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From the Editors
The ripples of loss 
and waves of grief 

The opioid crisis has affected our na-
tion in devastating ways. Every death 
caused from a heroin overdose sends 

a ripple through society. Virtually every-
one in our community has been touched 
by these waves. It’s one of the largest issues 
our region has faced, walking facelessly like 
a spectre, leaving us feeling helpless to fight 
against it.

Death hits us hard. It hurts. Too many peo-
ple have seen their futures vanish in the 
blink of an eye, gone far too soon. It leaves 
us missing everything they would give us, 
every little gift their presence would bring.

What can we do, then? We can continue the 
conversation, we can make sure that addic-
tion isn’t a death sentence. By openly talking 
about it, and trying to remove the stigma of 
drug use, things might begin to get better in 
tiny ways. In this issue, Dan Schank looks at 
different aspects of this looming topic. With 
a few shocking statistics, we get an overview 
of the enormity of the epidemic. Then, focus-
ing in on one case, the numbers gain an all-
too-real face. Finally, there are details about 
how Erie is dealing with this crisis, through 
programs and by raising awareness.

A century ago, the world experienced an-
other tidal wave of loss. This time though, 
it was an outbreak of influenza that shook 
the nation. With high mortality rates in 
Pennsylvania, Erie was not spared from this 
pandemic. Though different strains of the 
flu virus attack people to this day, in 1918, the 
results were catastrophic. Jonathan Burdick 
traces Erie’s “patient zero” and reflects on the 
modern parallel we see every flu season. 

On Monday, March 12, Erie made the front 
page of the New York Times. Reporting on 
the McBride Viaduct, the article was titled “In 
Erie, One City Block Is a Trek of Disrespect.” 
The story, penned by Michael Kimmelman, 
looked to the viaduct as a symbol of a strug-
gling city’s lack of concern for its minority 
population. In this issue, Jim Wertz looks at 
this same controversial bridge, through the 
lens of history. Drawing parallels to Brown 
v. Board of Education, he examines the fun-
damental importance that safe pathways to 
school provide in our community.

Things link together our home in different 
ways. Through tears, pain, and struggle, we 
continue to stand strong, knowing that we 
have the responsibility to always be better. 
By building new paths, and maintaining es-
sential connections, we can hold our city to-
gether. Forces are constantly fighting for us, 
as well as against us. It’s important that we 
continue to make our voices heard, because 
words of encouragement can travel around 
the world. Ripples of progress can always be 
made too.
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Erie At Large
Basic civil rights

By: Jim Wertz

Oliver Brown was a reluctant 
participant when he was 
named the lead plaintiff in a 

group of thirteen families that filed 
a lawsuit against the Topeka, Kansas 
Board of Education in 1951.

The NAACP had recruited parents 
in a number of cities across the South 
and in border states who would at-
tempt to enroll their children in white 
schools in segregated districts.

In Topeka, the elementary schools 
were segregated but the junior and 
senior high schools were integrated. 
Elementary students were distrib-
uted across the city to 18 elementary 
schools – 13 white schools and five 
black schools. Unlike the four other 
cases that would be combined at the 
Supreme Court in 1953, the Topeka 
schools were generally considered 
equal, having qualified teachers, the 
same textbooks, and up-to-date school 
facilities. What remained in question, 
however, was equal access to the black 
schools.

The Topeka schools were consid-
ered neighborhood schools and all of 
the white children in Topeka walked 
no more than a few blocks to attend 
school each day. Black children, on 
the other hand, had to travel great dis-
tances, by comparison, and were often 
required to cross railroad tracks and 
major roadways in order to reach their 
destination.

We often think about the variables 

inherent in the school segregation 
cases as being directly tied to issues of 
quality in the schools. But the Brown 
case, in particular, reminds us that be-
fore anyone can address the quality of 
education, children need to be placed 
safely in their schools.

Oliver Brown’s seven-year-old 
daughter, Linda, walked six blocks to 
a bus stop, where she boarded a bus 
that took her to a school located more 
than a mile away. Meanwhile, there 
was a white elementary school just 
seven blocks from her home.

Oliver and Linda Brown have come 
to mind several times during the past 
few years as the debate surrounding 
the McBride Viaduct has ebbed and 
flowed. This is, in part, because Erie’s 
Public Schools still operate under an 
unmonitored desegregation order 
that was part of the Brown legacy. 
And while district administrators 
have done a remarkable job ensuring 
that city kids get the best education 
possible given the myriad social, cul-
tural, and economic challenges these 
students bring with them, the job of 
keeping the thousands of students 
who walk to school each day safe falls 
into the hands of bureaucrats and in-
terest groups whose concerns do not 
start and end with the safety of poor 
kids – mostly African-American and 
immigrant – whose families routinely 
don’t vote.

Without the viaduct, the kids who 
live south of the railroad tracks will 

have to make a choice that may literal-
ly be life or death: they will choose to 
take the PennDOT constructed path 
that will lead them to the walkway 
that runs concurrent with the Bay-
front Connector, a four lane express-
way on which cars drive at high rates 
of speed separated by a few inches 
and a barrier that does little to protect 
pedestrians from the rain, slush, dust, 
stones, and other naturally occurring 
residue of the road; or they will choose 
to cross the tracks where the viaduct 
once stood, giving them a direct access 
point to East Avenue and shorter walk 
to school on cold winter days.

Lest we forget the easy choice most 
of us would have made at their age 
or the legacy of a bridge that was 
constructed in 1938 after a child died 
crossing these very tracks.

The next time there is a significant 
snowfall, walk the walk. Try navigat-
ing the narrow sidewalk along Bay-
front Connector south of 12th Street.

The children who walk this path 
will add one additional mile to their 
daily walk to school if they follow the 
prescribed path to safely access the 
sidewalk along the expressway. And 
during the long Erie winter, they’ll 
make this trek on a path that is, for 
the most part, under-attended to.

This scene is not unique to the upper 
east side. It is replicable throughout 
the city. For example, kids as young as 
5 years old walk on East Lake Road ab-
sorbing the full brunt of sitting water 
and melting snow thrown by passing 
vehicles as the kids make their way to 
the Robert Benjamin Wiley Commu-
nity Charter School and East Middle 
School because the footpath under 
the railroad trestle located just blocks 
from the school are rarely clear in 
winter.

While advocates of saving the via-
duct concede that the City of Erie, 
which is charged with maintaining 
the sidewalk on the Bayfront Connec-
tor, is “doing better,” the path is often 
snow-covered and impassible because 

even if City crews diligently attend to 
it as the snow falls, they remain unco-
ordinated with the PennDOT crews 
that maintain the roadway and often 
force snow and muck from the road to 
the sidewalk.

On a good day, people can comfort-
ably walk two-by-two in one direction. 
If there is a bicyclist riding or a baby 
carriage being pushed in the opposite 
direction, it becomes an exercise in 
single-file civility.

For years, members of Civitas and 
Erie CPR have tried to engage me in 
their defense of the McBride Viaduct 
and, for years, I have publicly re-
mained viaduct agnostic.

I didn’t care whether or not the 
bridge at 12th and East Avenue would 
become Erie’s highline, I didn’t care if 
the viaduct was repaired to the extent 
that it could carry pedestrians or cars, 
and for a moment I didn’t care if the 
various efforts to save the bridge were 
remembered as a failure or success.

But respect for city residents who 
are forced to use the path prescribed 
for them by people who will never 
have to walk in their shoes is in short 
supply and that is the greatest disser-
vice being carried out by the destruc-
tion of the viaduct.

Mayor Schember paid lip service to 
the viaduct debate during last year’s 
election cycle, but watching his dis-
sociative recitation of prepared re-
marks after idling through more than 
90 minutes of public comment at a 
recent City Council meeting embeds 
him squarely in the camp of co-con-
spirators who have made the destruc-
tion of Erie’s symbolic past an ill-fated 
representation of future progress.

During his campaign, Mr. Schember 
promised neighborhoods like those 
up and down Erie’s east side that their 
voices would be heard, that their is-
sues would be attended to, and that 
their children would be safe.

But child safety is not an issue that 
requires public hearings, it is not an 
issue that should require years of de-
bate, and it is not an issue that can be 
measured in dollars and cents.

It is, quite simply, a basic civil right.

Jim Wertz can be reached at jWertz@
ErieReader.com, and you can follow 
him on Twitter @jim_wertz.
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The McBride Viaduct, pictured here, was 
constructed in 1938 partially in response 
to a child being killed crossing the railroad 
tracks. When demolished, child safety will 
again come into question, as students will 
either have to cross the tracks or walk 
alongside the busy Bayfront Connector.
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Going Viral
When a worldwide pandemic rattled Erie

By: Jonathan Burdick

A few weeks back, the 
results that my wife 
and I were waiting for 

came in: our four-year-old son 
had tested positive for the in-
fluenza A virus.

His previous day had been 
rather normal. It was only in 
the evening, right before his 
bedtime, that he came down 
with a fever — and it spiked 
aggressively. My happily spir-
ited boy went from playing 
with his superheroes to being 
outright delirious within a 
matter of minutes. We called 
the on-call nurse, but when 
the thermometer read 105 de-
grees — after a dosage of Ty-
lenol — we rushed him to the 
emergency room.

The next week was a miser-
able rollercoaster of high and 
low temperatures, sometimes 
seeming to break completely 
before spiking again to dan-
gerous levels. We perfected a 
system of quarantine to keep 
him comfortable and enter-
tained, while protecting our 
ten-month-old from exposure 
— thanks to the help of our 
family and numerous cans of 
Lysol.

The vaccine kept the rest 
of us healthy, but that whirl-

wind of a week had me think-
ing about how fortunate we 
are to live in a time with such 
medical advances. It inspired 
me to do some digging in the 
historical archives concern-
ing another horrid flu strain, 
one which led to one of the 
worst pandemics in human 
history and devastated the 
city of Erie during a few short 
months a century ago.

The year was 1918. Charles 
Du Puy Spencer, a young 
and exuberant 32 years old, 
seemed to have it all — the 
quintessential American life.

He had graduated from 
Princeton a decade earlier. 
There, those who knew him 
described him as “a man of 
sterling and most likable 
qualities.” He returned home 
to Erie after graduation, 
where he had a job waiting for 
him at First National Bank. 
His grandfather had been a 
founder and its first presi-
dent, while his father, William 
Spencer, was then serving 
as its second president. It 
seemed that Chap — as his 
friends often called him — 
was being groomed to be his 
father’s successor.

Chap soon married a young 
woman from Braddock named 
Mary Hester Weimer and they 

settled down in a home on 
West Seventh Street. Like his 
own father, Chap made sure 
to involve himself in the com-
munity. He was a leader in the 
local YMCA chapter. He was 
treasurer of the Erie Boys’ 
Club and various manufac-
turing companies. He joined 
the Board of Trustees at the 
downtown Park Presbyterian 
Church and rubbed elbows 
with Erie’s elite at the pres-
tigious University Club on 
Peach Street. When the Unit-
ed States joined World War I, 
it was only natural that Chap, 
ever the respectable citizen, 
would take charge of the Erie 
campaign to promote war 
savings stamps.

In late September of 1918, 
Charles traveled to a con-
vention in Chicago put on by 
the American Bankers Asso-
ciation. He participated in 
roundtables, listened intently 
to the numerous speakers, 
and met privately with other 
bank leaders to discuss the 
Federal Reserve system. While 
there, he developed what he 
thought was a nasty cold.

What he was not aware of 
was that only two weeks ear-
lier, a few sailors at the Great 
Lakes Naval Training Station 
had similarly fallen ill. The 

sickness, which worsened 
with each passing day, was 
spreading viciously through-
out Chicago, where soon 
there would be 10,000 report-
ed cases every week.

When he returned to Erie, 
Chap’s symptoms worsened. 
He became severely ill and 
realized that he had been 
stricken by what the world 
was coming to know as the 
Spanish flu.

Pneumonia set in within 
days. His wife Mary, while 
caring for him, became sick 
as well. At times, it seemed 
like he was on the mend, but 
on the ninth of October, his 
condition worsened. Within 
hours, he died. Mary recov-
ered after a few weeks.

Chap’s death came amid 
the second of three aggres-
sive waves of influenza that 
spread worldwide, fueled 
by the movement of troops, 
poor sanitation, and, in some 
cases, governments and press 
that downplayed the severity 
of the pandemic. Death tolls 
ascended rapidly in stricken 
communities. Hospitals, cor-
oners, and funeral directors 
were unable to keep up in 
many cities.

By the end of that October, 
there were 325,000 reported 
cases throughout the state 
of Pennsylvania. Pittsburgh 
and Philadelphia were par-
ticularly devastated. Erie was 
no exception. The flu ripped 
through the city, affecting not 
just the young and old, like 
most flu strains, but men and 
women in their prime years. 
Strict quarantine ordinances 
were almost immediately en-
acted. It was forbidden to see 
the sick.

Fortunately, Erie officials 
weren’t completely unpre-
pared. They had experience 
in handling epidemics. In 1910 
and 1911, the city had numer-
ous outbreaks of typhoid fe-
ver and dysentery with one 
outbreak afflicting as many 

as 30,000 residents. During 
the 1911 outbreak, the city 
had faced a particularly ag-
gressive two-month typhoid 
epidemic, believed at the time 
to be from the bay ice or milk 
supply. According to one med-
ical journal at the time, it was 
the “failures of the city health 
department” that led to such 
outbreaks, because they did 
not force “milk-dealers to 
comply with the milk regula-
tions to the extent of strain-
ing cow-manure and other 
dirt out of their milk.”

Officials produced and 
strictly enforced quarantine 
rules as they worked to iso-
late the source of the typhoid 
— going as far as mapping 
the various routes of milk-
men and comparing them to 
homes infected with the dis-
ease. They held “baby saving 
shows,” inspired by similar 
demonstrations put on in 
Philadelphia, to reduce the in-
fant mortality rate.

Having experienced such 
epidemics surely proved valu-
able during the flu pandemic 
— but despite their knowl-
edge, what was transpiring 
in 1918 was still different. It 
was much worse. It was par-
alyzing cities throughout the 
nation. A public health report 
listed 9,514 cases of influenza 
reported in the city of Erie 
throughout 1918. Of those af-
flicted, 504 died. Another 50 
died during the third wave 
that following spring. Neigh-
boring Meadville suffered less 
but still had a significant 3,269 
reported cases with 79 deaths.

Worldwide death figures 
were a staggering 50 million. 
Some historians even call 
that estimate conservative. In 
the United States alone, an es-
timated 675,000 died — more 
than the U.S. combat deaths 
in both world wars, Korea, 
and Vietnam combined.

March 11, 2018 marked a cen-
tury since the initial outbreak 
of the influenza pandemic in 
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Medical care when you
need it, for the following
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the United States — and while 
this flu season has been one 
for the recent record books, 
vaccination, antibiotics, and 
sanitation have proven to be 
effective.

