Palahniuk 
(of Fight Club fame) took to Twitter to 
praise it. And in February, one of the 
film’s investors managed to get a copy 
to Karen Lawrence (whose daughter 
Jennifer has made some films you may 
have heard of) and she praised the 
film’s well-developed characters.

With some hard work and a lot of 
luck, Unearth will help put Erie on 
the map for independent filmmaking. 
Marc Blucas is excited about the local 
momentum: “We all shared one com-
mon goal—which was to potentially 
inject a new industry into the area, to 
create some jobs and some excitement 
about something new. That if done 
right, could have some legs to contin-
ue beyond just this single film. This 
wouldn’t be happening without them 
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Although much of the film’s 
action will take place on two 
rural farms, local cinephiles 
will be able to see some 
recognizable landmarks in 
the film. 

Through crowdfunding efforts and the 
film and media incubator Big Vision Empty 
Wallet, as well as the industry connections 
of its collaborators, the locally-produced 
horror film Unearth has the budget and 
potential for national distribution. Pictured 
here (from left to right) are co-directors 
Dorota Swies and John C. Lyons along with 
actor Marc Blucas.



To fi nd a store nearest you and subscribe for email offers, 
visit www.countryfairstores.com
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company; State Farm Indemnity Company; Bloomington, IL

Texas County Mutual; Dallas, TX1601561

Drive happier.
Join the millions who protect their cars with us. 
It’s one more way I’m here to help life go right .™

CALL ME TODAY FOR A QUOTE.

Cam El-Farouki, Agent
3319 W 26th Street
Erie, PA  16506
Bus: 814-833-6663
www.teamerie.com  

• Criminal
• DUI

• Divorce
• Custody
• Personal Injury
Kenneth A. Bickel, Esq. 

Bickel Law Office 557 
West 8th Street
 Erie, PA 16502

• FREE CONSULTATIONS •— people who have invested financial-
ly, but more importantly, emotionally.”

There are still a few kinks to work out 
on the path to completion. Lyons and 
Swies are still actively pursuing inves-
tors. Some peculiar needs still require 
fulfillment, like access to a rugged tree-
house near Edinboro or Albion. Per-
haps you can help?

As I concluded my conversation with 
the film’s two main actors, I asked them 
what they were looking forward to 
about returning to the region. Allison 
McAtee misses the “sweeping rainbows 
of color through the trees” during fall 
in Pennsylvania. Marc Blucas is espe-
cially excited about Romolo’s choco-

lates: “I have traveled the world, and 
don’t claim to know much, but I’ll put 
Romolo’s up against any chocolate, any-
where, anytime — and like my chanc-
es.”

It’s that kind of intimate local connec-
tion that makes ambitious projects like 
Unearth worth supporting.

Dan Schank can be reached at 
dschank@eriereader.com
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Actor and Girard native Marc Blucas is 
best known for his role as Riley Finn in the 
television series Buffy the Vampire Slayer. 
He will play the leading man in the upcoming 
film Unearth, which begins production this 
summer in Northwest Pennsylvania.
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15 %
   OFF

Min. $50 purchase of any reg. priced item. Not valid with any other offers or 

the ultimate medical & technical running & walking shop
Running & Walking Shoes • Apparel • Accessories

We actually �t you for shoes!

Running & Walking 
SPECIALTIES

Our free gait analysis will help you �nd the shoe that’s right for you!

specials. Expires 05/09/2018

932 W. Erie Plaza Dr.93
Erie, PA 16505 

814-871-6320

www.achillesrunning.us

PRE SEASON
AIR CONDITIONING

Don’t delay, call now to get Central Air
installed at the lowest prices of the year!

SAVE NOW! 
NOW BOOKING SPRING A/C MAINTENANCE

CALL NOW!
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
(814) 459-8255
www.KeepHeating.com

PA0005218

0% INTEREST
FINANCING

STARTING AT
$30 PER
MONTH

(814) 664-4477 Or Toll Free: 1-866-664-4477
1405 North Center St, Corry, PA 16407

TAKE YOUR GAME IN
A NEW DIRECTION

For fee schedule please
visit www.northhillsgolf.com

20%
OFF

1 Regularly-priced item
1 Coupon per customer. Not valid on
bird food, optics, martin houses, gift
cards, sale items, coffee, or previous
purchases. Exp. 5/31/2018

Village West • 3330 W. 26th Street • (814) 838-5145
Mon-Thurs: 10am-6pm • Fri: 10am-8pm • Sat: 10am-5pm

www.wbu.com or like us on facebook @wbuerie

We have some great gift ideas for Mother’s day!
Sunday, May 13th

Keep mama Happy!



Three Congressional Candidates Debate for Pennsylvania’s 16th

THURSDAY, APR. 26

Just in time for this year’s May 15 primary elections, voters will get a chance to 
hear directly from three big names on the ballot. Congressional candidates Chris 

Reiger, Dr. Robert Multari, and Ron DiNicola will be discussing the issues that face 
our community in a debate that will help the electorate to decide whose name will 
appear on November’s ballot in opposition to Republican Mike Kelly. The debate 
will be moderated by Ben Speggen, program director of the Jefferson Educational 
Society, and Caitlin Handerhan, Executive Director of the Penn State Behrend Pub-
lic Policy Fund. In addition to opening and closing statements, the candidates will 
field questions from the moderators as well as ones submitted by the audience. This 
year’s redistricting shakes things up for Pennsylvania’s District 16, formerly the 3rd. 
Erie County, previously gerrymandered into two districts, is now represented in its 
entirety, as well as many areas to the south, and that’s reflected in the candidates. 
Handerhan noted that “it is great to see three of the counties represented in this 
race. Each candidate brings a different perspective based upon their experience 
and the community in which they live, but ultimately we are all citizens of western 
PA who want to see our Rust Belt towns thrive.” — Nick Warren

Thursday, Apr. 26 // 7:00 p.m. // Jefferson Educational Society, 
3207 State St. // free // register online jeserie.org

Catch a Local Film Premiere with The Diner

THURSDAY, APR. 26TH

There are a great number of organi-
zations working to enrich Erie’s art 

scene, hoping to make it a prime filming 
location. This makes it even more heart-
warming to read that writer and director 
Brittany Hills’ new short film, The Diner, 
was crowdfunded by a number of local 
businesses and filmed at Erie’s very own 
summer destination, Sara’s Restaurant. 

Hills also stars in the film alongside 
local actors Glenn Rolph, Cole Daniel 
Hills, Garrett Cradle, Josh Stephens, 
and Chloe Hess.

In an age dominated by Ex Machi-
nas and Black Mirrors, The Diner of-
fers a refreshingly optimistic take on 
the science fiction genre, detailing the 
time-traveling journey of senior citizen 
Jack as he attempts to cope with the 
death of his wife. The film’s premiere 
will take place at Bourbon Barrel, where 
doors will open at 6 p.m. and the film 
will be shown at 7 p.m. followed by an 
appetizer buffet and a Q&A segment. 
Tickets will be available for purchase at 
the door. — Aaron Mook

6 p.m. to 9 p.m. // 1213 State St. // $10

Judy Collins Shines Incandescent at Mercyhurst 
University

THURSDAY, APR. 26

There are talented musicians and art-
ists — and then there is Judy Collins, 

a piano virtuoso-turned-music legend, a 
social and environmental activist and 
writer, a mentor, painter and a mental 
health advocate. How do you fit so many 
gifts into one person? In Collins’ case, 
you spread out your career over the 
course of almost 60 years and do more 
living each decade than most people 
can manage over their entire lifespan.

Judy Collins is bringing her incandes-
cent presence to the Mary D’Angelo 
Performing Arts Center, courtesy of 
the Mercyhurst Institute for Arts and 
Culture, for an evening filled with song. 
“We’re excited to conclude our 2017-18 
MIAC Live season with legendary sing-
er-songwriter Judy Collins, whose imag-
inative interpretations of traditional and 
contemporary folk standards and poet-
ically poignant original compositions 
have thrilled audiences worldwide for 
over five decades,” Brett Johnson, direc-
tor of MIAC, said. He went on to men-

tion that at nearly 80 
years of age, Collins 
has hardly slowed 
down at all; she is as 
“creatively vigorous 
as ever, writing, com-
posing, and touring 
worldwide.”

The format for the evening will center 
around Collins’ formidable 50-album 
body of work, which all began in 1961 
with her debut album A Maid of Con-
stant Sorrow. Though she is often clas-
sified as a folk performer, Collins’ musi-
cal repertoire spans genres, including 
rock and roll, show tunes, Americana 
and country.

While the show has officially sold out, 
Johnson mentioned that would-be con-
certgoers are invited to pay close atten-
tion in the event that additional tickets 
are released on the evening of; these 
seats would be sold on a first-come, 
first-serve basis to patrons waiting in 
the cancellation line.

Patience, patrons — the sublime has 
a tendency to take its time, and in Judy 
Collins’ case, it is well worth the wait. — 
Cara Suppa

7:30 p.m. // 501 E. 38th St. // Adults: 
$30; Seniors: $25; Students/Youth: 
$20 // http://miac.mercyhurst.edu/
events/an-evening-with-judy-collins

MUSIC
Lexi Weege
Apr. 25 — 6 p.m.
Creative Indie Jazz  from 
Westfield, MA
Room 33, 1033 State 
St. lexiweege.com. 

Game On: Featuring music 
from the Legend of Zelda
Apr. 25 — 8 to 9:30 p.m.
Penn State Behrend, 4701 
College Dr. behrend.psu.edu.

An Evening with 
Judy Collins
Apr. 26 — 7:30 p.m.
Mary D’Angelo Performing 
Arts Center, 501 E. 38th St. 
miac.mercyhurst.edu.

Settle Your Scores, Sink 
The Ship and Telltale
Apr. 27 — 6 p.m.
Pop punk from Cincinna-
ti, Cleveland, Richmond, 
VA, and Youngstown
Basement Transmissions, 145 
W. 11th St. facebook.com.

The BluesBeaters
Apr. 27 — 6 to 10 p.m.
Bullfrog Bar, 3864 Peach 
St. bullfrogbarerie.com.

Flight
Apr. 27 — 6 to 10 p.m.
Big Bar, 14 E. 10th St. 
facebook.com.

Tomkat Black, Joe 
Deninzon, Stratospheerius 
and Liquid Nixon
Apr. 27 — 6 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Prog-fusion from NYC, along 
with local jam giants
Sherlocks, 508 State 
St. facebook.com.

D’Angelo Department of 
Music: Concert Choir
Apr. 27 — 7 p.m.
Walker Recital Hall, 501 E. 38th 
St. miac.mercyhurst.edu.

Dueling Pianos
Apr. 27 — 7 to 10 p.m.
Bourbon Barrel, 1213 State 
St. bourbonbarrelerie.com.

Jackson Station
Apr. 27 — 9 p.m.
Presque Isle Downs, 8199 Perry 
Hwy. presqueisledowns.com.

Dour, Maniacal Device, 
Mala Sangre, and Black 
Moon Mistress

Apr. 27 — 9:30 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Doom metal from Scran-
ton along with local thrash 
and spacey metal
Scotty’s Martini Lounge, 301 
German St. facebook.com.

Smilo & the Ghost
Apr. 27 — 10 p.m.
Room 33, 1033 State 
St. facebook.com.

Art the Band
Apr. 27 — 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Funk, jazzy jam from Toronto
Kings Rook Club, 1921 
Peach St. facebook.com.

Toxic Prom 2018
Apr. 28 — 5 to 11 p.m.
Basement Transmissions, 145 
W. 11th St. facebook.com.

Ruby Port
Apr. 28 — 6 to 10 p.m.
Bourbon Barrel, 1213 State 
St. facebook.com.

Rick and the 
Roadhouse Rockers
Apr. 28 — 6 to 10 p.m.
Big Bar, 14 E. 10th St. 
facebook.com.

Erie Chamber 
Orchestra Concert
Apr. 28 — 7:30 to 10 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church 
of the Covenant, 250 W. 
7th St. facebook.com.

D’Angelo Department of 
Music: Jazz Ensemble
Apr. 28 — 8 p.m.
Taylor Little Theatre, 501 E. 38th 
St. miac.mercyhurst.edu.

Black Widow
Apr. 28 — 9 p.m.
Presque Isle Downs, 8199 Perry 
Hwy. presqueisledowns.com.

Chestnut Grove, Wild 
Adriatic, and The 
Boom Shakalakas
Apr. 28 — 9 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Kings Rook Club, 1921 
Peach St. facebook.com.

Stupify and Live Evil
Apr. 28 — 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Tributes to the heavy metal 
bands courtesy of northeast 
Ohio’s Stupify and Live Evil
Sherlocks, 508 State 
St. facebook.com.

Fred Oakman
May 3 — 6:30 p.m.
Sunset Grill, 508 Erie St, 
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Judy Collins’ venerable 
career has spanned 
over six decades. She 
brings her sublime 
talents to Mercyhurst’s 
Mary D’Angelo 
Performing Arts Center 
Apr. 26.



Rock And/Or Roll with Chestnut Grove, Wild Adriatic and More at 
Kings Rook Club

SATURDAY, APR. 28TH

On April 28th, Kings Rook favorites 
Chestnut Grove will return to the 

club alongside the blues rock power 
trio Wild Adriatic for one of the biggest 
shows of the season. Supporting a brand 
new EP, Black Champagne, slated for re-
lease this spring, Chestnut Grove comes 
fully prepped following the release of 
their new single, “Scratch an Itch.” A 
continuation of their ongoing marriage 
of country, soul, and rock and roll, Black 
Champagne follows a string of consis-
tent releases from the Perkiomenville, 
Pa. band including their 2015 debut 
Perkiomenville and 2016’s Let It Down EP, 
produced by Modest Mouse and Dr. Dog 
collaborator Bill Moriarty.

Joining them are friends, peers and 

tourmates Wild 
Adriatic, who share 
Chestnut Grove’s 
space as current 
forerunners of the 
modern classic-rock 
sound. Originally 
formed in Saratoga 
Springs, New York 
in 2011, the band re-
leased their soph-
omore full-length, 
Feel, just last year, a 
follow-up to 2015’s 
Never Enough EP. 

Writing for Heavy Magazine, critic Jeni 
Lambert called Feel “an enchanting po-
tion of lamenting soul numbers,” ulti-
mately referring to the album as “unpre-
dictable – although the sheer passion 
that grounds their music lingers as an 
inevitability.” The album was awarded 
four stars out of a possible five.

The show will be followed by an after 
party in the venue’s upstairs lounge, 
highlighted by a performance from 
Cleveland’s The Boomshakalakas (fea-
turing guitarist and Erie native Tyler Ray 
Lobdell). As always, there will be no ad-
mittance into the venue after 2 a.m. — 
Aaron Mook

10 p.m. to 2 a.m. //1921 Peach Street // 
21+ // facebook.com/kingsrookclub

Taste of Asia Brings Authentic Cuisine to Erie

FRIDAY, APR. 27

Erie residents don’t need to travel far 
for authentic Asian cuisine.

The Erie Asian Pacific American As-
sociation will present its second annu-
al Taste of Asia dinner Friday, April 27, 
bringing ethnic delicacies from near 
and far to the Erie Art Museum for an 
evening. The event features food from 
six countries: Bangladesh, China, India, 
Pakistan, Philippines and Turkey. Some 
are available locally, while others are be-

ing brought in for the occasion.
“It’s like six meals in one,” Erie APAA 

marketing and social media manager 
Archana Kumar said.

The menu includes items like sandesh 
from Bangladesh (a dessert made from 
milk and sugar), pickled papaya from the 
Philippines, and dosa from India (pan-
cakes made from a fermented batter of 
rice and black gram).

This will be the second time the Erie 
APAA holds Taste of Asia. The first at-
tracted so much attention it sold out 
its limited 100 seats, so the upcoming 
event was expanded to allow 200 people 
to attend.

The nonprofit plans to hold the event 
every other year, opposite its Asian Fes-
tival. — Tracy Geibel

6 to 9 p.m. // Erie Art Museum, 
411 State St. // $30 single, $50 
couple // erieapaa.org

Record Release: Smilo and the Ghost Writers

FRIDAY, APR. 27

To celebrate their debut full-length 
record, the aptly-titled Ghost Writ-

ers, Tyler Smilo and company are ready 
to offer up one of the best local albums 
in recent memory. The folk quintet has 
an authentic, rootsy sound that fluent-
ly translates to modern audiences. Re-
corded at Sonic Farms in Colden, New 
York, and mixed and mastered by Jason 
Rose at GCR Studios in Buffalo, the al-
bum sounds crisp, clear, and sullenly 
beautiful. Creating an expansive indie 
folk sound, the five-piece is comprised 
of some of the most talented musicians 
in the area.

“Originally, we wanted to do like a 
chamber orchestra over my poppy folk 
songs,” Smilo said, telling of the con-
cept that began the group.

After teaming up with bassist Jassen 
Wilber, Smilo found his orchestra, with 
Wilber writing string parts for the sing-
er’s work. After meeting at open mic 
nights, Wilber showed up knowing Smi-
lo’s songs, and offering his own arrange-
ments. “He is so much a secondary 
mind in that project,” remarked Smilo of 
Wilber’s importance.

They also brought along the great 
Eric Brewer, playing banjo, lap steel and 
acoustic guitar. Adam McKillip’s man-
dolin is further enhanced by his remark-
able backup vocals. Violist Abby Barret 
and violinist Ted Smeltz bring together 
the band’s sound, their emotive strings 
adding to the band’s rich atmosphere. 
All packaged together in a gorgeous lay-
out by Eddie Arranda, the 11 tracks rise 
and fall in an experience that’s worth 
hearing both live and on record.

Styled after a Prohibition-era speak-
easy, Room 33 will play host to the al-
bum’s official release party. World-re-
nowned bassist Tony Grey will start the 
night off. — Nick Warren

10 p.m. // 1033 State St. // facebook.
com/room33speakeasy

Edinboro, PA 16412 edin-
borolakeresort.com.

Bruise, Lowered AD 
and 3weekoldroses
May 3 — 6:30  to 11 p.m.
Basement Transmissions, 145 
W. 11th St. facebook.com.

New Wave Nation
May 4 — 6 to 10 p.m.
Big Bar, 14 E. 10th St. 
facebook.com.

Clever Norman
May 4 — 6:30 p.m.
Sunset Grill, 508 Erie St, 
Edinboro, PA 16412 edin-
borolakeresort.com.

Colin John, Solo, and Blues
May 4 — 9:30 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Americana and blues 
from Hawaii
Scotty’s Martini Lounge, 301 
German St. facebook.com.

Folkfaces
May 4 — 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Jazz, blues and roots 
music from Buffalo, NY
Kings Rook Club, 1921 
Peach St. facebook.com.

D’Angelo Department of 
Music: Wind Ensemble
May 5 — 4 p.m.
Mary D’Angelo Performing 
Arts Center, 501 E. 38th St. 
miac.mercyhurst.edu.

Cinco De Metal
May 5 — 5  to 11 p.m.
Erie’s Gelatin Skeleton, Perdi-
tion, Of Shadows, and Sudden 
Frost joined by Alliance, OH 
and Nazareth, PA metal bands
Basement Transmissions, 145 
W. 11th St. facebook.com.

Key West Express
May 5  — 6 to 10 p.m.
Bourbon Barrel, 1213 State 
St. facebook.com.

Malpractice
May 5 — 6 to 10 p.m.
Big Bar, 14 E. 10th St. 
facebook.com.

Dionisio and Colette Bone
May 5 — 6:30 p.m.
Sunset Grill, 508 Erie St, 
Edinboro, PA 16412 edin-
borolakeresort.com.

Roseblood, Stephanie 
Hand & Acoustic Jedi, 
and Monica Lewis
May 5 — 9:30 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Three local female-fronted 
rock and alternative acts
Scotty’s Martini Lounge, 301 
German St. facebook.com.

Wanyama
May 5 — 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Kings Rook Club, 1921 
Peach St. facebook.com.

Symphonic Singers of 
Erie Spring Concert

May 6 — 3 p.m.
Wayside Presbyterian 
Church, 1208 Asbury Rd. 
dells@roadrunner.com.

D’Angelo Department 
of Music: Mercyhurst 
Civic Orchestra
May 6 — 4 p.m.
Walker Recital Hall, 501 E. 38th 
St. miac.mercyhurst.edu.

Jesse Weston
May 6 — 6:30 p.m.
Sunset Grill, 508 Erie St, 
Edinboro, PA 16412 edin-
borolakeresort.com.

DANCE
Kentucky Derby Dance
Apr. 28 — 6:30 to 10 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
2216 Peach St. facebook.com.

Parkinson’s Dance Program
May 1, 8 — 1 to 2 p.m.
Springhill Senior Living 
Center, 2323 Edinboro Rd. 
jenniferdennehy.com.

FOOD & DRINK
Happy-Appy Food Tour
Apr. 25 & May 2 — 5 to 7 p.m.
Room 33, 1033 State St.  
eriefoodtours.com.

Taste of Asia
Apr. 27 — 6 to 9 p.m.
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Details and applications available at www.JESErie.org or by calling 814.459.8000

WANTED: DYNAMIC, EMERGING,
HIGH-POTENTIAL LEADERS.

APPLY NOW>> >>

CIVIC LEADERSHIP ACADEMY 2018

Application Deadline: May 18, 2018

A wine walk adventure through downtown North East, PA

SAT, MAY 5
Eat, Drink & 

Discover 
Whodunnit

include stops at locations hosting local 
wine and food, a commemorative wine 

glass & wine charm

Tickets $25

PURCHASE ONLINE AT 

WWW.NECHAMBER.ORG

2 WEEKS
OF FREE COFFEE

Premium Co�ee
1220 West 38th Street.

Call 814.315.7182 or visit
www.premiumco�eeerie.com 

Try our co�ee in your
o�ce or business for

2 weeks FREE!
New customers only

Our prices are 10% to 25%
less than competitors

in o�ce co�ee! 