The Erie County Health De-
partment’s last count had the 
county at 2,537 reported cases 
for the season, the highest 
since the department started 
reporting influenza cases in 
2003 — and flu season isn’t 
over. After four consecutive 

weeks of over 300 reported 
cases each, the latest report 
by the Erie County Depart-
ment of Health demonstrated 
some relief, with the county 
having 250 reported cases in 
the most recent week.

When I asked Charlotte 
Berringer, Director of Erie’s 
Community Health Services, 
what stood out about this flu 
season as compared to pre-
vious ones, she noted the re-
cord-breaking numbers. Still, 

she was quick to add: “Noth-
ing else about this season was 
remarkably different from 
other flu seasons. The A-H3N2 
just appears to be a more vir-
ulent strain this season than 
past seasons.”

She further noted that the 
flu vaccine is widely available 
throughout Erie, including 
for the uninsured through 
Life Works and the Erie Coun-
ty Department of Health. Of 
course, the vaccine isn’t per-
fect, in large part because of 
how flu viruses mutate.

“Because we are still mak-
ing flu vaccine the same way 
we made it in the 1940s, it 
takes up to six months to re-
formulate the recipe, make, 

and distribute it,” Berringer 
explained. “Viruses can eas-
ily mutate enough in those 
time frames … [so that] the 
virus can change rapidly 
enough that vaccine efficacy 
is already diminished as the 
product is released for distri-
bution.”

The solution?
“Public health globally des-

perately needs a newer tech-
nology to make flu vaccine,” 
Berringer concluded, but also 
noted that there is develop-
ment on this front.

Does that mean a pandemic 
like what took place in 1918 
could happen again?

“There’s absolutely no con-
troversy that we will have 
another pandemic,” Dr. Greg 
Poland, virologist and vaccine 
researcher, recently told the 
Chicago Tribune. “What’s un-
predictable is the severity of 
it.”

Even if the vaccine isn’t com-
pletely effective though, it’s 

still worthwhile to get each 
year.

“Those who have received 
immunizations in the past do, 
on average, better than those 
who haven’t,” Poland told the 
Tribune. “They build up some 
immunologic imprinting and 
memory that serves to help 
ensure they survive.”

Having just experienced 
such an aggressive flu virus 
with my son, it’s even more 
difficult to imagine what Erie 
residents — and the world — 
faced in 1918. We can be thank-
ful that with our modern 
understanding of sanitation, 
vaccination, and antibiotics, 
along with our knowledge of 
past pandemics, when that 
time does come, we will be as 
prepared as possible.

Jonathan Burdick runs 
the historical blog Rust 
& Dirt. Follow them on 
Twitter @RustDirt, and on 
Instagram @Rustanddirt.
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Three aggressive waves 
of influenza in 1918 wiped 
out 625,000 people in the 
United States and 50 million 
people worldwide. The fear of 
contracting “the Spanish flu” 
affected everyone’s livelihoods, 
regardless of age or profession.
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Opioid Abuse in Erie
Pain, grief, and resolve in the face of a rapidly escalating crisis

By: Dan Schank

THE NUMBERS

The scale of the problem of opi-
oid abuse in our country is gen-
uinely alarming. Before I began 

working on this article, I knew about 
the issue mostly through its effect on 
people I care about. But I was deeply 
unaware of its horrible scope — and 
the degree to which it has escalated 
recently.

Let’s begin with some astonishing 
numbers. In 2000, the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) estimated that 
there were 6,242 opioid deaths in the 
U.S. By 2016, that number had esca-
lated to roughly 64,000 people — and 
that figure reflects a 22% rise over 
the previous year, according to the 
National Center for Health Statistics. 
Last June, the New York Times re-
ported that “drug overdoses are now 
the leading cause of death among 
Americans under 50.”

“Opioid” is a blanket term for sub-
stances that bind to the opioid re-
ceptors in our brains. Heroin is per-
haps the most famous example, but 
prescription drugs like OxyContin, 

Percocet, and Vicodin are also opi-
oids. And although the U.S. makes 
up roughly 5 percent of the world’s 
population, the CDC estimates that 
we consume about 80 percent of the 
world’s supply.

In Pennsylvania, the National Cen-
ter for Health Statistics concluded 
that there were 3,797 drug overdose 
deaths between July of 2015 and July 
of 2016. In the year that followed, that 
number jumped to 5,443. The Penn-
sylvania State Coroner’s Association 
estimates that “thirteen people die ev-
ery day in Pennsylvania from drug-re-
lated causes.”

Locally, the Coroner’s Association 
tallied 95 drug-related deaths in Erie 
County in 2016. Opioid overdoses 
were responsible for 80 hospitaliza-
tions in our community (34 for heroin 
and 46 for pain medications). 2017 was 
even worse — there were 124 drug-re-
lated deaths in Erie County, according 
to our coroner Lyell P. Cook.

There’s a lot of blame to go around 
for these numbers. A 2015 study pro-
duced by the Annual Review of Public 
Health concluded that between 1999 
and 2011, “consumption of oxycodone 
[the active ingredient in OxyContin 

and Percocet] increased by nearly 500 
percent.” Between 1996 and 2002, Pur-
due Pharma launched a campaign to 
encourage the use of opioid pain re-
lievers for “chronic non-cancer pain.” 
Through sponsorships and grants, 
they orchestrated over 
20,000 “pain-related ed-
ucational programs.”

Purdue also provid-
ed financial support to 
organizations like the 
American Pain Soci-
ety and the American 
Academy of Pain Med-
icine — which in turn 
advocated for more 
aggressive pain treat-
ment. There soon arose 

a plethora of physician-spokesper-
sons advocating on behalf of opioid 
manufacturers, often using flawed 
evidence to argue that addiction rates 
were rare.

One especially notorious example of 
poor scholarship is the so-called “Por-
ter and Jick” letter. In the 1980 edition 
of the New England Journal of Med-
icine, a five sentence letter-to-the-ed-
itor was written by Dr. Hershel Jick 
of Boston University and his research 
assistant Jane Porter. It noted that 
they had encountered only four cases 
of addiction while working with over 
11,000 patients treated with narcotics. 
In response, a genuine desire to re-
lieve people from chronic pain and a 
dangerously unethical profit motive 
became strange bedfellows, and the 
claim went viral. Despite being writ-
ten informally at a time when narcot-
ic painkillers were subject to rigorous 
controls, those five sentences were 
cited over 600 times in scholarly stud-
ies and journals.

Combine all of this with the growing 
sale of cheap black tar heroin from 
Mexico — often marketed to people 
who can no longer legally obtain pre-
scription medications — and you have 
great cause for concern. Add the rise 
of illicitly produced fentanyl to the 
mix and you’re talking about a major 
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[top] Opioids come in 
many forms, including 
heroin, fentanyl, and 
prescription drugs such 
as OxyContin, Percocet, 
and Vicodin. [bottom 
right] Steve “Skunk” 
Shaner, who worked in 
pest control and drummed 
with local bands, is one of 
the many lives claimed by 
opioid overdose at far too 
young an age.



crisis. Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid 
that is typically 100 times more po-
tent than morphine. It’s often mixed 
into cocaine and heroin, and can be 
marketed as a counterfeit prescrip-
tion drug as well. The CDC estimates 
that death rates from synthetic opi-
oids rose by an astounding 77 percent 
across the country from 2014 to 2015. 
When I spoke to our coroner in early 
March, he noted that fentanyl played 
a role in the vast majority of drug 
deaths last year in Erie County.

If these figures are beginning to 
make you dizzy, I don’t blame you. 
To scale down the problem, let’s shift 
focus to one local person, his struggle 
with opioids, and its long-term effect 
on his family.

SKUNK’S STORY

Steve Shaner was the kind of sweet, 
friendly guy that you might bump 

into at a music venue. Known as 

“Skunk” to his friends, he was a self-
taught drummer who spent time in 
local bands like Triage Unit and Wan-
dering Accident. He loved to head 
off to music festivals when he could, 
especially if Brothers Past, the Disco 
Biscuits, or American Babies were 
playing.

At Fairview High, he was in the 
marching band. After graduation, he 
enjoyed his work as a “bug man” for 
PDQ Pest Control. “He was someone 
you wanted to be friends with, and he 
truly had a huge network of friends, 
of all different types,” according to his 
older sister Ann Fabrizio.

Steve also struggled with drugs for 
many years, which eventually lead 
him to heroin. “He was very secretive 
about his addiction. There weren’t 
things I found at home that would 
lead me to believe he was using,” says 
his mother, Deborah Shaner Little. 
Her suspicions escalated in 2014 af-

ter a close friend died of an overdose. 
Fabrizio recalls being “warned that 
we should be watching out for Steve,” 
but ultimately trusted him when he 
claimed he wasn’t using.

Later in 2014, as the addiction was 
beginning to take a toll on him, Steve 
decided to move to San Francisco. 
A close friend in the city offered to 
help him turn his life around — even 
offering to pay for the plane ticket to 
California. For a time, this decision 
paid off. “Steve got clean for a while 
and was very, very proud of himself 
for having done so,” according to his 
mother.

Eventually San Francisco became 
too expensive and he left. After a few 
months in Florida with his father, he 
returned to Erie. By this point, he had 
resumed using. His mother feared the 
worst: “I was terribly afraid for him to 
come back here to Erie. I felt like it 
was going to be too much temptation 
to get back into old habits. He came 
back in July of 2016 and he was gone 
by February of 2017.”

Corresponding with his family, I 
was struck by the enormity of what 
they had been through. The over-
dose that took his life was his third 
in five months. His mother found out 
about the first when a letter from the 
court system arrived in a mailbox 

they shared. When the second oc-
curred, she found him passed out in 
their home and called an ambulance 
in time to save him. Less than three 
months later, she discovered him 
unconscious again in her bathroom. 
This time, he never regained con-
sciousness.

“I want to bring attention to this be-
cause it is a critical part of the prob-
lem — he didn’t feel like he needed 
help,” says Fabrizio. “The opioid ad-
diction he battled had truly affected 
his brain chemistry so much so that 
he was unable to see how deep in he 
was. We talked about meetings, he 
told me it was an easy way to meet 
new people who use. How disheart-
ened I felt, thinking that something I 
thought was a viable option for help 
was so quickly struck down.”

Although Steve wasn’t able to find 
the help he needed, his family has 
been proactive in dealing with their 
grief. Fabrizio has two young children 
who struggle with the loss of their 
“Uncle Skunkie.” Accordingly, her 
family and her mother have sought 
out counseling at the Highmark Car-
ing Place, which offers services to 
young people and their families who 
are dealing with loss.

Steve’s mother has also found sup-
port online, especially via Facebook 
groups: “Some of them are specifical-
ly geared toward loss from addiction. 
Some of them are for loss of a child. 
There’s a lot of them out there.” The 
Internet also introduced her to the 
Black Balloon Project. On March 6, 
Steve’s loved ones hung black bal-
loons outside their homes to make 
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The Jefferson Educational Society’s 2017 
Civic Leadership program dedicated 
itself to examining “Erie’s economic, 
entrepreneurial, and innovation 
ecosystems” — curtailing opioid abuse 
and helping those afflicted was identified 
as a key initiative. The #ErieOpioidProject 
encouraged those affected to step forward 
and share their stories.
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the issue visible, hopefully lessening 
the stigma surrounding opioid abuse.

In February, Shaner Little partici-
pated in an awareness campaign be-
gun by a grieving mother in Brockton, 
Massachusetts to put a human face 
on the opioid crisis. On Facebook, 664 
people pledged to send Valentine’s Day 
cards to the president and our state 
governors. Shaner Little’s handwritten 
letter to the president acknowledged 
her dismay that “her beautiful boy 
is one of the statistics of the opioid 
epidemic.” As of this writing, she has 
received no response from any public 
official.

PROVIDING ASSISTANCE

The Pennsylvania State Coroner’s 
Association estimated that “there 

were 31.1 hospital admissions state-
wide for opioid overdose per 100,000 
Pennsylvania residents” in 2016. In 
Erie County, that number went up to 
35. Obviously, this puts a tremendous 
burden on our emergency rooms, 
whose care is often limited to short-
term crisis situations. But a new part-
nership between our regional hospi-
tals and our mental health facilities 
is creating opportunities to intervene 
effectively in these settings.

The Warm Handoff program began 
in October of 2016 as a way to connect 
people in overdose situations with 
mental health professionals as imme-
diately as possible. “We have some-
thing that meets the person where 
they’re at. And not just metaphorically 
where they’re at with their substance 
abuse disorder, but literally, physically 
where they’re at,” says Mandy Fauble, 
Executive Director at Safe Harbor Be-
havioral Health.

Here’s how the program works. 
Someone is admitted to a hospital for 
a drug-related emergency and receives 
medical treatment. Shortly after, case 

managers from Safe Harbor (working 
in partnership with UPMC Hamot) 
or Gaudenzia Erie, Inc. (working in 
partnership with Saint Vincent, Mill-
creek Community, and Corry Memori-
al Hospitals) arrive at the hospital to 
“connect them to the right resources,” 
according to Fauble.

Fauble notes that once an overdose 
situation is resolved in the emergency 
room, patients no longer have imme-
diate medical needs. “What they have 
is a need for substance abuse disorder 
treatment,” says Fauble. “The goal is to 
refer them to the right level of care for 
them. That might mean drawing from 
any number of providers in the com-
munity. We might refer to the Center 
for Excellence or the Esper Treatment 
Center, for example.” For Fauble, part-
nerships are crucial to the success of 
the program. “Providers really see 
themselves as part of a much larger 
safety net for people and there is a lot 
of collaboration among agencies.”

The Warm Handoffs program is 
funded through state resources al-
located by the county and requires 
no fees from anyone who receives 
service. When patients agree to seek 
treatment, the case managers pro-
vide guidance in response to a variety 
of everyday issues as well. This often 
means daily check-ins for counseling, 
assistance with housing transitions, 
and strategies for dealing with living 
partners who are also dealing with 
drug abuse.

As a licensed clinical social worker, 
Fauble is familiar with the obstacles 
that keep people from seeking treat-
ment. She stresses the need to “recog-
nize that substance abuse disorder is 
not about morality, it’s about things 
in people’s lives that put them at sub-
stantially higher risk.” One example is 
the strong connection between drug 
abuse and personal trauma. “Eighty 
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percent of women who enter treat-
ment for substance abuse disorder 
have some type of trauma history, 
typically around physical or sexual 
abuse,” according to Fauble.

When addictive behavior is rooted 
in medical prescriptions, this can also 
create barriers to recovery. “It can be 
hard to realize that the thing that 
helps you function can also hurt you.” 
Fauble stresses that relapses should 
be handled with empathy, because 
“it often takes more than one time 
for people to be in recovery.” Above 
all, she thinks it’s important to avoid 
isolating and judging people, espe-
cially since “25 percent of Americans 
at some time in their life are going to 
deal with a mental health concern.”