Valid till 5/9/2018
• Limited Class Sizes
• Safe Dance Floors
• Professional Faculty
• No Registration Fee
• Many Performance Opportunities

CONSERVATORY

www.eriedanceconservatory.org
814.476.7123814.476.7123

Call today to reserve your space and to
take advantage of our FREE trial classes! 

BOYS ARE
FREE

NOW
ENROLLING FOR

SUMMER
PROGRAM

NOW
ENROLLING FOR

SUMMER
PROGRAM



Bowing Out Gracefully
Erie Chamber Orchestra sings, strings their good-byes

SATURDAY, APR. 28

“Per pietà, non dirmi addio, di te pri-
va che farò?” entreats the anony-

mous heroine of Beethoven’s “Ah! Per-
fido!” (Ah! Deceiver!), a concert aria for 
soprano and orchestra first performed 
in 1796. For pity’s sake, do not bid me 
farewell, what shall I do without you?

Erieites may ask themselves the same 
thing as the Erie Chamber Orchestra, 
whom they have long loved, officially 
takes its leave after 40 years. Bruce 
Morton Wright, an instructor of fine 
arts and the musical director of Gan-
non University until his passing in 2011, 
established the ensemble with the mis-
sion of making classical music accessi-
ble to anyone and everyone.

“He was well-loved; many people still 
talk about Bruce and how special and 
how important he was, too,” says Ca-
mille Pierce, current general manager 
of the ECO.

Performances were free, open to the 
public, and consistently featured tal-
ented musicians, with several on loan 
from the Erie Philharmonic. The ECO 
has remained a subsidiary of the school 
ever since, but budgetary concerns 
and shifting priorities have forced it 
out from beneath Gannon’s protective 
wing.

Pierce’s predecessor, Erie Philhar-
monic Executive Director Steve Weiser, 
still has a soft spot for the ECO, which 
he managed for three years. He will of-
fer sanctuary to some of the displaced 
musicians through the newly-estab-
lished Bruce Morton Wright Cham-
ber Series, which will tour churches 
and other more intimate venues with 
smaller ensembles during the 2018-19 
season. However, the number of perfor-
mances will be roughly halved (from 17 
to between eight and 10) and the num-
ber of participating musicians will be 

significantly reduced as 
well.

“The Erie Chamber Or-
chestra as we know it is 
no longer going to con-

tinue after this,” Pierce concedes.
This, of course, means the ECO’s last 

hurrah is on Saturday, April 28. The 
program befits an evening of farewells, 
with Jennifer Davison singing the in-
credibly demanding and impassioned 
soprano parts of both “Ah! Perfido!” and 
Franz Joseph Haydn’s Scena di Bereni-
ce, Hob. XXIVa:10. Both songs are sung 
from the viewpoint of a lover who has 
been spurned or abandoned, scaling 
the peaks and valleys of despair and in-
dignation. In between working through 
abandonment issues, audiences will ru-
minate to Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s 
Adagio in E for Violin and Orchestra, K. 
261 with a dreamy, wistful melody car-
ried by soloist Maureen Conlon.

The show’s magnum opus, however, 
is Beethoven’s Symphony No. 3 (“Ero-
ica”), which will end the ECO’s legacy 
on a triumphant note. The sprawling 
epic, which runs close to an hour, was 
inspired by Napoleon Bonaparte’s mil-
itary conquests and brilliantly reflects 
the ups-and-downs of battle: from the 
rush of engaging the enemy (the first 
movement) to the grief of death (the 
second movement is a funeral march) 
to hope as the tide turns (third move-
ment) to the glory of victory (the final 
movement). Napoleon was a little man 
who accomplished big things; likewise 
the ECO reigned supreme with locals 
for 40 years, filling small spaces with big 
sounds and the grand imaginations of 
some of history’s greatest composers.

Disbandment is a bittersweet sym-
phony, to be sure, but the ECO is han-
dling it with verve. — Matt Swanseger

7:30 to 10 p.m. (preceded by reception 
from 5 to 6:30 and introduction from 
musical director Bradley Thachuk) 
// First Presbyterian Church of the 
Covenant, 250 W. Seventh St. // free

Local Storytellers Slam at Erie Tales

SATURDAY, APR. 28

“To me, storytelling is the basis of 
art which makes it a really raw 

and genuine medium to interact with,” 
asserted Penn State Behrend senior 
Elena Greenland. The senior, original-
ly from State College, is organizing a 
unique night of compelling spoken 
word and storytelling, with tales that 
revolve around our shared community. 
“Erie Tales: A Local Story Slam” will be 
held at the Performing Arts Collective 
Alliance (PACA) stage, bringing togeth-
er local raconteurs of varying back-
grounds and experiences.

“I am a huge fan of spoken word and 
have been writing since I was very 
young,” shared Greenland. The Arts Ad-

ministration major sought out to create 
an evening in a style reminiscent of The 
Moth and other podcasts and perfor-
mances such as Risk!, Snap Judgment, 
or True Story.

This format is one relatively untrod-
den in our community, and can serve 
as a vital outlet for creative self-expres-
sion. “I wanted to do something unique 
to really showcase what it is about 
art that’s important to me and it really 
came down to just being able to listen 
to other people be vulnerable and really 
share themselves,” Greenland detailed.

Finding an ideal match with the adven-
turous ethos of PACA, local responses 
grew organically, with several parties 
quickly becoming interested, filling out 
the evening fully. The subject matter 
varies, with each participant “telling a 
wide range of compelling stories any-
where from meeting K-pop groups by 
accident to struggling with a life of de-
pression and addiction. There is a lot of 
variety so there is definitely something 
for everyone.” — Nick Warren

7 p.m. // 1505 State St., second 
floor // free // all ages // 
facebook.com/erietales

Erie Art Museum, 411 
State St. erieapaa.org.

Downtown Erie Food Tour
Apr. 28 & May 6 — 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.
Like My Thai, 827 State 
St. eriefoodtours.com.

Philanthropy Fashion 
Show & Luncheon
Apr. 28 — 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Women’s Club of Erie, 259 W. 
6th St. eriewomansclub.com.

McKean Boy Scout Troop 
#73 Spaghetti Dinner
Apr. 28 — 4 to 7 p.m.
St. Francis Parish Center, 
800 N. Main St, McKean, PA 
16426 scoutlander.com.

A Night Out With 
The Cougars
May 3 — 5 p.m.
Bourbon Barrel, 1213 State 
St. facebook.com.

Gears To Beers
May 5 — 10 a.m.
Sprague Farm & Brew 
Works, 22113 US-6, Venan-
go, PA 16440 wqln.org.

North East Uncorked: 
The Grape Gatsby
May 5 — 2 & 6 p.m.
North East Chamber of Com-
merce, 44 W. Main St, North 
East, PA 16428 nechamber.org.

North East Food Tour

May 6 — 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The Bean Coffee Shop, 12 
S. Lake St, North East, PA 
16428  eriefoodtours.com.

MOVIES
Aircraft Carrier
Ongoing — 11 a.m. & 
2 p.m. & 5 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental 
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr. 
biggreenscreen.com.

Prehistoric Planet
Ongoing — noon & 3 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental 
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr. 
biggreenscreen.com.

Flight of the Butterflies
Ongoing — 1 p.m. & 4 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental 
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr. 
biggreenscreen.com.

The Diner Premiere
Apr. 26 — 6 to 9 p.m.
Bourbon Barrel, 1213 State 
St. facebook.com.

Repo Man (1984)
Apr. 27 — 8 to 11 p.m.
Erie Movie House, 3424 W. 
Lake Rd. facebook.com.

The Met: Live in 
HD - Cendrillon
Apr. 28 — 12:55 p.m.
Mary D’Angelo Performing 

Arts Center, 501 E. 38th St. 
miac.mercyhurst.edu.

Anime Night: The Ancient 
Magus’ Bride (2016)
Apr. 28 — 8 to 10 p.m.
Erie Movie House, 3424 W. 
Lake Rd. facebook.com.

The Zookeeper’s Wife
Apr. 29 — 1:30 p.m.
Blasco Memorial Library, 160 
E. Front St. erielibrary.org.

Phantom Thread
May 2 — 5:30 p.m.
Bourbon Barrel, 1213 State 
St. filmsocietynwpa.org.

King of the Zombies (1941)
May 3 — 8 to 9:30 p.m.
Erie Movie House, 3424 W. 
Lake Rd. facebook.com.

I, Tonya
May 9 — 5:30 p.m.
Bourbon Barrel, 1213 State 
St. filmsocietynwpa.org.

VISUAL ARTS
Patricia S. Yahn 
Student Art Show
Ongoing through Apr. 27
John M. Lilley Library at Penn 
State Behrend, 4951 Behrend 
College Dr. sites.psu.edu.

Urban Chatter: Textile Art 
by Sharon Kerry-Harlan
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The Erie Chamber 
Orchestra, which enjoyed 
a 40-year run under the 
sponsorship of Gannon 
University, will play its 
last concert on Apr. 28 
before being partially 
subsumed into the Erie 
Philharmonic.



Two Stages and an Outer Space Masquerade Ball

SATURDAY, APRIL 28

It’s that time of year again, when 
the self-proclaimed oddballs and 

avant-garde of Erie take center stage, 
when the weird and bizarre are cel-
ebrated at Basement Transmissions 
(even more so than usual). That’s right, 
it’s time for BT’s fifth annual Toxic Prom!

Each year, Basement Transmission’s 
Toxic Prom gives attendees the chance 
to show off their best costumes in ac-
cordance to the event’s theme, this 
year’s being Outer Space Masquer-
ade, with all the workings of a typical 
high school prom, but with a BT twist 
— “toxic” punch and snacks, a cosmic 
photo booth, and of course, the live 
soundtrack of some of Erie’s best musi-
cians.

Setting this Toxic Prom apart from its 

previous incarnations are several fac-
tors, as described by BT owner and pro-
prietor Bob Jensen. “First of all, there 
will be two stages, so twice the enter-
tainment, but the second stage will fea-
ture hip-hop and acoustic artists. That’s 
new to the event and really important 
because the rise of hip-hop at BT has 
been significant this year. I have worked 
hard to foster a community there and 
it’s finally at a point where it’s a leading 
genre at the venue. Also, there will be 
the best lighting done by Sam Edwards. 
He is going far beyond what we have had 
in the past. Pretty much every aspect is 
going to be better. I’m really excited!”

In addition to the dual-stage setup, 
BT will also be hosting “Toxic Prom Til 
Dawn” from midnight to 2 a.m., featur-
ing local and regional electronica acts 
for patrons ages 21 and over.

Headlining the main stage are BT fa-
vorites and Toxic Prom veterans Joose, 
preceded by Cult Classics, The Wild-
eyes, The Standby, Paper Matches, 
Wasted Info, and Sounds Like A Plan. 
Appearing on the second stage are hip-
hop artists Desmond Collier and Nary, 
and acoustic acts Teddy Rankin, Alex 
Miller, and Georgia Buchner.

Come to Toxic Prom, and don’t miss 
this chance to be crowned Toxic King or 
Galaxy Queen, and dance yourself out 
of this world at BT’s biggest party of the 
year. — Tommy Shannon

5 p.m. // 145 W. 11th St. // $10 Advance, 
$15 Doors // All-Ages until midnight, 
21+ after midnight // facebook.
com/basement.transmissions

Buck-nutty for Buck Fever at PACA

FRIDAY, MAY 4

“A tickling exercise in sexual perversity” is how the New York Times described Bill 
Bozzone’s short comedy play, Buck Fever, and now the great minds and talents 

at the Performing Arts Collective Alliance, or PACA, are bringing the mature-themed 
laughs to Erie.

Buck Fever tells the story of two hunters who return to their cabin, only to find 
their wives — revealed as lovers — have flitted away from the premises, taking with 
them the only car. Outrage at the turn of events leads the two men to concoct a 
plan, whereby they will retire into bed together in preparation for their wives’ return, 
so they can really teach them a lesson about how ridiculous homosexuality looks. 
Yeah, that’ll show them!

Naturally, once the stage is set and the actors are in place, a third friend of theirs 
appears with his own date— and he has some things to say about what he witness-
es.

The cast, under the direction of Margo Wolfe, will only present five performanc-
es of this deliciously vulgar comedy before looking toward their next production, 
Equus. — Cara Suppa

Fridays and Saturdays May 4-12, 8 p.m. // 1505 State Street, Floor 2 

What’s with Wanyama?

SATURDAY, MAY 5

The freewheelin’, freestyle-lovin’ five-
piece’s authoritative hometown al-

ternative publication, Cleveland Scene 
Magazine, puts what the band gets up 
to — and what it gets down to — some-
thing like this: “East Coast meets West 
Coast reggae, blended with roots rock 
reggae. With a large helping of hip-hop 
tossed in. Mixed with some original fla-
vor. Best served live and on fire!”

Crafting a heady blend that’s sound-

tight, socially-aware, and goofy-fun all 
at the same time, they’re influenced by 
myriad sources both sonic and social. 
But what drives them most, they say?

YOU.
That’s why you — all the you’s — who 

dig those types of grooves (or, think you 
might) should count yourselves in for 
Wanyama’s latest visit to the Gem City, 
coming up May 5 at the King’s Rook.

Could be a helluva good option for your 
(or, yous’?) later-night Cinco De Mayo 
revelries, and — as with many shows 
presented by the fine folks at the Rook 
— it’s free for members. — Ryan Smith

10 p.m. to 2 a.m. // 1921 Peach St. // 
free// facebook.com/kingsrookclub

Ongoing through Apr. 29
Erie Art Museum, 411 State 
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Senior Projects
Ongoing through May 5
Doane Hall of Art at Allegheny 
College, 520 N. Main St. Mead-
ville, PA 16335 allegheny.edu.

Senior Art Thesis 
Exhibition
Ongoing through May 13
Mercyhurst University 
Cummings Gallery, 501 E. 38th 
St. miac.mercyhurst.edu.

Diane Grguras, 
“Mysterious Vapors” 
& Ryan Burke, Jade 
Sculptures
Ongoing through May 15
Glass Growers Gallery, 10 E. 5th 
St. glassgrowersgallery.com.

95th Annual Spring Show

Ongoing through Jul. 1
Erie Art Museum, 411 State 
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Gary Spinosa: 
Divine Instinct
Ongoing through Jan. 6, 2019
Erie Art Museum, 411 State 
St. erieartmuseum.org.

James McMurray: 
Faces and Paces
Ongoing through June 10, 2019
Erie Art Museum, 411 State 
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Plastics Lost and Found
Apr. 28 through May 28
Tom Ridge Environmental Cen-
ter, 301 Peninsula Dr. trecpi.org.

The Many Threads 
of Quilting
Apr. 28 — noon to 5 p.m.
This exhibit looks to set itself 

apart from the usual quilt show 
and instead bring the art of 
quilting to Erie with the aim of 
teaching people of the history 
of this rich artful community.
The Erie Art Gallery, 24 W. 
8th St. erieartgallery.com.

On Your Knees 
for Recovery
May 4 — 7 to 11 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church 
of the Covenant, 250 W. 
7th St. facebook.com.

By Tooth and Nail
May 9 through May 11
Bruce Gallery in Doucette Hall, 
215 Meadville St, Edinboro, 
PA 16444 brucegallery.info.

Vintage Neon: Images 
by Chuck Biddle
May 9 through Sept. 9
Erie Art Museum, 411 State 

St. erieartmuseum.org.

THEATER
Til Beth Do Us Part
Apr. 25 — noon & Apr. 28 — 
5:30 p.m. & Apr. 29 — 2:30 p.m.
Station Dinner Theatre, 
4940 Peach St. can-
terburyfeast.com.

Clybourne Park
Apr. 25, 26, 27, 28   — 7:30 
p.m. & Apr. 29 — 2 p.m.
Erie Playhouse, 13 W. 10th 
St. erieplayhouse.org.

One Man, Two Guvnors
Apr. 26, 27, 28 — 8 p.m. 
& Apr. 29 — 2 p.m.
Schuster Theatre, 620 
Sassafras St. gannon.edu.

A Comedy of Tenors
Apr. 27, 28 & May 4, 5 — 
7:30 to 10 p.m. & Apr. 29 & 

May 6 — 3 to 5:30 p.m.
All An Act Theatre, 652 W. 
17th St. allanact.net.

Buck Fever
May 4, 5, 11, 12 — 8 p.m. 
& May 6 — 2 p.m.
PACA, 1505 State St. 
paca1505.com.

My Heart is So Full of You
May 9 — noon
Station Dinner Theatre, 
4940 Peach St. can-
terburyfeast.com.

SPORTS
National Collegiate 
Acrobatics and Tumbling 
Association 2018 National 
Championships
Apr. 26 , 27, 28
Gannon University hosts the 

NCATA 2018 National Cham-
pionship in the Hammermill 
Center, featuring some of 
the best talent in the sport.
Gannon University’s 
Hammermill Center, 620 
Peach St. thencata.org.

Erie SeaWolves 
vs Binghamton 
Rumble Ponies
Apr. 27, 28 — 6:05 p.m. 
& Apr. 29 — 1:35 p.m.
UPMC Park, 110 E. 
10th St. milb.com.

Erie SeaWolves vs 
Bowie Baysox
Apr. 30 & May 1 — 6:05 p.m. 
& May 2 — 11:05 a.m.
UPMC Park, 110 E. 
10th St. milb.com.

Erie SeaWolves vs 
Harrisburg Senators
May 7, 8 — 6:05 p.m. & 
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Wine / Food / Friends

WWW.CLOUD9ERIE.COM
25 E 10TH ST. / (814) 870-9007

4-6 PM EVERY DAY

AFTER
WORK

HAPPY
HOUR

MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH
MAY 13TH AT 11AM, 1:30PM, & 3:30PM

RESERVATIONS ONLY

“Our Shared Atmosphere” 
& “Gestures in Jade”

Show open now until
 May 15, 2018

10 E. 5th St, Erie, PA 16501
(814) 453-3758

www.glassgrowersgallery.com

Diane Grguras

Ryan Burke
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when you buy one Smith’s
Regular Hot Dog, Regular
Curly Fries and a Regular

Or Milkshake
Perfect For Two People

LIMIT 1 PER CUSTOMER • NOT VALID ON
VALUE MEALS • WITH COUPON

EXPIRES 6/6/18   

FREE
REGULAR HOT DOG

25 Peninsula Dr
Erie, PA 16505
(814) 833-1957
saraserie.com

V

���
����

FINAL WEEKEND! APRIL 25–29

M A I N S TA G E  S P O N S O R

H E A LT H

*Adult language
  and situations

erieplayhouse.org   |   454-2852 x 0
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FRI 04/27
ART THE BAND

FRI 05/04
FOLKFACES
SAT 05/05
WANYAMA
FRI 05/11

WAVE TRAILS
+ MIRES

+ BARLOW
SAT 05/12

C. BROWN ALBUM
RELEASE

W/ALL STAR BAND

D O O R S  8 P M  |  M U S I C  1 0 P M

Kings Rook
   

OPEN THURS-SAT @ 8PM
HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 8PM-12AM
FREE POOL, SHUFFLEBOARD, & GAMES ALWAYS!
1921 PEACH ST - FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

THURSDAY @ 10PM! 
THIRSTY THURSDAY DRINK SPECIALS!
 + $2 WELLS & ALL DOMESTICS (8PM-11PM) 
 + $3 ALL CRAFTS (8PM-11PM)
 + $2 FIREBALL (9PM-10PM) 
 + $3.50 LONG ISLANDS (9PM-10PM)

**NO COVER FOR MEMBERS 
EXCEPT SPECIAL EVENTS**

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
CHESTNUT GROVE
+ WILD ADRIATIC
+THE BOOM SHAKALAKAS
[DOWNSTAIRS]

FRIDAY, MAY 18
CONSIDER THE SOURCE
+ TONY GREY’S
    GALACTIC DUO
[DOWNSTAIRS]

SATURDAY, MAY 19
THE MAGIC BEANS
+THIS AMERICAN SONG
[DOWNSTAIRS]

RENEWALS ONLY $5! 
NEW MEMBERSHIPS 

ONLY $10!
SEE DOOR STAFF 

FOR DETAILS!

 GET YOUR
2018

MEMBERSHIP
NOW!

LET’S GET  
MUDDY! 
Run-A-Muck Mud Run • Sat. June 2 
A MUDtastic event 
for kids and the en-
tire family includes 
a 1.5-mile course 
and 20 unique ob-
stacles all  
designed to get you 
wet and muddy. 

Post Party Features: 

 Food for purchase 
from Sticks & Bricks 

 Northern Scoop 
Craft Ice Cream 

 Ye Olde Sweet 
Shoppe 

$25/participant includes official t-shirt or $35/
participant day of registration (no shirt) 

Eastside Family Y • 2101 Nagle Road  
ymcaerie.org • 899-9622 

FIRST TO 
ELEVEN  
PERFORMS 
LIVE! 

LET’S GET  
MUDDY! 
Run-A-Muck Mud Run • Sat. June 2 
A MUDtastic event 
for kids and the en-
tire family includes 
a 1.5-mile course 
and 20 unique ob-
stacles all  
designed to get you 
wet and muddy. 

Post Party Features: 

 Food for purchase 
from Sticks & Bricks 

 Northern Scoop 
Craft Ice Cream 

 Ye Olde Sweet 
Shoppe 

$25/participant includes official t-shirt or $35/
participant day of registration (no shirt) 

Eastside Family Y • 2101 Nagle Road  
ymcaerie.org • 899-9622 

FIRST TO 
ELEVEN  
PERFORMS 
LIVE! 

Contact Melani Scott  
mscott@pdainc.us •814-464-7236 

Looking for Retail Space? 

is your answer! 
• 1st floor location    • Beautiful windows 
• Next to building entrance   • Newly remodeled  
• High speed fiber connectivity  • Affordable rates   
• 1,000 square feet   • Attached parking  
• Other retail & café across the hall 
• Centrally located in the heart of downtown Erie    
• Prominent location - corner of 10th & State Streets 



Books Galore Celebrates 17th Free Comic Books Day
Illustrated delights for the tightest tightwads in tights

SATURDAY, MAY 5

On an ordinary day in the 
comic book world, walking 

out of a merchandiser without 
paying would be license for a 
Batarang to the hand or a web 
bolt to the face. After all, nei-
ther the long arm of the law nor 
the costumed vigilantes who 
operate outside it can abide 
thieves.