RAISING AWARENESS

The Jefferson Educational Society 
recently made the opioid crisis a 

major priority in its mission for “com-
munity progress.” According to Exec-
utive Assistant to the Director Angela 
Beaumont, “it had become clear that 
the national opioid epidemic had 
started to show an obvious local pres-
ence,” which encouraged them to take 
action. Accordingly, the Jefferson’s 
2017 Civic Leadership Program, which 
encourages young professionals to 
examine “Erie’s economic, entrepre-
neurial, and innovation ecosystems,” 
was devoted to raising awareness 
about the issue.

The 23 participants in the program 
identified “stigma” as a key area of 
focus. “We wanted to reduce the stig-
ma of addiction,” according to Nata-
lia Garcia, a producer and director at 
WQLN. “We thought that if it were 
easier for an addict, or the family of 
an addict, to talk about what they are 

going through, they would be more 
likely to seek help.”

The participants split up into four 
teams, focusing on production, ad-
ministration, reporting, and research. 
“As a group, we decided the best way 
to ‘break the stigma’ surrounding ad-
diction was by telling stories through 
video,” according to participant Jes-
sica Yochim, owner of the local me-
dia company MenajErie Studios. “We 
interviewed former addicts, parents 
of addicts, and healthcare profession-
als.”

Tyler Titus, a licensed professional 
counselor, stresses the importance of 
clear parameters for the interviews. 
They avoided speaking to children 
and people currently struggling with 
addiction, out of fear that the content 
might trigger a relapse. “We wanted 
to show people from different walks 
of life and different backgrounds and 
different recovery journeys. We want-
ed to highlight the various struggles 
while not losing sight of possibility 
and hope,” according to Titus.

Their work, which was ultimately 
shared across social media through 
the hashtag #ErieOpioidProject, 
eventually took the form of 12 video 
interviews which can be viewed on 

the Jefferson’s website (as well as on 
YouTube). Working in partnership 
with WQLN, they “interviewed for-
mer addicts, parents of addicts, and 
healthcare professionals,” according 
to Yochim. According to Natalia Gar-
cia, their team didn’t “want to control 
the narrative of this project. We let 
the participants talk as much or as 
little as they felt comfortable with.” 
In response, the interviewees were 
remarkably forthcoming — detailing 
struggles with homelessness and the 
loss of children, for example. There 

are also firsthand accounts from 
professionals dealing with the issue, 
ranging from think-tank researchers 
to pharmacists working to ensure 
that prescriptions are administered 
ethically.

When asked about what she’d 
learned from the #ErieOpioidProject, 
Yochim notes that “there are a lot of 
resources locally that are available 
to addicts and those affected by ad-
diction. I think the best thing we can 
do is keep the conversation going and 
offer support by whatever means we 
can.” To move forward as a communi-
ty, Tyler Titus thinks that “we need to 
address barriers to services. We have 
segregated communities and we need 

to acknowledge this and be proactive 
about it. We have poverty pockets 
that face systemic discrimination and 
this further compounds the issue of 
stigma and addiction.”

I can’t conclude this article on a pos-
itive note. Frankly, I suspect that 

opioid abuse is going to get much 
worse before it gets better. But there 
are plenty of local people working 
very hard to raise awareness and 
to connect people to the resources 
they need. In fact, there are dozens 
of local initiatives I had to edit out to 
complete this article. Better still, our 
community seems largely dedicated 
to addressing the problem as a public 
health crisis rather than something 
we can brush aside through mass in-
carceration.

When I asked Ann Fabrizio, Steve 
“Skunk” Shaner’s older sister, what 
she felt was necessary to fight opioid 
abuse in our community, she was very 
forthcoming: “I want our government 
to realize the severity of this problem 
and to start initiatives towards help-
ing those struggling. I want to see 
more treatment options available for 
people who may not have insurance. 
I want to see more options for sober 
living and inpatient treatment pro-
grams lasting longer than 90 days, be-
cause it can take up to two years for a 
brain affected by opioids to return to 
its normal chemistry. And during that 
two year period, the chance of relapse 
is that much higher.”

These strike me as good suggestions 
from exactly the sort of person we 
should be listening to.

Dan Schank can be reached at 
dschank@eriereader.com
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“I want to see more options for sober living and 
inpatient treatment programs lasting longer than 
90 days, because it can take up to two years for a 
brain affected by opioids to return to its normal 
chemistry. And during that two year period, the 
chance of relapse is that much higher.”
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MUSIC
Black Moon Mistress
Mar. 14 — 9 to 11 p.m.
Give Black Moon Mistress 
a listen as they melt your 
faces off with some cosmic, 
heavy-hitting rock and roll.
Jekyll & Hyde’s, 8 E. 10th 
St. facebook.com.

Turtle Island Quartet 
- Birds Eye View: The 
Legend of Charlie Parker
Mar. 15 — 7:30 p.m.
Walker Recital Hall, 501 E. 38th 
St. miac.mercyhurst.edu.

Outer Space Rave
Mar. 15 — 8 p.m.
Basement Transmissions, 145 
W. 11th St. facebook.com.

Juvenile Characteristics
Mar. 15 — 8 to 10 p.m.
The Sharon, Pa. band shows 
off what over seven years of 

musical growth can do with 
their brand of southern rock 
and bluegrass, plus covers.
Presque Isle Downs, 8199 Perry 
Hwy. presqueisledowns.com.

Bootlegger’s Bible Club
Mar. 16 — 6 to 9 p.m.
Get transported to the hills 
of Appalachia for some 
high-energy bluegrass 
and hard-edged gospel. 
Maxi’s Cafe, 2800 W. 8th 
St. facebook.com.

Radio Age
Mar. 16 — 6 to 10 p.m.
Bourbon Barrel, 1213 State 
St. bourbonbarrelerie.com.

Refuge
Mar. 16 — 6 to 10 p.m.
Join Refuge live at Big Bar 
for a night of drink specials 
and a set of covers spanning 
modern and classic coun-
try and rock. No cover.
Big Bar, 14 E. 10th St. 

facebook.com.

Sean Patrick & the 
Newgrass Revolution, 
the Deadly Dossers, 
Rick Magee and the 
Roadhouse Rockers
Mar. 16 — 6 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Come celebrate St. Patty’s 
day early down at Sherlock’s 
as they celebrate 41 years of 
business with performanc-
es by Irish rock band The 
Deadly Dossers and Sean 
Patrick and the New Grass 
Revolution, followed by a 
“Rockers Unplugged” set.
Sherlocks, 508 State 
St. facebook.com.

Matt Gavula
Mar. 16 — 5 to 7 p.m.
Check out Erie piano-man Matt 
Gavula as he hits the Casino 
for another night of upbeat 
covers and happy hour antics. 
Presque Isle Downs, 8199 Perry 
Hwy. presqueisledowns.com.

Junction PA Band
Mar. 16 — 9 p.m.
Grove City’s own Junction 
PA are hitting the stage with 
a repertoire jam-packed 
with classic rock hits 
from every decade.
Presque Isle Downs, 8199 Perry 
Hwy. presqueisledowns.com.

The English Project
Mar. 16 — 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
The jazz/funk/soul quartet 
pushes the envelope for 
grooves as they deliver a night 
of seamless improvisation.
Kings Rook Club, 1921 
Peach St. facebook.com.

Jackson Station, 
Geek Army, Money 
Shot, I90’s & More
Mar. 17 — 7 a.m. to midnight
Sherlocks, 508 State 
St. facebook.com.

Luck O’ the Irish Live 
Music Celebration

Mar. 17 — 11 a.m. to midnight
Room 33, 1033 State 
St. facebook.com.

The Celtic Hooligans
Mar. 17 — 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Molly Brannigans Irish 
Pub, 506 State St. thecel-
tichooligans.com.

Little Red Engine
Mar. 17 — 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Millcreek Brewing Com-
pany, 4102 W. Lake Rd. 
facebook.com.

Dueling Pianos
Mar. 17 — 3 p.m.
Jr’s Last Laugh, 1402 State 
St. jrslastlaugh.com.

The Celtic Hooligans
Mar. 17 — 3 to 6 p.m.
The Brewerie at Union 
Station, 123 W. 14th St. 
theceltichooligans.com.

Joshua Robert
Mar. 17 — 5 to 7 p.m.
Presque Isle Downs, 8199 Perry 
Hwy. presqueisledowns.com.

The Celtic Hooligans
Mar. 17 — 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Room 33, 1033 State St. 
theceltichooligans.com.

SuperBand
Mar. 17 — 9 p.m.
Presque Isle Downs, 8199 Perry 
Hwy. presqueisledowns.com.

Cosmic Rhythm
Mar. 17 — 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Sandbar Drafthouse, 2835 
W. 8th St. facebook.com.

Hooligans Ball with 
Vibe Direct and Electric 
Love Machine
Mar. 17 — 9 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Kings Rook Club, 1921 
Peach St. facebook.com.

Acoustic Ear Candy
Mar. 18 — 1 to 4 p.m.
Arundel Cellars & Brewing Co., 
11727 E. Main Rd. North East, 
PA 16428 arundelcellars.com.

Brad Paisley
Mar. 22 — 7 p.m.

Art Initiates Laughs, Lessons at PACA
THURSDAY, MAR. 15

Have you ever seen a 
movie with a friend, 

thought it was remarkably 
good and then entered 
into discussion afterward, 
fully expecting them to 
agree with you — only 
to find that they thought 
quite the opposite?

This tension — wrought 
by the subjectivity of 
art — is at the very core of Yasmina Reza’s Art, a play that explores 
what happens when a man proudly buys an expensive painting (it’s all 
white, with a few white lines), a piece whose worth and value is loud-
ly contested by one friend, while a third attempts to keep the peace 
and placate everyone, thinking it will bring an end to the rift. He is, of 
course, completely and hilariously wrong.

Bringing these three characters to life at the Performing Artists Col-
lective Alliance (PACA), under the direction of Margo Wolfe, are three 
of Erie’s finest actors, John Stockhausen, Ken Falkenhagen, and Mark 
Tanenbaum. Tanenbaum, who is also the artistic director of PACA, 
plays Yvan, the peacekeeper: “[He’s] too desperate for friendship and 
fearful of being alone to make a stance either way regarding the art 
which could leave him bereft of companionship,” Tanenbaum said.

It’s a position many of us can relate to, and while the play unfolds as a 
“hysterically well-written” comedy, there are lessons to be learned be-
tween laughs. In fact, Tanenbaum thinks the premise of Art describes 
a much broader issue in today’s society, a “situation where differenc-
es of opinion between friends can make or break their friendships…It 
doesn’t have to be about art. It’s really about how we communicate 
our differences, and that is a process we can all try and improve.”

Start your improvement process by watching and learning from one 
of only six engagements at PACA’s downtown location. — Cara Suppa

8 p.m. (For full show schedule, visit website) // 1505 State Street, 
2nd Floor // General Admission $15 // paca1505.com/portfolio/art

A Birds Eye View of the Turtle Island Quartet at 
Mercyhurst

THURSDAY, MAR. 15

According to Iroquois mythology, before 
one especially gracious and immense tur-

tle offered up its back, humanity did not even 
have the ground to stand on. What the legends 
did not foretell, however, is that the Big Turtle 
(which the white man rechristened “North 
America”) would become the platform for jazz 
music in the 20th century. That platform nur-
tured seminal talents such as Charlie Parker, 
the virtuoso saxophonist nicknamed “Bird” 
who helped usher in the bebop movement, 
which was predicated on nimble melodic lines, 
rapid chord changes, and new and exciting 
harmonic ideas.

Parker’s body of work was its own Big Turtle, 
an inspirational springboard for musicians 
such as violinist David Balakrishnan, who 
founded the Turtle Island Quartet in 1985. Bal-
akrishnan’s group marries classical technique 
and jazz improvisation, a synthesis that be-

came known as the Third Stream move-
ment. It was a concept that Parker had 
envisioned and had begun to explore, 
but died too young to fully realize (at 
35 of a heroin overdose). In its three 
decades of existence, the Turtle Island 
Quartet has released 18 albums, two 
of which received Grammy Awards for 
Best Classical Crossover Album (2005’s 
4+Four and 2007’s A Love Supreme: The 
Legacy of John Coltrane).

The foursome currently includes Bal-
akrishnan (violin), Alex Hargreaves (vi-
olin), Benjamin von Gutzeit (viola — so 

rare in jazz that clarinetist Paquito D’Rivera 
compared those who played them to “bark-
ing cats”), and Malcom Parson (cello). They 
pay homage to Parker with their new album 
Bird’s Eye View: The Legend of Charlie Parker, 
which they will perform as part of Mercyhurst 
Institute of Art’s and Culture’s ongoing 2017-18 
program. Some of The Bird’s best — “Ornithol-
ogy,” “KoKo,” and “Dewey Square” — have been 
reworked and reimagined, spliced with original 
phrases and elements from elsewhere in jazz 
and beyond.

If you think of string quartets as boring or 
stuffy, the Turtle Island Quartet’s engaging in-
terplay and compelling sense of rhythm and 
swing will be quick to disabuse you of that no-
tion. — Matt Swanseger

7:30 p.m. // Walker Recital Hall, 
Mercyhurst University, 501 E. 38th St. // 
$20 adults, $15 seniors, $10 students/
youth // miac.mercyhurst.edu/events

CALENDAR



March 14, 2018 ErieReader.com   |  Erie Reader  |    15

15 %
   OFF

Min. $50 purchase of any reg. priced item. Not valid with any other offers or 

the ultimate medical & technical running & walking shop
Running & Walking Shoes • Apparel • Accessories

We actually �t you for shoes!

Running & Walking 
SPECIALTIES

Our free gait analysis will help you �nd the shoe that’s right for you!

specials. Expires 3/28/2018

93932 W. Erie Plaza Dr.
Erie, PA 16505 

814-871-6320

www.achillesrunning.us

BOARDANDBRUSH.COM/ERIE

WOOD SIGN WORKSHOPS
TO GUIDE YOUR INNER-DIY!