Free Comic Book Day, how-
ever, is not your typical skip 

between skyscrapers. Fear not, 
citizens, because for one ex-
traordinary day, you can walk 
out of a participating indepen-
dent comic book shop with 
one (or more) of 50 eligible ti-
tles without incurring so much 
as a slap on the wrist. In fact, 
these businesses welcome it.

 Is this the chicanery of some 
conniving mastermind? The 
feint of some foul foe? If Free 
Comic Book Day is the gamma 

radiation that transforms your 
mild-mannered appreciation 
for the art form into Incredible 
Hulk-like passion, then yes, it is 
a trap. The event was first con-
ceived in 2002 by comic book 
lovers as an initiative to clone 
more comic book lovers. The 
experiment involved one free 
comic book on the first Satur-
day of May, just for showing up. 
Needless to say, it has blown 
up in a big way.

For over 30 years, some of 
the area’s most ardent comic 
book lovers have joined forces 
at Books Galore, an unassum-
ing brick building near the Mill-
creek Mall. The family-owned 
shop has been participating 
in Free Comic Book Day since 
its inception, and according 
to longtime organizer Doug 
Phillips, “every year the event 

is bigger, better, and more 
well-attended than the pre-
vious year.” To entertain the 
crowds, Books Galore is bring-
ing in costumed greeters, face 
painters (on site from noon til 
5), comestibles courtesy of 
The Big Cheese food truck and 
Little Shop of Donuts, a full 
afternoon of live music (one-
hour slots for Brooke Surgener, 
Chris Ehrich, Paolello & Gone, 
and Matt Broke Boland, begin-
ning at noon), and even a musi-
cal petting zoo.

As for what you’ll be waiting 
for: all 50 of 2018’s titles (as 
selected by a panel appoint-
ed by Diamond Comic Retail-
ers) will be available, and are 
divided into “Gold” (meaning 
higher-profile publishers) and 
“Silver” categories. Among the 
popular choices this year will 
be Avengers, Infinity Watch, 
DC Super Hero Girls, Disney 
Princess Ariel, and Star Wars 
Adventures. Phillips’ personal 
pick is the debut issue of Im-
age Comics’ new sci-fi series 

Barrier. Weighing in at a whop-
ping 53 pages, Barrier is the 
latest creation of celebrated 
writer Brian K. Vaughan (Y: The 
Last Man, Saga, Ex Machina).

Again, for taking part, you will 
get your pick of any one comic 
book. For acting the part (of a 
hero by donating a nonperish-
able food item to the Second 
Harvest Food Bank), you will 
be entitled to a second comic 
book. If you dress the part (of 
a character from the comics, 
sci-fi, fantasy, or video games), 
you may be awarded up to a 
third (!) complimentary com-
ic book. Save some space on 
your bookshelf, because there 
will be steep discounts on 
paid content (yes, that is still a 
thing) throughout the store as 
well.

It’s uncanny how quickly the 
transformation happens.  
— Matt Swanseger

10 a.m. to 7 p.m. // 5546 
Peach St. // 864-1853 // 
eriebooksgalore.wixsite.com

May 9 — 11:05 a.m.
UPMC Park, 110 E. 
10th St. milb.com.

COMMUNITY
Family Storytime
Apr. 25 — 10 to 10:45 a.m
Millcreek Branch Library, 2088 
Interchange Rd. erielibrary.org.

Nerd Night
Apr. 25 — 5 to 11 p.m.
Bourbon Barrel, 1213 State 
St. bourbonbarrelerie.com.

Preservation Erie’s 
Greater Erie Awards
Apr. 25 — 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Urban planner Phillip Langdon 
will be deliver a keynote 
address for the Sixth Annual 
Greater Erie Awards with six 
awards being handed out 
to local buisnesses, individ-
uals and organizations.
Jr’s Last Laugh, 1402 State 
St. facebook.com.

To be Young: Adolescence, 
Impulsivity, and Drugs
Apr. 25 — 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Jefferson Educational Society, 
3207 State St. jeserie.org.

Halfway to Halloween 
Haunted History Tours
Apr. 25 — 7:30 p.m. & April 
27 — 7 & 9:30 p.m.
The Brewerie at Union Station, 
123 W. 14th St. brewerie.com.

Al Stone Lecture Series
Apr. 26 & May 3 — 9:30 a.m.
Dr. Barbian, a forensic anthro-
pologist and former curator 
at the National Museum 
of Health and Medicine in 
Washington, D.C., delivers 
a lecture titled “Tales from 
the Crypt: Case Studies in 
Physical Anthropology.”

Founding director and actress 
in the Edinboro Theater 
Company and a teacher of 
dramatics, Susan Woodland 
presents her lecture titled 
“American Musical Theater 
from ‘Oklahoma’ to ‘Hamilton’”.
Edinboro University’s Diebold 
Center for the Performing Arts, 
217 Meadville St, Edinboro, PA 
16444 events.edinboro.edu.

Family Storytime
Apr. 26 — 10 to 10:45 a.m.
Lincoln Community Center 
Library, 1255 Manches-
ter Rd. erielibrary.org.

Adult Art Classes
Apr. 26 & May 3 — 1 to 3 p.m.
Lake Erie Arboretum at 
Frontier Park, 1501 W. 
6th St. leaferie.org.

American Short Stories
Apr. 26 & May 3 — 4 to 6 p.m.
Jefferson Educational Society, 
3207 State St. jeserie.org.

Yoga Classes for Kids
Apr. 26 & May 3 — 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Tumble 84, 4500 W. 26th St. 
apluseventsforkids.com.

CVC Victims’ Rights 
Speaker Series
Apr. 26 — 6:30 p.m.
The Crime Victim Center of 
Erie County hosts its annual 
Victims’ Rights speaker 
series featuring Thomas 
Williams and Erin Merryn, 
founder of Erin’s Law.
Ambassador Center, 7794 
Peach St. cvcerie.org.

Jon Reep
Apr. 26 — 7 p.m. & Apr. 27, 
28 — 6:45 & 9:30 p.m.
Winner of NBC’s Last Comic 
Standing Season 5 and the 
“That thing got a Hemi?” guy 

from Dodge commercials, 
Jon Reep plans to deliver 
lots of laughs at JRs.
Jr’s Last Laugh, 1402 State 
St. jrslastlaugh.com.

PA-16th Dist. 
Congressional Debate
Apr. 26 — 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Jefferson Educational Society, 
3207 State St. jeserie.org.

Brian Regan
Apr. 26 — 7:30 p.m.
Brian Regan, a regular on The 
Tonight Show and dubbed 
“the funniest stand-up 
alive” by Vanity Fair, will 
be making a stop at the 
Warner for his spring tour.
Warner Theatre, 811 State 
St. brianregan.com.

CVC Victims’ Rights 
Conference
Apr. 27 — 9 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.
Avalon Hotel, 16 W. 10 
St. cvcerie.org.

Qigong Classes
Apr. 27 — 10 to 11 a.m.
Iroquois Avenue Branch 
Library, 4212 Iroquois 
Ave. erielibrary.org.

Stuffy Friends Sleepover
Apr. 27 — 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Asbury Woods Nature 
Center, 4105 Asbury Rd. 
asburywoods.org.

LEAF’s 20th Birthday 
and Arbor Day Party
Apr. 27 — 4 to 6 p.m.
The Lake Erie Arboretum 
at Frontier Park celebrates 
20 years with free trees 
and refreshments to its 
first 100 attendees, as well 
as free face painting.
Lake Erie Arboretum at 
Frontier Park, 1501 W. 
6th St. leaferie.org.

Garage Gala
Apr. 27 — 7 to 10 p.m.
Back for its 3rd year, the 
Garage Gala is set to be packed 
with Garage Chic outfits, 
food trucks and entertain-
ment all inside EmergyCare’s 
massive 20,000 sq. ft. garage.
EmergyCare, 1926 Peach 
St. emergycare.org.

Richard J. Fasenmyer, 
Engineering Design 
Conference
Apr. 28 — 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Brian Kupchella, a 1990 
graduate of Behrend’s Plastics 
Engineering Technology 
program and the President 
and CEO of Truck-Lite, will 
deliver a keynote speech 
for this year’s conference.
Penn State Behrend, 4701 
College Dr. behrend.psu.edu.

Presque Isle’s 62nd 
Spring Clean-Up
Apr. 28 — 8 a.m. to noon
Help keep Presque Isle 
healthy alongside hundreds 
of volunteers, the S.O.N.S. 
of Lake Erie, DNCR staff and 
others for this annual clean-up. 
Gloves and bags provided.
Rotary Pavilion in Presque 
Isle State Park, 1 Penin-
sula Dr. trecpi.org.

Autism Society NWPA’s 
17th Annual Autism Walk
Apr. 28 — 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Beach 11 at Presque Isle 
State Park, 1 Peninsu-
la Dr. nwpa-asa.org.

World Tai Chi and 
QiGong Day
Apr. 28 — 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Unitarian Universalist 
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Free Comic Book Day organizer 
Doug Phillips poses with 
cosplayers at last year’s event. 
The annual celebration has been 
observed at Books Galore for 17 
years. 



APRIL

JULY

MAY

AUG

JUNE

SEPT

FRIDAY  

27
Barrel Room Jam with  

Abby & Pat Doyle of  
Gem City Revival

5:30 – 8:30 pm

Free event 

THURSDAY  

17
PINT NIGHTS BEGIN! 

Every Thursday
5:00 – 8:00 pm
Half-Price Pints 

Food by Bird 
Live Music at Select Pint Nights

SUNDAY  

20
American Craft Beer Week 

Sunday Sesh  
with Meredith Rounsley

1:00 – 4:00 pm

Free event

SATURDAY  

26
Patio Yoga with Megan

9:00 – 10:00 am

** Tickets at fiveand20.com **

SUNDAY  

10
Patio Yoga with Deb

10:00 – 11:00 am
** Tickets at fiveand20.com **

– and –
Sunday Sesh with the Good  

for Nuthin String Band
1:00 – 4:00 pm

Free event

SATURDAY  

16
Patio Yoga with Megan

9:00 – 10:00 am 
** Tickets at fiveand20.com **

SUNDAY  

17
Sunday Sesh with Zack Orr

1:00 – 4:00 pm
Free event

SUNDAY  

1
Sunday Sesh with DangerBird

1:00 – 4:00 pm

Free event

SATURDAY  

7
Patio Yoga with Megan

9:00 – 10:00 am 
** Tickets at fiveand20.com **

SUNDAY  

15
Patio Yoga with Deb

10:00 – 11:00 am 
** Tickets at fiveand20.com **

SUNDAY  

22
Sunday Sesh with The Mighty Sea

1:00 – 4:00 pm

Free event

SUNDAY  

5
Sunday Sesh with 

the Honest Mistakes
1:00 – 4:00 pm

Free event

SUNDAY  

12
Patio Yoga with Deb

10:00 – 11:00 am
** Tickets at fiveand20.com **

– and – 
Sunday Sesh with 
Paolello and Gone

1:00 – 4:00 pm

Free event 
 

SUNDAY  

2
Patio Yoga with Deb

10:00 – 11:00 am

** Tickets at fiveand20.com **

SUNDAY  

9
Sunday Sesh with 

Charity Nuse
1:00 – 4:00 pm

Free event

Visit ENJOYMAZZA.com for more event info

All yoga classes  include a free  tasting and one  pint of your choice  of beer on tap  or glass of wine* 
* must be 21

Hang onto this event  
calendar so you don’t  
miss a single sip, solo,  
or sun salutation.

Mazza Chautauqua Cellars 

Five & 20 Spirits and Brewing 

8398 W Main St Westfield, NY 14787

THIS SEASON 
IS GOING TO BE 

AMAZING

THIS SEASON 
IS GOING TO BE 

AMAZING

FOOD BY BIRD

at all Sunday Sesh events!

Dionisio’s Jubilant Rebirth
Dominick DeCecco has a new EP, lease on life

SATURDAY, MAY 5

“I’m on my way to come alive,” Domi-
nick DeCecco softly repeats during 

the introductory track of his new re-
cording. Through ethereal tones and 
the plucked chimes of mandolin strings, 
he builds a feeling of knowing, albe-
it uneasy serenity. With soft, church-

like elements at play as well as dark, 
jaunty tales (“Oh Death”), a balance is 
achieved, a lullaby that occasionally 
leaves the listener restless.

Some Erieites will be familiar with 
DeCecco from his days fronting the 
bluegrass-folk band Shotgun Jubilee, 
who disbanded in 2013. With this new 
recording, DeCecco is ready to get back 
in the game. “There is a bit of a story be-
hind my little hiatus, which turned out 
to be four years or so, and I feel so good 
about getting back to making music 
here,” he admitted.

The new EP is titled Born This Morn-
ing. “There’s definitely a ‘life, death, re-
birth’ theme going on here, with a focus 
on the rebirth,” DeCecco said, describ-
ing the album’s concept.

Using the name Dionisio — DeCecco’s 
first name by birth — he’s starting to hit 
the stage again. The project has been 
spotted live a handful of times over the 
last few years (notably for two appear-
ances at the Gathering at Chaffee’s side 
stage), but in measured stints.

“I had been doing a whole lot of music 
for a while, and ended up feeling burnt 
out and wanting to do something that 
felt more substantial,” he described, 
adding that he ended up working on an 
organic farm in Tionesta for a period of 
years.

“I later realized that I had been sinking 
into depression and anxiety, then some 
addiction from coping, and really had 
just completely lost my spark,” DeCec-
co confessed. “I’ve been fighting back 
here, trying to get myself well, and have 
recently been excited to return to mu-
sic,” saying that he’s “found value in it 
for the first time in a while, especially to 
have pride in this album and to be excit-
ed to share it.”

The album will be available at Dioni-
sio’s opening show at the Sunset Grill in 
Edinboro, on Saturday, May 5.

“The first track is a bit of an overture 
style song for the five others, and they 
all flow into each other musically; even 
wraps around from the last track back 
into the intro if you happen to be listen-
ing on repeat,” he smiled. Recorded with 
his friend Jay Garrett, DeCecco played 
all the instruments on the record, with 
the exception of Abby Barrett on viola 
— used to great success on the track 
“Come Alive Again.” Choir-like sections 
line the tracks with Tonya Camasi (who 
sang with Shotgun Jubilee) and Colette 
Bone showing up prominently.

“It’s no accident that the rebirth part 
of the album’s theme inspired a lot of 
this as the music came together,” DeCe-
cco reasoned. — Nick Warren

6:30 p.m. // 508 Erie St, Edinboro, 
PA // facebook.com/elrsunsetgrill

Church, 7180 Perry Hwy. 
worldtaichiday.org.

Coloring for Grown-Ups
Apr. 28 — 10 a.m. to noon
Iroquois Avenue Branch 
Library, 4212 Iroquois 
Ave. erielibrary.org.

12th Annual Guess 
That Tune Gala
Apr. 28 — 5 to 9 p.m.
Bayfront Convention Center, 
1 Sassafras Pier ssjnn.org.

Erie Tales: A Local 
Story Slam
Apr. 28 — 7 to 8 p.m.
PACA, 1505 State St. 
paca1505.com.

Pond Safari
Apr. 28 — 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Asbury Woods Nature 
Center, 4105 Asbury Rd. 
asburywoods.org.

Cash Bingo Benefits 
Iroquois Marching Braves
Apr. 29 — 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Polish Falcons Club, 431 E. 
3rd St. facebook.com.

Peddler Expo and Anna 
Shelter Fundraiser
Apr. 29 — 1 to 5:30 p.m.
A LulaRoe fashion show, 
multiple vendors and pets 
looking for their forever home 
will all be at this year’s expo 
with money being raised 
for the ANNA Shelter.
Bayfront Convention Center, 1 
Sassafras Pier facebook.com.

Bluebird Program
Apr. 29 — 2 to 3 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental Cen-
ter, 301 Peninsula Dr. trecpi.org.

The Princess Ball
Apr. 29 & May 6 — 3 p.m.
The Playhouse invites all 
“princesses” to their Ball, 
complete with tea treats, 
create-your-own tiaras and 
a Princess Hair Salon as well 
as photo opportunities.
Ambassador Center, 7792 
Peach St. erieplayhouse.org.

Little Leaves
Apr. 30 & May 5 — 10 
to 10:45 a.m.
Lake Erie Arboretum at 
Frontier Park, 1501 W. 
6th St. leaferie.org.

Family Storytime
Apr. 30 — 10 to 10:45 a.m.
Edinboro Branch Library, 
413 W. Plum St, Edinboro, 
PA 16412 erielibrary.org.

Beach Glass Jewelry
Apr. 30 — 2 to 3 p.m.
Iroquois Avenue Branch 
Library, 4212 Iroquois 
Ave. erielibrary.org.

STREAM Studio
Apr. 30 — 4:30 to 5:15 p.m.
Edinboro Branch Library, 
413 Plum Street, Edinboro, 
PA 16412 erielibrary.org.

How John Quincy Adams 
and Andrew Jackson 
Created the Defining 

Conflict in the American 
Split Personality
Apr. 30 — 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Jefferson Educational Society, 
3207 State St. jeserie.org.

2018 Presque Isle 
State Park “Big Month” 
Birding Competition
May 1 through May 31
With over 300 species of birds 
throughout the seasons, 
Presque Isle makes for a 
great location for this birding 
competition open to beginners 
and advanced participants.
Presque Isle State Park, 1 
Peninsula Dr. trecpi.org.

Great Books
May 1, 8 — 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Jefferson Educational Society, 
3207 State St. jeserie.org.

Board Game Event: 
Game On
May 1 — 5 to 7 p.m
Millcreek Branch Library, 2088 
Interchange Rd. erielibrary.org.

Gospel Hill Garden Club
May 1 — 6:30 p.m.
Wesleyville Borough Hall, 3421 
Buffalo Rd. greeneriepa.org.

Exploring the Role of 
Creativity in Social Change
May 3 — 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Jefferson Educational Society, 
3207 State St. jeserie.org.

ServErie Celebration
May 4 — 6 to 9 p.m.
Erie High School, 3325 

Cherry St. serverie.com.

Northwestern Drama 
Club 2nd Annual 5K 
Color Fun Run/Walk
May 5 — 7:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Northwestern Elemen-
tary Corder Gym, 10450 
John Williams Ave. events.
myschoolcolorrun.com.

Tech Savvy 2018
May 5 — 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Pogue Center at Edinboro Uni-
versity, 405 Scotland Rd, Edin-
boro, PA 16444 aauwerie.org.

Community Craft Show
May 5 — 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
ReaLife Assembly of God, 3902 
W. 38th St. facebook.com.

Free Comic Book Day
May 5 — 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Books Galore, 5546 Peach St. 
eriebooksgalore.wixsite.com.

Attracting Cavity Nesters
May 5 — 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental Cen-
ter, 301 Peninsula Dr. trecpi.org.

Young Artist Plastic 
Sculpture
May 5 — 1 to 3 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental Cen-
ter, 301 Peninsula Dr. trecpi.org.

Wildflower Walk
May 5 — 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Asbury Woods Nature 
Center, 4105 Asbury Rd. 
asburywoods.org.

Master Builders
May 5 — 2 to 3 p.m.

Lincoln Community Center 
Library, 1255 Manches-
ter Rd. erielibrary.org.

Civil Liberties at the 
State Capitol in the 
Era of Resistance
May 6 — 3 to 5 p.m.
La Bella, 802 W. 18th 
St. facebook.com.

Millcreek Education 
Foundation Virtual 5K
May 7 — 8 a.m.
Millcreek Educational Founda-
tion, 2614 Colonial millcreeked-
ucationfoundation.org.

Beach Yoga
May 7 — 3:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Beach 1 in Presque Isle State 
Park, 1 Peninsula Dr. trecpi.org.

The Bill of Rights and 
Civil Liberties: A Primer
May 7 — 4 to 6 p.m.
Edwin McKean, J.D., a graduate 
of Allegheny College and the 
University of Pittsburgh School 
of Law, lectures on the histori-
cal context of the Bill of Rights 
and its application to contem-
porary social issues for this 
series of four discrete lectures.
Jefferson Educational Society, 
3207 State St. jeserie.org.

Idea Lab on the Road
May 8 — 1 to 4:30 p.m.
Edinboro Branch Library, 
413 Plum Street, Edinboro, 
PA 16412 erielibrary.org.

Read to a Therapy Dog

May 8 — 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Lincoln Community Center 
Library, 1255 Manches-
ter Rd. erielibrary.org.

Erie Talent Share
May 8 — 6 to 8 p.m.
Blasco Memorial Library, 160 
E. Front St. erielibrary.org.

Opposition
May 8 — 7 p.m.
Planetarium director Dr. David 
Hurd invites audiences to look 
to the skies with this show that 
promises to show off several 
stargazing heavy hitters.
Edinboro University Plan-
etarium, 230 Scotland 
Rd. edinboro.edu.

Time with James 
R. Clapper
May 9 — 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Bayfront Convention Center, 
1 Sassafras Pier eriebar.com.

Read to a Therapy Dog
May 9 — 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Edinboro Branch Library, 
413 Plum Street, Edinboro, 
PA 16412 erielibrary.org.

America’s Most 
Contentious 
Presidential Elections
May 9 — 4 to 6 p.m.
Jefferson Educational Society, 
3207 State St. jeserie.org.

Remarkable Women: 
Henrietta Lacks
May 9 — 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Jefferson Educational Society, 
3207 State St. jeserie.org.
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CALENDAR

Dominic DeCecco, former frontman of 
bluegrass-folk band Shotgun Jubilee, has 
returned to performing after a four-year 
hiatus. His new EP, Born This Morning, 
reflects his refreshed outlook on music and 
life.