• 200+ Sign Options
• Public Classes

• Private Events
• Corporate Events

3330 W. 26TH ST. #20, 
VILLAGE WEST PLAZA

(814) 392-3500

Custom
INVITATIONS

2040 W. 8th St. • Erie, PA 16505

Please join us for

a Baby Shower Honoring

A S H L E Y  K U N E M A N

Erie Yacht Club  •  1 Ravine Drive  •  Erie, PA

Hosted by Linda McLellan and Jackie Kuneman

Kindly RSVP by October 21st to

Linda at 814.456.5510 or Jackie at 814.833.5625

Registries at Babies R Us and Pottery Barn Kids

Sunday

eleven o'clock

NOVEMBER 6TH

KRISTAL MCKENZIE

Dear Henry Design

© 2015 Dear Henry Design

Thank you for supporting independent artists!

www.dearhenrydesign.com

kristal@dearhenrydesign.com

Designed especially for

an Etsy Customer

by

Sara� �n� Bruce

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE REHEARSAL AND 
DINNER THE NIGHT BEFORE THE WEDDINGin  honor of

R E H E A R S A LFRIDAY, JUNE 2, 2017 AT 5:30 P.M.ST. GEORGE CHURCH5145 PEACH ST. • ERIE, PA 16509

D I N N E RIMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE REHEARSAL
SHERATON ERIE BAYFRONT HOTEL55 W. BAY ROAD • ERIE, PA 16507

BEFORE HAPPILY       EVER AFTER
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 ShowerIN HONOR OF THE BRIDE-TO-BE

Kristyn Zech
SATURDAY, JUNE 10TH, 201711:00 AMCOLONY PUB AND GRILLE

2670 W. 8TH ST. •  ERIE, PA 16505

Bridal

HOSTED BY PAM ZECH AND NATHAN’S AUNTS

RSVP TO PAM ZECH AT 814-838-8201 

BY JUNE 1ST, REGRETS ONLY
Registered at Bed Bath and Beyond

Marriage Seminar

3126 State Street

Erie, PA 16508

Come join us to grow your relationship 

with your spouse & the Lord!

WHEN? SAT MAY 5th / 10AM to 4PM 

Lunch provided
RSVP to Pastor Owen 

Owilcoxson@gmail.com or 814-722-3333 

Clothing, Jewelry, Incense, Oils & More

Open 7 days a week
Downtown Edinboro

118 Meadville St.
(814) 734-5858

25% OFF

Expires 03/28/2018

1 Item per coupon, 
consignment
items
excluded.
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To fi nd a store nearest you and subscribe for email offers, 
visit www.countryfairstores.com
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HIRING  
LIFEGUARDS 
Open House & Information Event 
Stop by for pizza and 
learn more about  
working at the Y as a 
Lifeguard. 

Not certified? Take our 
certification course in 
April, May or June and 
you’ll be guaranteed a 
job upon successful 
completion. 

Why Work at the Y? 

 Flexible Hours 

 Competitive Pay 

 Indoor & Outdoor 
pools 

 Free Y membership 

Saturday, March 24, 2018 
11:30 a.m. – Downtown Y • 31 West 10th Street  
3:30 p.m. – Eastside Family Y • 2101 Nagle Road  

ymcaerie.org 

Bring your 
suit—pass our 
swim test—
we’ll waive 
your fee. 

HIRING  
LIFEGUARDS 
Open House & Information Event 
Stop by for pizza and 
learn more about  
working at the Y as a 
Lifeguard. 

Not certified? Take our 
certification course in 
April, May or June and 
you’ll be guaranteed a 
job upon successful 
completion. 

Why Work at the Y? 

 Flexible Hours 

 Competitive Pay 

 Indoor & Outdoor 
pools 

 Free Y membership 

Saturday, March 24, 2018 
11:30 a.m. – Downtown Y • 31 West 10th Street  
3:30 p.m. – Eastside Family Y • 2101 Nagle Road  

ymcaerie.org 

Bring your 
suit—pass our 
swim test—
we’ll waive 
your fee. 

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT
 HALF OFF first month’s rent!
 Beautiful country setting
 Fairview, PA
 Laundry facilities on site
 24 Hour emergency maintenance
 2 Bedroom & 1 bath
 No pets permitted
 Off street parking
 Rent is $685 plus gas & electric
 Best value in Fairview!

TANDEM
TOWNHOUSES

CALL OUR
OFFICE
TODAY!

(814) 474-5778



Urban Pioneers, Bootlegger’s Bible Club ‘Swing’ 
by Scotty’s

THURSDAY, MAR. 22

Erie is going to be having a bit of a 
roots moment when Americana/

bluegrass/folk trio Urban Pioneers 
makes its way back into town. Local 
favorites Bootlegger’s Bible Club will 
open, making for a string-filled extrava-
ganza at Scotty’s Martini Lounge.

Urban Pioneers consists of Liz Sloan 
on violin, Jared McGovern on banjo and 
Martin Sargent on upright bass; each of 
the three hail from either Texas or Ten-
nessee. “Matt Boland has been working 
with them, probably since the Crooked 
i days. [He] has brought them into town 
before,” Matt Texter, lead vocals, har-
monica player and guitarist for Boot-
legger’s said, referencing his band’s up-
right bass player and co-vocalist (Louis 
Nicola rounds out the group, on fiddle, 
diddley bow and resonator guitar). 
“We’ve been lucky enough to open for 

them before. They’re 
so good, and they’re 
amazing people.”

The 21-and-over 
show will celebrate 
not only this city’s ap-
preciation for the mu-
sical genre, but also 

the release of Urban Pioneers’ latest 
(and fourth) album, Hillbilly Swing. This 
is music that was made for dancing, 
and showgoers should certainly come 
to equipped with some sturdy stompin’ 
shoes.

Dancing has a way of forging connec-
tions, whether it’s to an awareness of 
our own body or to the body dancing 
next to us, and Texter thinks the music 
his band and Urban Pioneers produce 
creates a connection of its own. “Ban-
jo and fiddle connect us to something 
we’ve lost touch with...the dirt. Life is 
in the dirt. Anymore, feelings are man-
ufactured. We’re made to feel by notifi-
cations and clicks. But it’s the vibration 
of strings that wakes us up.” — Cara 
Suppa

9:30 p.m. // 301 German St. // $5 // 
facebook.com/Scottys.Martini
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Start Your Weekend Early with Brad Paisley’s 
Weekend Warrior Tour at Erie Insurance Arena

THURSDAY, MAR. 22

This March, thousands of Erie natives 
will fill the Erie Insurance Arena for 

one of the biggest concerts of the sea-
son: Brad Paisley’s Weekend Warrior 
World Tour.

A country superstar, Paisley’s talents 
surpass that of the typical singer-song-
writer and find themselves closer to 
that of an all-around entertainer. Paisley 
released his debut, Who Needs Pictures, 
in 1998, and in the years following he 
quickly became known for smash coun-
try-radio singles like “I’m Gonna Miss 
Her” and “Whiskey Lullaby.” The per-
former released his latest album, Love 
and War, last April, warranting a world 
tour that just so happens to be stopping 
in Erie. Erie Events Communications 
Coordinator Brandon Boyd explains the 
role of concerts like Paisley’s within the 
Erie entertainment landscape.

“We all know Erie,” starts Boyd. “Ev-

eryone works hard and does what they 
can to make this city such a great place 
... we like to say that ‘It’s all right here,’ 
and what we mean is that any option 
you could want, we have right here in 
our region.”

According to Boyd, bringing events 
like this to town is healthy for local busi-
nesses and music fans alike.

“There’s always going to be options 
in other places and we know that,” 
continues Boyd. “Our goal is to bring 
such top-quality events to Erie that 
you wouldn’t even consider going else-
where...There’s excitement when events 
come to town — ones you’ve maybe 
seen online or on television or heard on 
the radio — and for them to come direct-
ly to us is beneficial for all. It only works 
to expand the Erie region and what it has 
to offer.”

There’s a reason a performer of Pais-
ley’s caliber is able to pack a venue like 
the Erie Insurance Arena, and that’s 
largely due to the amount of effort put 
into his stage show. Whether he’s tour-
ing halfway across the globe or right in 
the middle of our city, Paisley is bound 
to deliver an unforgettable night of en-
tertainment to those willing to listen. — 
Aaron Mook

7 p.m. to 11 p.m. // 809 French 
Street // Tickets Start at $18 
// erieinsurancearena.com/
events/brad-paisley

Jared McGovern (banjo) 
and Liz Sloan (violin) will 
team together again for 
a night of footstompin’ 
roots music at Scotty’s 
Martini Lounge.

Erie Insurance Arena, 809 
French St. bradpaisley.com.

Urban Pioneers and 
Bootleggers Bible Club
Mar. 22 — 7 to 10 p.m.
Darcy’s Pub & Grub, 3746 
W. 12th St. facebook.com.

The Acoustic Jukebox
Mar. 22 — 8 to 10 p.m.
Check out the Cleveland 
acoustic duo as they 
play hits spanning from 
the oldies to today.
Presque Isle Downs, 8199 Perry 
Hwy. presqueisledowns.com.

The Groove
Mar. 23 — 6 to 10 p.m.
Erie’s own award-winning soul/
funk group promise a night of 
fun music and good people.
Bourbon Barrel, 1213 State 
St. bourbonbarrelerie.com.

Jackson Station
Mar. 23 — 6 to 10 p.m.

The band will feature songs 
from Springsteen, Seger, 
Mellencamp, and more along-
side a night of drink specials 
and full kitchen service.
BigBar, 14 E. 10th St. 
facebook.com.

Alley Goats and Fatal 
Sting (Scorpions Tribute)
Mar. 23 — 6 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Take a walk down memory lane 
and rock it like a hurricane 
at Sherlock’s with Fatal 
Sting, the nation’s premier 
Scorpions tribute band.
Sherlocks, 508 State 
St. facebook.com.

Carousel Kings and The 
Weekend Classic
Mar. 23 — 7 to 11 p.m.
Basement Transmissions, 145 
W. 11th St. facebook.com.

The Breeze Band
Mar. 23 — 9 p.m.
Presque Isle Downs, 8199 Perry 
Hwy. presqueisledowns.com.

The Paulsibilities
Mar. 23 — 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
If you’re feeling psychedelic 
and ready for some musical 
madness, get down to Kings 
Rook Club for a night of out-of-
this world improv and fun with 
these five lovely gentlemen.
Kings Rook Club, 1921 
Peach St. facebook.com.

All Ages Punk Night
Mar. 24 — 6 to 11 p.m.
Head down to Basement 
Transmissions for an all-ages 
show featuring Evad & 
the Ominous Squad, JC 
Nickles, GESH, Duke, Get 
This, and Insult To Injury. 
Basement Transmissions, 145 
W. 11th St. facebook.com.

Greatest Fantasy Hits
Mar. 24 — 8 to 10 p.m.
Warner Theatre, 811 
State St. eriephil.org.

The Ralph Chamberlain 
Jr. Band

Mar. 24 — 9 p.m.
Presque Isle Downs, 8199 Perry 
Hwy. presqueisledowns.com.

Eric Brewer & Friends, 
Grateful Dead Tribute 
and DJ Necco
Mar. 24 — 9 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Kings Rook Club, 1921 
Peach St. facebook.com.

Lexi Weege, The 
WonderTwins and 
Cult Classics
Mar. 24 — 9:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m.
Scotty’s Martini Lounge, 301 
German St. facebook.com.

Submachine, Gabba 
Ghoulies and Wave Trails
Mar. 24 — 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Sherlocks, 508 State 
St. facebook.com.

Denny & Heather 
Acoustics
Mar. 25 — 1 to 4 p.m.
Arundel Cellars & Brewing Co., 
11727 E. Main Rd. North East, 
PA 16428 arundelcellars.com.

Nonconnah, John 
Trudeau, Greyscape 
and Abjection Ritual
Mar. 25 — 7 to 11 p.m.
Experience a night of exper-
imental music featuring 
bands from everywhere from 
Memphis to Erie creating 
ambient, chiptune, and 
industrial soundscapes. 
Erie Movie House, 3424 W. 
Lake Rd. facebook.com.

Riviera and Cedar Green
Mar. 26 — 7 to 11 p.m.
Basement Transmissions, 145 
W. 11th St. facebook.com.

Widowmaker, Second 
Death and Obliterate
Mar. 27 — 6 to 11 p.m.
Featuring Alabama’s 
Widowmaker, Georgia’s 
Second Death, Canada’s 
Obliterat, along with local 
bands Bravura, Obelus, 
and Gelatin Skeleton.
Basement Transmissions, 145 

W. 11th St. facebook.com.

Wave Trails, Punch 
Drunk Tagalongs 
and Cult Classics
Mar. 27 — 8 to 11 p.m.
Jekyll & Hyde’s, 8 E. 10th 
St. facebook.com.

Brit Floyd Eclipse 
World Tour 2018
Mar. 28 — 7:30 p.m.
Warner Theatre, 811 State 
St. britfloyd.com.

DANCE
Luck of the Irish Dance
Mar. 17 — 6:30 to 10 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
2216 Peach St. facebook.com.

Reflections 3
Mar. 22 — 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Erie Dance Theatre features 
special guest PHILADAN-
CO!, The Philadelphia 
Dance Company, for their 

CALENDAR
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third annual night of dance, 
with proceeds going to the 
Dance Scholarship Fund.
Martin Luther King Center, 312 
Chestnut St. facebook.com.

Erie Swings
Mar. 22 — 7 to 10 p.m.
Bourbon Barrel, 1213 State 
St. bourbonbarrelerie.com.

FOOD & DRINK
St. Patrick’s Day 
Boxed Lunch Sale
Mar. 15 — 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach 
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Beer & Cookies
Mar. 16 — 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
The Brewerie at Union Station, 
123 W. 14th St. brewerie.com.

St. Paddy’s Day
Mar. 17 — 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.
The Brewerie at Union Station, 
123 W. 14th St. brewerie.com.

14th Annual Maple 
Taste & Tour Weekend
Mar. 17, 18 — 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Northwest Pennsylvania 
Maple Association, 2789 
Dublin Rd. Waterford, PA 
16441 pamaple.org.

St. Pat’s Party
Mar. 17 — 11:30 a.m. 
to 11:30 p.m.
Erie Brewing Co., 6008 Knowl-
edge Pkwy. facebook.com.

Distilling Creativity: A 
Spirited Discussion
Mar. 19 — 5 to 6 p.m.
Several thriving local 
distilleries gather to discuss 

the marketing and branding 
strategies that have given 
them so much success so 
early in their existence.
Room 33, 1033 State 
St. facebook.com.

Bombshells and Brews
Mar. 20 — 6 to 10 p.m.
Pin Up Erie will host a night 
of raffles, live music, and 
pinup bartenders to raise 
funds for the Boro Women & 
Family Services and the fourth 
annual Penny’s Pinup Party.
The Brewerie At Union Station, 
123 W 14th St, pinuperie.com

Pancake Breakfast
Mar. 25 — 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Asbury Barn, 4106 Asbury 
Rd. eriekiwanis.org.

Victorian Tea Party
Mar. 25 — 2 to 4:30 p.m
Women’s Club of Erie, 259 W. 
6th St. eriewomansclub.com.

Mind, Body, Beer
Mar. 27 — 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Erie Ale Works, 416 W. 12th 
St. facebook.com.

MOVIES
Aircraft Carrier
Ongoing — 11 a.m. & 
2 p.m. & 5 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental 
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr. 
biggreenscreen.com.

Prehistoric Planet
Ongoing — noon & 3 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental 
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr. 
biggreenscreen.com.

Flight of the Butterflies

Ongoing — 1 p.m. & 4 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental 
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr. 
biggreenscreen.com.

Atomic Blonde
Mar. 14 — 5:30 p.m.
The Film Grain: Dinner and 
Movie series continues, seeing 
Charlize Theron as an under-
cover Cold War MI6 agent.
 Bourbon Barrel, 1213 State 
St. filmsocietynwpa.org.