APRIL

JULY

MAY

AUG

JUNE

SEPT

FRIDAY  

27
Barrel Room Jam with  

Abby & Pat Doyle of  
Gem City Revival

5:30 – 8:30 pm

Free event 

THURSDAY  

17
PINT NIGHTS BEGIN! 

Every Thursday
5:00 – 8:00 pm
Half-Price Pints 

Food by Bird 
Live Music at Select Pint Nights

SUNDAY  

20
American Craft Beer Week 

Sunday Sesh  
with Meredith Rounsley

1:00 – 4:00 pm

Free event

SATURDAY  

26
Patio Yoga with Megan

9:00 – 10:00 am

** Tickets at fiveand20.com **

SUNDAY  

10
Patio Yoga with Deb

10:00 – 11:00 am
** Tickets at fiveand20.com **

– and –
Sunday Sesh with the Good  

for Nuthin String Band
1:00 – 4:00 pm

Free event

SATURDAY  

16
Patio Yoga with Megan

9:00 – 10:00 am 
** Tickets at fiveand20.com **

SUNDAY  

17
Sunday Sesh with Zack Orr

1:00 – 4:00 pm
Free event

SUNDAY  

1
Sunday Sesh with DangerBird

1:00 – 4:00 pm

Free event

SATURDAY  

7
Patio Yoga with Megan

9:00 – 10:00 am 
** Tickets at fiveand20.com **

SUNDAY  

15
Patio Yoga with Deb

10:00 – 11:00 am 
** Tickets at fiveand20.com **

SUNDAY  

22
Sunday Sesh with The Mighty Sea

1:00 – 4:00 pm

Free event

SUNDAY  

5
Sunday Sesh with 

the Honest Mistakes
1:00 – 4:00 pm

Free event

SUNDAY  

12
Patio Yoga with Deb

10:00 – 11:00 am
** Tickets at fiveand20.com **

– and – 
Sunday Sesh with 
Paolello and Gone

1:00 – 4:00 pm

Free event 
 

SUNDAY  

2
Patio Yoga with Deb

10:00 – 11:00 am

** Tickets at fiveand20.com **

SUNDAY  

9
Sunday Sesh with 

Charity Nuse
1:00 – 4:00 pm

Free event

Visit ENJOYMAZZA.com for more event info

All yoga classes  include a free  tasting and one  pint of your choice  of beer on tap  or glass of wine* 
* must be 21

Hang onto this event  
calendar so you don’t  
miss a single sip, solo,  
or sun salutation.

Mazza Chautauqua Cellars 

Five & 20 Spirits and Brewing 

8398 W Main St Westfield, NY 14787

THIS SEASON 
IS GOING TO BE 

AMAZING

THIS SEASON 
IS GOING TO BE 

AMAZING

FOOD BY BIRD

at all Sunday Sesh events!
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ARE YOU A TECH SAVVY GIRL?

ARE YOU READY?

You will be after a day of hands-on fun with science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics!

Who: Girls in grades 6-9
Where: Edinboro University
Date: Saturday, May 5, 2018
Time: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm
Cost: $10 per girl, $15 with adult

REGISTRATION IS 
OPEN NOW!

TO REGISTER: 
AAUWERIE.ORG

ERIE LIBRARY
COMIC CON

2018

ERIE LIBRARY
COMIC CON

2018May 19th 

9 AM to 4 Pm
At blasco library
160 E. Front St.
Erie, PA 16507

Bonus feature

Cos-prom
May 18th
7 To 10 PM

At Blasco Library
160 E. Front St.
Erie, PA 16507

www.erielibrary.org

Pub Hours:  Mon-Tues: 3-10 . Wed-Fri: 3-12 . Sat: 11-12 . Sun: 11-4

11 am - everyday11 am - everyday

lunch at lavery’s
Beginning May 7th

beer garden bbq fridays!Beer Garden BBQ Fridays!

de 
Saturday, May 5th 2018

GREAT SPECIALS

CINCO
MAYO

1109 State St, Erie, PA 16501
814.453.6454

www.plymouthtavern.com

CELEBRATION



Cardi B
Invasion of Privacy 
Atlantic Records

“I was covered 
in dollars, 

now I’m drip-
ping in jewels,” 
raps Belcalis Al-
manzar – better 
known to the 
world as Cardi B – on what is likely the 
best debut of the year. Cardi B’s rags-to-
riches story is detailed in “Get Up 10,” 
a track often compared to Meek Mill’s 
“Dreams and Nightmares” that will in-
stantly grab the attention of any nay-
sayers that might remain. Invasion of 
Privacy is the rare debut that borders on 
instant-classic status, delivering sum-
mer smashes (“I Like It”) and old-fash-
ioned confessionals (“Ring” ft. Kehlani) 
in the same lean 48 minutes. Any miss-
es here are, at the very least, pleasant. 
Some of her work with male features 
(barring “Best Life ft. Chance the Rap-
per”) leans on beats typical of that art-
ist, and in all honesty, this is a detriment 
to the feature rather than to Cardi B her-
self. She never bites the style of these 
rappers, but actually surpasses them 
in their own territory. In some ways it’s 
fitting that “Bodak Yellow” sprung her to 
the top of the charts, because the same 
people who dismissed that song will 
likely be the ones kicking themselves 
after hearing everything she’s capable 
of. — Aaron Mook

The Wonder Years
Sister Cities 
Hopeless Records

For four albums 
now, Philadel-

phia’s The Won-
der Years have 
been distancing 
themselves from 
the genre that 
initially gained them hordes of tattooed, 
gang-vocal loving fans, and on their sixth 
album, Sister Cities, they seem to have 
finally shed the pop-punk tag for good. 
What Sister Cities lacks in The Greatest 
Generation-sized hooks, it gains in tech-
nical ability and lyrical growth. While vo-
calist Dan Campbell is still singing about 
grief (“Raining in Kyoto,” “The Ghosts of 
Right Now”) and the strain touring puts 
on his relationships, he’s now doing so 
with tact and confidence. Sister Cities’ 
best moments are the ones that run with 
this newfound sonic direction. Songs 
like “It Must Get Lonely” and “Flowers 
Where Your Face Should Be” depend 
largely on intricate guitar parts, the lat-
ter giving Campbell a chance to flesh 
out a falsetto singing voice that has only 
previously been hinted at. On an album 
that has more in common with Thurs-
day than New Found Glory, The Wonder 
Years once again make themselves one 
of the easier bands to root for as they 
continue to challenge themselves and 
the genre restraints fans put on them.  
— Aaron Mook

Jack Stauber
HiLo
Plopscotch Records

HiLo is an al-
bum perfectly 

comfortable in its 
own weird skin. In 
terms of that wel-
come ever-pres-
ent weirdness, 
there’s an ever-so-slight uptick of ma-
turity from Stauber’s fantastic 2017 Pop 
Food, albeit in the most relative sense 
possible. Jack Stauber is inventing his 
own lexicon of calculated absurdity. This 
album brings divergent elements to-
gether in a hissing neon stew. There’s the 
emotive vulnerability of tracks like “It’s 
Alright,” the dance-ready disco hits of 
“Dead Weight” and “Leopard,” along with 
the idiosyncratic fresh-out-of-the-toast-
er perfection of “Small World.” In terms 
of lyrical and instrumental tones, com-
parisons with Ariel Pink are still quite 
apt, but a listener may only need those 
to roughly set their compass by, as Stau-
ber is quite possibly the furthest thing 
from derivative. The General McLane 
alumni, current Pittsburgh resident, 
and frequent guest at Basement Trans-
missions is carving out his own slice of 
fandom. Followers of the artist’s online 
outlets will be treated to a multimedia 
experience, with short VHS-style videos 
made by Stauber, most similar to a fever 
dreamed acid flashback of a 1980s chil-
dren’s cartoon. — Nick Warren

Slug
Higgledypiggledy
Memphis Industries

This Slug may 
be slick, but it’s 

definitely not go-
ing about its busi-
ness easily. Chock 
full of choppy, jerky 
rhythms, disso-
nant intervals, and sundry sonic surpris-
es, Higgledypiggledy straddles the line 
between art-rock and pop with consid-
erable finesse. This second Slug release 
sees mastermind Ian Black seizing cre-
ative control after collaborating with his 
former Field Music bandmates on his de-
but. While Black does owe a certain debt 
to the Brothers Brewis and their fondness 
for the highbrow pop of XTC, Squeeze, and 
The Fixx, much of Higgledypiggledy bears 
a passing resemblance to the more men-
acing, paranoid leanings of early Talking 
Heads and Peter Gabriel (“No Heavy 
Petting,” “Dolly Dimple,” “You Don’t Need 
to Wake Up”). A bassist at heart, Black 
builds these tracks from the inside-out, 
and the odd meters and chromatic riffs 
lend themselves to a pervasive sense of 
tension that he resolves with fine harmo-
nies and lush arrangements (the strings 
and steel pan drums of “Lackadaisical 
Love” brighten a grubby bassline, evoking 
a tropical island; the harpsichords and 
baroque choirs on “Petulia” bring to mind 
a wonderfully warped courtyard corona-
tion). — Matt Swanseger

TOMMY IN TOON — BY  TOMMY LINK
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MUSIC REVIEWS



Dinner & movie
Presented by
Film Society of NWPA

Tickets & More:  
filmsocietynwpa.org  |  814-580-6608

Celebrity Sponsors:

$12 Admission/$15 Couch
5:30 PM Dinner
7 PM FILM

Bourbon Barrel
1213 State St
Erie, PA

R

Phantom thread (2017)
Sponsored by Whole Foods Cooperative & 
Jefferson Educational Society

may 2 R

i, tonya (2017)
Sponsored by Bell Jar Creative

may 9

R

the death of stalin (2018)
june 6

Sponsored by Jefferson Educational Society
& Erie Premier Sports 

PG-13

Star Wars: The Last Jedi (2017)
june 13

Sponsored by Jefferson Educational Society 
& Dusckas-Martin Funeral Home & Crematory 

Rjuly 18

easy rider (1969)
Sponsored by Whole Foods Cooperative,
Dusckas-Martin Funeral Home & Crematory
& Chills Productions

R

Patti cake$ (2017)

Sponsored by Jefferson Educational Society 

may 16 R

Mad Max: Fury Road Black & 
Chrome Edition (2015)

may 23

Sponsored by Jefferson Educational 
Society & Dusckas-Martin Funeral Home & 
Crematory 

with performance by Erie’s own Ne’ Richa

R

Annihilation (2018)
june 20

Sponsored by Radius CoWork
& Dusckas-Martin Funeral Home & Crematory 

july 11

Black panther (2018)
Sponsored by Veterans Miracle Center Erie,  
Dusckas-Martin Funeral Home & Crematory 
& Widget Financial

PG-13

Monster Mash: Rampage is Big and Dumb ... Emphasis on Dumb

It goes without saying that Rampage features 
plenty of ridiculous things, but for me the most 

ridiculous moment in this whole ridiculous film 
is the fact that the Rampage arcade game ap-
parently exists in the film’s universe. That little 
visual gag is just one of the many dumb things 
that happen in this supremely dumb movie.