The Penalty (1920)
Mar. 15 — 8 to 10 p.m.
Erie Movie House, 3424 W. 
Lake Rd. facebook.com.

The Met: Live in 
HD - Semiramide
Mar. 17 — 12:55 p.m.
Mary D’Angelo Performing 
Arts Center, 501 E. 38th St. 
miac.mercyhurst.edu.

Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri
Mar. 21 — 5:30 p.m.
With Academy Award-winning 
performances from Fran-
ces McDormand and Sam 
Rockwell, this riveting drama, 
directed by Martin McDonagh, 
is part of the Film Grain series.
Bourbon Barrel, 1213 State 
St. filmsocietynwpa.org.

Driller Killer (1979)
Mar. 23 — 8 to 10 p.m.
Erie Movie House, 3424 W. 
Lake Rd. facebook.com.

The Shack
Mar. 25 — 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Blasco Memorial Library, 160 
E. Front St. erielibrary.org.

Come Around to Carousel Kings at Basement Transmissions

FRIDAY, MAR. 23

Heel Heat productions has again procured an ex-
cellent set of pop punk and emo bands to bring 

to Basement Transmissions.
Carousel Kings have taken their brand of heavy 

pop-punk from Lancaster, Pa. across the country, 
and into the arms of Victory Records. The catchy 
melodies and guitar hooks found on the band’s lat-

est album Charm City are highly recommended 
to any A Day To Remember fan.

The Weekend Classic has made Erie a stop 
on tour from Indiana so frequently, I almost 
feel compelled to call them a local band. In any 
case, their EP More Alive articulately toes the 
line between pop-punk and emo, making them 
a perfect middle man for this show’s overall 
motif.

Local favorites Mallory Run may have started 
as a pop-punk band, but their 2016 self-titled EP 
took them into the realm of emo, and the much 
anticipated follow-up EP, Spin, set to release on 
April 20 (although bootlegs have been making 
rounds at local shows) assimilates them even 

further into the emo category. Check out the video 
for the EP’s first single “Marigold.”

Sorry Mom from Kent, Ohio, opens the show with 
a similar easy-core style as Carousel Kings, setting 
up the pop-punk bookends for the show. — Tommy 
Shannon

6:30 p.m. // 145 W. 11th St. // $10 
advance, $13 doors // All Ages

Advocate for Change at Keystone Progress 
Erie’s March For Our Lives
SATURDAY, MAR. 24

In the wake of a string of 
recent shootings, gun 

laws are a hot topic being 
discussed both inside and 
outside the courtroom, and 
countrywide, high school 
students are taking it upon 
themselves to advocate for 
their own safety. This month, 
several groups of students in 
the area will lead Keystone 
Progress Erie’s March For 
Our Lives in Perry Square.

“I’ve got about 16 high school students in two different groups and they are full 
of action,” says event organizer Alayna Gallagher Getchell. “They are so ready to 
organize and bring about a message of change. I’m proofreading their speeches 
for them and the same concept I’m seeing over and over is that they just want to 
be able to focus on high school and being high school students — prom, chem-
istry, etc. — not where to hide or quickest exit in the event of active shooter.”

According to Every Town Research, a total of 18 gun-related incidents have oc-
curred in schools across America within the first three months of 2018 alone. 
When looking at mass shooting reports via the Gun Violence Archive, that 
number becomes an even more alarming 41. Starting in Parkland and spreading 
across the country, these students are creating the change they want to see in 
the world.

“I absolutely know this is only the beginning for these high school students,” 
continues Getchell. “They are starting by raising awareness and will proceed 
from there. I have a feeling I will be driving them to and from Harrisburg in the 
near future. I will guide [them] wherever they want to go.” — Aaron Mook

10 a.m. to noon // Perry Square // Free

Pablo Francisco to Leave Impression(s) on 
Jr’s Last Laugh

FRIDAY, MAR. 23

With one of Comedy Central’s most-watched one-
hour stand-up specials (“Ouch!”) as well as a 

slew of credits and appearances under his belt, Pab-
lo Francisco is bringing his unique comedic talent to 
the Erie area for a two-night, four-show engagement. 
Described as an “off-the-wall, animated character 
that points out the absurdity in an illogical, pop-cul-
ture obsessed world,” Francisco — who, as well as 
performing dead-on impersonations of celebrities 
like Arnold Schwarzenegger, Celine Dion and Kea-
nu Reeves, is an accomplished beat-boxer — got 
his start in the ’90s on MADtv, before bursting into 
America’s living rooms via Comedy Central Presents, 
a half-hour program that gave stand-up comedians 
exposure on a nationwide stage.

Now, Francisco will be on the Jr.’s Last Laugh stage 
with his hilarious, high-energy set full of pointed ob-
servations and classic impersonations. — Cara Sup-
pa

 6:45 p.m. or 9:30 p.m., Friday and Saturday 
// 1402 State St. // $25 // jrslastlaugh.com

CALENDAR
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“It’s like I have 

to pay to be 

their customer.”

“I keep getting 
hit with more 

charges.”

“You are just 
another dollar to 

them. Well, it’s  
my dollar.”

“There are fees 

for everything. 

And they keep 

going up!”

Maybe it's time to

C O M PA R E  N OW !
MarquetteSavings.bank
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FRIDAY, MARCH 16
Vs. NIAGARA ICEDOGS

Game time: 7:00 PM

SATURDAY, MARCH 17
Vs. GUELPH STORM

Game time: 7:00 PM

WWW.OTTERSHOCKEY.COM • (814) 455-7779 

GAMES HELD AT

809 French St. 
Erie, PA 16501

HIGHMARKQUAD.ORG

The Highmark QUAD Games is perfect mix of 
fitness and fun. Whether returning to exercise or 
testing your limits, all participants are champions! 
Compete for bragging rights or the cash prize, the 
Highmark QUAD Games is a fun way to stay 
healthy all year. Train with Y staff and volunteers!

Register at highmarkquad.org
100-YARD Swim (Or Water Walk)

Sunday, April 22, 2018, 9 a.m.
Edinboro University, McComb Field House

Use CODE: ErieReader2018 for a chance to win an official QUAD 
swag bag
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Eric Brewer & Friends ‘Dead’ Set On a Good Show at the Rook

SATURDAY, MAR. 24

Anyone acquainted with today’s live 
jam scene knows that Grateful 

Dead covers — though most always 
welcomed with open arms and happy 
feet — can come out at just about a 
dime a dozen (more Shakedown, any-
one?).

It’s a rarer thing, though, when a band 
that really gets it can really nail the soul 
and sonic complexity that the great 

granddaddies of the jam generation 
tapped (and still tap) into. Enter Eric 
Brewer & Friends, the fantastic local 
guitarist and his collective of phe-
nomenal musicians who most defi-
nitely have the chops to do the Dead, 
and do it right.

It’s gonna get downright trippy 
when Brewer & Friends present the 

rare treat of a full Dead set (following 
the treat of a full set of originals) at the 
King’s Rook. To tie it all together, Erie-
based jamband-centric DJ Necco will 
be spinning in the upstairs lounge both 
before and after the main event.

Tell me this town ain’t got no heart.
— Ryan Smith

10 p.m. to 2 a.m. // 1921 Peach St. 
// facebook.com/kingsrookclub

Submachine Unapologetically Punk Rock

SATURDAY, MAR. 24

If old school, no B.S. and in-your-face 
punk rock is your forte, then there’s 

no better place for you to be than Sher-
lock’s on March 24.

Submachine, the vicious guard dogs 
of Pittsburgh punk rock since 1991, 

are returning to Erie nearly a year after 
their last bout in the city. In that time, 
the band hasn’t faltered in their punk 
rock ethos or relented in their musical 
aggression even slightly, securing their 
timeless status in the music scene.

Opening acts on the bill include Erie 
locals Wave Trails and Gabba Ghou-
lies. Wave Trails’ psychedelic rock may 
seem to be giving your eardrums a 
break, but that’s when they hit you with 
a sudden burst of ear-bursting punk 
rock, as heard in the songs “Glitter” and 
“Leaves.” If not apparent by the name 
alone, Gabba Ghoulies play a horror 
punk style that any Misfits fan would 
love to rock out to. — Tommy Shannon

10 p.m. // 508 State St. // $5 // 21+ // 
facebook.com/sherlocksparkplace

VISUAL ARTS
Patricia S. Yahn Juried 
Student Art Show
Ongoing through Mar. 16
Mercyhurst University 
Cummings Gallery, 501 E. 38th 
St. miac.mercyhurst.edu.

Kids As Curators 2018
Ongong through Mar. 18
Erie Art Museum, 411 State 
St. erieartmuseum.org.

All the World is a 
Photograph
Ongoing through Apr. 7
Heeschen Gallery, 910 Market 
St, Meadville, PA 16335 
pattilarsonphotos.com.

Daniel Burke: Callings
Ongoing through Apr. 8
Erie Art Museum, 411 State 
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Laura Gooley: The 
Stimulus of Perception 
Photographs and Brian 
Pardini: Sculpture
Ongoing through Apr. 10
Glass Growers Gallery, 
10 E. 5th St. glassgrow-
ersgallery.com.

Patricia S. Yahn 
Student Art Show
Ongoing through Apr. 
27 (Reception Mar. 
16 — 6 to 7:30 p.m.)
John M. Lilley Library at Penn 
State Behrend, 4951 Behrend 
College Dr. sites.psu.edu.

Urban Chatter: Textile Art 
by Sharon Kerry-Harlan
Ongoing through Apr. 29
Erie Art Museum, 411 State 
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Gary Spinosa: 
Divine Instinct
Ongoing through Jan. 6, 2019
Erie Art Museum, 411 State 
St. erieartmuseum.org.

James McMurray: 
Faces and Paces
Ongoing through June 10, 2019
Erie Art Museum, 411 State 
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Sophomore Review
Mar. 19 through Mar. 23
Mercyhurst University 
Cummings Gallery, 501 E. 38th 
St. miac.mercyhurst.edu.

The Annual Gmitter 
Scholarship Exhibition
Mar. 19 through Mar. 
31 (Reception Mar. 
21 — 5 to 7 p.m.)
Bruce Gallery in Dou-
cette Hall, 215 Meadville 
St. brucegallery.info.

Senior Art Thesis 
Exhibition
Mar. 26 through May 
13 (Reception Apr. 
7 — 2 to 4 p.m.)
Mercyhurst University 
Cummings Gallery, 501 E. 38th 
St. miac.mercyhurst.edu.

THEATER
Flanagan’s Wake
Mar. 14, 27 — noon & Mar. 16 
— 7 p.m. & Mar. 17, 24 — 5:30 
p.m. & Mar. 18, 25 — 2:30 p.m.
Station Dinner Theatre, 
4940 Peach St. can-
terburyfeast.com.

Sunday in the Park 
with George
Mar. 15, 16, 17, 21, 22, 23, 24  — 
7:30 p.m. & Mar. 18, 25 — 2 p.m.
Erie Playhouse, 13 W. 10th 
St. erieplayhouse.org.

Art
Mar. 15, 16, 17, 22, 
23, 24 — 8 p.m.
PACA, 1505 State St. 
paca1505.com.

In Times of War
Mar. 16 — 7 p.m.
Telling the story of a group 

of boys attending an all-boys 
Catholic high school during 
WWII, this drama is sure 
to enthrall audiences.
H. David Bowes Audi-
torium-Cathedral Prep 
High School, 225 W. 9th 
St. prep-villa.com.

Underneath the Lintel
Mar. 16, 17  — 7:30 p.m. 
& Mar. 18 — 2:30 p.m.
Catch this comedy drama 
performance about one 
librarian’s quest to hunt down 
the perpetrator of a book 
that is 137 years overdue.
North East Arts Council 
Building, 25 Vine St, North 
East, PA 16428 paca1505.com.

Picasso at the Lapin Agile
Mar. 16, 17, 23, 24 — 7:30 
to 10 p.m. & Mar. 18, 
25 — 3 to 5:30 p.m.
All An Act Theatre, 652 W. 
17th St. allanact.net.

D’Angelo Opera 
Theater: Rigoletto
Mar. 23 — 8 p.m. & 
Mar. 25 — 2 p.m.
Mary D’Angelo Performing 
Arts Center, 501 E. 38th St. 
miac.mercyhurst.edu.

SPORTS
Erie Otters vs. 
Niagara IceDogs
Mar. 16 — 7 p.m.
Erie Insurance Arena, 809 
French St. ottershockey.com.

Special Olympics Bowling 
Western Sectional
Mar. 17
Eastway Lanes, 4110 Buffalo 
Rd. specialolympicspa.org.

Middle School 
Lacrosse Clinics
Mar. 17, 24, 31 — 7 to 9 a.m.
McDowell North Gym, 3580 W. 
38th St. trojanlacrosse.org.

Erie Otters vs. 
Guelph Storm
Mar. 17 — 7 p.m.
Erie Insurance Arena, 809 
French St. ottershockey.com.

Bayfront Brawl V
Mar. 17 — 7 p.m.
Bayfront Convention Center, 1 
Sassafras Pier erieevents.com.

Epic Volleyball
Mar. 24 — 8 a.m.
Fort LeBoeuf High School, 
931 North High St. Water-
ford, PA 16441 ovr.org.

East Coast Snocross 
Presents SNOX
Mar. 24, 25 — 10 a.m.
Peek’n Peak Resort, 
1405 Olde Rd. Clymer, 
NY 14724 pknpk.com.

Erie BayHawks vs. Fort 
Wayne Mad Ants
Mar. 24 — 7 p.m.
Erie Insurance Arena, 
809 French St. erie.
gleague.nba.com.

COMMUNITY
Great Lakes Shipwreck 
Exhibition
Ongoing through Apr. 13
Tom Ridge Environmen-
tal Center, 301 Penin-
sula Dr. trecpi.org.

Enough: National 
School Walkout
Mar. 14 — 10 a.m.
Various Locations, Erie, 
PA actionnetwork.org.

DiscoverE
Mar. 14, 28 — 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m.
Tom Ridge Environmen-
tal Center, 301 Penin-
sula Dr. trecpi.org.

Read to a Therapy Dog
Mar. 14 — 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Edinboro Branch Library, 

413 Plum St. erielibrary.org.

March Silent Peace Walk
Mar. 14 — 7 to 7:30 p.m.
Poetry Park, 634 E. 22nd 
St. eriebenedictines.org.

Gardening Workshops
Mar. 14  — 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Lake Erie Arboretum at 
Frontier Park, 1501 W. 
6th St. leaferie.org.

Tots in Nature Class: 
My One Little Cloud
Mar. 15, 19, 22, 26, 
29 — 9 to 10 a.m.
Asbury Woods Nature 
Center, 4105 Asbury Rd. 
asburywoods.org.

Family Storytime
Mar. 15, 22 — 10 to 10:45 a.m.
Lincoln Community Center 
Library, 1255 Manches-
ter Rd. erielibrary.org.

Preschool Nature 
Discovery Class: Tall Tall 
Grass, Small Small Pond
Mar. 15, 19, 22, 26, 29 — 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Asbury Woods Nature 
Center, 4105 Asbury Rd. 
asburywoods.org.

Vial of Life Documents
Mar. 15 — 12:30 p.m.
LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach 
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Beginner Improv
Mar. 15, 22 — 6 to 7 p.m.
LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach 
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Rob Little
Mar. 15 — 7 p.m. & Mar. 
16  — 6:45 & 9:30 p.m.
If you like your comedians 
full of life and bursting with 
optimism, then check out 
Rob Little for a night of 
upbeat comedy and fun.
Jr’s Last Laugh, 1402 State 
St. jrslastlaugh.com.

Presque Isle State 
Park After Dark
Mar. 15 — 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Sawmill Beach in Presque 
Isle State Park, 1 Penin-
sula Dr. trecpi.org.

Trivia Night
Mar. 16 — 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Arundel Cellars & Brewing Co., 
11727 E. Main Rd. North East, 
PA 16428 arundelcellars.com.

Project Learning 
Tree: Environmental 
Experiences for 
Early Childhood 
Teacher Workshop
Mar. 17 — 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmen-
tal Center, 301 Penin-
sula Dr. trecpi.org.

Master Builders
Mar. 17 — 2 to 3 p.m.
Edinboro Branch Library, 
413 Plum St. erielibrary.org.

St. Patrick’s Day Party
Mar. 17 — 5:45 p.m.
St. Boniface Coleman 
Center, 9363 Wattsburg Rd. 
stbonifaceparisherie.org.

Comic Pop Con
Mar. 18 — 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Quality Inn & Suites, 8040 
Perry Hwy. facebook.com.

Family Storytime
Mar. 19, 26 — 10 to 10:45 a.m.
Edinboro Branch Library, 
413 Plum St. erielibrary.org.

Little Leaves
Mar. 19, 24 — 10 to 10:45 a.m.
Lake Erie Arboretum at 
Frontier Park, 1501 W. 
6th St. leaferie.org.

Spring Used Book 
and Puzzle Sale
Mar. 19, 20, 21, 22 — 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. & Mar. 23, 
24 — 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
McCord Memorial Library, 
34 W. Main St. North East, PA 

CALENDAR



Friday, March 23 • 8 p.m.
Sunday, March 25 • 2 p.m.

Mary D’Angelo Performing Arts Center

Tickets at miac.mercyhurst.edu or 824-3000

 RIGOLETTO

“Jaw-droppingly great”
- The Independent

An operatic standard telling the story of a  
hunchbacked jester struggling to balance the  
dueling elements of beauty and evil in his life.

D’ANGELO OPERA THEATER
PRESENTS
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Fantasy Overflows Warner Theatre Thanks to 
Erie Phil

SATURDAY, MAR. 24

“Tones…just dark ominous tones,” 
is how Peter Bretter describes the 

music he composes for the fictional 
crime scene TV show in the movie For-
getting Sarah Marshall. If you have ever 
watched a program like that, you know 
— like clockwork — when the moody 
music is going to kick in. It is so painful-
ly obvious it takes you out of whatever 
quasi-reality in which the show exists.

You might assume the same kind of 
condition exists where fantasy films, 
TV shows and even video games are 
concerned. After all, the fantasy genre 
doesn’t even pretend to exist in our re-
ality. Yet the quality of the music is such 
that we never see it coming; it creeps up 
on us, skillfully blending from the back-
ground to the forefront, complementing 
the action on-screen and building as 

the characters reach their sto-
ry’s climax. Then the symphonic 
sounds fill the air, and we re-
alize our hearts are pounding 
in concert with the beating of 
the drums and the blare of the 
horns.

Prepare yourself for an eve-
ning full of explosive, fiery, fan-
tastical sounds, as the Erie Phil-

harmonic and the Philharmonic Choir 
join formidable forces at the Warner 
Theatre, and take on memorable music 
from such films as Excalibur (Carmi-
na Burana), The Lord of the Rings, The 
Hobbit and Harry Potter, TV program-
ming like Game of Thrones and even 
the video game score from Skyrim. To 
round out the experience, photo stills 
from each will appear on a screen, with 
live-action video game play during the 
Skyrim feature.

Whether you’re lordly, wizardly, or re-
late best to fire-breathing dragons, this 
night of some of the most recognizable 
and gorgeously composed music ever 
written will be one for the ages. — Cara 
Suppa

8 p.m. to 10 p.m. // 811 State 
St. // Students $10; Adults 
$35-56 // eriephil.org

16428 mccordlibrary.org.

Tinkergarten
Mar. 19 — 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. & 
Mar. 23 — 10:30 to 11:45 a.m.
Veterans Park, Love & Zim-
merly Rd. tinkergarten.com.

STREAM Studio
Mar. 19 — 4 to 4:45 p.m.
Lincoln Community Center 
Library, 1255 Manches-
ter Rd. erielibrary.org.

Women’s History 
Month Celebration: 
A Fun Night Out
Mar. 19 — 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Bel-Aire Clarion Hotel & 
Conference Center, 2800 
W. 8th St. cwoerie.com.

Detroit Disassembled 
Revisited
Mar. 19 — 7 to 9 p.m.
Andrew Moore discusses 
the impact his award-win-
ning book, Detroit Disas-
sembled, had on Detroit 
and also the subsequent 
effects on urban exploration 
and ruins photography.
Penn State Behrend, 4701 
College Dr. behrend.psu.edu.

The 21st Century 

American City: 
Habitats of Contact
Mar. 20 — 7 to 8 p.m.
Join keynote speaker Reif 
Larsen and other panelists 
as they explain how we 
renovate the old industrial 
infrastructure of cities into 
booming playgrounds of 
creativity and innovation.
Penn State Behrend, 4701 
College Dr. behrend.psu.edu.

Spring Night Hikes
Mar. 20 — 8 to 9:30 p.m.
Browns Farm, 5774 Ster-
rettania Rd., Fairview, PA 
16415 asburywoods.org.

March Word Day 
For Operation 
Christmas Child
Mar. 21
Grace Church, 7300 Grubb 
Rd. samaritanspurse.org.

Renaissance Centre 
Spring Open House
Mar. 21 — 4 to 6 p.m.
Renaissance Centre, 1001 
State St. renaissanceerie.com.

Adult Art Classes
Mar. 21, 28 — 7 to 9 p.m.
Lake Erie Arboretum at 
Frontier Park, 1501 W. 

6th St. leaferie.org.

The Seven Dimensions 
of Health
Mar. 22 — 12:30 p.m.
LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach 
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Early Childhood: 
Teacher Workshop
Mar. 22 — 6 to 8 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmen-
tal Center, 301 Penin-
sula Dr. trecpi.org.

Home & Garden Expo
Mar. 23 -- noon to 8 p.m. & 
Mar. 24 -- 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. & 
Mar. 25 -- 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
This three-day long expo 
featuring displays on 
interior decorating, land-
scaping, home improve-
ments and much more.
Bayfront Convention 
Center, 1 Sassafras Pier 
eriepromotions.com.

Pablo Francisco
Mar. 23, 24  — 6:45 & 9:30 p.m.
Jr’s Last Laugh, 1402 State 
St. jrslastlaugh.com.

Love, Light & Healing 
Psychic Fair
Mar. 24, 25 — 10 a.m to 5 p.m

CALENDAR
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Majestic Woods

21 la rue dix

Boston Store Place

LADIES NIGHT
On �ursdays take 20% o� �ecial
rolls & hibachi entrees for ladies.
Also join us 4-6 PM Mon-Wed for happy hour

half o� select apps with entree purchase. 

2767 W 12th St, Erie, PA 16505
(814) 833-0293

www.samuraisushierie.com

GREATEST FANTASY HITS
March 24 | Warner Theatre | 8pm

Featuring music from
Avatar

Game of Thrones
Harry Potter

How to Train Your Dragon
Lord of the Rings

NeverEnding Story
Skyrim

and more!

23 W 10th St, 3rd Fl | 455.1375 | eriephil.org

10 E 5th St, Erie, PA 16501
www.glassgrowersgallery.com 

ALL PURSES ON SALE
25% TO 50% OFF

Now through March 28, 2018
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March 9–10, 
15–18, 21–25
erieplayhouse.org 
814.454.2852 

M A I N S TA G E  S P O N S O R

H E A LT H

SUNDAYGEORGEIN THE PARK

WITH

FRI 03/16
THE ENGLISH PROJECT

FRI 03/23
THE PAULSIBILITIES

SAT 03/31
WEAZILDUST

FRI 04/06
ROOTS OF A REBELLION

+ SUN DRIED VIBES
SAT 04/07
LESPECIAL

+ THE BLIND SPOTS
FRI 04/13

BIG MEAN SOUND
MACHINE

+ DANIELLE
PONDER

& THE
TOMORROW

PEOPLE

D O O R S  8 P M  |  M U S I C  1 0 P M

Kings Rook
   

OPEN THURS-SAT @ 8PM
HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 8PM-12AM
FREE POOL, SHUFFLEBOARD, & GAMES ALWAYS!
1921 PEACH ST - FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT @ 10PM! STOP IN &
SIGN UP BEFORE 10PM & FIRST DRINK ON US!
THIRSTY THURSDAY DRINK SPECIALS!
 + $2 WELLS & DOMESTICS 
 + $3 CRAFTS 8PM-11PM / $3.50 LONG ISLANDS 
 + $2 FIREBALL 9PM-10PM

**NO COVER FOR MEMBERS 
EXCEPT SPECIAL EVENTS**

*

*

*

SATURDAY, MARCH 17

HOOLIGANS BALL
+VIBE & DIRECT
+ ELECTRIC LOVE MACHINE
[DOWNSTAIRS]
SATURDAY, MARCH 24

ERIC BREWER
& FRIENDS
+GRATEFUL DEAD TRIBUTE
+ DJ NECCO
[DOWNSTAIRS]
FRIDAY, MARCH 30

TROPIDELIC
+ LITZ
[DOWNSTAIRS]

RENEWALS ONLY $5! 
NEW MEMBERSHIPS 

ONLY $10!
**with sponsorship** 

SEE DOOR STAFF 
FOR DETAILS!

 GET YOUR
2018

MEMBERSHIP
NOW!

814.453.6454
www.plymouthtavern.com

1109 State St, Erie, PA 16501

SERVING

LUNCH
AT

DAILY
LUNCH

SPECIALSMonday - FridayPlus homemade soups



A Fifth of Beethoven
Cocktail contest an outpouring of creativity benefiting the Philharmonic

By: Matt Swanseger

German composer Ludwig van Bee-
thoven was remarkably productive 

during his 56 years, with a musical ge-
nius that transcended both hearing loss 
and a fondness for drink, both of which 
accelerated around the age of 30. With 
722 compositions to Beethoven’s credit 
(according to the Beethoven Haus mu-
seum in his birthplace of Bonn), we can 
assume many libations were poured 
to take the edge off a creative process 
that was almost constantly ongoing. 
His creative talent had a great impact 
on his liver, but an exponentially greater 
effect on the course of Western music. 
Compositions like “Moonlight Sonata,” 
“Fur Elise,” and Symphony Nos. 5 and 9 
are among several that remain instantly 
recognizable.

The Erie Philharmonic and Five & 20 
Spirits and Brewing continue to cele-
brate that legacy with the Beethoven 4/4 
Festival, which began last year and will 
culminate with Beethoven’s 250th birth-
day in 2020. Each year, the Philharmon-
ic will present works from Beethoven’s 
extensive catalog while Five & 20 crafts 
a distinctive beverage to toast to his 
achievements. Each offering has been 
thoughtfully formulated with respect 

to the geography and history of west-
ern Germany in the late 18th and early 
19th century. Last year’s offering was a 
Kolsch, which is a crisp, easy-drinking 
ale enjoyed by denizens of Cologne (just 
north of Bonn).

This year, consumers can literally pick 
up a fifth of Beethoven with Five & 20’s 
Commemorative Genever. Genever or 
jenever (pronounced either juh-NEE-ver 
or JEN-uh-ver, as in juh-NEE-ver Aniston 
or JEN-uh-ver Love Hewitt) is the histor-
ical predecessor to gin and originated in 
Holland during the 1600s. While it is fla-
vored with juniper berries (among other 
things — in this case, coriander, orange 
peel and ginger), it does not possess the 
upfront piny sharpness of gin. The Five 
& 20 brand is modeled after an Oude (or 
“old-style”) genever, which uses a malt 
spirit base (as opposed to a neutral grain 
spirit). While it can be substituted for gin 
in a number of traditional cocktails, it 
has a unique character all its own.

Through the end of this month, six lo-
cal bars and restaurants have commis-
sioned their greatest composers to cre-
ate a liquid symphony with the genever 
in the March Cocktail Shake Off. Mir-
roring Beethoven’s habits after his 30th 
birthday, I set off to try each one over the 
course of two days:

Bittersweet Symphony, Skunk & Goat 
Tavern (17 W. Main St., North East)

Ingredients: Five & 20 Genever, Della 
Mela (apple brandy), Angostura bitters, 
falernum syrup, strong ginger syrup, 
fresh blood orange juice and egg white

Notes: Bar manager Blaine Ballard 

keeps things close to home with this 
contrapuntal concoction, complement-
ing the genever with the Della Mela (an-
other Five & 20 product) and concentrat-
ing the syrups in-house. The rich spice 
flavors are cut by the blood orange and 
the egg white creates a luxurious froth.

Genever Key Lime, Sneaky Pete’s (6116 
Swanville Rd.)

Ingredients: Five & 20 Genever, St. Ger-
main, Five & 20 Limoncello, simple syrup, 
fresh-squeezed lime juice and a dash of 
thyme

Notes: The Sneaky Pete’s team put 
a twist on their popular Key Lime and 
Thyme cocktail, swapping out the gin 
for genever and brightening the mixture 
with the limoncello. Your tastebuds will 
sing an Ode to Joy as they’re flooded 
with the flavor of summer. Then you’ll 
look outside and ask for another.

The Lindsey, The Brewerie at Union Sta-
tion (123 W. 14th St.)

Ingredients: Five & 20 Genever and 
fresh mint leaf, muddled with agave nec-
tar and homemade ginger beer over ice

Notes: Mixologist Jessica Callender 
harnesses tradition with this cocktail, 
which is essentially a variation of a buck 
or a mule. The ginger beer offers carbon-
ation and a zesty kick, while the agave 
nectar mellows things out with a honey 
sweetness. Quaffable enough to repeat 
for another few measures.