Based on the aforementioned arcade game, Rampage is about a secret genetic 
experiment gone wrong which ends up infecting three unsuspecting animals (a go-
rilla, a wolf and an alligator). This causes them to increase rapidly in both size and 
aggression and now, only a man built like a monster (Dwayne Johnson) can stop 
them before they destroy an entire city.

For being based on a game about senseless destruction the film is very light on 
destruction, saving all of its city-destroying mania for the very end. For most of its 
runtime the film focuses more on the human characters than the monsters, which 
would be fine if the human characters had anything interesting to say or do. I’ve 
mentioned before that Rampage is dumb (with lines like “those guys you call ‘Killers 
R Us?’ He’s the ‘Us’”), but I didn’t mention just how much of it is so inconsequential. 
A character gets shot only to show up in the next scene with no apparent injuries, 
a special agent (Jeffrey Dean Morgan, one of the highlights of the film) seems to 
magically appear wherever the plot needs him. It’s not that I can’t enjoy a movie for 
being dumb, but it at least has to be entertaining and Rampage doesn’t have nearly 
enough entertainment to make the dumb worthwhile.

Directed by: Brad Peyton // Written by: Ryan Condal, Ryan Eagle, Carlton Cuse 
and Adam Sztykiel // Starring: Dwayne Johnson, Naomie Harris, Jeffrey Dean 
Morgan, Joe Manganiello, Malin Akerman and Jake Lacy // 115 minutes

Whatever Happened to Man’s Best Friend?: Isle of Dogs is a Fun 
Though Crowded Experience

Over the last decade, Wes An-
derson has been unstoppable. 

His last three films (The Fantastic 
Mr. Fox, Moonrise Kingdom and The 
Grand Budapest Hotel) have all been 
energetic, creative and surprisingly 
emotional experiences. With that 
being said, I had very high hopes for his new film Isle of Dogs and those hopes were 
unfortunately only halfway met.

Taking place in a Japan of the near future after an outbreak of canine flu, the film 
follows a group of dogs living on a garbage-filled island after the government has 
banned all dogs. This pack teams up with a 12-year-old boy who has come to the is-
land in order to find his missing pet. Their friendship leads to an eventual revolution 
against the corrupt mayor and his band of cat-loving cronies.

The stop-motion animation in the film looks absolutely incredible, keeping con-
sistent with Anderson’s storybook-style worlds and every dog has a real charm and 
character in their designs. Also, much of the voice acting is surprisingly effective. 
Harvey Keitel in particular manages to give one of the most emotional performanc-
es in his career using only his voice. However, my biggest problem with the film is 
that there’s just too much going on. So many characters are introduced only to slink 
away into the background for the rest of the film. The budding friendship between 
the little boy and a stray dog named Chief (voiced by Bryan Cranston) is the real 
heart of the film, but as a result, much of the other subplots get swept aside when 
they could have been given more time to resonate with the audience. Still, Isle of 
Dogs has enough adventure and imagination to make any viewer happy ... unless 
you’re a cat lover. — Forest Taylor

Written and directed by: Wes Anderson // Features the voices of: Bryan Cranston, 
Koyu Rankin, Edward Norton, Liev Schreiber, Greta Gerwig, Bill Murray, Bob 
Balaban, Jeff Goldblum, Scarlett Johansson, Kunichi Nomura, Tilda Swinton, 
Frances MacDormand, Akira Takayama and Courtney B. Vance // 101 minutes
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Across
1. "What ____, chopped 
liver?"
4. Dallas-to-Houston dir.
7. Parts of a contract
14. La Brea fossil preserve
16. Scuba gear component
17. 2000s CBS drama creat-
ed by David Mamet
18. "Tastes so good, cats 
ask for it by name" slo-
ganeer
19. Suffix with prank or poll
20. Composer of many 
patriotic tunes in honor 
of the country seen at the 
end of his name
21. Move like a moth
23. Almost any "Get rich 
quick!" offer
25. Get rid of
29. Accomplishment for a 
soprano
31. ____ rage (result of 
juicing)
33. Bongo or conga
34. Long Island town
36. Moonves and Nielsen
38. McDonald's founder 
Ray
39. Slippery like a fish
40. Korean-born LPGA star 
who is the youngest living 
World Golf Hall of Fame 
inductee
43. Walked heavily
47. Basic first step
48. "Ain't happening"
50. Sonnets, odes and 
such

51. Hands, in Honduras
53. Remarkable deed
55. "Did Hannah see ____? 
Hannah Did" (palindrome)
56. Czech-made auto 
that's part of the Volkswa-
gen Group
58. "Witness" director 
Peter
60. Samsung competitor
63. Arrives, as fog
66. So far
67. Minor documents?
68. Corbin of "L.A. Law"
69. Tour de France units: 
Abbr.
70. Long of "Alfie"

Down
1. Lawyer: Abbr.
2. ____-jongg
3. "Take this job and shove 
it!"
4. Trig function
5. Incorrectly prepares 
007's martini
6. Ballpark fig.
7. Twinings offering with a 
"soft, floral aroma"
8. In ____ of
9. Came (from)
10. Ascending in economic 
class ... or a description of 
7-, 15- and 24-Down either 
individually or moving left-
to-right
11. Dweller in a virtual 
"City"
12. Prefix with center

13. ____ ed
15. Nix
20. ____ Paulo, Brazil
21. Lad mag that originat-
ed in the U.K.
22. 2018 Super Bowl 
number
24. First light
26. Singer Grande, to fans
27. Mystery author Grafton
28. What dialing 911 may 
bring
30. The "C" of FDIC: Abbr.
32. Rural road sign silhou-
ette
35. Bank offering
37. [You cad!]
40. "Cheers" bartender
41. When a plane is due in, 
for short
42. Harry's pal at Hogwarts
44. Sneaks a peek through 
a window
45. Suffix in many lan-
guage names
46. Prefix with functional
49. Shade of green
52. Shirts' opponents in a 
pickup game
54. Bar closing time, 
perhaps
57. Double-reed woodwind
59. Antlered animals
60. Ice cream container
61. Unlock, in verse
62. Orch. section
63. 1960s atty. gen.
64. Uganda's Amin
65. Org. for which Edward 
Snowden once worked

Answers to last issue’s puzzle
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Maitham’s Corner
Vanessa and Nikki Niemeyer

By: Maitham Basha-Agha

I recently caught up with sisters and 
distance runners Vanessa and Nik-

ki Niemeyer, who are training for the 
Bali Hope Ultra Marathon to help fund 
education for underprivileged Indone-
sian schoolchildren. We discussed how 
they got into running, how they learned 
about the race, and why compassion 
matters. 

Maitham Basha-Agha: Please tell me 
about yourselves.

Vanessa Niemeyer: We were born and 
raised in Erie, PA. We grew up playing 
multiple sports like soccer, cross-coun-
try, and track. Besides running, we like 
to hike, kayak, and basically anything 
outdoors. I went to Gannon for under-
grad and graduate school while Nik-
ki attended Edinboro for undergrad 
and University at Buffalo for graduate 
school.

MB: What is the Bali Hope Ultra Mar-
athon?

Nikki Niemeyer: This is a 52 mile one-
night run in Bali to raise funds to send 
100 disadvantaged kids to school, ran 
by a group of 15 runners from around 
the world. We are among a select few 
from the U.S. participating in this event. 
This is the first year that this ultra-mar-
athon is happening and the first ever 
ultra in Bali, Indonesia.

MB: For this Marathon, you have to 
apply to get in… can you tell us more 

about the process?
NN: I follow a well-known ultra-runner, 

Samantha Gash, on Instagram and she 
posted a video about the Bali Ultra with 
the caption ‘one spot left’ and I applied 
on a whim not expecting anything be-
cause why not? Had a phone interview 
the next day and was asked to join the 
team! I cried. I then asked Vanessa to 
run this with me, and when one of the 
15 runners dropped out she became the 
15th member.

MB: What are you hoping to achieve 
by participating in this?

NN: We did not sign up for this mar-
athon to prove to ourselves that we 
could run 52 miles, in fact the most I’ve 
ever run before is a half marathon and 
Vanessa a full. I applied to this run to be 
a part of something larger than myself; 
it’s not every day you get to take your 
passion and use that to help other peo-
ple. Our sense of accomplishment will 
be in enabling 100 children to receive 
an education that will change their 
lives, help them provide for their fami-
lies and so much more.

MB: Many people might look at this 
and say “well it’s not in my area, so why 
do I need to worry about the kids in 
Bali?”

VN: A life is a life regardless of geo-
graphic location. Who is to say that 
someone is not deserving of help just 
because of where they live? Help is 

needed everywhere and 
this opportunity just hap-
pened to present itself out 
of Bali and we would never 
pass it up because it is not 
in the U.S. Here in Ameri-
ca we take for granted so 
many resources we have. 
Educational inequality 
exists around the world, 
and enabling any child to 
receive an education pos-
itively impacts the world 
population.

MB: How are you prepar-
ing yourselves for the race?

VN: We have a running 
schedule and a weight training sched-
ule to prepare for this run. Weekends 
we run our back-to-back long runs and 
we weight train two to three days a 
week. It is important to build core and 
legs for this. Mental preparation to get 
us through the training comes from 
remembering the purpose behind all 
this and how lucky we are to have been 
presented with this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity.

MB: Tell me something interesting 
about yourselves that not many people 
know.

VN: I have been running at least a mile 
every single day since November 26, 
2013 for a four-plus year running streak!

NN: While I lived in Buffalo I partici-
pated in The Ride for Roswell to raise 
funds for cancer patients and cancer 
research.

MB: Anything else you would like to 
share with the Reader’s readers?

NN: We cannot express the amount of 
gratitude for any support, whether it be 
through financial contributions, recom-
mendations, or verbal words of encour-
agement.  We would love to send any 
information or answer any questions! 
Each runner’s goal is to raise $5,000 
which is what is needed to send 100 
kids to school in Bali.

For more info on the race and 
how to support the Niemeyers, 
please visit eriereader.com
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PEOPLE & PLACES

Distance runners and sisters 
Vanessa (left) and Nikki 
Niemeyer (right) will both be 
participating in the inaugural 
Bali Hope Run, an ultra-
marathon to raise funding for 
education in Bali, Indonesia. 
The race takes place on May 
26 this year. 
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Make My May

GIVEAWAY
How to enter:

• One free entry on each promotional day you play 
• One bonus entry for every 20 points you earn that day

• Silver – 2x entries

• Gold – 3x entries

• President – 4x entries

• Chairman – 5x entries

Players can only win once per drawing day.

4pm to 10pm
10 winners every hour

Win up to $1,000 Cash!

Fridays, May 4 & 25, 2018

$9.99 Buffet!
Starting Friday, May 4

Fiesta Fridays 4pm-10pm
Italiano Saturdays 12pm-10pm
Pot Luck Sundays 12pm-3pm

$14.99 Non-ONE Club Members. ONE Club discounts do not apply.
Soft drink included. Milk products $1.50.