Sage Gen Martini, Room 33 (1033 State St.)
Ingredients: Five & 20 Genever, lemon 

juice, sage-infused simple syrup, egg 
white, garnished with fresh sage

Notes: In devising this entry, Shawn 
McCall favored the less-is-more ap-
proach. The sage syrup and lemon juice 
do not serve to compete with the genev-

er, but accent and highlight the flavors 
already in the glass. Top it off with a layer 
of foam and a sage leaf and it feels fancy, 
even if it’s not trying to be.

Persymphony, Cloud 9 (25 E. 10th St.)
Ingredients: Five & 20 Genever, per-

simmon simple syrup, Angostura bitters, 
fresh-squeezed lemon juice, garnished 
with dried persimmon

Notes: Any skilled composer embraces 
the element of surprise, which is exactly 
what Kimberly Golz has done here with 
her Persymphony. It’s unlikely you’ll be 
experiencing persimmon fatigue any-
time in your future (or have even tasted a 
persimmon, which compares to an apri-
cot) and Golz uses that to her advantage, 
cleverly hiding a double-shot of genever 
beneath her house-made persimmon 
simple syrup.

Five & 20 Vesper, 1201 Kitchen (1201 
State St.)

Ingredients: Five & 20 Genever, Ketel 
One, Lillet, Five & 20 Limoncello, shaken 
with ice and uncooked rice with a Meyer 
lemon twist

Notes: Ryan Blair is betting Beethoven, 
like Bond, would have liked his martinis 
shaken, not stirred. The Vesper Martini 
first appeared in the 1953 novel Casino 
Royale, differing from a regular martini in 
its use of gin (in this case genever) and 
Lillet (a wine-based cordial). Filtering 
through rice grains results in a fantastic 
smoothness and the Limoncello adds a 
refreshing finish.

Vote for your favorite by texting “Erie” 
to 313131 and wait for a response. 
Reply with the full name of the bar 
or restaurant of your choice.
Matt Swanseger never drinks on 
the job, but can always be reached 
at mswanseger@eriereader.com
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Featuring Tarot readers, 
mediums and a collection 
of vendors selling holistic 
healing items, this fair has 
something to please every-
one’s curiosity in the exciting 
world of alternative medi-
cines and psychic readings.
Ambassador Center, 7794 
Peach St. facebook.com.

Bluebirds: Up Close
Mar. 24 — 11 a.m. to noon
Millcreek Branch Library, 2088 
Interchange Rd. erielibrary.org.

Cast Iron Cooking
Mar. 24 — 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Rotary Pavilion in Presque 
Isle State Park, 1 Penin-
sula Dr. trecpi.org.

Erie’s March For Our Lives
Mar. 24 — noon
Downtown Erie, PA 
facebook.com.

Mason Jar Scented 
Oil Lamp
Mar. 24 — 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.
Asbury Woods Nature 
Center, 4105 Asbury Rd. 
asburywoods.org.

Leg Restoration Benefit 
for John Batie
Mar. 24 — 2 to 6 p.m

The Metropolitan, 144 W. 
13th St. facebook.com.

80’s 4 AJO
Mar. 24 — 7:30 p.m
Rainbow Gardens, 220 Walda-
meer Park Rd.. facebook.com.

Voodoo Comedy Night
Mar. 24 — 8 to 10 p.m
Catch big time comedians 
Lance Weiss and Brendan 
Fitzgibbons for a one-night-only 
show sure to make you laugh.
Voodoo Brewery, 215 
Arch St, Meadville, PA 
16335  facebook.com.

Pi Day
Mar. 26 — 8:30 a.m.
Although Spring Break 
pushed off this year’s Pi 
Day, it won’t stop EUP from 
hosting its 10th annual 
celebration of everyone’s 
favorite double entendre, Pi.
Edinboro University, 219 
Meadville St, Edinboro, PA 
16444  users.edinboro.edu.

Our Seniors: The Forgotten 
Ones with Amee Weislogel
Mar. 26 — 10:30 a.m.
LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach 
St. lifeworkserie.org.

STREAM Studio
Mar. 26 — 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Iroquois Avenue Branch 
Library, 4212 Iroquois 
Ave. erielibrary.org.

Presque Isle History Series
Mar. 26 — 6 to 7 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental Cen-
ter, 301 Peninsula Dr. trecpi.org.

eReader Help Sessions
Mar. 27 — 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Iroquois Avenue Branch 
Library, 4212 Iroquois 
Ave. erielibrary.org.

Journalism & “Fake News” 
Discussion: Ed Palattella 

& Doug Oathout
Mar. 27 — 6 to 9 p.m.
Join investigative journal-
ist Ed Palattella and Erie 
Times-News executive 
editor Doug Oathout for an 
open-to-the-public dialogue 
concerning the journalistic 
process and “fake news.”
Penn State Behrend, 4701 
College Dr. behrend.psu.edu.

Women Making History
Mar. 27 — 7 to 9 p.m.
Mary D’Angelo Perform-
ing Arts Center, 501 E. 
38th St. mcwerie.org.

The Five & 20 Beethoven Commemorative 
Genever has distinctive characteristics all 
its own, but can function as a gin substitute 
in cocktails such as “The Lindsey,” courtesy 
of the Brewerie at Union Station.

CALENDAR



Green Saturday: St. Patrick’s Weekend
Plenty of ways to celebrate from morning to night

By Nick Warren

It’s a bit of a perfect storm this 
time around. Year after year, 

St. Patrick’s Day proves to be 
one of the busiest days all year 
for bars. People start early and 
stay out late, downing pints of 
Guinness and shots of James-
on Irish Whiskey – and that’s 
just when it’s on a weekday. 
This year, of course, the 17th 
just so happens to fall on a Sat-
urday. Needless to say, there 
are plenty of options out there, 
from morning to night. There 
are a few musicians in partic-
ular who find this day excep-
tionally busy. Joe Nolan, bass-
ist for the Mulligans, is one of 
those people, and he’s looking 
forward to it. “We’re stoked to 
play all our favorite pubs and 
breweries, plus see all our 
old friends and new ones!” he 
exclaimed. Concerning their 
four performances over the 
weekend, he noted that “I don’t 
mind playing all day long if 
people are having a good time 
listening to us.” Michael Dun-
lavey, singer and guitarist of 
the Celtic Hooligans echoed 
that statement, noting that 
“We enjoy playing together as a 
band and because the venues 
for Traditional Irish Music are 
limited in the region, we jump 

at the opportunity to play, es-
pecially during the St. Patrick’s 
Day holiday.”

There’s certainly plenty of fun 
to be had this weekend. In fact, 
here’s a timeline of some of the 
things you can find that day:

7 a.m. – Sherlock’s, 508 State 
St.

With their doors opening 
early and Guinness toasts ev-
ery hour, the music starts at 2 
p.m. with Jackson Station, The 
GeekArmy, MoneyShot, and 
the i-90s each playing full sets 
into the night.

7 a.m. – Calamari’s, 1317 State 
St.

Opening up with a breakfast 
buffet and traditional Irish 
food specials, the music starts 
at 5 p.m. with Jack Campbell 
and TK Blues at 9 p.m., with 
The Pipes and Drums of Erepa 
Grotto popping in as well.

8 a.m. – The Brewerie at Union 
Station, 123 W. 14th St.

The Mulligans lead off at 8 
a.m. for a free breakfast cour-
tesy of Rocket 101 as they tap 
“Mojo’s Rocket Red.” The Celtic 
Hooligans will be on at 3 p.m., 
with Bangerzz playing at 5 p.m., 
and a special performance by 
The Pipes and Drums of Erepa 
Grotto.

8 a.m. – Bourbon Barrel, 1213 

State St.
Featuring a breakfast buffet, 

specials on all Irish whiskey 
and Guinness, along with give-
aways and live music.

9 a.m. – Presque Isle State 
Park

For those with something 
healthier in mind, the Erie Run-
ners Club will be hosting a 5K 
and a 10K run.

10 a.m. – Plymouth Tavern, 
1109 State St.

With green popcorn in addi-
tion to green beer available, 
the bar will open early and 
have multiple giveaways, as 
well as food and drink specials.

11 a.m. – Lavery Brewing 
Company, 128 W. 12th St.

Opening early, the local brew-
ery will host the Mulligans 
from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. They’ve 
also made up some specially 
designed shirts for the holiday, 
which will be available all day.

11 a.m. – Millcreek Brewing 
Company, 4102 W. Lake Rd.

Kicking off early with a per-
formance from the Mulligan’s 
at 8 p.m. on Friday, Saturday’s 
performances lead off with 
Little Red Engine at 1:30 p.m., 
Blarney Rubble at 5 p.m., the 
Rince Na Tiarna Dancers, 
The Pipes and Drums of Ere-
pa Grotto, and the Mountain 
Thyme Ramblers at 8, closing 

out the night.
11 a.m. – Room 33, 1033 State 

St.
The speakeasy will have an 

Irish-inspired tapas menu and 
drink specials, along with host-
ing the neo-Celtic rock band 
Bangerzz at 11:30 a.m. and the 
Celtic Hooligans from 7:30 p.m. 
to 9:30 p.m.

11:30 a.m. – Molly Bran-
nigans, 506 State St.

In one of their three perfor-
mances that day, the Celtic 
Hooligans will play at the Irish 
Pub & Restaurant, always a 
popular holiday destination.

11:30 a.m. – Erie Brewing 
Company, 6008 Knowledge 
Pkwy.

The brewery will be tapping 
a special keg of their new one-
off exclusive coffee mint brew, 
the Dirty Girl Scout Stout.

2 p.m. – Jekyll & Hyde’s, 8 E. 
10th St.

The Mulligans will drop by, 
wrapping up at 5 p.m. The gas-
tropub will feature a special 
Irish-themed menu, including 
Reuben mac and cheese.

3 p.m. – JR’s Last Laugh, 1402 
State St.

The bar and comedy club will 
feature a special afternoon of 
dueling pianos.

4 p.m. – Bigbar, 14 E. 10th St.
The local country septet – 

which features male and fe-
male vocalists – Small Town 
Revolution will take the stage 
until 8 p.m.

5 p.m. – Brew Brothers at Pr-
esque Isle Downs, 8199 Perry 
Hwy.

Mentor, Ohio’s acoustic in-
die-folk songwriter Joshua 
Robert will serenade happy 
hour guests until 7 p.m., with 
the costumed Superband 
swooping onto the stage at 9 
p.m. with a fun and lively mix of 
covers.

5:45 p.m. – St Boniface Cole-
man Center, 9367 Wattsburg 

Rd.
One $40 ticket provides 

guests with a buffet, beer, pop, 
and chances to win numerous 
raffles for the St. Patrick’s Day 
Party.

6:30 p.m. – St. John’s Luther-
an Church, 2216 Peach St.

The Stardust Ballroom Dance 
Club will host a “Luck of the 
Irish Dance,” spotlighting tra-
ditional Irish dancing.

7 p.m. – Bayfront Convention 
Center, Sassafras Pier

A special MMA event dubbed 
“The Shamrock Showdown,” 
the 5th Bayfront Brawl will fea-
ture 14 cage fights, and three 
title fights, with eight local 
fighters on the bill.

7 p.m. – Erie Insurance Arena, 
809 French St.

In their final scheduled home 
game of this season, the Erie 
Otters will face off against On-
tario’s Guelph Storm.

9 p.m. – Sandbar Drafthouse, 
2835 W. Eighth St.

Local septet Cosmic Rhythm 
will jam out on the stage for an 
evening of covers and original 
rock and roll.

9 p.m. – 9th and State Beer 
Cafe, 832 State St.

The long-running, local Irish 
street punk band The Trades-
men will perform a high ener-
gy set along with the Gabba 
Ghoulies for a special free 
show filled with original punk 
rock.

10 p.m. – King’s Rook Club, 
1921 Peach St.

The much-loved Cleveland 
jam/funk three-piece Vibe & 
Direct will play in the down-
stairs concert complex, with 
the Baltimore psychedelic 
quartet, Electric Love Machine 
starting off the show.

As always, if you plan on 
indulging in any of these 
activities, do so responsibly. 
To make that a little easier, 
the Brewers of PA are offering 
a 30 percent discount for 
Lyft taxi services, using the 
code “LUCKYPA.” Times 
subject to change. 
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As usual, the Erie area will provide 
plenty of ways to shake your 
shamrocks on St. Patty’s Day, 
with music, dancing, and drinking 
galore.

CALENDAR



Open  
House 

Celebrate the start of Spring with the 
Renaissance Centre Community 

Join us Wednesday 
March 21, 2018 
4:00—6:00 p.m. 

1001 State Street, Erie 
 

Come see the exciting culture this 
historic building offers! 

 
RenaissanceErie.com 

          Participating  Tenants 
weCreate, LLC   Picturesque Salon 

Quantum Balance Erie  Altair Holdings, LLC  

Make-A-Wish Foundation  Kaleidascope, Inc.  

Parker Philips, Inc   Snowberry Media 

McGreevey Cake Company Werkbot Suite   

Northwestern Legal Services  ErieMultimedia  

Radius CoWork   Pathstone Corporation 

Barbara Edwards, Psychologist Brightstar Care 

Acoustic Therapy Partners  Menajerie Studio  

The Akin Insurance Company Presque Isle Designs 

Monacella Massage  Dramashop 

Palace Business Centres    

Resource & Governance Consulting  

Professional Development Associates 

Write Into It
Doc’ Proto reflects on his favorite composition “Folgers”

By: Charles Brown

Doc’ Proto
Hip-hop Artist 
“Folgers” featuring Jonah Kue and 
E’Kuhn
Prod. by Doc’ Proto

Zero Point Energy Potentially
Puts an End To Greed/
What’s the need to kill the place in 
which
We need to eat and breathe?

Charles Brown: It is a distinct plea-
sure to have one of the most influential 
hip-hop connoisseurs in the city this 
time around, Doc’ Proto. I hope all is 
well, my friend. Let’s get into your con-
troversial track “Folgers.” This musical 
perspective portrays a gallery of what’s 
going on in our world today as well as 
some underlying possibilities. Tell me, 
why did you personally feel a need to 
touch on such matters? 

Doc’ Proto: Google “John Podesta Feb 
13, 2015”...I really just want to leave it at 
that [laughs]. But really there is a shift 
with awareness across the board, and 
in the midst of things, there are hap-
penings occurring that could either be 
good or bad for our future. I just hope 
folks catch the message in the song. 

CB: We’re definitely in an era where 
people are starting to become more 
aware and are digging further into what 
the truth may or may not be. Musical-
ly, will you continue to try and awak-
en people or was this just a moment 

for you to speak your 
mind? 

DP: I try spread 
awareness through my 
art if that’s what I feel 
compelled to do — like 
the drum or melody 
speaks to me or words 
or topics come to mind 
and form, you know? 
It’s hard to explain ex-
actly. I just create, hon-
estly. 

CB: Jonah Kue is no 
stranger to the local 
scene and E’Kuhn is 

flourishing right now. Was this collab-
oration premeditated or just an oppor-
tunity to bring acts together to create? 

DP: Well with Jonah and E’Kuhn for 
this particular song I knew our voices 
could add the dynamic to the beat that 
I heard in my head. That is actually all 
three of us on the hook [laughs]. I really 
loved the vibe the night I created that 
song. 

CB: It’s apparent that “Folgers” is an 
eye-opener for the masses. Were you 
critical or apprehensive upon releasing 
it? Some people stray from this kind of 
content. 

DP: I knew it was weird from the jump 
[laughs]. I think hip-hop lost that ele-
ment — ya know, pullin’ from the ab-
stract. I was kinda nervous at first for 
even wanting more than a few folks to 
hear it, but then I was like, “You know 
what? Folks need to hear this.” I was 
just going to have it as one of those 
“hidden gems” on the album [laughs].

CB: If you could travel back in time, 
who would you want to hear your song? 

DP: If I could travel back in time, I 
think I would have to say Erykah Badu. 
I met her once and all I was able to 
tell her at the time was “I am going to 
make a beat for you one day.” So yeah, 
if I could go back in time with this song, 
she would’ve got a copy [laughs]. She 
would understand too. 
“Folgers” feat Jonah Kue 
and E’Kuhn can be found on 
soundcloud.com/docproto
Charles Brown can be contacted 
at charlesbrowncj@gmail.com 

TH
RE

EG
LO

VE
S 

PR
O

D
U

CT
IO

N
S

March 14, 2018 ErieReader.com   |  Erie Reader  |    27

MUSIC

Doc’ Proto’s “Folgers” 
is a wake-up call for 
listeners, with socially-
conscious lyrics weaving 
around droning synths.



All Natural Holistic Pet Foods

1932 Parade St. Erie, PA 16503

www.nickelplatemills.net Like us on facebook

FOR CATS & DOGS

- USDA inspected
- No by-products
- Human grade protein
- No artificial ingredients
- Grain free or whole grain only
- No fillers

Nickel 
  Plate 
    Mills

You don’t have to be
Irish to get
these great deals...

(Reg. $45.00)
DETAILS: 2 sided, full color,

16 pt. Cover. 
4-5 day turnaround

*Some graphics fees may apply.

They lasts all month long!

$80.00!

500 Stag-N-Drag
AND

1,000 50/50 Tickets
ONLY 

500
Business Cards

$29.50!ONLY 
AVAILABLE
ONLY FOR

THE MONTH 
OF MARCH

2018 (Reg. $105.00)

www.presqueisleprinting.com @GoAskAlice08

814-833-9020
4318 W. Ridge Road

Erie, PA 165062014 •2015 •2016 •2017
Presque Isle

Printing Services
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Bruce is Loose!: Death Wish Brings Back Middle-Aged Vigilantism … 
but is it Welcome?

In the ‘70s and ‘80s, the urban 
vigilante film was unstoppable. 

Whether complex character study, 
simple wish fulfillment or both, 
stories of men with nothing to lose 
taking on the scum of the streets 
dominated both multiplexes and 
grindhouse theaters alike. Now Eli 
Roth’s (Hostel, The Green Inferno) 
remake of Death Wish brings back that old vigilante feel and the results are … trou-
bling to say the least.

Based on the novel of the same name, Death Wish is the story of Paul Kersey (Bruce 
Willis), a pacifist doctor who turns to murdering criminals after a break-in leaves his 
wife dead and his daughter comatose. Kersey’s rampage leaves criminals terrified, 
the police baffled and ordinary citizens cheering him as a hero.

The controversial 1974 original had some interesting things to say about the ethics 
and problems with taking the law into one’s own hands (that is until the Golan-Glo-
bus team turned the sequels into right wing cartoons). This remake, while paying lip 
service to that same moral dilemma is too obsessed with giving us pornographic 
shots of graphic violence and juxtaposing Willis’s crimes with rockin’ AC/DC music. 
The fact that this film was released in the wake of a mass shooting isn’t the film’s 
fault, but it reveals the cluelessness on the part of the filmmakers. The whole thing 
is made to make the audience cheer and in this time where the ethics of responsible 
gun ownership is a regular debate, I don’t think a film about a guy using a gun to solve 
his problems is really something we should being cheering for. — Forest Taylor

Directed by: Eli Roth // Written by: Joe Carnahan, based on the novel by 
Brian Garfield and stars Bruce Willis, Vincent D’Onofrio, Dean Norris, 
Elisabeth Shue, Jack Kesy, Beau Knapp, Kirby Bliss Blanton, Mike Epps, 
Len Cariou, Kimberly Elise and Ronnie Gene Blevins // 107 minutes

It Came from Outer Space!: Annihilation isn’t as Mind-Bending as it 
Thinks

Alex Garland hit the film world in 2015 with Ex Machi-
na, a mature and thoughtful science fiction film that 

I didn’t seem to be as impressed with as everyone else. 
His second feature, Annihilation is also sci-fi, also tries 
to ask some very deep questions, and has again left me 
underwhelmed.

The film stars Natalie Portman as a biologist and ex-soldier who joins up with a 
team of fellow scientists on a mission into a mysterious phenomenon known only as 
“The Shimmer,” which has landed off the coast of Florida three years ago and is now 
slowly expanding. The team must get to the center of The Shimmer, find out what 
happened to the other teams who went in and never came back, and try to find a way 
to stop The Shimmer’s expansion before it eventually consumes the planet.

The film has clearly taken some inspiration from Andrei Tarkovsky’s Stalker and like 
that film, it tries to be a mind-bending, reality-altering experience. However, it is far 
more straightforward a film than it thinks it is. Aside from a few interesting questions 
about the correlation between creation and destruction, it’s far more interested 
in straight sci-fi/horror spectacle than any deeper philosophical probing. That be-
ing said, the film is full of some incredible imagery (both beautiful and horrifying), 
there are plenty of tense, downright scary sequences and at times some truly stom-
ach-churning violence. Annihilation is a weird little film, but I think it could have af-
forded to get even weirder. — Forest Taylor

Written and directed by: Alex Garland, based on the novel by Jeff Vandermeer 
// Starring: Natalie Portman, Jennifer Jason Leigh, Gina Rodriguez, 
Tessa Thompson, Tuva Novotny and Oscar Isaac // 115 minutes

MOVIE REVIEWS



Across
1. Big inits. in trucks
4. Margarita option
8. DVD player button
13. "____ to please"
15. Bailiwick
16. Drug used to treat Parkin-
son's
17. Forever ____ day
18. Water under the bridge?
19. Actress Turner and others
20. Appearance
21. Pretty sure thing
23. Prohibit a construction piece 
... or a place to get a drink along 
the Adriatic
25. Discomfort
29. "This was posted earlier," in 
brief
30. Surfacing for a golf course
32. Weight-watcher's worry
33. Nonspecific amount
35. Football gear
37. 24/7/365 facilities
38. "Whichever is fine by me!" 
(or an apt observation about 
23- and 55-Across and 14- and 
42-Down)
43. "Live ____" (Taco Bell slogan)
44. Old Testament paradise
45. ____ snail's pace
46. It might be picked for a song
47. Verb that's a homophone and 
anagram of 41-Down
48. Loosen, as a knot
52. "Under Siege" star

55. Jump over a breakfast chain 
... or a Southwest tribe's high 
school dance
57. "I'm ready for your questions"
60. Quick, in trade names
61. Search far and wide
64. Touch
65. Go for ____ (swim)
66. Positive, as an attitude
67. What smells
68. Zilch
69. "Er ... um ..."
70. Road sign animal
71. Highest point value for a 
Scrabble tile

Down
1. Jason who was the 2000 A.L. 
MVP
2. Nut
3. Like apple juice
4. Main character in Kafka's "The 
Metamorphosis"
5. Very loud
6. Page (through)
7. Museum near Westminster 
Abbey
8. Groundbreaking 1990s ABC 
sitcom
9. Matchmaking site that asks 
"Do you keep kosher?"
10. Ages and ages
11. Busy bee in Apr.
12. Some univ. instructors
14. Provide staff for a one-named 
supermodel ... or a guy who likes 

getting his nails done
22. Sanskrit for "awakened one"
24. Watch a season's worth of 
episodes in one sitting, say
26. Three or four
27. Bareilles who sang "Love 
Song"
28. Website used by a lot of ar-
tisans
30. Backbone
31. Granola morsel
34. Sings in the Alps
36. Frame job
38. Longtime radio rival of Stern
39. Wedding reception need
40. No longer at anchor
41. Interjection that's a homo-
phone and anagram of 44-Across
42. Was in charge of a Middle 
East country ... or an Indian royal 
took off
49. Precisely, after "on"
50. Common antiseptic
51. Help for one with serious al-
lergies
53. Cheese from cow's milk
54. City where LeBron James 
was born
55. Monopoly purchase
56. Mammal that may swim on 
its back
58. Assistance
59. Cousin of a clarinet
61. Discovery magazine subj.
62. QB Newton
63. Admit ____
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CROSSWORD

Answers to last issue’s puzzle



Open the 
door to 
your future

Spring 
Open House
See how our proud past 
is shaping our future

Saturday, April 14, 2018
9 a.m. to Noon
• Tour the Campus

• Visit with Faculty 

• Meet with Admissions 

• Talk to Residence Life 

• Get Advice on Financial Aid

Register today at 
www.Edinboro.edu/visit
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Reggie and the Full Effect
41
Pure Noise Records 

In the context 
of third-wave 

emo, James 
Dewees is a 
h o u s e h o l d 
name. That may 
be specific, but 
fans of Reggie and the Full Effect will 
know what I’m talking about; making 
his name providing keys to the much 
beloved Get Up Kids in the late ‘90s/
early 2000s, Dewees simultaneously 
began his career as Reggie with 1998’s 
Greatest Hits 1984-1987, and ever since, 
it’s been a whirlwind of emo, synth-pop, 
hardcore and skits featuring members 
of My Chemical Romance that contin-
ue to build up Dewees’ discography. 
Despite its (perfect) album art, 41 is 
an admirable attempt at maturity with 
a few growing pains. Dewees is at his 
best when sticking to what he knows. A 
talented pianist, he is capable of churn-
ing out power-pop gems like “Alone 
Again” and “Il pesce svedese” at a mo-
ment’s notice. The album’s production 
plays to its strengths, allowing the gui-
tars in a song like “Karate School” to do 
the legwork, leaving a massive imprint 
after just one listen. Dewees’ voice has 
always been an acquired taste, his sto-
ried rasp often best fitting the songs 
that feature him screaming, but 41’s big-
gest drawback is its lyrics — especially 
when we know he’s still capable of writ-
ing a closing ballad as beautiful as “Off 
Delaware.” — Aaron Mook

Nap Eyes
I’m Bad Now
You’ve Changed Records 

After being 
c o m p a r e d 

to the Velvet 
U n d e r g r o u n d , 
what more re-
ally needs to be 
said about Nap 
Eyes? While the quartet from Halifax, 
Nova Scotia owes a great deal to the leg-
endary band’s career sonically, they’ve 
accomplished something significant, 
easily able to stand on their own. While 
some might find it difficult to get past 
Nigel Chapman’s vocal similarities to 
Lou Reed, that shouldn’t discount all of 
the wholly original sound the band man-
ages to produce (though one might also 
be inclined to compare them to the Je-
sus and Mary Chain, primarily the lighter 
sound the band found on Darklands). 
The bright guitar chimes that adorn 
the album, paired with a few frenzied 
power-pop guitar solos, are infectious 
and at times just plain lovely, like in the 
head-bobbingly adorable “Dull Me Line.” 
The band uses familiar building blocks 
and constructs an album that’s perfect-
ly to the point. It’s a highly listenable 
46 minutes for its 11 tracks. Shades of 
Americana trickle in songs like “Sage,” 
while the steady rhythmic pop of tre-
bly bass lines carry the listener through 
tracks like “You Like to Joke Around With 
Me” and “White Disciple.” The repetitive, 
music box effect of the final track “Boats 
Appear” leaves the listener on a soft, 
sleepy tone. — Nick Warren

Donovan Wolfington
Waves
Community Records

Waves is 
the third 

and final album 
from New Orle-
ans-based emo 
cult phenom-
enon Donovan 
Wolfington, and with that information 
comes a specific kind of expectation. 
Their last album was once referred to as 
the In Utero of the currently DIY scene, 
so knowing this is their final statement, 
what role will the album play in the band’s 
quaint but intense legacy? Waves is in 
some ways the antithesis of its prede-
cessor, eclectic as ever but thinned to a 
nine-track swan song that ensures that 
Donovan Wolfington go out on their high-
est note and leave fans begging for more. 
The first thing you’ll notice on opening 
track “Wave” is a math-rock influence 
that was almost nonexistent on 2015’s 
How to Treat the Ones You Love. While 
that influence comes and goes through-
out Waves’ brisk 29-minute runtime, it ac-
tually weighs that track down in contrast 
to the rest of the album. Things lighten up 
a little as the band navigate the corridors 
of power-pop and Modest Mouse-influ-
enced indie rock simultaneously, even 
including a sample-based interlude titled 
“Kanye.” If this sounds like a lot to pack 
into 29 minutes, well, it is — there isn’t a 
better word for it than “dense” — but it’s 
also an incredibly rewarding listen, for 
fans of the band and the DIY scene alike. 
— Aaron Mook

Lucy Dacus
Historian
Matador Records 

Epic, moving, 
and varied, 

Lucy Dacus’ 
sophomore re-
cord is nothing 
short of bril-
liant. It’s not 
the kind of brilliance that screams in 
the listener’s face. The record is subtle, 
with Dacus’ warm alto voice starting off 
almost incredibly soothing in the open-
ing track “Night Shift.” Four minutes 
into the six-and-a-half minute track the 
waves of fuzz kick in, transitioning from 
a delicate indie-pop shuffle reminis-
cent of Julien Baker (fitting, as the two 
are reportedly friends) into something 
more like Mitski. The Norfolk, Virginia 
songwriter builds on her already criti-
cally acclaimed first album No Burden 
for a slightly more orchestrated effort. 
Perhaps the only minor complaint to an 
otherwise exceptional record is that it 
doesn’t end with the penultimate song 
“Pillar of Truth.” The climactic moments 
of the more than seven-minute-long 
track build and swell to a beautiful 
breaking point. The almost-titular track, 
“Historians” serves as an end credits 
denouement, the album’s falling action 
settling like serene dust. Lyrically, the 
record is a dense work that creatively 
deals with death, relationships, Dacus’ 
religious upbringing, and more. Like her 
contemporaries, Dacus isn’t at all afraid 
to bare her soul in the recording studio. 
— Nick Warren

TOMMY IN TOON — BY  TOMMY LINK



Open the 
door to 
your future

Spring 
Open House
See how our proud past 
is shaping our future

Saturday, April 14, 2018
9 a.m. to Noon
• Tour the Campus

• Visit with Faculty 

• Meet with Admissions 

• Talk to Residence Life 

• Get Advice on Financial Aid

Register today at 
www.Edinboro.edu/visit




